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The CHART ER Granted by His 
KINGCHARL E $ the Second, Gr, 


HARTLE S the Second, by the Grace of GOD, KING of 
England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of theFaith,@&c. 
To all to whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, GR EETIN O. 
Whereas by the ſeveral Navigations, Diſcoveries, and Succeſs- 
ful Plantations of divers of Our Loving Subjects of this Our 

Realm of England, ſeveral Lands, Iſlands, Places, Colonies, and Plantations 

have been Obtained, and Setled in that part of the Continent of America, 

called New- England ; and thereby the Trade, and Commerce there, hath 
been of late Years much Increafed : And whereas We haye been Informed 
by the HumblePetition of Our Truſty, and Well-beloved John Winthrop, 

John Maſon, Samuel Wyllys, Henry Glarke, Matthew Allyn, Fohn Tapping, Na- 

than Gold, Richard Treat, Richard Lord, —_ Wolcott, John Talcott, 

Daniel Clarke, John Ogden, Thomas Wells, Obadiah Bruen, John Clarke, 

Anthony Hawkins, Fohn Deming, and Matthew Camfield, being Perſons 

principally Intereſted in Our Colony, or Plantation of Connecticut in New- 

England, that the ſame Colony, or the greateſt part thereof was Purchaſed, 

and Obtained for great, and valuable Confiderations, and ſome other 

thereof gained by Conqueſt, and with much Difficulty,and at the only En- 
deavours, Expence, and Charges of them, and their Afſociates, and thoſe 

under whom they Claim, Subdued, and Improved, and thereby become a 

Conſiderable Inlargement, and Addition of Our Dominions, and Intereſt 

there. Now Know Ye, That in Conſideration thereof, and in Regard the 

ſaid Colony is Remote from other the Engliſb Plantations in the Places afore- 
ſaid, and to the End the Affairs, and Buſineſs which ſhall from time to time 
happen, or ariſe concerning the ſame, may be duly Ordered, and Managed, We 
have thought Fit, and at the Humble Petition of the Perſons aforeſaid, and 
are Graciouſly Pleaſed to Create, and Make them a Body Politick, and Cor- 
porate, with the Powers, and Privileges herein after mentioned; And accor- 
dingly, Our Will, and Pleaſure is, and of Our Efpecial Grace, Certain 
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Knovlege, and Meer Motion, We have Ordained, Conſtituted, and Declared, 


and by theſe Preſents, for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Do Ordain, Conſti- 
tute, and Declare, that they the ſaid John Winthrop, Fobn Maſon, Samuel 
Wyllys, Henry Clarke, Matthew Allyn, John Tapping, NathanGold, Richard 
Treat, Richard Lord, HenryWolcott, Fohn Talcott, Daniel Clarke, FohnOgden, 
Thomas Wells, Obadiah Bruen, John Clarke, Anthony Hawkings, John 
Deming, and Matthew Camfield, and all ſuch others as now are, or hereafter 
ſhall be Admitted,and made Free of the Company, and Society of Our 
Colony of Connecticut in America, ſhall from Time to Time, and for Ever 
hereafter, be One Body Corporate, and Politick in Fact, and Name, by 
the Name of, Governour, and Company of the Engliſh Colony of Connecti- 
cut in New-England in America; and that by the ſame Name they, and 
their Succeſſors ſhall, and may have Perpetual Succeſſion, and ſhall, 


and may be Perſons Able, and Capable in the Law, to Plead, and 


be Impleaded, to Anſwer, and to be Anſwered unto, to Defend, 
and be Defended in All, and Singular Suits, Cauſes, Quarrels, Mat- 
ters, Actions, and Things of what Kind, or Nature ſoever; and alſo to 
Have, Take, Poſſeſs, Acquire, and Purchaſe Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments, or any Goods, or Chattels, and the ſame to Leaſe, Grant, 
Demiſe, Alien, Bargain, Sell, and Diſpoſe of, as other Our Liege People of 
this Our Realm of England, or any other Corporation, or Body Politick 
within the ſame may Lawfully do. And. further, That the faid 
Governour, and Company, and their Succeſſors, ſhall, and may for ever 
hereafter have a Common Seal, to Serve,and Uſe for all Cauſes, Matters, 


A 3 Things, 


Majeſty 


The Corpo- 
ration Con- 
ſtituted. 


The Names 
of the Paten- 
tees. 


The Name of 
the Corpeta- 
tion. 


Their Ability 
to Plead, and 
Defend, &c. 


To Purchaſe 
Lands, Ce. 


To have a 
Common 
Seal, & to 
Alter, and 
Change it. 


One Gover- 
nour, one De- 
puty Gover- 
nour, and 
Twelve Al- 
ſiſtants to be 
Elected from 
time to time. 


Firſt Gover- 
nour, Deputy 
Governeur & 
Aſſiſtants 
Appointed. 


Governonr & 
Deputy Go. 
vernetrs 
Power to call 
a General 
Aſſembly, 


Two General 
Afſ-mblics in 
a Year. In 

May October 


Power to 
Change their 
Days of 
Merting. 


To Appoint 


; Freemen, and 


Conſtitute 
Officers, 


(2) 


Things, and Affairs whatſoever, of them, and their Succeſſors, and the 
ſame Seal to Alter, Change, Break, and make New from Time to Time, at 
their Wills, and Pleaſures as they ſhall think fit. And further, We Will, and 
Ordain, and by theſe Preſents, for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, do De- 
clare, and Appoint, That for the better Ordering, and Managing of the 
Affairs, and Buſineſs of the ſaid Company, and their Succeſſors, there ſhall 
be One Governour, One Deputy-Governour, and Twelve Aſſiſtants, to be 
from time to time Conſtituted, Elected, and Choſen out of the Freemen 
of the ſaid Company for the time being,in ſuch Manner,and Form,as here- 
after in theſe Preſents is expreſſed, which ſaid Officers ſhall apply them- 
ſelves to take care for the beſt Diſpoſing, and Ordering of the genefal 
Buſineſs, and Affairs of, and concerning the Land, and Hereditaments herein 
after mentioned to be Granted, and the Plantation thereof, and the Govern- 
ment of the People thereof: And for the better Execution of Our Royal 
Pleaſure herein, We do for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Aſſign, Name, 
Conſtitute, and Appoint the aforeſaid John Winthrop to be the Firſt, and 
Preſent Governour of the ſaid Company, and the ſaid John Maſon, to be the 
Deputy Governour, and the ſaid Samuel Wyllys, Matthew Allyn, Nathan 
Gold, Henry Clarke, Richard Treat, John Ogden, fohn Tapping, Jobn 
Talcott, Thomas Wells, Henry Wolcott, Richard Lord, and Daniel Clarke, 
to be the Twelve Preſent Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, to Continue 
in the ſaid ſeyeral Offices Reſpectively, until the Second Thuriday which 
ſhall be in the Month of October now Next Coming. And further, 
We Will, and by theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
Do Ordain, and Grant, that the Governour of the ſaid Company for the 
Time being, or in his Abſence by occaſion of Sickneſs, or otherwiſe by 
his leave, or permiſſion, the, Deputy-Governour tor the time being, ſhall, 
and may from time to time upon all Occaſions, give Order for the: Aſſem- 
bling of the ſaid Company, and Calling them together toConſult,and Adviſe 
of the Buſineſs, and Affairs of the ſaid Company, and that for ever hereafter, 
twice in every Year, That is to ſay, On every Second Thurſday in October, 
and on every Second Thurſday in May, or oftner in caſe it ſhall be requiſite; 
the Aſſiſtants, and Freemen of the ſaid Company, or ſuch of them (not 
exceeding T wo Perſons from each Place, Town, or City ) who ſhall be from 
time to time thereunto Elected, or Deputed, by the major part of the Free- 
men of the Reſpective Towns, Cities, & Places, for which they ſhall be ſo 
Elected, or Deputed, ſhall have a General Meeting, or Aſſembly, then, 
and there to Conſult, and Adviſe in, and about the Affairs, and Buſineſs of 
the ſaid 2 and that the Governour, or in his Abſence the Deputy- 
Governour of the ſaid Company for the time being, and ſuch of the Aſ- 
ſiſtants, and Freemen of the ſaid Company as ſhall be ſo Ele&ed, or De- 
puted, and be preſent at ſuch Meeting, or Aſſembly, or the greateſt Number 
of them, whereof the Governour,or Deputy-Governour,and Six of the Aſ- 
ſiſtants at leaſt, to be Seven, ſhall be called the General Aſſembly, and ſhall 
have full Power, and Authority to Alter, and Change their Days, and Times 
of Meeting, or General Aſſemblics, for Electing the Governour, Deputy- 
Governour, and Aſſiſtants, or other Officers, or any other Courts, Aſſem- 
blies, or Meetings, and to Chooſe, Nominate, and Appoint ſuch, and ſo 
many other Perſons as they ſhall think fit, and ſhall be Willing to Accept 
the ſame, to be Free of the ſaid Company, and Body Politick, and them 
into the ſame toAdmit : And to Elect, and Conſtitute ſuch Officers as they 
ſhall think Fit, and Requiſite for the Ordering, Managing, and Diſpoſing 
of the Affairs of the ſaid Governour, and Company, and their Succeſſors; 


And We do hereby for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Eſtabliſh, and Ordain, 


that once in the Vear for ever hereafter, Namely, the ſaid Second Thurſday 
in May, the Governour, Deputy-Governour, and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid 
Company, and other Officers of the ſaid Company, or ſuch of them as the 
ſaid General Aſſembly ſhall think fit, ſhall be in the ſaid General Court, 
and Aſſembly to be Held from that Day, or Time, Newly Choſen for the 
Year Enſuing, by ſuch greater part of the ſaid Company for the 

| Time 
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Time being then, and there Preſent; and if the Governour, Deputy- 
Governour,and Aſſiſtants by theſe Preſents Appointed,or ſuch as hereafter 
be Newly Choſen into their Rooms, or any of them, or any other the Of- 
ficers to be Appointed for the ſaid Company ſhall Die, or be Removed from 
his, or their ſeveral Offices, or Places before the ſaid General Day of E- 
lection, whom We do hereby Declare for any Miſdemeanaur,or Default to 
be Removeable by the Governour, Aſſiſtants, and Company, or ſuch greater 
wh of them in any of the ſaid public Courts to be Aſſembled, as is afore- 
aid, that then, and in every ſuch caſe, it ſhall,and may beLawful to, and for 
theGovernour, Deputy-Governour,and Aſſiſtants, and Company, aforeſaid, 
or ſuch greater part of them ſo to be Aſſembled, as is aforeſaid, in any of 
their Aſſemblies, to proceed to a new Election of One, or more of their Com- 
pany, in the room, or place, rooms, or places of ſuch Governour, Deputy- 
Governour, Aſſiſtant, or other Officer, or Officers ſo Dying, or Removed, 
according to their Diſcretions, and immediately upon, and aft 

or Elections made of ſuchGovernour, Deputy-Governour, Aſſiſtant, or Aſſiſ- 
tants, or any other Officer of the ſaid Company in Manner, and Form afore- 
ſaid, the Authority, Office, and Power before given to the former Governor, 
Deputy-Governour, or other Officer, and Officers ſd Removed, in whoſe 
Stead, and Place New ſhall be choſen, ſhall, as to him, and them, and every 
of them reſpectively Ceaſe, and Determine. Provided alſo, And Our Will, 
and Pleaſure is, That as well ſuch as are by theſe Preſents Appointed to 
be the Preſent Governour, Deputy-Governour, and Aſſiſtants of the ſaid 
Company, as thoſe that ſhall Succeed them, and all other Officers to be 
Appointed, and Choſen, as aforeſaid, ſhall before they Undertake the Exe- 
cution of their ſaid Offices, and Places reſpectively, take their ſeveral, and 
reſpective Corporal Oaths for the due, and faithful Performance of their 
Duties, in their ſeveral Offices, and Places, before ſuch Perſon, or Perſons as 
are by theſe Preſents hereafter Appointed to Take, and Receive the ſame : 
That is to ſay, The lid Yobs Vinebrop who is herein before Nominated, and 
Appointed the preſent Governour of the ſaid Company, ſhall take the ſaid 
Oath before One, or more of the Maſters of Our Court of Chancery for 
the Time being, unto which Maſter of Chancery, We do by theſe Preſents 
give full Power, and Authority to Adminiſter the ſaid Oath to the ſaid 
Jobn Winthrop accordingly : And the ſaid FobnMaſon who is herein before 
Nominated, and Appointed the preſent Deputy-Governour of the ſaid 
Company, ſhall take the ſaidOath before the ſaid FobhnWinthrop,or any Two 
of the Aſſiſtants of the ſaidCompany, unto whom We do by theſePreſents 
give full Power, and Authority to Adminiſter the ſaid Oath to the ſaid 
Jobn Maſon accordingly : And the ſaid Samuell/yllys, HenryClarke, Matthew 
Allyn, JobnLapping, NathanGold, RichardTreat, Richard Lord, HenryWolcot, 
FobnT alcott, DanielClarke, FohnOgden,and Thomas Wells, who are herein be- 
fore Nominated, and Appointed the preſentAſſiſtants of the ſaid Company, 


ſhall take the Oath before the ſaid Fohn Winthrop, and Jobn Maſon, or One 


of them, to whom We do hereby give full Power, and Authority to Admini- 
ſter the ſame accordingly. And Our further Will, and Pleaſure is, that all, and 
every Governour, or Deputy- Governour to be Elected, andChoſen by Virtue 
of theſe Preſents, ſhall take the ſaid Oath before Two, or more of the Aſſiſtants 
of the ſaid Company for the Time being, unto whom We do by theſe Pre- 
ſents give full Power, and Authority to Give, and Adminiſter the ſaid Oath 
accordingly; and the ſaid Aſſiſtants, and every of them, and all, and every 
other Officer, or Officers to be hereafter choſen from time to time, to take the 
ſaid Oath before the Governour, or Deputy- Governour for the time being, 
unto which Governour, or Deputy- Governour We do by theſe Preſents give 
full Power, and Authority toAdminiſter the ſame accordingly. And further, 
Of Our more ample Grace, certain Knowlege, and meer Motion, We have 
Given, and Granted, and by theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
Do Give, and Grant unto the ſaid Governour, and Company of the Eng- 
liſh Colony of Connecticut in New-England in America, and to every In- 
habitant there, and to every Perſon, and Perſons Trading thither, and to 


ter ſuch Election | | 
Former Offi- 


Power tn 
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every ſuch Perſon, and Perſons as are, or ſhall be Free of the ſaid Colony, 

full Power, and Authority from Time to Time, and at all Times hereafter, 

833 to take Ship, Tranſport, and Carry away for, and towards the Plantation, 
Tranſport In- and Defence of the ſaid Colony, ſuch of Our Loving Subjects, and Strangers 
habitants in- As ſhall, or will Willingly Accompany them in, and to their ſaid Colony, and 
to the Colony, Plantation, Except ſuch Perſon, and Perſons as are, or ſhall be therein Re- 
e Goods & ſtrained by Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors; and alſo to Ship, and Tranſport 
„chandises all, and all manner of Goods, Chattels, Merchandizes, and other things 

| whatſoever that are, or ſhall be Uſeful, or Neceſſary for the Inhabitants of 
the ſaid Colony, and may Lawfully be Tranſported thither ; Nevertheleſs, 

hot to be Diſcharged of Payment to Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors of the 

The Kings Duties, Cuſtoms, and Subſidies which are, or ought to be Paid, or Payable 
Subjects in for the ſame. And further, Our Will, and Pleaſure is, and We do for Us, 
this Colony Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Ordain, Declare, and Grant unto the ſaid Go- 
— — all vernour, and Company, and tfeir Succeſſors, That all, and every the Sub- 
by wm Jets of Us, Our Heirs, or Succeſſors, which ſhall go to Inhabit within the 
Natural Sub- faid Colony, and every of their Children which ſhall Happen to be Born 
je&s, &c. there, or on the Sea in going thither, or Returning from thence, ſhall have 
and enjoy all Liberties, and Immunities of Free, and Natural Subjects within 

any the Dominions of Us, Our Heirs, or Succeſſors, to all Intents, Con- 
ſtructions, and Purpoſes whatſoever, as if they, and every of them were Born 

within the Realm of England; And We do Authorize, and Impower the 

Power to zd. Governour, or in his Abſence the 21 5 vn for the Time being, 
miniſter the to Appoint Two, or more of the ſaid Aſſiſtants at any of their Courts, 
Oath of Su- or Aſſemblies to be Held as aforeſaid, to have Power, and Authority 
premacy, and to Adminiſter the Oath of Supremacy, and Obedience to all, and every 
Obedience perſon, and Perſons which ſhall at any Time, or Times hereafter go, or 
paſs into the ſaid Colony of Connecticut, unto which ſaid Aſſiſtants ſo to be 

appointed as aforeſaid, We do by theſe Preſents give full Power, and Au- 

ority to Adminifter the ſaid Oath accordingly. And We do further of 

Our eſpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, and meer Motion, Give, and Grant 

unto the ſaid Governour, and Company of the EngliſhColony of Connecticut 

in New-England in America, and their Succeſſors, That it ſhall, and may 

be Lawful to, and for the Governour, or Deputy-Governour, and ſuch of the 

Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Company for the Time being, as ſhall be Aſſembled 

in any of the General Courts aforeſaid, or in any Courts to be efpecially 

To Erea Ju. Summoned, or Aſſembled for that Purpoſe, or the greater part of them, 
dicatories, whereof the Governour,or Deputy-Governour,and Six of the Aſſiſtants to 
be always Seven, to Erect, and Make ſuch Judicatories, for the Hearing, and 

Determining of all Actions, Cauſes, Matters, and Things happening within 

the ſaid Colony, or Plantation, and which ſhall be in Diſpute, and De- 

; pending there, as they ſhall think Fit, and Convenient, and alſo from Time 

kl. — —_ to Time to Make, Ordain, and Eſtabliſh all Manner of Wholeſome, and 
e — Reaſonable Laws, Statutes, Ordinances, Directions, and Inſtruttions, not 
Forms of o. Contrary to the Laws of this Realm, of England, as well for Setling the 
vernm:nt, & Forms, and Ceremonies of Government, and Magiſtracy, Fit, and Neceſſary 
— ot for the ſaid Plantation, and the Inhabitants there, as for Naming, and Sti- 
fſers, Ce. ling all Sorts of Officers, both Superiour, and Inferiour, which they ſhall 
Find Needful for the Government, and Plantation of the ſaid Colony, and 

the Diſtinguiſhing, and ſetting forth of the ſeveral Duties, Powers, and 

Limits of every ſuch Office, and Place, and the Forms of ſuch Oaths, not 

being Contrary to the Laws, and Statutes of this Our Realm of England, to 

be Adminiſtred for the Execution of the ſaid ſeveral Offices, and Places, 

as alſo for the Diſpoſing, and Ordering of the Election of ſuch of the ſaid 

Officers as are to be Annually Choſen, and of ſuch others as ſhall Succeed 

5 -: _ in caſe of Death, or Removal, and Adminiſtring the ſaid Oath to the New- 
>. ©» Elected Officers, and Granting NecefſaryCommiſſions, and for Impoſition 
of Lawfui Fines, Mul:ts, Impriſonment, or other Puniſhment upon Of- 

fenders, and Delinquents according to the Courſe of other Corporations 

within this Our Kingdom of Eng/and, and the ſame Laws, Fines, Mulcts, 

and 
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(s) 
and Executions, to Alter; Change, Revoke, Adnul, Releaſe, or Pardon 
under their Common Seal, as by the ſaid General Aſſembly, or the Major 
part of them ſhall be thought Fit, and for the Directing, Ruling, and Diſ- 
poſing of all other Matters, and Things, whereby Our ſaid People Inhabi- 
rants there, may be ſo Religiouſly, Peaceably, and Civilly Governed, as 
their Good Life, and Orderly Converſation, may Win, and Invite the Na- 
tives of the Country, to the Knowlege, and Obedience ot the Only True 
God, and Saviour of Mankind, and the Chriſtian Faith, which in Our Royal 
Intentions, and the Adventurers Free Profeſſion is the Only, and Principal 
End of this Plantation; Willing, Commanding, and Requiring, and by 
theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors,Ordaining, and Appoint- 
ing, that all ſuch Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances, Inſtructions, Impolitions 
and Directions as ſhall be ſo made by the Governour, Deputy Governour, 
and Aſſiſtants as aforeſaid, and Publiſhed in Writing under their Common 
Seal, ſhall carefully, and duly be Obſerved, Kept, Performed, and put in 
Execution,according to the true Intent,and Meaning of the ſame,and theſe 
Our Letters Patents, or the Duplicate, or Exemplification thereof, ſhall be 
to all, and every ſuch Officers, Superiors, and Inferiors from Time to Time, 
for the putting of the ſame Orders, Laws, Statutes, Ordinances, Inſtructi- 
ons, and Directions in due Execution, againſt Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, 
a ſufficient Warrant, and Diſcharge. And We do further for Us, Our 
Heirs, and Succeſſors, Give and Grant unto the ſaid Governour, and Com- 

any, and their Succeſſors by theſe Preſents, That it ſhall, and may be 
awful to, and for the Chief Commanders, Governours, and Officers of the 
ſaid Company for the Time being, who ſhall be Reſident in the parts of 
Net hereafter mentioned, and others Inhabiting there, by their 
Leave, Admittance, Appointment, or Direction, from Time to Time, and at 
all Times hereafter, for their Special Defence, and Safety, to Aſſemble, Mar- 
tial, Array, and put in Warlike Poſture the Inhabitants of the ſaid Colony, 
and to Commiſſionate, Impower, and Authorize ſuch Perſon, or Perſons as 
they ſhall think fit, to Lead and Conduct the ſaid Inhabitants, and to En- 
ter, Expulſe, Repel, and Reſiſt by Force of Arms, as well by Sea, as 
by Land, and alſo to Kill, Slay, and Deſtroy by all fitting Ways, Enter- 
prizes, and Means whatſoever, all, and every ſuch Perſon, or Perſons as ſhall 
at any Time hereafter Attempt, or Enterprize the Deſtruction, Invaſion, 
Detriment, or Annoyance of the ſaid Inhabitants,or Plantation, and to Uſe, 
and Exerciſe the Law Martial in ſuch Caſes only as Occaſion ſhallRequire 
and to Take, or Surprize by all Ways, and Means whatſoever, all, and every 
ſuch Perſon, and Perſons, with their Ships, Armour, Ammunition, and 
other Goods of ſuch as ſhall in ſuch Hoſtile Manner Invade, or Attempt 
the Defeating of the ſaid Plantation, or the Hurt of the ſaid Company, and 
Inhabitants, and upon Juſt Cauſes to Invade, and Deſtroy the Natives, or 
other Enemies of the ſaid Colony. Nevertheleſs,, Our Will, and Pleaſure is, 
and We do hereby Declare unto all Chriſtian Kings, Princes, and States, 
that if any Perſons which ſhall hereafter be of the ſaid Company, or Plan- 
tation, or any other by Appointment of the ſaid Governour, and Company 
for the Time being, ſhall at any Time, or Times hereafter Rob, or Spoil by 
Sea, or by Land, and do any Hurt, Violence, or Unlawful Hoſtility to any of 
the Subjects of Us, Our Heirs, or Succeſſors, or any of the Subjects of 
any Prince, or State being then in League with Us, Our Heirs, or Suc- 
ceſſors, upon Complaint of ſuch Injury done to any ſuch Prince, or State, or 
Their Subjects, We, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors will make Open Proclama- 
tion within any parts of Our Realm of England fit for that Purpoſe, 
that the Perſon, or Perſons Committing any ſuch Robbery, or Spoil, 
ſhall within the Time Limited by ſuch Proclamation, make Full Reſti- 
tution, or Satisfaction of all ſuch Injuries Done, or Committed, ſo as 
the ſaid Prince, or Others ſo Complaining may be fully Satisfied, and Con- 
tented; and if the ſaid Perſon, or Perſons who ſhall Commit any ſuch Rob- 
dery, or Spoil, ſhall not make Satisfattion accordingly, within ſuch Time 
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Heirs, and Succeſſors, to put ſuch perſon, or Perſons out of Our Allegiance, 


and Protection; and that it ſhall, and may be lawful, and Free, for all 
Princes, or Others to Proſecute with Hoſtility ſuch Offenders, and every of 


them, their, and every of their Procurors, Aiders, Abettors, and Counſellors 


in that behalf. Provided alſo, And our Expreſs Will, and Pleaſure is, and 
We do by theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Ordain, and A p- 

int, that theſe Preſents ſhall not in any manner binder any of Our 

oving Subjects whatſoc ver, to Uſe & Exerciſe the Trade of Fiſhing upon 
the Coaſt of New-England in America, but they, and every, or any of them 
ſhall have full, and free Power, and Liberty to Continue, and Uſe the ſaid 
Trade of Fiſhing upon the ſaid Coaſt, in any of the Seas thereunto Ad- 
zoyning, or any Arms of the Seas, or Salt Water Rivers where they have 
been accuſtomed to Fiſh, and to build, and ſet upon the Waſt Land be- 
longing to the ſaid Colony of Connecticut, ſuch Wharffs, Stages, and Work- 
houſes as ſhall be neceſſary for the ſalting, drying, and keeping of their 
Fiſh to be taken, or gotten upon that Coaſt, Any thing in theſe' Preſents 
contained to the contrary notwgthitanding. And Know Ye further, That 
We of Our abundant Grace, certain Knowlege, and meer Motion, have 
Given, Granted, and Confirmed, and by theſe Preſents for Us, Our Heirs, 


and Succeſſors, do Give, Grant, and Confirm unto the ſaid Governour, and 


Company, and their Succeſſors, all that part of Our Dominions in Ner- 
England in America, Bounden on the Eaſt by Narraganſet-River, commonly 
called VNarraganſet-Bay, where the ſaid River falleth into the Sea: And on 
the North by the Line of- the Maſſachuſets- Plantation, and on theSouth by the 
Sea: And inLongitude as theLine of the Maſſachuſets- Colony, running from 
Eaſt toWeſt,That is to ſay, From the ſaid Narraganſet- Bay on the Eaſt, to the 
SouthSea on the eſt part, with the Hands thereunto Adjoyning, together 
with all Firm Lands, Soles Grounds, Havens Furt Rivies Waters, Fiſhings 
Mines, Minerals, PreciousStones,Quarreys,and all & ſingular otherCommo- 
dities, Juriſdictions, Royalties, Privileges, Franchiſes, Prebeminences, and 
Hereditaments whatſoever, within the ſaid Tract, Bounds, Lands, and III 
aforeſaid, or to them, or any of them belonging. To have, and to Hol 
fame unto the ſaid Governour & Company, their Succeſſors, and Aſſigns for 
ever, upon Truſt, and for the Uſe, and Benefit of themſelves, and their 
Aſſociates, Freemen of the ſaid Colony, their Heirs, and Aſſighs, to be holden 
of Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, as of Our Mannor of 'Eaft-Greenwich, in 
Free, and Common Soceage, and riot in Capite, nor by Knights Service, 
Yielding, and Paying therefore to Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, only the 
Fifth part of all the Oar of Gold,and Silver, which from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, ſhall be there Gotten, Had, or Obtained, in lieu of all 
Services, Duties, and Demands whatſoever, to be to Us, Our Heirs, or 
Succeſſors therefore, or thereout Rendered, Made, or Paid. And Laftly, We 
do for Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſors, Grant to the ſaidGovernour, and Com- 
pany, and their Succeſſors, by theſe N Our Letters Patents, 
ſhall be Firm, Good, and Effectual in the Law, to all Intents, Conſtructions, 
and Purpoſes whatſoever, according to Our True Intent, and Meaning herein 
before Declared, as ſhall be Conſtrued, Reputed, and Adjudged moſt Fa- 
vourable on the behalf, and for the beſt Benefit, and Behoof of the ſaid 
Governour, and Company, and their Succeſſors, although Expreſs mention 
of the true Yearly Value, or Certainty of the Premiſes, or of any of them, or 
of ww other Gifts, or Grants by Us, or by any of Our Progenitors,or Pre- 
deceſſors, heretofore made to the ſaid Governour & Company of the Exgliſb 
Colony of Connecticut in New- Ernglandin America aforeſaid, in theſe Preſents 
is not Made, or any Statute, Act, Ordinance, Proviſion, Proclamation, or 
Reſtriction heretofore Had, Made, Enated, Ordained, or Provided, or any 
other Matter, Cauſe, or Thing whatſoever to the contrary thereof, in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding. In Wrtne/s whereof, We have Cauſed theſe Our 
Letters to be made Patents. Witneſs Ourſelf àt Neſtminſter, the Three, 
and Twentieth Day of April, in the Fourteenth Tear of Our Reign. 
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Acts and Laws 
Paſſed by the General Court or Aſſembly of 
His MAJEST Y's Eryhſ Colony of 


Connecticut in New-England in America. 


1 * 


Fs 


An Act for Securing the general Privileges of His 
Majeſty's Subjects in this Colony. 


OR AS MIJCH as the fice Hutten of ſuch Liberties 
I and Privileges as Humanity, Civility, and Chriſtianity 
call for, as due to every Man in his place and pro- 
portion, without impeachment and infringement, bath 
ever been and will be the Tranguility, and Stability of 
Churches and Common-Wealths ; and the denial or 


Preamble. 


ME 
780589577 
3 71 751 44 deprival thereof, the Diſturbance, if not Ruin of both. 


Be it Enacted. and Declared bp the Governour, Council and Re- 
preſentatives, tn General Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozicp of 
the ſame, That no Man's Life ſhall be taken away ; no Man's Honour ds 
or good Name ſhall be ſtained ; no Man's Perſon ſhall be Arreſted, — Ori 
Reſtrained, Baniſhed, Diſmembred, nor any ways Puniſhed : No Man vileges of 
ſhall = „ of = Wife, or Children ; no Man's Goods or — — _— 
ſhall en away from him, nor any ways Indamaged under colour Subſests 1 
of Law, or countenance of Authority : Unleſs it be by Virtue or E- this Colony. 
uity of ſome expreſs Law of this Colony Warranting the ſame, 

ſtabliſned by the General Court, and ſufficiently Publiſhed ; or in 
caſe of the Defect of ſuch Law in any icular Caſe, by ſome 
clear and plain Rule Warranted by the Word of Goo. 


That all His Majeſties Subjects within this Colony, whether they ; 
be Inhabitants or x0 ſhall enjoy the ſame Juftice and Law, that _ — 
is general for the Colony, in all Caſes proper for the Cognizance |; .4 
of the Civil Authority, and Courts of Judicature in the ſame ; and 
that without Parti or Delay. * Ro” Poor 
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And that no Man's Perſon ſhall be Reſtrained, or Impriſoned, by 
any Authority whatſocver, before the Law hath Sentenced him there- 
unto, if le can and will give or put in ſufficient Security, Bail, or 
Mainprize for his Appearance and good Behaviour in the mean time; 
unleſs it be for Capital Crimes, Contempt in open Court, or in ſuch 
Caſes wherein ſome *exprels Law doth allow of or order the ſame. 


— — 


An Act Rclating to the abatement and amend- 
ment of Writs, Reverſal of Judgments, Cc. 


}CE it Enacted by the Eovernour, Council and Kepreſentariveg, 

I in General Cou:r Aſſembled, and by the Au'hozity of the ſame, 
That when any Plea ſhall be made in Abatement ef any Writ or 
Proceſs before the Superiour, or County Court, or before an Aſſiſtant 
or Juſtice of the Peace, that if it be ruled in favour of the Defendant, 
the Plaintiff ſhall have liberty to amend that Defect, on his paying 
down to the Defendant his Coſts to that Time; and then to proceed 
as he might have done if no ſuch Defect had been : And in caſe 
the Defendant ſhall Appeal from a Judgment given on Pleas of A- 
batement, and ſhall not make good his Plea, by the Judgment of 
that Court to which he Appeals, Coſts ſhall by ſuch Court be Awarded 
againſt him, however, the Cafe ſhall happen to Iſſue. 


And be fr-firthey-Gnacted by the Autho:iry afozeſaid, That no 
Wriz, Pleading, Judgment, or any kind of Proceeding in Court or 
Courſe of Juſtice, ſhall be Abated, Suſpended, or Reverſed, for any 
kind of circumſtantial Errors, Miſtakes or Defects ; if the Perſon and 
= Cauſe may thereby be rightly Underſtood and Intended by the 

ourt. EIS | | 
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An Act relating to the Age, Ability, and Capacity 
of Pciſons. 


'2<& it Enacted by the Governour, Council and Bepreſentatſves, 
in G neral Court A?embl d. and by rhe Aurhozity of ce lame, 
That all Perſons of the Age of Twenty One Years, of right Un- 
derſtanding, and Memory, whether Excommunicated or other, ſhall 
have full Power, Authority and Liberty to make their Wills and 
Teitainents, and all other lawful Ahenations of their Lands and other 
Eſtates : And to give their Vote, Verdict or Sentence in any Matter 
or Cauſe. And all ſuch Perſons of the Age of Seventeen Years, 
ſhall have Power and Authority to diſpoſe of their Perſonal Eſtate, 
by Will or Teſtament. And the Age for chooſing of Guardians, 
8 be Fourteen Years. for Male, and Twelve Years for Female 
ildren, | 


Provided nevertheleſs, That ſuch Perſons as are Condemned to Death, 
the Charges, of their Proſecution, Impriſonment, and Execution being 
firſt anſwered and paid out of their Eſtate, the Remainder thereof 
ſhall be diſpoſed of according to Law. 
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An Act for the Directing and R 
Actions. 


BE it Gnacted by the Eovernour, Council and Repreſentatives, 


in General Court Aſſembled, and by rhe Authozity of the lame, 
That the ordinary Proceſs in Civil Actions for the preſent in this 


Colony, ſhall be a Summons or an Attachment, fairly Written, 
Signed by a Magiſtrate, Juſtice of the Peace, or Clerk of the Court, 
Mentioning the Court, the Time and Place of A 
alſo containing a Declaration of the Subſtance of 

Attachments may be granted 


egulating of Civil 


dant may be Attached: Provided, The Plaintiff when he prays out an 
Attachment gives ſufficient Security to Proſecute his Action to Effect, 
and Anſwer all Damages in caſe he make not his Plea good: And all 
Writs and Proceſſes ſhall be directed to the Sheriff, his uty, or 
ſome Conſtable, if ſuch Officer can be had without great Charge or 
Inconvenience: And in every Caſe wherein the Authority Signing a 
Writ ſhall find it neceſſary to direct the ſame to an indifferent Perſon, 
ſuch Authority ſhall inſert the Name of the indifferent Perſon in the 
Direction of the Writ, and the Reaſon of ſuch Direction; and if any 
Writ be otherwiſe Directed it ſhall Abate. 

Provided nevertheleſs, Nothing herein ſhall extend to affect Summons's 
for Witneſſes, Warrants to Collectors of Rates, or Warrants granted 
by Military Officers. 

And that no Perſon ſhall be required to make Anſwer in any Civil 
Action, Real, Perſonal or Mixt, except the Writ or Proceſs, if Re- 
turnable to the Superiour or County Court, hath been Served upon 


him at leaſt Twelve Days incluſive, befere the Day of the Courts 
Sitting: Or if Returnable to an Aſfiſtant or Juſtice, the ſame hath 


been Served Six Days incluſive, as aforeſaid : Which Service ſhall be, 
if a Summons, by Reading the ſame in the Hearing of the Defendant 
or Defendants, or leaving an Atteſted Copy thereof at the Place or 
Places of his or their uſual Abode : But if an Attachment, the Service 
ſhall be the Attaching the Defendant's Eſtate or Perſon, and giving 
him Notice by Reading the Writ to him or within his Hearing, or 
by leaving an Atteſted Copy thereof at the Place of his uſual Abode, 
if that be within this Colony : And that all ſuch Writs as are made 
Returnable to tie County Courts ſhall be Returned to the Clerks of 
ſaid Courts on the Day before the Sitting of ſuch County Courts, and 
not afterwards. That in caſe any Proceſs be duly Served on any 
Defendant or Defendants, and Return thereof made to the Court to 
which the ſame is made Returnable, then if ſuch Defendant or De- 
fendants do not Appear, his or their Default ſhall be Recorded, and 
Judgment entred up againſt him thereupon : Unleſs before the fur 
be Diſmiſſed, he or they ſhall come into Court and move for a Tri 
in-which Caſe he or they ſhall be admitted thereto, upon paying down 
to the adverſe Party the Coſts to that Time; and the Plaintiff ſhall 
pay for Entring the Action a New.  - 

But when it happens that the Party againſt whom Suit is brought, 
is not an Inhabitant or Sojourner in this Colony, or is Abſent out o 
the ſame at the Time of commencing ſuch Suit, and doth not Re- 
turn before the Time for Trial, the Judges of the Court where 


ſuch Suit is brought, ſhall continue the Action to the next Court; 
and if the Defendant do not then Appear, (by himſelf or pas! 
B 2 
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and be ſo Remote that the Notice of ſuch Suit depending, could 
not probably be conveyed to him during the Vacancy, the Judges at 
ſuch next Court may further Continue the Action to the Court thence 
next following, and no longer; but may Enter up Judgment on Default 
after ſuch Continuance or Continuances : And in fuch Caſes where 
Judgment ſhall be Entred up by Default after ſuch Continuances ag 
aforeſaid, Execution ſhall be ſtayed and not iſſue forth thereon until 
the Plaintiff ſhall have given or lodged with the Clerk a Bond, with 
One or more ſufficient Sureties to the adverſe Party, in double the 
Value of the Eftate or Sum Recovered by ſuch Judgment, to make 
Reſtitution and to Refund and Pay back ſuch Sum as ſhall. be given 
in Debt or Damage, or ſo much as ſhall be Recovered upon a Suit 
therefor ; to be brought within Twelve Months next after the Ent ring 
up of the firſt Judgment : If upon ſuch Suit the Judgment ſhall be 
Reverſed, Annulled or Altered, the Security aforeſaid to be no further 
Anſwerable than for the Recovery that ſhall be made upon ſuch Suit 
to be had within Twelve Months, as aforeſaid. 


Provided alſo, That no Real Eſtate taken in Execution, granted 
upon ſuch firſt Judgment ſhall be alienated or paſs*d away, until after 
the Expiration of the ſaid Twelve Months, or after a new Trial 
had on a Suit brought within the ſpace of Twelve Months for the 
obtaining Reſtitution, as aforeſaid. 


Be it further Enanred by the Authority afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon who hath Entred an Action to be Tried in any Court, being 
called Three Times, (after Twelve of the Clock on the firſt Day 
of the Courts Sitting) ſhall not Appear, either by himſelf or his 
Attorney, to Proſecute his Action, he ſhall be Non-ſuited, and pay 
all Coſts and Charges to the Defendant, and for the Entry of the 
Action, as if the ſame had heen Proſecuted in ſuch Court. And 
that the Plaintiff in all Actions brought to any Court, ſhall have 
liberty, to Withdraw his Action, or to Non-ſuit himſelf, before the 
Jury have given in their Verdict; In which Caſe he ſhall pay full 
Colts to the Defendant 3 and may afterwards Renew his Suit at another 
Court ; the former 'ithdraw or Non-ſuit being firſt Recorded. 


Be it kur her Enacted by the Aurho2'ty afozeſaid, That there ſhall 
be free liberty of Proceſs, and the ſame is hereby granted, in all 
Civil Actions according to Law, at any Adjourned County Courts, 
as well as at the Stated County Courts. | 


And be it further Enacted by rhe Turho2fty afozeſaſd, That all 
Suits brought for the Trial of the Title of Land, or wherein the Title of 
Land is concerned, ſhall be Tried in the ſame County where the Land 
lies, or Facts a e done concerning which the Title of Land may be 
in * And that all other Actions that may be brought before 
the County Courts, ſhall be brought and Tried in that County where 
the Plamtiff, or Defendant dwells, if they or either of them are In- 
habitants within this Colony, And that all Suits and Proſecutions 
cognizable before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall be made 
and Profecuted before ſuch Authority in thoſe Towns only where the 
Plaintiff, or Defendant dwells ; unleſs there be no Authority which 
may lawfully Try the Cauſe in either of ſaid Towns: In which 
caſe the Plaintiff may bring his Suit before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace in one of the next adjoining Towns to the Place of 
is e. | 
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And be it further Enamned by the Murhozity afozeſaſd, That all 
Cauſes wherein the Title of Land is not concerned, and wherein the 
Debt, Treſpaſs, Damage or other Matter in demand, doth not exceed 
Forty Shillings, ſhall and may be Heard, Tried and Determined by 
any One Athittant or Juſtice of the Peace; who are hereby reſpectively 
impowred to Hear and D-termine the ſame, by their Diſcretion according 
to Law, and award Execution on their Judgment given in ſuch Cauſes, 


And that all Cauſes Entred for Trial in any County Court, the 
Value whereof doth not exceed Forty Sbillings, and wherein Title of 
Land is not concerned, ſhall be Heard and Determined by the Bench, 
according to Law; unleſs Plaintiff or Defendant ſhall deſire to be 
Tried by a Jury, which ſhall be granted, 


Alzways Provided, That he that defires'to have his Cauſe Tried by a 
Jury, ſhall pay the whole Charge of the Jury himſelf, 


And all Caſes wherein the Debt, Damage or other Matter in 
demand, ſhall exceed the Sum of Forty Sbillings, ſhall be Tried by 
a Jury of Twelve Men of the Neighbourhood, Qualified, Impannelled 
and Sworn according to Law, who ſhall find the Matter in Iſſue, 
with Damages and Coſt, according to Law and their Evidence; and 
the Judges thercon fhall make up and declare the Sentence : Unleſs 
wherein any Cale the Parties ſhall join in a Demurrer in Law, which 
ſhall be Heard and Det#rmined by the Bench: And it there be any 
Matter of apparent Equits/,, as upon the Forfeiture of a Bond or Ob- 
ligation, or breach of Covenant without Damage, or the like, the Bench 
ſhall determine ſuch Matter of Equity: And if upon a Bond with 
Conditions, the breach of which may happen at ſeveral Times, a Suit 
be brought on the firſt Breach of ſuch Condition, the Court upen 
the forfeiture of ſuch Bond, found on Trial, Demurrer, Contfeſſion or 
otherwiſe, ſhall, on Motion made for that. purpoſe, proceed to conſider 
what is due in Equity on ſuch Bond at that Time, and enter up 
Judgment tor the ſame, with Coſts, and award Execution thereon, 


And upon any further or other Breach or neglect of Performance 
of any other particular in the Condition annexed to or indorſed on 
ſaid Bond, the. Obligee or his Executors or Adminiſtrators, may 
takc out a Scire Hacias 2gainſt the Obligor, his Heirs, Executors or 
Adminiſtrators, from the Clerk of that Court in which Jucgment was 
given, to ſhew cauſe why Execution ſhall not be awarded -for the 
Money then due, or Damages then ſuſtained : And the Court fhall 
proceed to make up Judgment for what ſhall appear in Equity then 
to be due, with additional Coſts, and award Execution thereon ; and 
fo from Time to Time till all the 3 mentioned in ſuch Con- 
dition are performed and * n Bist Vi 
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referred to them by the Juty in their ſpecial Verdicts; which Verdicts yy. Beach to 
the Jury in all Cafes wherein Natters of Law are to them ſo obſcure g-termine 
that they cannot clearly and ſafely give a poſitive Verdict, ſhall have Matters of 


liberty to give a Non-/iquet or ſpecial Verdict therein; finding and 
reſenting the Facts, and thereon ſtating and putting the Queſtion in 
w, viz. If the Law be ſo in ſuch a Paint, then we find for the 
Plaintiff : But if the Law be Otherwiſe, thes we find for the Defendant. 


And 


Law, Se.. 
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And be it further Enaced by he Waring afozeſaid, That the 
Judges of the Court ſhall have Liberty, if 4 judge — Jury have 
1 not attended the Evidence given in and the true Iſſue of the Caſe in 
— their Verdict, to cauſe them to return to a ſecond Conſideration of 
and their the Caſe, and ſhall for the like Reaſon have Power to return them 
Verdidts. to a third Conſideration ; and no more - And when the Court have 
committed any Caſe to the conſideration of the Jury, the Jury ſhall 
J N de he confined under the cuſtody of an Officer 8 by the Court, 
OT until they are agreed on a Verdict And the may fet a ſuitable 
If diſorderly Fine, not exceeding Twenty Shullings, upon ſuch Officer or Jury-man 
to be find. as ſhall be diſorderly or neglect or refuſe a due Attendance of their 
Duties reſpectively, during their Attending the Court. 
And that when the Parties have made their Pleas in any Court and 
No Plezs de given their Evidences, and the Caſe be committed to the Jury, 
ho ns there ſhall be no after Pleas, Arguments, Evidences or Teſtimonies, 
after theCaſe heard or received in ſuch Caſes, 
is given te the | 5 | 
_ And be it further Enacted by the authority afozefoid, That if any 
Perſon ſhall be agrieved with the Sentence, or Determination of any 
Perſons that Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, he may remove his Caſe by Appeal 
are agricved do the next County Court in that County where the caſe was firſt 
with the De Heard ; the Perſon Appealing giving Bond, as is hereafter provided. 
termination And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall be agrieved with the Sentence or 
— — — 1 Determination of any County Court, the Party agrieved may Appeal 
peal to Ye therefrom to the next Superiour Court to be Held in the ſame County, 
CountyCourt or by a new Proceſs, once and no more may Review his Cauſe in 
the next Seſſion of the ſame County Court where it was before Tried : 
And fromthe And if either Party be agrieved with the Judgment and Determination 
County — of the County Court upon Trial of the Cauſe by Review, he ma 
ur Cont, Appeal to the next Superiour Court in the ſame ( ounty: And if 
; 2 Party be agrieved with the Iſſue and Determination of the Supe- 
riour Court, upon the firſt Trial of the Caſe, then he may by a 
new Proceſs, once and no more Review his Caſe in the next Seſſion of 
the ſame Court, there to be Tried to a final Iſſue, Provided the Caſe 
be brought directly to the Superiour Court by Appeal from the firſt 
Judgment of the County Court: But if the Cafe be brought to the 
Superiour Court by Appeal from the Judgment of the County Court 
given on a Review, it ſhall have a final Iſſue by the Judgment and 
Determination of the Superiour Court upon the firſt Trial there. 
' Always Provided, That all Appeals and Reviews ſhall be Entred 
during the Time of the Sitting of the Court from wheſe Judgment 
4 Provile. ſuch _ and Reviews ſhall be made, and within Twenty Four 
Hours Judgment be given: And ſufficient Bond with Sureties 
ſhall be given into the ſaid Court, by the Perſon's Appealing or Re- 
viewing, to proſecute their Appeal or Review te Effect, and anſwer 
all Damages in caſe he er make not his or their Plea good : 
In all which caſes Execution be Reſpited until there ſhall be an 
Iſſue of the Caſe ; And the Party who recover his Action ſhall 
have all his juſt Damages; and Coſtfallowed him. 
Provided nevertheleſs, And it is hereby Enacted and Declared, 
— That from a ——_— given by an Aﬀliſtaar, or Juſtice of the Peace, 
— in a Caſe wherein the Debt, Damage or other Matter in demand, doth 
uſtice fo: 


not exceed the Sum of Twenty Shillings ; or if the Debt be due by _— 
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Bill or Note for Money, or, Bills of public Credit only, Avouched 
by Two Witneſſes, and doth not exceed the Sum of Forty Shillings, 
no Appeal ſhall. be allowed.. . r 


Alſo that when  Judgmene ſhall be given in the County Cy 
any Cale, brought there by an;,Appeal, wherein Title of Land is not 
concerned, no. Appeal or Review ſhall be allowed, „ 


And that from a] udgment or Determination of the County Court, 
in Suits brought directly there, upon Bonds conditioned for the payment 
of Money, or Bills of public Credit only; or upon Bills, or Notes 
for the like Payment, „ell Avouched by Two witneſſes, no Revicw 
nor Appeal ſhall be allowed. „ PR. 


Alſo that from a Judgment of the County Court in any Action, 
wherein the Title of Land is not concerned, and wherein the Debt, 
Damage, or other Matter in demand, doth nat exceed the Sum of 
Ten Pounds, no Appeal ſhall be allowed. Th: 


And alſo that when either Plaintiff, or Defendant, ſhall in any Action 
recover Judgment upon the firſt, and ſecond Trial, by the Court and 
Jury, the Judgment on ſuch ſecond Trial ſhall be a final Iſſue; and 
no Appral or Review ſhall be allowed from the ſame ; any thing 
in this Act before to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That all 
ppeals to any of the Superior, or County Courts in this Colony, 
ſhall be Entred in ſuch Courts reſpectively, before the ſecond Opening 
of ſuch Court, and not after ; unleſs the Appellant ſhall pay to the 
Appellee all his Coſt in ſuch, caſe, ariſen to that Time, to be Taxed 
by the Court; which being douc, the Action may be Entred by the 
Appellant before the Jury attending ſuch Court are diſmiſſed, and not 
after : Which Coſt ſo Taxed and Paid, ſhall not be conſidered nor 
er in making up the Bill of Coſt in the final Determination of 
e caſe. | 
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An Act againſt, 


and for the puniſhment of 
Adultery, 


E it Enaged by the Sovernour, Council and Repreſentatives, 
in Heneral Court Aembled, and bp the Aut onty of t e Lame, 
That whoſoever ſhall commit Adultery with a Married Woman, or 
one Betrothed to another Man, both of them ſhall be ſeverely Puniſhed, 
by Whipping on the naked Body, and Stigmatized, or Burnt on the 
Fore-head with the Letter A, on a hot lron: And each of them 
ſhall wear a Halter about their Necks, on the outſide of their Garments, 
during their Abode in this Colony, ſo as it may be Viſible : And 
as often as either of them ſhall be found without their Halters, worn 
as aforeſaid, they ſhall, upon Information and Proot of the ſame, 
m.de before an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, be by them ordered 
to be Whipt ; not exceeding Twenty Stripes. 


es 
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An Act relating to Alarms, 


De it Enacted by the Governour, Council and Kepreſentativeg, 
in General Court Allembled, and by rhe * of the ſame, 

i lantation in this 

Colony, the Soldiers ſhall Repair to the ſeveral Squadrons, or Places 
in which their chief Officers have appointed them to Meet : And 
every Perſon that ſhall negle& or retuſe to attend his Duty therein, 


ſhall be puniſhed by a Fine of Four Pounds, or punt, not 


exceeding the ſpace of Three Menths ; or other corporal Puniſhment, at 
the diſcretion of the Court that ſhall have cognizance of the ſame. 


Always Provided, Such Delinquency be complained of, and proſecuted 


within Six Months, and the Delinquent do not give a ſatisfying Reaſon to 
the Court of his Diſability to Attend the ſame. 


That if any Perſon, or Perſons in this Colony, ( without juſt and 
neceſſary Occaſion ſo to do) ſhall cauſe any Alarm, by firing any 
Gun, or Guns, or Otherwiſe, in any Town or Plantation in this Colony, 
at any Time between the ſhutting in of the Evening, and break of 
Day, and ſhall be thereof Legally Convicted, ſhall each of them pay 
a Fine of Four Pounds to the publick Treaſurer of the County where 
ſuch Conviction ſhall be made; or ſuffer Two Months Impriſonment. 


Provided, The Delinquency be Complined of, and Proſecuted within 
Six Months after the ſame is committed. 


And that if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall unneceffarily ſhoot, or 
diſcharge any Gun, or Guns, or other Fire-Arms, at any Time between 
Eight of the Clock in the Evening and break of Day, (though no Alarm 
follow thereon ) every ſuch Perſon ſhooting, or diſcharging in ſuch a 


Diſorderly and Unſeaſonable Manner, as aforeſaid, and being thereof 


legally Convicted, ſhall pay a Fine of Four Sbillings for every ſuch Offence, 
or fit One Hour in the Stocks: One half of which Fine ſhall be to the 
complainer, that ſhall Proſecute his complaint to Effect; and the other half 
to the Treaſury of the Town where ſuch Offence is committed. 


— CES 


— | 
An Act concerning Arreſts, and Impriſonment for 
Debt, Damage, Fines, Cc. 

BE it Enacted bp the Governour, Council and Kepreſentativeg, 

in General Court Allembied, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That no Man's Perſon ſhall be Arreſted and Impriſoned, for any 
Debt, Damage or Fine, where ſufficient Means of Satisfaction can 
( otherways ) Lawfully be found from his Eftate, to be ſhewed and 
9 by him : But if no ſuch Satisfaction can be found, his 
erſon may be Arreſted, and Impriſoned : Where he ſhall be kept 


at his own Charge, till Satisfaction be made; unleſs the Court that 
hath Cognizance of the Cauſe, ſhall otherwiſe Determine, and Order. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That no Perſon, or Perſons for Non-payment 
of Rates, Fines, Debts ; or for any Crime or Offence, ſhall be 
committed to Priſon without a Mittimus, Granted, and Signed by 
Civil Authority ; declaring the cauſe and ground of his Commitment, 

£ | requiring 
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requiring the Goaler, Maſter, or Keeper of the Priſon, to receive and keep 
ſuch Perſon or Perſons in the Priſon, until Diſcharged according to 
Law : Unleſs where any proper Officer for want of Eſtate, Seiſe the 


Body or Bodies of any Perſon or Perſons by an Execution, or Diſtreſs, 


or Warrant for Fines and Rates, and commit him or them to Priſon 
in which caſe. a Copy of the Execution, or Diſtreſs, Atteſted and 
Signed by ſuch Officer, and delivered to the Goaler, Maſter or 

of the Priſon, ſhall be 'a ſufficient Warrant, or Order for 
him to receive ſuch Perſon or Perſons ; and him or them to hold 
in ſafe Cuſtody till delivered by Law. i= þ 


Provided alſo, That no Man's. Perſon ſhall be kept in Priſon for 
Debt, but when he hath ſome Eſtate which he will not produce nor 
areſent, N 

* And to the End that ſuch Eſtate, ( if any be) may be diſcovered 
and made to appear, Two Aſſiſtants, or Two Juſtices of the Peace, 
are hereby fully Authorized and Impowred, to cauſe the Party, or 
any other Perſon, or Perſons ſuſpected to be privy to the Concealment 
of ſuch Eſtate, to come before them, and to adminiſter an Oath to 
them, or any of them; and them, and every of them upon Oath, 
or otherwiſe, ( as they ſhall think fit) to Examine reſpecting ſuch 
Eſtate, or the Concealment thereof : And if any Perſon ſhall refuſe 
to be Examined, and to Diſcloſe what he knows concerning that 
Matter, he ſhall forfeit double the Value of the Goods, Chattels 
or Debts ſo concealed ; to be recovered by Action brought by an 
One of the Creditors : And when Recovered, to be divided by that 
Court, where ſuch Recovery is Obtained, to and among the Creditors ; 
the Creditor proſecuting being firſt paid his Coſt and Charge.) 
And if no Eſtate appear, or can be diſcovered, the Debtor ſhall ſatisfie 
the Debt by Service; ( if the Creditor require it) In which caſe the 
Coutt before whom the Judgment againſt ſuch Debtor is obtained, 
ſhall have Power, and ſuch Court is hereby Impowred, to Order and 
Diſpoſe of ſuch Debtor in Service, for the purpoſe aforeſaid ; yet ſo as 
that ſuch Debtor be not Diſpoſed of to any but of the Exgliſb Nation. 


es * 


An Act for the appointment and regulating 
| Attorney's. ä 


OR the well Ordering .Proceedings and Plear at the Barr. 


Be it Enacted by the Governonr, Council and Repreſentatives, 
in General Court Aembled, and the Wuthozity of the ſame, 


That the County Courts in the reſpective County's, in this Colony, 
ſhall Appoint, and they are hereby Impowred, to Approve of, Nomi- 
nate and Appoint Attorney's in their repo County's, as there ſhall 
be Occaſion, to Plead at the Barr : Which Attorney's, ſhall before 
ſuch Court take the Oath by Law provided for Attorney's : The 
Adminiſtration and taking of which Oath ; together with the ſaid 
Appointment, ſhall be * by the Clerk of the ſaid Court, and 
be a ſufficient Evidence of his Admiſſion as an Attorney at the Barr. 


And that no Perſon, (except in his own caſe ) ſhall be admitted 
to make any Plea at the Barr in any Court, but fuch as are Allowed 
and Qualified Attorney's, aforeſaid. a 2 0 2 


Provided alſs 
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Auditoꝛs and Actions of Account. 
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Tranſgreſſors 
of the Rules 
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la. ger Caſes 2 
& no more. 
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"cabal 


Power of the 
; Auditors, 


And whoſoever ſhall Tranſgreſs the Rules of Pleading, appointed 
by any Court, ſhall be liable to ſuffer ſuch Fine for every ſuch 
Offence, as the ſaid Court ſhall Impoſe; not exceeding the Sum of 


Five Sbillings, | 


And that in all Actions wherein the Title of Land is not concerned, 
and the Demand is not above | Five Paunds, there ſhall be 
allowed but One Attorney on a Side to plead at the Barr: But in 
all other Caſes there ſhall. be allowed to each Party Two Attorney's 
to plead at the Barr; and no more. D 


And the Fees of ſuch Attorney's, ſhall be as Stated in the Table 
of Fees :- And the Party that ſhall recover Judgment, ſhall have his 
Attorney's Fees according to the above Regulation, allowed as part of 
eee HAR 4 | 

And it 1s further Enacted by rhe Wuthozity afozeſald, That in 
each County in this Colony, there ſhall be One King's Attorney, 
who ſhall Proſecute, Manage, and Plead in the County where ſuch 
Attorney is -Appointed, in all Matters proper for, and in behalf of 
Our Sovereign Lord the King : Which Attorney's ſhall alſo be 
Appointed by the reſpective County Courts. 


And that the ſeveral Attorney's, who ſhall be Allowed and Ap- 
pointed, as aforeſaid; ſhall from Time to Time, be under the Di- 
rections of the Courts before whom they ſhall Plead : Who upon 
juſt. Reaſon ſhall and may Diſplace, and wholly Suſpend any of ſaid 
Attorney's, or Fine them, as is before in this Act provided. 
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An Act relating to Auditors, and Actions of 
55 Account. 
* it Enacted by the Governour, Council and Kepreſentativeg, 
in General Court Xllembled, and by * Aut hozity of the ſame, 
That when any Defendant in any Action of Account, depending in 
any County, or Superior Court in this Colony, ſhall plead in his 
Defence afry** Plea, (which being true he ought not to Account) it 
ſhall be Tried by a Jury: And in caſe Verdict be found againſt 
him, the Court ſhall enter up Judgment againſt him that he ſhall 
Account: And thereupon ſhall appoint, Three able, judicious, and 
indifferent Men, Auditors in ſuch Caſe ; who ſhall be Sworn to 
Hear, Examine, and Adjuſt the Account, or Accounts: And the 
Auditors appointed, as aforeſaid, are hereby Authorized and Impowred 
to appoint Time and Place, for the Hearing and Adjuſting the 
Accounts, aforeſaid. And upon the Defendant's Refuſal, ( due Notice 
being given him of the Time and Place appointed) to Attend upon 
them, and produce his Accounts, the Auditors ſhall award to the 
Plaintiff the whole of his Demands : And upon the Parties producing 
to them their Accounts, the Auditors ſhall have Power to adminiſter 
an Oath unto them, to anſwer to ſuch Interrogatories as they ſhall think 
Proper, reſpecting their Accounts: And upon either of the Parties 
refuſal to take ſuch Oath, or to Anſwer directly to ſuch Interrogatories, 
it ſhall. be in the Power of the Auditors to commit the Party ſo 
refuſing to Goal ; there to remain at his own Charge till he will 
Account, or Anſwer, as aforeſaid; - © © © — 
| And 
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And when the Auditors have adjuſted the Accounts, or awarded, 
as aforeſaid, and returned the ſame to the Court, ( either at the ſame 
Seſſions, or the next) that final Judgment ſhall be made up for the 
Recovery of the Sum awarded, and Coſts ; together with ſuch reaſonable 
Coſts for the Service of the Auditors as the © Court ſhall award ; 
which ſhall be by the Party in whoſe Favour the Cauſe is determined, 
gel down to the Auditors; and ſhall be allowed him in his 


And it is further Enacted, That in all Actions t on Book 
Account, if the Account be alledged to be above Five Pounds, that 
the like Method may be taken in appointing Auditors for the Ad- 
juſtment of the Accounts between the Partics : And whoſoever ſhall 
be awarded by them to be in Arrears, the Court ſhal! Enter up 
Fargo: for the Recovery of the ſame ; with additional Coſts, as 

oreſaid. 

And it 1s further Enacted by the Authozitp afozeſaid, That 
Executors, who are alſo reſiduary 22 when = — part 
of their Legacies are with-holden from them by their Co-Executo 
may bring their Action of Account againſt their Co-Executors for the 
Recovery thereof: And the like Action is alſo hereby allowed to 
reſiduary Legataries againſt Executors. 


— — "I 


An Act for Regulating and Auditing the public 
| Accompts. 


* 


preventing of Inconveniences in the Public Accounts,and that no Arrears 
in the Colony's Accounts be ſtanding out after the Year be Expired. 


Be it Enatrted by rhe Governdur, Council and Repreſentatives, 
in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Nuthozity of the ſame, 
That meet Perſons ſhall by this Court be appointed, Annually in 
May, to make up and audit the Colony's Accounts with the Treaſurer 
of the Colony: Which Account ſhall be Audited and Perfected before 
the Sitting of the General Court in O#ober, Yearly. And all ſuch 
Perſons as ſhall be appointed to Audit ſaid Accounts, ſhall before 
their Entring upon that Service, take the Oath provided by Law for 
ſuch Auditors. 

And the Treaſurer is hereby Obliged to make himſelf Debtor for 
the ſeveral Sums due from every of the Towns in this Colony - And 
alſo for all Fines belonging to the Colony Treaſury : And fo for 
the whole Rate, or Sum Total ariſing ; by bringing the ſeveral 
particular Sums into One intire Sum : And to bring in Credit, ( according 
to Law) until he ſhall conſummate and perfect the Colony's Accounts, 
as aforeſaid. And this the ſaid Treaſurer ſhall do Annually, on the 
Penalty of Twenty Pounds, to be Forfeited to the public Treaſury, 
for every Month after the Month of September, Annually, that he ſhall 
negle& to make up and perfect the ſaid Accounts, and pay according 
to the Order of this Court ſuch Sum or Sums as remain Due, 


And the Treaſurer of each reſpective County in this Colony, ſhall 
Annually make himſelf Debtor, for all Fines, and other Monies be- 
longing to the County whereof he is Treaſurer : And alſo make a 
fair Account of his ——— how he hath diſpoſed of —_— 1 
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And the Accounts of - each County Treaſurer ſhall be Annually 
Audited, and Perfected by the Judge and Juſtices of the Coun 
Courts reſpectively, and their reſpective Treaſurers, - | 


And be uit kurther Enaced by. the / Authoziry afogeſaid, That the 
4 05 gy in ſhall Ns give an Account to the 
Treaſurer of the Colony, of all the Fines due to the public Treaſury, 
that the ſame may be gathered and improved for the Uſe of the 
Colony : And a Copy thereof ſhall by the Secretary alſo be Yearly 
Tranſmitted to the Auditors when they ſhall Audit the Treaſurer's 
Accounts. | | 54 
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An Act concerning Ballaſt, 
B* it Enaced by the Governour, Council and Repreſentatives, 


— 
——— 
” 


in General Court Aſſembled, and bp the Authozlty of rhe lame, 


That no Ballaſt ſhall' be taken from any common Shore in an 
Town within this Colony, by any Perſon whatſoever, ( except thoſe 
Maſters of Veſſels and Seamen who Unladed the ſame have neceſſity 
to take it again to Ballaſt their Veſſels ) without Allowance under 
the Hands of Two of the Select-Men of ſuch Town, upon Penalty 
of forfeiting Twenty Shillings for every Ton ſo taken. 


And that no Perſon belonging to any Ship, or other Veſſel, ſhall 
caſt out any Ballaſt into any Channel or other Place inconvenient, 
in any tiver, or Harbour within this Colony, upon Penalty of 
forteiting Five Pounds, 


Any Two Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices of the Peace, to Hear and De- 
termine all Breaches of this Act: And all Fines accruing by Virtue 
of this Act, to be and belong to the Treaſury of the Town where 


the Offence is committed. 
4 
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An Act againſt Barretry, and common 
Barreters. 


BE ſt Enacted by the Governour, Council and Kepreſentativeg, 
in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authoziry of the ſame, 
That if any Perſon ſhall be proved and adjudged a common Bar- 
reter, vexing Others with unjuft, frequent, and needleſs Suits, he ſhall 
pay a Fine 'of Five Pounds, into the public Treaſury of this Colony ; 
by Order of the Court before whom he ſhall be Convicted: And before 
the fame Court he ſhall become Bound, with One Surety, for his 
good Behaviour, (for One Year at leaſt ) Or on Refuſal be com- 
_—_ N remain in Priſon ſaid Time; or till he procure Surety, as 
oreſaid, | 


And the Court before whom ſuch vexatious Suit ſhall be brought, 
may, and is hereby Impowred to reject ſuch Suit; giving Coſt to the 
adverſe Party. 
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An Act concerning Baberry Buſhes, 


HERE. AS the 4b ding of Barberry Buſhes is theught to 
| be very Huriful, by. Occafioning, ( or at teaft Increaſing ) the 
Blaſting of Engliſh Grain. 


7 
— 


Be it therefoze Enaced Aan Eovernour, Council and Bepreſen⸗ 
tatives, in General Courc. wbteo, and by rhe, Aut gos ty of the 
ſame, That the Inhabitants of the ſeveral, Towns in this Colony, 
may, and they are hereby fully Impowred, at their Annual Town 
Meetings, to determine and agree upon the utter Deſtroying of the 
ſaid Buſhes within their reſpective Fownſhips ; and upon the Time 
when, and Manner how the ſame ſhall be done. | 


And if any of the Inhabitants of - ſuch Town, or Towns ſo agreeing, 
ſhall Oppoſe the cutting down ſaid Buſhes within their Fields ard 
Incloſures, and forbid the other Inhabitants coming thereinto for that 
End, they ſhall incur the Penalty of Five Sbillings, to be paid into 
the Treaſury of the Town wherein they dwell.  __ 


And if any ſuch Perſon, of” Perſons ſhall” thenceforward continue 
to Oppoſe the cutting ſaid Buſhes, as aforeſaid, they ſhall alſo incur 
the Penalty of Two Shillings per Month, until. they ſhall declare to 
the Select. Men of ſuch Town their free Conſent for their Entring into 
ſuch Fields, or Incloſures, and Deſtroying the ſaid Buſhes therein 

owing. | 

Said "Penalties, on the Complaint of the Sele&-Men of ſuch Town, 
to be Recovered by diſtraint on the Goods, or Chattles of the Perſon, 
or Perſon fo Offending. | Ab 


Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Perſon, or Perſons have any of 
ſaid Buſhes, the which they make uſe of, or depend upon for a 
Fence, ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall not incur either of the aforeſaid 
Penalties, till after juſt Satisfaction to them be made by the Town, 
as they and the Select-Men can agree; or as by Two or Three 
indifferent Men, choſen by ſaid Parties, or appointed by the Civil 
Authority, (who are Impowred to appoint the ſame ) ſhall judge 
Juſt and Reaſonable. 
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An AQ concerning Baſtards, and Baſtardy. 


E it Enacted by the Gobernour, Couneſl and Repreſentatives. 

in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhoziry of che ſame, 
That he who is Accuſed by any Woman, to be the Father of a 
Baſtard Child, begotten of her Body, ſhe continuing conftant in ſuch 
Accuſation; (being Examined upon Oath, and put upon the diſeovery 
of the Truth in the time of her Travail ) fhall > ata the 
Reputed Father of ſuch Child, notwithſtanding his Denial thereof; 
and ſhall ftand charged with the Maintenance thereof, with the 
aſſiſtance of the Mother, as the County Court of that County in which 
ſuch Child is Born ſhall Order; and give Security to perform ſuch 


Order, and alſo to fave the Town, er Place where ſuch Child is Born 
from Charge for it's Maintenance : Ard the faid Court may commit 

to Priſon ſuch Reputed Father, until he find Sureties for the _ : 
: ulels 
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Unleſs theE- 
vidences for 
the man Ac- 
quit him, 
then, He. 


An Aſſiſtant, 
c. ma dind 
bim accuſed 


to be Father 


of a Baſtard, 
to the Court. 


Preamble. 


Every Town 
to have it's 
Bounds ſet 
out. 


Marks for 
Bougds, 


Towns once a 
year to repew 
theirBounds. 


Penalty for 
neglect, 


Select men of 
a more anci- 
ent Town to 


Notifie, c. 


Charges how 
paid. 


Particular 
Proprietcrs 
of Land Un- 
fenced to have 
Meer ſtones 


Erected, Cc. 


penalty for 
aegledl. 


Unleſs the Proofs, Evidences, and Pleas made and produced on the 
part and behalf of the Man Accuſed, as aforeſaid ; and other Circumſtances 
be ſuch as the Court who have Cognizance of the ſame ſhall ſee Reaſon 
to judge him Innocent, and Acquit him thereof: In which caſe they 
ſhall and may otherwiſe diſpoſe of ſuch Child, _ 


And every Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, (upon his diſcretion) may 
Bind to the next County Court, him that is charged, or ſuſpected to have 
begotten a Baſtard Child : And if the Woman be not delivered, 
the ſaid County Court may Order the Continuance, or Renewal of 
his Bond, that he may be forth coming when ſuch Child is Born. 
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An AR relating to, and for the aſcertaining the 
- Bounds of Towns, and the Lands of particular 
Perſons, ” 


ORASMUC Ha, the Bounds of Towns, and the Lands of 

particular Perſons, are and ought carefully to be Maintained, Kept 
up, and rendred Manifeſt and Certain. 

1 oh „ .. Therefpre, 

Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council and Repreſentatives, 
in General Court Aſembled, and by the Authozity of the lame, 
That every Town in this Colony ſhall their Bounds to be ſet 
out ; which ſhall be done by ſuch Marks, and Boundaries, as may 
be a plain Direction for the future: Which Marks, and Boundaries 
ſhall be a great heap of Stones, or a Ditch of Six Feet long, and 
Two Feet and Half wide, of ordinary depth, at every Corner of 
the Townſhip : And in the Lines drawn, or running from Corner to 
Corner, one. ſuch Mark, (at leaſt ) in every Eighty Rods, 


And when their Bounds are carefully ſet out, as aforeſaid, Two, 
or more Perſons ſhall by the Select-Men of each Town, be appointed 
to Renew the Bounds between their Towns, at leaſt Once in every 
Year, either in the Month of March, or April; upon Penalty of 
Four Pounds Forteiture ; to be incurred by every Town, who ſhall 
neglect the ſame : The one half of which Forfeiture ſhall be to the 
uſe of the Neighbouring Town with whom they do refuſe, or neglect 
to ou in Perambulation, or Renewing the Marks ; and the other 
half to the County Treaſury. 

And the Sele&t-Men of the moſt ancient Town, are to give Notice 
to the Sele&-Men of the next adjacent Towns of the Time, and 
Place of their Meeting for ſuch Perambulation, Six Days before hand. 


And the Perſons appointed for ſuch Perambulation, ſhall go in their 
ſeveral Quarters, by Order of the Selet-Men, at the Charge of the 
reſpective Towns which ſend them. 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaſd, That all 
particular Proprietors, and 5 Lands oe Unfenced, or in 2 
Common Field with Others, ſhall Bound every Parcel thereof, with 
ſufficient Meer- Stones, of Eighteen Inches long, (at leaſt ) whereot 
Six Inches ſhall be above Ground ; and ſhall preſerve, and keep them 
ſo, upon Penalty of forfeiting Ten Shillings for every Month, in which 
they are not fo kept. 1 


ACTS AND EAW 


6 and providing Brandes. 15 


—— —„-— 


d 11 ay particular F ᷑roptietor of Lands lying in Common, as aforeſaid, 
th. i r-tuſe to go by himſelt, (or his Agent) to Renew, and Perambulate 
the gos bet wren his Lands; and the Land of thoſe whoſe Land lieth 
next to the ſame once a; Year ; in the Months of March or April.; or elſe 
of October or November, heing Requeſted thereunto by the adjoining. Pro- 
pri: tor, upon one Weeks. Warning, he ſhall forfeit for every days Neglect 
alter ſuch Warning, the Sum of Hive Shillings: Half to the Party Com- 
plaintng,. and Prolecuting ; the other half to the Fown Treaſury. - 


Provided, All Breadhes of ui det be Complained of, and Profecuted 
to the next County Court in "that your 


8 
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An Act for the akceriaitiing Town Brands; and'j provi- 
ding and regulating Branding, and Brandersof Horſes. 


E it Enaced by t 


nm.. 


Sober nour, Council and Keprelentativeg, 

in General Court embed, and by. the Uuthozity of the ſame, 
That each Town in this Colony, ſhall have a Town Brand to Brand 
their Horſes with: Which ſhall be the ſeveral. Letters, or Figures as are 


hereafter, and hereby directed; That is to ſay, 

Hartford A | Farmington * Hebron wi 
3 B | Mo 1 Mansfield IN) 

| Symsbury | | Pompbret E. 

| Say- Brot bar Stratford © +4 7 olland 'T 
Greenwich E. a | Feodbury - | P 22 6 
Fairfield - Ie 2 Litchfield 9g 
Guilford | Waterbury 7 I Abford 2 
New- Haven H Lebanon | Newtown” 7 
Windſor — Glaſſenbury 0 | Kidgefeld 0 
For Stoningtown K For Wen F as Bolton U 
Neu- London L * Willington 

\ ME Milford _ M 'l L Neu- Milford I. 

| Norwich N ( I Danbay 1 1 Salſoury & 

| Norwalk 0 | Coventry U Eaft- Haddam 

' Lyme Q Canterbury -C N Sbaron 8 
Stanford S | Durbam ID New FairfieldNF 
Fray T „ | Killngh N Torrington 17 

Killingworth V Groton 2 | NewHariford Vo 
| Wethersfield W Colchefer (J | 
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16 Regulating the Aſſize of Bricks. 
TheBrandeto Every of which Brands ſhall be ſet reſpectively on every Horſe, 


be ſet un the 


left Shoulder. 


A ſuitable 
Number of 


perſons in 


eachTown to 
beBranders of 
Horſes, & e 


Penalty of 

40 5. for pre- 
ſuming ta 

Brand Horſes 
at any place 
but at the T. 
Pound, or & 


Penalty of 51. 
for refuſing to 
Brand, Se. 


Counterfeit- 
ing a Brand, 
or, &qc to for. 
feit 51. 


Bricks length 
breadth and 
thickneſs, 


Upper ſide of 
the Mould to 
be ſhod, & c. 


Bricks to be 
for feited, in 
cale, Ce. 


and Horſe-Kind, on their Near, or Left Shoulder. 

And the Inhabitants of each Town ſhall chooſe a ſuitable Number 
of Perſons,” ( not exceeding Six) to be Branders of Horſes in ſuch 
Town; and each Brander thall be under Oath z and ſhall make an 
Entry, or Record of all Horſe-Kind by him ſo Branded; with the 
Age and Colour, Natural and Artificial Marks; in a Book kept by 
him for that purpoſe : And alſo all Sales, and Exchanges made of 
any Horſe, or Horſe-Kind which ſhall be preſented unto him, he 
ſhall Enter and Record in his faid Book ; with the Names of Buyer 
and Seller, or Exchangers, and Place, or Places of their Reſidence ; 
together with the Price, or Conſideration received, or paid for ſaid 
Horſe, or Horſe-Kind : And (for ready Pay) ſhall give Copies of 
any ſuch Entries, of Records by him made when demanded. 
And if any ſuch Brander ſhall preſume to Brand any Horſe, Mare, 
or Colt, that is above One Year old, at any ether Place than at a 
Town Pound; or at that Place, or thoſe Places appointed by the 
Town for that Work ( unleſs he has firſt received a ſpecial Order 
from the Select-Men of ſuch Town ſo to do) he ſhall forfeit the Sum 
of Ferty Shillings, for every ſuch Offence : One half to the Complainer, 
and the other half to the Treaſury of the Town in which he lives. 


And if any ſuch Brander ſhall refuſe, or negle& to Brand, or Record 
any Horſe, Mare, or Colt ( except ſuch as he is by Law forbidden 
to Brand, and Enter) preſented to him by any Perſon, or Perſons 
after his juſt; Fees are Tendred to him for the ſame ; or ſhall refuſe, 
or neglect to grant Copies of his Records, as aforeſaid, he ſhall for 
every ſuch Offence forfeit Five Shillings, to the Perſon preſenting ſuch 
Horſe, or deſiring ſuch Copies ; and all Damages ſuſtained by ſuch 
Perſon, and by Yam made to appear through ſuch Branders neglect. 


And be it further Enacted by rhe Authozity afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Counterfeit any Town d, or cauſe to be 
Branded any Horſe, Mare, or Colt on the Near, or Left Shoulder, 
with any Letter, or Figure being the Brand of any Town in this 
Colony, without the Knowlege, or Order of One of the Branders of 
ſuch Town, (under his Hand) he or they ſo Offending, ſhall forfeit 
the Sum of Five Pounds, for every ſuch Offence : One half to the 
Complainer ; and the other half to the County Treaſury. 


* 
— 


An Act for Regulating the Aſſize of Bricks. 


E it Enacted by the,Sovernour, Council and Kepreſentativeg, 
in General Court Alembled, and by the Authoziry of the ſame, 
hat the Length of all Bricks, made within this Colony, ſhall be full 
Nine Inches ; and their Breadth Four Inches and an half ; and their 
Thickneſs Two Inches and an half. 

And that the upper Side of every Mould uſed to make Bricks in, 
that Side on which they are Struck, ſhall be ſhed, or plaited with 
ron. 3 2 

And whoſoever ſhall put to Sale any Bricks that are not made 
according to this Act, ſhall forfeit all ſuch Bricks, or the full Value 
thereof : One half to the Complainer ; and the other half to the Treaſury 


of the County wherein the Offence is committed. 
F ” | | An AQ 
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An Act relating to Bridges. 


E it Enatted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentativeg, in 

General Court Nllembled, and by rhe Authozity of the ſame, 
That the Inhabitants of the ſeveral Towns within this Colony, ſhall 
Make, Build, Keep, and Maintain in good, and ſufficient Repair all 
the needful High- Ways, and Bridges within their reſpective Town- 
ſhips : Unleſs where it belongs to any particular Perſon, or Perſons 
to Maintain ſuch Bridge in any particular Caſe, | 


And that if it ſhall ſo happen at any Time, that any Perſon ſhall 
looſe his Life, through the Defect, or Inſufficiency of any Bridge, or 
High-Way in any Townſhip in this Colony, in paſſing over any 
ſuch Bridge, or High-Way after due Warning given unto any of the 
Select- Men of the Town, in which ſuch defective Bridge, or High- 
Way is, or to the Perſon who ought to Maintain the fame, in Writing 
under the Hand of Two Witneſſes ; or a Preſentment made to the 
County Court of the County in which ſuch Town is, of fuch Defective 
Ways, or Bridges; that then the Town, or Perſon which ought to 


Secure, and keep in ſufficient Repair ſuch Ways, or Bridges, ſhall 


pay a Fine of One Hundred Pounds, to the Parents, Huſband, Wife, 
or Children; or next of Kin fo the Perſon Deceaſed. 


And if it ſhall fo happen that any Perſon ſhall looſe a Limb, 
break a Bone ; or receive any other Bruiſe, or Breach in any part 
of his Body, through, or by means of ſuch Defect, aforeſaid ; the 
Town, or Perſon through whoſe Negle& ſuch Hurt is done, ſhall 
pay to the Party ſo Hurt, or Wounded double Damages. 


And the like Satisfaction ſhall be made for any Team, Cart, or 
Carriage-Horſe, or other Beaſt, or Loading, to the Owner thereof; 
in 7 — to the Damage ſuſtained, as aforeſaid. All which Forfeitures, 
and Damages to be Recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint, or Information. 


And that fuch Bridges, and Paſſages. in Towns may more Effet ually 
be kept in ſufficient Repair, and ſuch Damages Prevented, 


g * 

Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozefaſdy, That upon the 
Complaint of any ſuch be E Perſaf s ay 50 Aſſiſtant, o Juſtice 
of the Peace, ſuch Authority ſha!' be; and they are hereby, reſpectively 
fully Impowred, to Iſſue ov! Warrants to the Conſtable, to Impreſs 
ſuch Workmen in their I ownſhip as ſhall be needful to Secure and 
Repair ſuch Defective Bridges, or Paſſages : Which Workmen ſhall 
be paid by the Town, or Perſons to who Bridges, and Paſſages 


4+ 


do belong to Maintain, 


— — 


An Act relating to Briefs. 


B* ir Enaced bp the Governour, Council and Kepreſentatibes, in 
Seneral Court Alerfibted, and by the Aurhozity of the lame, 


That no Briets craving} the charitable Contributions of the People, in 
any of the Towns, or Plantations in this Colony, ſhall be Read, or 
Attended in any of the ſaid Towns, or Plantations, without it have 
the Allowance of the Governour and Council, and be by them Directed 
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ACTS AND LAWS. 


18 Boats and Canoes, Buzglazy and Robbezy, 


F#*: 


On Penaly of 
1 


Preamble, 


Any Perſon 
who take & 
uſe a Boat or 
Cannoe „Ex- 
cept, &e. 
without Li- 
ber ty, to pay 
3 4. over & 


above, &c. 


Any Perſon 
that ſhall 
commitBurg- 
lary, or be 
guilty of o- 
pen Robbery, 
to beBranded 
have one Ear 
cut off, & be 
Whipt 15 
Stripes, 


2d Offence,be 
Branded, his 
other Ear cut 
off, & Whipt 
25 Stripes 


zd Offence, to 
be put to 
__ 


into what Towns, or Congregations it ſhall paſs; ( Unleſs it be on 
ſome ſpecial Occaſion for any diſtreſſed, or afflicted Perſon of their 
own Inhabitants ) 1 28 of the Forfeiture of Five Pounds, for 
every Perſon that ſhall Read, and Publiſh any ſuch Brief, not Allowed 


and Directed, as aforeſaid : To be Recovered of ſuch Offender by 


Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any Court of Record : One Third of 
which Penalty, or Forfeiture, ſhall be to him that ſhall Inform, and 
Proſecute to Effect: And the other Two Thirds to the County 


Treaſury. 


An Act to prevent the taking, and uſing Boats, and 
Canooes without Leave, 


HERE AS the taking, and uſing of Boats, and Canooes 
without Liberty, is too frequently Practiſed to the Damage 
of the Owners thereof. | 


Which to Prevent : 


Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and bp the Authozity of the ſame, 
That whoſoever ſhall take, and uſe any kind of Boat, or Canooe, 
other than ſuch as ſhall be taken up going adrift, and looſe from 
any Shoar, or found when driven away and loſt, without Liberty 
from the Owner, or Owners thereof, ſhall for every ſuch Offence, 
Forfeit, and Pay to the Owner, or Owners thereof the Sum of Three 
Shillings, over and above the Damages ſuch Owner, or Owners ſhall 
ſuſtain by his, or their Boat, or Canooe being taken, and uſed, as 
aboveſaid, To be Recovered by an Action of Debt. 


„ 


An Act for the Puniſhment of Burglary, and 
| Robbery, 


E ir Enacted by the ESovernour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, 
in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of rhe ſame, 


Houſe, or Shop wherein Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes are kept; 
Or ſhall Robb any Perſon in the Field, or High-Way ; ſuch Perſon 
ſo Offending, ſhall for the Firſt Offence be Branded on the Forehead 
with the Capital Letter g. on a hot Iron, and have One of his 
Ears nailed to a Poſt, and cut off; and alſo be Whipt on the naked 
Body, Fifteen Stripes. 


And for the Second Offence, fuch Perſon ſhall be Branded, as 
aforeſaid ; and have his Other Ear nailed, and cut off, as aforeſaid 
and be Whipped on the naked Body, Twenty Five Stripes. 


And if ſuch Perſon ſhall commit the fke Offence a Third Time, 
he ſhall be put to Death, as being Incorrigible. 


=» 
* * * * 
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An Act 


That whoſoever ſhall commit Burglary, by breaking up any Dwelling- 
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ACTS AND LAWS, 


Alſize of Cask. Mazking Cattel, Swine, 


Oc. 19 


An Act for aſcertaining and regulating the Afize of 
Cask ; and preventing Fraud in packing of Beef, 
Pork, and Fiſh, for Sale. 


E ir Enaced by the Governoux, Council and Repreſentatives, in 

General Courc Aſſembled, and by rhe Authozity of the ſame, 
That all forts and kinds of Tight Caſks, uſed for all, and every 
kind of Liquor, Fiſh, Beef, Pork ; or any other Commoditi-s, within 
this Colony, ſhall be of the London Aﬀize ; THAT IS To Say, 
Butts, to contain One Hundred and Twenty Six Gallons ; Puncheons, 
Eighty Four Gallons ; Hogſheads, Sixty Three Gallons ; Tearles, 
Forty Two Gallons ; Barrels, Thirty One Gallons, and an Halt : 
And that all ſuch Caſks ſhall be made of ſound, well ſeaſoned Timber, 
and free of Sap. 


And that ſuitable Perſons be appointed from Time to Time, in all 
Places, or Towns needful, to View and Gage all ſuch Caſk : And 
ſuch as ſhall be found of due Aſſize, ſhall be Marked with the 
Gagers Mark : Who ſhall have for his pains Six-pence per Ton. 


And every Cooper ſhall ſet his diſtin&t Brand Mark on his own 
Caſk, on penalty of Ten Shillings. 


And whoſoever ſhall put to Sale any new Caſk, being defeStive 
either in Workmanſhip, Timber, or Aſſize, as aforeſaid, upon Proof 
thereof, made before any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, he 
ſhall Forfeit ſuch Caſk, or the Value thereof: One half to the 
Complainer ; and the Other half to the Town Treaſury. 


And be ir further Enaaed by the Authozity afozeſaid, That the 
ſeveral Towns in this Colony, at their Annual Town-Meetings, ſhall 
chooſe ſome fit Perſon, or Perſons to be Gagers, and Packers ; who 
ſhall be Sworn to a faithful Diſcharge of their Office. 


And every Packer ſhall have of the Owners Four-pence per Barrel, 
for every Barrel of Pork, Beef, or Fiſh he ſhall Pack, 


And every Gager, and Packer, ſhall take care that all Caſk in which 
he, or they ſhall pack Beef, Pork, or Fiſh; or other Goods committed 
to his, or their Care, be of true and full Aſſize : And that he, or they, 
Pack the ſame in no other Caſk whatſoever ; on Penalty of Five 
Shillings for every Caſk Packed by him, or them, that is, or ſhall 
be Defective in that Reſpect. . 

* 

And if any of the before- mentioned Proviſions ſhall be Packed 
into Half Barrels, or Firkins, the ſame ſhall be made in proportion 
to the Aſſize, aforeſaid; and be Marked by the Packer. | 


An Act for the Marking of Cattel, Swine, &c. 


0 prevent Diſputes, and Differences that may ariſe in the Owning, 
and Claiming of Cattel, Sheep, and Swine, that may be Loft, or 
Stray away. 
D 2 
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Cducating and governing of Children. 


Owners of 
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Ear Mark, or 
Brand them, 
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Preamble, 
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Calling. 


Beit Enacted bp the Governoux, Council and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of the ſame, That 
all the Owners of any Cattel, Sheep, or Swine within this Colony, 


ſhall Ear Mark, or Brand all their Cattel, Sheep, and Swine, that 
are above half a Year Old ; and that they ſhall cauſe their ſeveral 
Marks to be Regiſtred in the Town Book. 


And whatſoever Cattel, Sheep, or Swine ſhall be found Unmarked, 
and not Branded, as aforeſaid, the Owners thereof ſhall Forfeit Two 
Shillings per Head : One half whereof ſhall be to the Complainer ; 
and the other half to the Town Treaſury. 


ns as; me 


An Act for Educating, and Governing of 
Children. 


O RAS MUC H as the Education, and well Governing of 
Children, is of ſingular Benefit to a People; and whereas many 
Parents, and Maſters, are too Negligent of their Duty in the Matter. 


Be it Enacted by the Governour. Council and Repreſentatives, in 
Eenexal Court Allembled, and by rhe Authozity of rhe Came, 
That all Parents, and Maſters of Children, ſhall by themſelves, or 
Others, Teach, and Inſtruct; or cauſe to be Taught, and Inſtructed, 
all ſuch Children as are under their Care, and Government, according 
to their Ability to Read the Engli/þ Tongue well; and to Know 
the Laws againſt Capital Offenders : And if unable to do ſo much, 
then at leaſt to Learn ſome ſhort Orthodox Catechiſm without 
Book ; ſo as to be able to Anſwer to the Queſtions that ſhall be 
propounded to them out of ſuch Catechiſm, by their Parents, Maſters, 
or Miniſters, when they ſhall call them to an Account of what they have 
Learned of that Kind. 


And if any Parent, or Maſter ſhall Negle& the performing what 
is by this Act Required of them, every ſuch Parent, or Maſter being 
thereof legally Convicted before any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the 
Peace, ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of Twenty Sbillings; to and for 
the uſe of the Poor of the Town whereto they belong. 


And that the Select-Men of every Town in this Colony, in their 
ſeveral Precin&s, and Quarters, ſhall have a vigilant Eye, and Inſpection 
over their Brethren, and Neighbours ; and ſee that none of them ſuffer 
ſo much Barbariſm in any of their Families, as to want ſuch Learning, 
and Inſtruftion : And to take care that due Proſecutions be made for 
the Breach of this Act. 


And the Grand-Jury-Men in each Town, are hereby Required to 
take care, and ſee that what is by this Act Required for the Education 
of Children, be duly Performed : And to make Preſentment of all 
Breachez of this Act which ſhall come to their Knowlege. 


And be ir further Enacted by the Authozfty afozeſaid, That all 
Parents, and To — ſhall Imp Ing: bring up their Children, and 
Apprentices in ſome honeſt, and lawful Calling, ur, or Imployment, 
profitable for themſelves, and the Colony. 3 
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ACTS AND LAWS, 


Commiſſiions of Collectozs to be Regiſtred, Sc, 2: 


— — 


And if the Select-Men of the Town where ſuch Parents, or Maſters 
live, after Admonition by them given to ſuch Parents, or Maſters, 
ſhall find them ſtill Negligent of their Duty, in the particulars afore- 
mentioned in this Act; whereby ſuch Children grow Rude, Stubborn, 
and Unruly, ſuch Select-Men, with the Advice of the next Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall take; and they are hereby fully Autho- 
rized, and Impowred, to take ſuch Children, and Apprentices from 
their Parents, or Maſters, and place them with, and bind them to 
ſome Maſter, or Maſters ; Males till they are Twenty One Years of 
Age, and Females till they are Eighteen Years of Age ; to the End 
they may be ſuitably Inſtructed, Imployed, and Governed : Which 
Binding ſhall be good, and effectual for the holding, and governing 
ſuch Children the Terms, aforeſaid. 


And that whatſoever Child, or Servant, upon Complaint made, ſhall 
be Convicted of any Stubborn, or Rebellious Carriage againſt theit 


Parents, or Governours, before any Two. Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices of the 


Peace, ſuch Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices are hereby Authorized, and Impowred, 


upon ſuch Conviction, to commit ſuch Child, or Servant to a Houſe 
of Correction; there to remain under hard Labour, and ſevere Puniſh- 
ment; ſo long as the ſaid Authority ſhall judge Meet: Who on 
the Reformation of ſuch Children, and Servants, may Order their 
Releaſe ; and return 'to their Parents, or Maſters, aforeſaid. 


_ Y 


* 


An Act for Regiſtring the Commiſſions of 
Collectors in the Secretary's Officc. 


HERE AS the admitting of Perſons to ad as Collectors of 
the Cuſtoms in this Colony ; unleſs Authorized thereunto, as is 
Required in an Att of Parliament, Made in tbe Seventh and Eighth 
Year of King W 1 L L I Au the Third, Entituled, An Ad for Pre- 
venting Fraud, and Regulating Abuſes in the Plantation Trade ; may be 
4 great Prejudice to His Majeſty's Intereſt; as well as Injurious to His 
Majeſty's Subj edis. | [7 . % 0 


Therefore, 


Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court - Aſſembled, / and by the Qurhozity of the ſame, 
That no Perſon whatſoever, ſhall at any Time” hereafter, have, and 
exerciſe the Power, and Office of Collector of the Cuſtoms, in any 
Place, or Port within this Colony, before he has produced to the 
Governour, and Council, a Commiſſion that End, Lawfully, and 
Duly Executed, Authorizing him thereunto'y and hath preſented the 
lame to be Recorded in tlie Secretary s Office. 


And if any Perſon ſhall preſume to Exerciſe the Office, or Act 
as ſuch Collector; or as Deputed by ſuch Collector, before ſuch 
Collector has produced to the Governour, and Council ( being thereunto 
Required) ſuch his Commiſſion; and before the ſame has been pre- 
ſented to be Recorded, . as aforeſaid, ſhall incur the Penalty of One 
Hundred Pounds : To be Recovered in any of His Majeſty's Courts 
of Record in this Colony. One Moiety' ef ſaid Penalty to be to the 
Treafury of this Colony: ; and the other Moiety to him who ſhall 
Proſecute for the Recovery of the ſame to Effect. 7 At 
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An Act relating to Conſtables, 


E ir Enacted by the Governour, Council and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by rhe Aurhoziry of the ſame, 
That the Conſtables in each Town in this Colony, ſhall be Yearly 
Choſen to that Office; and Sworn by ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of 
the Peace: Or where there are no ſuch Authority in any Town, 
by the Town Clerk of that Town, before the Firſt of January in 
each Year. 


And that One, and but One Conſtable, ſhall be appointed by each 
Town, to levy, and gather their Country Rate ; and make up their 
Accounts thereof with the Treaſurer. 


That every Perſon Tendred to any Conſtable of any Town in this 


Colony, by any Conſtable, or other Officer belonging to any of the 


Neighbouring Governments, with a Warrant from any of their Au— 
thority, ſhall preſently be Received, and forthwith Conveyed from 
Conſtable to Conſtable, by the reſpective Conſtables in this Colony; 
until ſuch Perſon ſhall be brought unto the Place to which he, or 
ſhe is ſent; or before ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace in this 
Colony ; who ſhall diſpoſe of him, or them as the juſtice of the 
Caſe ſhall require, 


That every Conſtable ſhall duly receive all Hue-and-Cries ; and the 
ſame diligently purſue to full Effect, ſuch as are granted, and ſent 
out after Capital, or Criminal Offenders, at the coſt, and charge of 
this Colony: But ſuch as are taken out by particular Perſons in their 
own Caſes, at the coſt, and charge of thoſe who take them out, 


That every Conſtable within this Colony, is hereby Authorized, 
and fully Impowred, to -put forth Purſuits, or Hue-and-Cries after 
Murderers, Peace-Breakers, Thieves, Robbers, Burglarers ; and anyOther 
Capital Offenders; where no Magiſtrate, or Juſtice of the Peace is 
near at hand. + 

As alſo without Warrant, to Apprehend ſuch as are overtaken 
with Drink ; guilty of prophane Swearing, Sabbath-Breaking, Lying ; 
alſo Vagrant Perſons, Unſcaſonable Night- Walkers; Or any Others 
that ſhall-Offend in any of theſe : Provided, They be Taken, and 
Apprehended in the Manner ; either by the Sight of the Conſtable, 


or preſent Information of ſome Others. 
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As, alſo. to make Search for all ſuch Perſons, either on the Sabbath, 
or other Days, when there ſhall be Occaſion in Taverns, and other 
ern Places, or Houſes ; and thoſe: to Apprehend, and keep in 
ſafe Cuſtody, till Opportunity ſerves to bring them before the next 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, for further Examination; in Order 


to their being) proceeded againſt according to Law. 


\ That each, and every Conſtable, ſhall have. Power and Authority 
to Serve, and Execute ſuch lawful Precepts, Writts, or Warrants, as 
are directed to them from lawful Authority. 


* Ang, hall x al the Payer: of Water Bailiffs in the ſeveral reſpective 
Towns ia this Colony, when and where there ſhall be Occalion for 
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Provided nevertheleſs, That when any Conſtable is Imployed, or 
Commanded by any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, to Apprehend, 
or Arreſt any Perſon, or Perſons ; he ſhall not do it without a 
Warrant in Writing. el 1 


Be it further Enacted by the Auth afozeſaid, That all 
Conſtables may; and from Time to Time ſhall, make diligent Search 
throughout the Limits of their Town, upon the Lord's-Days, and on 
all other Times ; as oft as they ſhall be Informed, or ſee Cauſe, 
for ſuch Offenders as ſhall lye Tipling in any Inn, or Houſe of 
Entertainment, or Private Houſe, Exceſſively, or Unſeaſonably: And 
after ſuch as Retail Strong Drink without Licenſe. And alſo Warn 
all thoſe that frequent public Houſes, and ſpend their Time there 
Idly, to forbear. And alſo Warn all thoſe that Keep ſuch Houſes, 
not to ſuffer any ſuch Perſons in their Houſes. And to make due 
Preſentment of all Breaches of Law, ( coming within their Knowlege ) 
to ſome Authority proper to Receive the ſame, Once in every Month, 


And if upon due Information, any Conſtable ſhall Refuſe, or Neglect 
to make ſuch Search, Seiſure, and Preſentment, and be thereof legally 
Convicted, he ſhall pay a Fine of Five Shillings to the Treaſury of the 
Town whereto he belongs. 


And the better to Enable, and more Effe@ually to Oblige the reſpective 
Conſtables to Execute their Office, 


t is further Enacted by the Wurho:ltp afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon ſhall Refuſe at any Time to aſſiſt any Conſtable in the Execution 
of his Office, being by him duly thereunto Required, he ſhall Forfeit 
Ten Shillings. 

And if it appear that any Perſon ſhall wilfully, obſtinately, or 
contemptuouſly Refuſe to aſſiſt ſuch Conſtable, as is before Expreſſed, 
he ſhall Forfeit, and pay to the Uſe of the Town where the Offence 
is committed, Forty Shillings, The ſaid Offence to be Heard, and 
Tried by any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, 


And if any Conſtable, or other Perſon, upon urgent Occaſion, 


ſhall refuſe to uſe his beſt Endeavour, in raiſing, and proſecuting 
Hue-and-Cries, either on Foot, or by Horſe, (if Need be) after 
Capital Offenders, he ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Forty Sbillings, to the 
Uſe aforeſaid : To be Determined, as aforeſaid. 


That every Conſtable in this Colony, ſhall be furniſhed with a 
Black Staff, having a Head with the King's Arms th n ; which 
Staves they ſhall carry when upon the King's Buſineſs ; as a Token, 
or Badge of their Office : hich Staves the Select-Men of each 
Town in this Colony are to take care to provide at the Towns Charge ; 
upon penalty of Five Shillings, for every Months Neglect: One half 
to be to him, or them that ſhall Profecute for the ſame ; and 
the other half to the Town Treaſury, 


And in caſe any Town, by the Death, or Removal of the Conſtable, 
or Conſtables thereof, ſhall become wholly Deſtitute of ſuch Officers, 
ſuch Town ſhall forthwith Aſſemble, and proceed to the Choice of 
a Conſtable, or Conſtables to ſupply the - Vacancy ſo made; who 
ſhall be Sworn according to Law. | 
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An Act for Enabling Communities, to Maintain, 
Recover, and Defend their Common Rights, 
Eſtates, and Intereſts, | 


E it Enacted by rye Governour, Councik, and Kepreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Wathoziry of the ſame, 
That it ſhall, and may be Lawful, for all, and every Town, Village, 
Precint, Truſtees for Schools; Proprietors of Common, and Un- 
divided Lands, Grants, and other Eſtates, and Intereſts ; and all other 
Lawful Societies, or Communities whatſoever, to Sue, Commence, and 


Proſecute any Suits, or Actions, for the Maintaining, Recovery, or 


Defence of their Grants, Intereſts, and Eſtates, in any Court proper 
to Try the ſame : And to. Appear, either by themſelves, Agents, or 
Attornies : And in like manner to Defend in all ſuch Suits, and 
Actions, as ſhall be Brought, or Commenced againſt them. 


And when any ſuch Town, Village, Precinct, Truſtees, Proprietors, 
or Society, as aforeſaid, ſhall be Sued, it ſhall be ſufficient Notice for 
them to Appear, and Anfwer, to leave a True, and an Atteſted Copy 
of the Writ, . or Summons, containing ſuch Suit, or Action with their 
Clerk, or other principal Member, Inhabitant, or Proprietor, Twelve 
Days before the Sitting of the Court where the Caſe is to be Heard ; 
as in other Actions is provided. n 


An Act againſt Counterfeiting Bills of public Credit, 
Coins, or Currencies; and emitting, and paſſing 


Bills, or Notes on private Credit: and to prevent 
Injuſtice in paſſing Counterfeit Bills, 


Leit Enacted by the Governour, Council and Repreſentatives, in 
IJ General Court Allembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That whoſoever ſhall preſume to Forge, Counterfeit, or Alter any 


of the Bills of Credit of this Colony ; or of the Bills of Credit of 


the Provinces, or Colonies of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, New-York, New- 
Hampſbire, ' Rhode-Iſland, and New-Ferſey, that now are, or hereafter 
ſhall be, by Law Emitted, and Eſtabliſhed, either in this, or either 
of the aforeſaid Provinces, or Colonies : Or that ſhall Utter, and 
put Off any ſuch Forged, Counterfeit, or Altered Bill, or Bills, Knowing 
them to be ſuch : Or that ſhall Counſel, Adviſe, Procure ; or any ways 
Aſſiſt in the Forging, Counterfeiting, Imprinting, Stamping, Altering, 
or Signing of any Falſe, Forged, and Counterfeit Bill, or Bills, Knowing 
them to be ſuch Or that ſhall Engrave any Plate; or Make any 
other Inſtrument to be uſed for that purpoſe. Every Perſon, or 
Perſons ſo Offending, being thereof Convidted before any of the Superior 
Courts in this Colony, ſhall be Puniſhed, by having his Right Ear cut 
off ; and ſhall be Branded on the Forehead with the Capital Letter C, 
on a hot Iron; and be committed to a Work-Houſe, there to be 
confined, and kept to Work, under the care of a Maſter ;. and not 
to depart. therefrom without ſpecial Leave from this Aſſembly, till 
the Day. of his Diet under the Penalty of being ſeverely Whipt, 
by Order from any Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice : And thereupon to 
be returned to his former Confinement, and Labour, 


And 
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And all the Eſtate of any Perſon Offending, as aforeſaid, ſhall be 
Forfeited to this Government; and my be accordingly Seiſed for 
that purpoſe, by Order of the Court before whom ſuch Offender is 
Convicted. 400 £1; ; | 


And the Perſon Convicted, as aforeſaid, ſhall be debarred of all 
Trade, and Dealing within this Colony; on the Penalty of being 
ſeverely Whipft. 


And that ſuch Offenders may more EffeAually be Diſcovered, and 
Proſecuted, | 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That whoſoever 
ſhall make Diſcovery, and give Information of ſuch Vile, and Wicked 
Practiſes of ſuch Making, or Uttering any Falſe, and Counterfeit Bills ; 
or of Making any of the Inſtruments, aforeſaid ; or of Aiding therein, 
ſo that the Perſon, or Perſons Guilty thereof be Tendred to Juſtice, 
and Convicted ; every ſuch Informer ſhall have, and receive as a 
Reward for his good Service, in Diſcovering and Informing, as aforeſaid, 
the Sum of Ter Pounds: To be Ordered out of the public Treaſury 
by the Court before whom ſuch Conviction is had. 


And the more Effedtually to prevent the Paſſing of ſuch Counterfeit, 
Forged, or Altered Bills, and Injuſtice ariſing thereby. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afo2eſaid, That when, and 
ſo often as it ſhall happen that any ſuch Falſe, Forged, Altered, or 
Counterfeit Bill ſhall te brought to the Treaſurer of this Colony, or offered 
to him in Payment of Rates ; or to be Exchanged, he ſhall Secure 
them: And he is hereby Authorized to Seiſe, and Retain them ; 
Entering on the Back thereof the Name of the Perſon in whoſe 
Poſſeſſion they were : And then deliver the ſame into the Hands of 
ſome Authority, to be- Enquired into. 


And every Aſſiſtant, and Juſtice of the Peace is hereby alſo 
Authorized, and Impowred to Seiſe, and take into his Cuſtody ev 
ſuch Falſe Bill which he ſhall ſee, obſerve, or have knowlege of, 
and the ſame to Retain ; Entring on the Back-ſide thereof the Name 
of the Perſon from whom he takes the ſame : And at his Diſcretion 
to cauſe the Perſon from whom he took ſuch Bill ; or the Perſon 
from whom the Treaſurer took ſuch Bill, and lodged with him to 
come before him to be Examined in the Premiſſes; and to adminiſter 
an Oath to ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, to declare of whom he, or they 
received it : And thereon to proceed in his Enquiries, in manner 
aforeſaid, after the Author of the Miſchief, as far as ſuch Authority's 
Diſcretion will guide him, 


Be it further Enacted by the Nuthozitp afozeſaid, That whenſoever 
any Perſon ſhall be the Poſſeſſor of any ſuch Falſe, or Counterfeit 
Bill, he ſhall, ( on his diſcovering it to be ſuch ) deliver the ſame to 
ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace ; and Inform him that he 
concludes the ſame to be Falſe, and Counterfeit : And if ſuch 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſhall ſuppoſe the ſame to be Falſe, as aforeſaid, 
he ſhall take the ſame, and write the Name of the Perſon of whom 
he received it on the Back of ſaid Bill; and that it was delivered 
to him as a Counterfeit Bill, | 
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And ſuch Perſons that ſo delivers up ſuch Bill, or from whom ſuch 
Bill is taken in either of the Methods aforeſaid, may after ſuch delivery, 
or taking, go to the Perſon of whom he received the ſame, and demand 
of him Pay thereof ; informing him where ſuch Bill is lodged. 


And if the Perſon of whom he received ſaid Bill ſhall Refuſe or 
Negle&t to make him Satisfaction therefor; or without ſuch Demand, 
Information, and Refuſal, ( if Need fo require) may bring his Action 
for his Damage in not Paying him for ſaid Bill, or for putting off 
ſach Bill to him, before any Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, 
proper to Try the ſame ; alledging the ſame to be taken or delivered 
up, as aforeſaid. 


And in the Trial of any ſuch Caſe, if the Bill be found to be 
Falſe, Forged, or Counterfeit, to the Satisfaction of the Court that 
Tries the ſame, the ſaid Court ſhall 3 to Enquire into the Equity 
of the Cauſe, by Examining the Parties under Oath ; and taking 
any other Evidences as they ſhall judge Juſt, and Right: And upon 
their finding to their Satisfaction, that ſuch Plaintiff received the ſame 
Bill of the Defendant for a True Bill, they ſhall give Judgment for 
the Plaintiff for his juſt Damages, and Coſt. 


Provided always, Such Bill be delivered up, or taken, as aforeſaid, 
before the Plaintiff Offered the ſame back to the Perſon of whom he 
Received it. | 

Provided alſo, That no Perſon be Proſecuted in Form, aforeſaid, 
but within One Year after he puts off ſuch Bill; which Fact may 
be Enquired into in Form, aforeſaid. 


And it is further Enacted, That all, and every Perſon that hath 

at any Time had any ſuch Bill that ſhall be taken from the Poſſeſſor, 
or ſhall by the Poſſeſſor be delivered up, as aforeſaid, and hath 
Satisfied the Perſon to whom he pu Off ſaid Bill for the ſame, 
ſhall have the like Liberty in Proſecuting, and taking Remedy, as 
aforeſaid, againſt the Perſon of whom he Received the ſame. 


And that every Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice that ſhall have ſuch Bill in 
his Hands, ſhall at the coſt of the Party ſafely convey the ſame to 
any Court, where the ſame may be wanted in the Trial of the Caſe. 


And that if any Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice hath had the Poſſeſſion 
of fach Falſe, or Counterfeit Bill the ſpace of One Year, he ſhall 
Deſtroy the ſame. i 


And be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛlty afozeſaſid, That 
whoſoever ſhall Stamp, or any other ways Counterfeit any of the ſeveral 
ſorts of Coins mentioned in an Act of Parliament, Made and Paſſed 
in the Sixth Year of Queen ANNE, Entituled, An Ad for Aſcertaining 
the Rates of Forein Coins in Her Majeſty's Plantations in America; 
or any other Species, or Sorts of Coin: Or that ſhall Utter, or put 
Off any fuch Counterfeit Coin, Knowing the ſame to be Baſe, Falſe, and 
Counterfeit, and be thereof Convicted before any of the Superior Courts 
in this Colony, ſhall ſuffer Six Months Impriſonment; or ſuch Fine, or 
other Corporal Puniſhment, (reſpect being had to the Degrees of the 
Crime) as the ſaid Court ſhall judge Meet to inflit. Such Fines to be 
to the public Treaſury of this Colony. a 
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And whereas the putting Out, and Paſſing of Bills, or Notes to be 
uſed, and improved as a general Currency, or Medium of Trade on Private 
unds, or Credit is an Infringement on the Right, and Power of the 


| Government ; and would greatly Depreciate the Public Credit, and tend 


to create great Confuſion, Injuſtice, and Miſchiefs amongft His Majeſty's 


Subjects. 
Therefore, 

Be it further Enacted by the Authoziry afozeſaſy, That if any 
Perſon, Society, Number of Perſons, or Company within this Colony, 
ſhall preſume to Strike, Emit, or put Out any Bills of Credit of 
the Nature, or Tenor of the Bills of Credit in this Government, 
on any Fund, or Credit of any Perſon, or Perſons, Society, or 
Company, to be uſed, and improved as a General Currency, or Medium 
of Trade, as, and in lieu of Money, ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, Society, 
or Company, and Every of them ſhall be ſubject to the fame Pains, 
Penalties, and Forfeitures, and be puniſhed in the ſame Manner, as 
thoſe are by this AR ſubjected to who ſhall be Convicted of Forging, 
or Counterfeiting the Bills of Credit Emitted by this Government. 


And that if any Perſon, or Perſons in this Colony, ſhall Utter, 
Vend, or Paſs any Bills, or Notes, or any other Currencies whatſoever, 
which either have been, or hereafter ſhall be Struck, Emitted, or put 
Out to be uſed, as aforeſaid, on the Fund, or Credit of any private 
Perſon, or Perſons, Society, or Company whatſoever, either in this, 
or the Neighbouring Governments ; he, or they ſo Offending, ſhall 
Forfeit double the Sum, or Value expreſſed in ſuch Bill, Note, or 
other Currency. The One Half thereof to him, or them that ſhall 
Proſecute the ſame to Effect; and the Other Half to the Town 
Treaſury, when the Trial ſhall be before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ; 
and to the County Treaſury when it ſhall be before the County Court. 


And all Grand-Jurors, and Conſtables are hereby Required to make 
Preſentment of all Breaches of this AR. 


— 4 — res. 


An Act for Stating, Limiting, and Naming the 


Counties in this Colony, 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, in 


General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That the Towns of Hartford, Windſor, Wethersfield, Middletown, 


Farmington, Symsbury, Haddam, Eaft-Haddam, Colcheſter, Hebron, 
Glaſſenbury, Bolton, Willington, Stafford, Toland, Litchfield, Harwinton, 
Hartland, Wincheſter, New-Hartford, Torrington, Bark-Hempſted, 
Colebrook, Goſhen, Norfolk, Cornwell, Canaan, and Kent, ſhall be, and 
remain One County; and ſhall be called the County of Hertford. 


That the Towns of New-Haven, Milford, Guilford, Branford, 
Wallingford, Derby, Waterbury, New-Milford, Durham, Sharon, and 
Saliſbury, ſhall be, and remain One County ; and ſhall be called the 
County of Neu- Haven. 


That the Towns of Neu- London, Norwich, Say-Brook, Stonington, 
Killingwworth, Lyme, Groton, and Preſton, ſhall be, and remain One 
County; and ſhall be called the County of Ner- London. Ta 
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Towns inclu- 
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That the Towns of Fairfield, Stratford, Norwalk, Stanford, 
Greenwich, Woodbury, Danbury, Neu-Totn, Ridgfield, and New- Fairfield, 
ſhall be, and remain One County ; and ſhall be called the County 
of Fairfeld. 


That the Weſt Bounds of the Town of Lebanon, the North Bounds 
of Coventry, the North Bounds of Mangfeld, till it meet the South 
Weſt Bounds of Afford, the Weſt Bounds of Afford, the Eaſt 
Bounds of Stafford, the Maſſachuſett-Line on the North, and Rhoge- 
Nand-Line on the Eaſt ; the North Bounds of Preſton, and the 
North Bounds of Norwich; containing the Towns of indbam, 
Lebanon, Plainfield, Canterbury, Manyfield, Coventry, Pomphrett, Killingley, 
Aſhford, Voluntown, and Union, ſhall be One intire County; and 
called by the Name of the County of Windham. 


— C—— — 


An Act for Conſtituting, and Regulating Courts; 
and appointing the Iimes, and Places for Holding 
the ſame. 


BE it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That there ſhall be Yearly Two General Courts, or Aſſemblies Held 
in this Colony; the One at Hartford on the Second Thurſday in 
May, and the Other at New-Haven on the Second Thurſday in October: 
Unleſs it be upon Occaſion of Epidemical Sickneſs, Diſeaſes, or the 
like. And the Firſt ſhall be called the Court of Election; wherein 
ſhall be choſen from Time to Time, Yearly, One Governour, One 
Deputy-Governour, and Twelve Aſſiſtants, with a Treaſurer, and 
Secretary for this Colony. | 


And the ſaid General Courts ſhall conſiſt of the Governour, or 
Deputy-Governour, and Six Aſſiſtants at. leaſt ; with thoſe of the 
Deputies, or Repreſentatives from the ſeveral Towns in this Colony, 
that ſhall be preſent, and attend the ſaid Courts. In which General 
Courts ſhall conſiſt the Power, and Authority of the Governour, and 
Company of this Colony : And they only ſhall have Power to Make 
Laws, and Repeal them ; to Grant Levies, to Diſpoſe of Lands 
Undiſpoſed of, to particular Towns, and Perſons ; and alſo to Erect, 
and Set up, and Stile Judicatories, and Officers as they ſhall ſee 
Neceſſary for the good Government of the People of this Colony. 
And alſo to call any Court, or Magiſtrate, or any other Officer, or 
Perſon whatſoever to an Account for any Miſdemeanour, or Male- 
Adminiſtration : And for juſt Cauſe, may Fine, Diſplace, or Remove 
them ; or Deal otherwiſe as the Nature of the Caſe ſhall Require : 
And alſo may Deal, and Act in any other Matter that concerns the 
good of this Colony: Except the Election of Governour, Deputy- 
Governour, Aſſiſtants, Treaſurer, and Secretary ; which ſhall be done 
by the Freemen at the Yearly Court of Election. 


Provided, If there be any Want of any of the ſaid Officers by 
reaſon of Death, or otherways, after the Election, ſuch Want ſhall, 
or may be Supplied, and Made up by the General Courts Election, 


or Appointing ſome ſuitable Perſon, or Perſons to Supply ſuch Want 
That 


according to Charter, 
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That the General Court only ſhall have Power, upon grounds to 
them ſatisfying, to grant Suſpenſion, Releaſe, and Goal- Delivery 
upon Reprieve in Capital, and Criminal Cafes, unto any Perſon, or 
Perſons that have been Sentenced in any other Court whatſoever in 
this Colony, any thing in any Law contained in any wiſe to the 
contrary notwithſtanding, 


That none of our General Courts ſhall be Diſſolved, or Prorogued 
without the Conſent of the Major Part thereof. 


That the Governour, or in his Abſence the Deputy-Governour, 
by himſelf, or the Secretary ſhall upon any Emergent, or Special 
Occaſion, call a General Court upon Fourteen Days Warning, or leſs 
if he ſee it Needful, Provided, He give an Account thereof to the 
Aſſembly when they ſhall he Met together. 


That if any Member of the General Court ſhall Reveal, or Diſcloſe 
any Matter which the Court Enjoins to be kept Secret; or ſhall 
make Known to any Perſon what any One Member of the Court 
ſpeaks concerning any Perſon, or Buſineſs that may come in Agitation 
in the Court, he ſhall for every ſuch Offence Forfeit Ten Pounds to 
the public Treaſury. | 


That no Member of the General Court ſhall Appear as an Attorney 
at the Bar of the ſaid Court; unleſs it be in his own Cauſe, or in 
Behalf of the Town he Repreſents ; or in ſuch Caſes wherein che 
Law will not allow him to fit as Judge. 


Nor ſhall any Member of the ſaid Court, during the Seſſions 
thereof, or in going to, or from the ſaid Court, be Arreſted, Sued, 
Impriſoned, or any ways Moleſted, or Troubled, or compelled to 
Anſwer to any Suit, Bill, Plaint, Declaration, or Otherwiſe, before any 
other Court, Judge, or Juſtice : Caſes of High Treaſon, and Felony 
excepted. 

And that the Freemen of every Town in this Colony ſhall have 
Liberty to ſend One, or Two Deputies to every Seſſion of the General 
Afembly ; which Deputies ſhall have the Power, and Voices of all 
the 8 Deputing them in any Matter proper for the ſaid Aſſembly 
to Act in. | 

That the Deputies, or Repreſentatives who are Returned from the 
reſpective Towns to Serve in the General Aſſembly in May, Annually, 
ſhall Meet at their Chamber in the State-Houſe, at Eight of the Clock 
in the Morning on the faid Day of Election, when, and where they 
ſhall chooſe a Speaker, and Clerk for their Houſe for that Seſſion ; 
and do any other Matter proper, and meet for them to Act before 
the public Service, and Election on ſaid Day. | 


And the ſaid Deputies Returned to Serve in the General Aſſembly 
in October, Annually, ſhall Meet at the State-Houſe in New-Haven, 
at Nine of the Clock in the Morning on the Second Thurſday of 
October, and proceed to Form the Houſe, as aboveſaid. 


That when the Deputies, or Repreſentatives are Met together at 
any General Aſſembly, it ſhall be Lawful for them, or the Major 


Part preſent, to Examine, Hear, and Determine any Difference that 8 
And 


may ariſe about the Election of any of their Members. 
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And that no Perſon ſhall be Accepted a Deputy in the General 
No Perſon to Court that is not Known to be a Freeman of this Corporation, and 
—.— — Regularly Choſen thereunto by the Freemen of that Town for whom 
5s +5 4 Free- he Serves ; nor before he takes the Deputy's Oath by Law provided 
man & regu- to be Adminiſtred to them. | 
larly choſen, | 
That at the Opening of every General Aſſembly, the Clerk of 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives, then, and every Morning, from Day to 
The Clerk of Day during the whole Seſſions, ſhall in the Lower-Houſe call over 
the Houſe e. the Names of the ſeveral Deputies, or Repreſentatives of the reſpective 
eg 3 Towns in this Colony, Returned to Serve, as aforeſaid; and Note 
de Nr, er thoſe that are Abſent when called; who if they enter not their 
the Deputi's, Appearance within One Hour after, ſhall looſe their Salaries for that 
& n(etlide Day: And for ſuch their Abſence ſhall be further liable to be Fined 
© 2: are Ab- by the ſaid Houſe for their Neglect, not exceeding Ten Shillings for 


but, Ce. One Days Neglect: To be paid to the public Treaſurer of the Colony. 


Always Provided, That thoſe who have obtained Leave from the 
Houſe to be Abſent, ſhall only Forfeit their Salaries for the Time 
of their Abſence, 

The Cle-kto And the Clerk of the ſaid Houſe ſhall from Time to Time give 
give account an Account of all the ſaid Penalties, and Forfeitures to the Secretary, 


ef Penalties to who ſhall give it to the Colony Treaſurer, 
tii-decretary, 


A lVroviſo, 


Th-Governar . And the Governour, or in his Abſence the Deputy-Governour ſhall 
& 5ycak-r to have a Caſting Voice whenſoever an Equi-Vote ſhall happen in the 
have a caſt Upper-Houſe : And the Speaker ſhall have a Caſting-Voice whenſoever 
ing Voice, &c. an Equi-Vote ſhall happen in the Lower-Houſe. 


Be it further Enacted by the MAuthozſty afozeſaid, That there 

ſhall be a Superior Court of Judicature over this Colony, Held, 

—— de and Kept Annually, at the reſpective Times, and Places hereafter in 
mh of Ju. this Act mentioned, by One Chief Judge, and Four other Judges; 
dicature over to be Appointed, and Commiſſioned for that Purpoſe : Any Three 
thisColeny,to of whom ſhall have Power to Hold the ſaid Court. Which Court 
3 2 ſhall have Cognizance of all Pleas of the Crown that relate to Life, 
tall 3 Limb, or Baniſhment ; and alſo of Divorce : And ſhall have Power 
Power to to Hear, and Determine the ſame by a Jury, or otherwiſe according 
Hear, T:y, & to Law, and Award Execution accordingly. And alſo ſhall have 
D-termineby Cognizance of all Pleas, Real, Perſonal, or Mixt, in Civil Cauſes, or 
— 6s ai Actions, between Party, and Party; and between His Majeſty, or His 
Pleas of the Succeſſors, and any of His or Their Subjects; whether the ſame 
Crown, and do concern the Realty, and relate to any Right of Freehold, or 
— Real, Inheritance; or whether the ſame do concern the Perſonalty, and 
— ie relate to Matters of Debt, Contract, Damage, or any other Perſonal 
* = * Right, or Injury; or whether the ſame do concern, and relate both 

to the Realty, and Perſonalty, and are of a Mixt Nature ; brought 

before them by Appeal, Review, Writ of Error, Scire Facias, Complaint, 

or Otherwiſe, as the Law directs; and the ſame to Try by a Jury, 

or otherwiſe, as aforeſaid ; and therein to proceed to Judgment, 


Times%places and award Execution thereon accordingly. 


— That the Times, and Places for Holding the ſaid Superior Court of 


At Faifield, Judicature ſhall be as follows; THAT S To Sa u, 
the laſt Tueſf= Within, and for the County of Fairfield, at Fairfield on the Laſt 


Gays ſaveriin Tueſday's ſare One, in the Months of agu, and February, Annually. 
s g Wichin, 
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Within, and for the C 
Laſt Tueſdays in the ſaid Months of Auguſt, and February, Annually, 


Within, and for the County of Hartford, at Hartford on the Firſt 
Tueſdays of the Months of September, and March, Annually. 


Within, and for the County of Windham, at Windbam. on the Third 
Tueſdays of the ſaid Months of September, and March, Annually. 


And within, and for the County of Neu- London, at Netv-London on 
the Fourth Tueſday of September, and at Norwich on the Fourth 
Tueſday of March, Annually. | | 10 


And the Chief Judge, or in his Abſence any Three of the other 
Judges, ſhall be, and they are hereby Impowred to call a Special 
Superior Court upon any Extraordinary Occaſion. 

That when, and ſo often as it ſhall happen, that by Reaſon of the 
neceſſary Abſence of, or juſt Exception againſt any of the Judges of 
the ſaid Superior Court, there ſhall not be a ſufficient Number of 
them to Hold ſaid Court, or Try any Cauſe, the ſame ſhall be 
Supplied by any of the Aſſiſtants of this Coleny. 

That any One of the Judges of faid Court being at the Place, 
and Time for Opening ſaid Court, ſhall have full Power to Open, 
and Adjourn the ſame. 

And that if all the Judges of ſaid Court ſhall be providentially 
Hindred, or ſhall not be there at the Time for Opening faid Court, 
the Sheriff of the County ſhall, and he is hereby Impowred to Adjourn 
the ſaid Court, by Proclamation to the next Day, till the Judges may 
arrive at the Place. Which Adjournments ſhall be „and effectual. 
And all Parties concerned in faid Court are to 
accordingly. | 

That the Judges of the ſaid Superior Court ſhall have full Power 
to Appoint, and Swear a Clerk for faid Court; who ſhall be, and 
he is hereby fully Impowred to grant Executions on Judgments rendred 
in ſaid Court; to act, and do all things proper for him as Clerk of 
ſaid Court in the Execution of ſaid Office, according to the Rules, 
Orders, and Directions of ſaid Court, and according to Law. 


By it further Enacted by the Authozſty afozeſaſy, That there ſhall 
be Held, and Kept in Each reſpective County within this Colony, 
Yearly, and every Year, at the Times, and Places hereafter in this 


.A& mentioned, Two Inferior Courts of Judicature, or County Courts, 


by a Judge with Two or more Juſtices of the orum, to be 
Appointed, and Commiſſioned for that purpoſe ; any Three of whom 
ſhall have Power to Hold ſaid Court: Which Court ſhall have full 
Power to Hear, Examine, Try, and Determine, by a Jury, or 
otherwiſe according to Law, all Civil Cauſes, Real, Perſonal, or Mixt ; 
and alſo all Criminal Matters, (not Extending to Life, Limb, Baniſhment, 
or Divorce ) Regularly brought before them. Which County Courts 
in Each County, and the Grand-Jurors there preſent, ſhall alſo have 


Power, and Authority, and they are hereby Impowred to grant, and 
levy a Tax, Annually, (as the Neceſſity of the Caſe ſhall require) upon 
Each Town within the faid County according to the Liſts of Eſtate for 
ſuch Year, for the paying thoſe Debts of the County, or neceſſary Charges 
thereof, which cannot be paid out of the Fines, and Perquiſites allotted 


And 
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Timeskeplaces 
for Molding 
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That the Times, and Places for Holding the ſaid County Courts 
within the ſeveral, and reſpective Counties ſhall be as follows, T N a 1 


4 Y; 


For Hartford County, at Hartford. on the Firſt Tueſday of the 
Month of November, and on the Second Tueſday of the Month of 
April, Annually. 


For the County of New-Haven, at New-Haven on the Second Tueſday 
of November, and on the Firſt Tueſday of April, Annually. 


For the County of New-London, at New-London on the Second 
Tueſday of Fune ; and at Norwich on the Fourth Tueſday of November, 
Annually. | 


For the County of Fairfield, at Fairfield on the Third Tueſdays 
of November and April, Annually. 


And for the County of JVindbam, at Vindbam on the Fourth Tueſday 
of June, and the Second Tueſday of December, Annually, 


That the Judge of Each reſpective County Court ſhall be, and 
is hereby Impowred to call a Special County Court, upon any 
Extraordinary Occaſion : Provided, No Charge ariſe thereby to the 


County... - -; | 

That the Judge, and - Juſtices of Each reſpective County Court, 
ſhall be, and they are hereby Impowred to Adjourn the faid Court 
upon any Neceſſary Occaſion, as they ſee Cauſe to ſome diſtant Time. 
And the Judges of the County Court in New-Londen County, ſhall 
have Liberty to Adjourn to, and Hold their Adjourned Courts either 
in the Town of New-London, or Norwich,as they ſhall judge 
convenient. | 

And that when, and ſo often as it ſhall happen, that by Reaſon of the 
neceſſary Abſence of, or juſt Exception againſt the Judge, or any of the 
Juſtices of the Quorum in any County, there ſhall not be a ſufficient 
Number of them to Hold ſuch Court, or Try any Cauſe, the Quorum 
ſhall be Supplied by any of the Juſtices of the Peace of that County 
to which the Court belongs. 

And the ſaid County Courts are hereby Impowred to Nominate, 
Appoint, and Swear their own Clerks, and a Treaſurer for their 
reſpective Counties, 

Which Clerks ſo Appointed, and Sworn, ſhall be, and they reſpectively 
are hereby Impowred to grant Attachments, Summons's, and Replevins 
according to Law : Alſo to grant Executions on Judgments rendred 
in ſaid Courts on which Executions are to be Iflued : And to act, 
and do all other Matters, and Things according to the Orders, and 
Directions of ſaid Courts, proper for them in the Execution of ſaid 


Office, and according to Law. 
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Be it further Enacted by the Autho2ſty afeceſaly, That the Chief 
Judge, or Preſident for the Time being of the Superior Court, and 
the Judge, or Preſident for the Time being of the County Court, 
whenſoever an Equi-Vote ſhall fall out in either of the ſaid Courts, 
ſhall reſpectively have a Caſting- Voice. The like Power, and Authority 
every Preſident, or Moderator in any Civil Court, Meeting, or Aſſembly 
in this Colony ſhall exerciſe in ſuch Caſes. And 
n 
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And be 1t further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That there 
ſhall be a Court of Probate Held, and Kept in Each of the ſeveral 
Diſtricts hereafter Mentioned ; to be Held by One Judge to be 
Appointed, and Commiſſioned for that purpoſe : Each of which Judges 
ſhall have a Clerk, by him to be Appointed, and Sworn to the Office. 
Which Courts of Probate ſhall have the Power, and Cognizance of 
the Probate of Wills, and Teſtaments ; Granting Adminiſtration, 
Appointing, and Allowing of Guardians, and of acting in all Teſtamentary, 
and Probate Matters ; and in every other Thing proper for a Court 
of Probate to a& in according to Law. | 


That the Diſtricts of the ſeveral Courts of Probate ſhall be as 
follows; THAT IS T O SA x, 


The Towns of Hartford, Windſor, Wethersfield, Middletown, 
(Except that part of it South of Saimon-River ) Farmington, 
Symsbury, Bolton, Willington, Toland, Stafford, New- Hartford, Hartland, 
inc beſter, Bark-Hempſted, and Colebrook, ſhall be One Diſtrict, and 
called by the Name of the Diſtrict of Hartford. 


That the Towns of New-Haven, Milford, Wallingford, and Derby, 
ſhall be One Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the Diſtrict of 
New- Haven. 

That the Towns of New-London, Lyme, Groton, and Stonington, 
ſhall be One Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the Diſtrict of 
Ne- London. 

That the Towns of Fairfield, Stratford, and Norwalk, ſhall be 
One Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the Diſtrict of Fairfield. 


That the Towns of Windham, Lebanon, Mansfield, Coventry, 
Aſhford, Union, and Mortlate, ſhall be One Diſtrict, and called by the 
Name of the Diſtrict of Windham, . 


That the Towns of Plainfield, Canterbury, Killingley, Pompbrett, 
and Voluntoton, ſhall be One Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the 


Diſtrict of Plainfeld, 


That the Towns of Guilford, Killingworth, Say-Brook, Branford, 
and Durban, ſhall be One Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the 


Diſtrict of Guilford. 


That the Towns of Woodbury, Waterbury, and New-Milford, ſhall 
be One Diſtrict, and called by the Name of the Diſtrict of Woodbury. 


That the Towns of Stanford, and Greenwich, ſhall be One Diſtrict, 
and be called by the Name of the Diſtrict of Stanford. 


That the Towns of Haddam, Eaf-Haddam, Colcheſter, Hebron, the 
Pariſh, or Society of Middle-Haddam, and that part of the Townſhip 
of Middletown lying on the South Side of the River called Salmon- 
River, ſhall be One Diſtrict, and be called by the Name of the Diſtrict 
of Eaft-Haddam. 

That the Towns of Litchfield, Kent, Sharon, Saliſbury, Canaan, 
Goſhen, Torrington, Harwinton,Cornwell, Norfolk, and the Lands on the Weſt 
Side Ouſatunnucł - River between New-Fairfield, and Sharon, ſhall be 
One Diſtrict, and be called by 3 of the Diſtrict of Litchfield. 
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That the Towns of Danbury, New-Town, Ridgefield, and 
The Diſtrit New-Fairfield, ſhall be One Diſtrict, and be called by the Name of 
of Danbury, the Diſtrict of Danbury. 


The Diſtrict 
of Norwich. 


In each Di. 
ſtrict a Pro- 
bate to be held 


The judge 
may hold laid 
Court in any 
Town cf the 
D:ftria. 


In difficult 
Caſes, the 
Judge may 
call Two or 
Three of the 


Quo: vm, 


Any Perſon 
agriev'd with 
the Sentence 
of the Caurt 
ol Probate,to 
Appeal tothe 
Superior 
Court. 


Protided, Cc. 


And to no 
Court after. 


The Superior 
Court, Coun 

ty Court, and 
Court of Pro- 
bate, to have 
each of them 
a Scal, e. 


And that the Towns of Norwich, and Preſton, ſhall be One Diſtrict, 
and called by the Name of the Diſtrict of Norwich. 


In Each of which Diſtricts ſhall be Kept, and Held a Court of 
Probate, as aforeſaid. | 


That the Judges of the ſeveral Courts of Probate, aforeſaid, ſhall 
have Liberty, and Power ; and the ſame is hereby given them to 
Hold their ſaid Courts in any of the Towns within the reſpective 
Diſtricts to which they are, or ſhall be Appointed. 


And that ſo often as any Difficult, and Diſputable Matter ſhall 
happen in any Caſe depending befare any of the Judges of the Court 
of Probate, ſuch Judge ſhall have Liberty, and Power to call into 
his Aſſiſtance any Two, or Three of the Juſtices of the Quorum ol that 
County in which ſuch Diſputable Matter ariſeth. 


And be ir further Enacted by the Authozſty afozeſaid, That 
if any Perſon be Agrieved with the Judgment, Sentence, Decree, 
Determination, Denial, or Order of any of the Courts of Probate, 
he may Appeal to the Superior Court in that County in which the 
Matters of Diſpute, and Controverſy ſhall happen to be, or ariſe. 
And to Review the Matter, Cauſe, or Controverſy in the ſaid 
Superior Court, as in other Caſes at Common Law, every Perſon 
ſo Appealing, or Reviewing giving ſufficient Security to Proſecute 
ſuch Appeal, or Review to Effect, and Anſwer all Damages in caſe 
he fail to make his Plea good. 


Provided, That ſuch Agrieved Perſon (if within this Colony, or the 
Provinces of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, or New-York, Colony of Rhode- 
Mand, or other Parts of New-England ; and of full Age at the Time 
of ſuch Court of Probate's declaring ſuch Order, Sentence, or Decree ) 
ſhall within Eighteen Months after ſuch Declaration ; or within Eighteen 
Months after he or ſhe come to the Age of Twenty One Years, 
or come into this Colony, Enter his or their Appeal from ſuch Judgment, 
Sentence, Determination, Denial, or Order, 


And all Perſons Agrieved, as aforeſaid, and being of full Age, and 
Preſent, or having legal Notice to be Preſent at the Court of Probates 
which ſhall give ſuch Judgment, Sentence, Determination, Nenial, or 
Order, ſhall have Liberty to Appeal to the next Superior Court ; 
and to no other after, 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity akozeſald, That the ſaid 
Superior Court, and the ſeveral, and reſpective County Courts, and 
Courts of Probate ſhall have a proper Seal belonging to Each of the 
reſpective Courts, to ſerve, and uſe for all Cauſes, Matters, Things, 
and Affairs proper for the ſaid Courts reſpectively. Each of which 
Courts are 2 Impowred to procure their reſpective Seals, and 
the ſame being ſo procured ſhall be Lodged with the Clerks 
of the reſpective Courts for the Uſe of ſuch Courts, to be 


improved by their Direction. 3 
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And for preſerving due Order in Courts of Fuſtice, 


Be it further Enacted bp the Authozitp afozeſaiy, That if any 
Member of any Court ſhall uſe Reproachful, or Unbecoming 
Speeches, or Behaviour towards any Magiſtrate, Judge, or Member 
of the Court in the Face of the Court, he ſhall be ſharply Reproved 
by the Governour, or Judge. of that Court for the Time being ; 
and if the Perſon ſo Reproved ſhall Reply again without Leave, he 
ſhall be Bound over to the next Superior Court to Anſwer for the ſame. 


An Act concerning Sudden, or Untimely Deaths, 


E ir Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentarives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That when, and ſo often as any Perſon ſhall come to any Sudden, 
Untimely, or Unnatural Death, or be found Dead in this Colony, 
the Manner of whole Death is not known, the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace, or in their Abſence the Conſtable of the Town ſhall 
forthwith Summon a Jury of Twelve able, and diſcreet Men, who 
Mall be Sworn by ſuch Officer to Enquire of the Cauſe, and of the 
Manner of ſuch Perſon's Death : And ſhall preſent upon Oath a 
true Verdict thereof under their Hands unto ſome near Aſſiſtant, or 
Juſtice of the Peace, who ſhall return the fame to the next Superior 
Court in the ſame County. 

And if any Man Summoned to ſerve as a Juror to Enquire, as 
aforeſaid, ſhall retuſe, or negle& to Appear, and Attend that Service 
according to ſuch Summons, he ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Ten Shillings 
for every ſuch Neglect, to the uſe of the Treaſury of the Town 
To be Levied by Warrant from any Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice of the Peace before whom ſuch Juror ſhall be Convicted 
of ſuch Retuſal, or Neglect. 


— 


— 


—— 


An Act concerning Book-Debts. 


E ir Enacted by th? Gavernour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, in 

Oeieral Court Xllembled, and by the Aurhoziry of the ſame, 
That all ſuch Book-Debts as are now ſtanding out, or that ſhall 
hereafter be made, and that ſhall not within Seven Years next after 
the contracting of ſuch Debt, be either Sued for, Ballanced, or Accounted 
for with the Original Debtor, his Attorney, Agent, Aſſignee, or other 
lawful Succeſſor, or Subſtitute, and an Account, or Balance thereof, 
aſſured by Specialty given for it, or Witneſſed by Subſcribing the 
Debtor, or Accomptant's Name to the Creditors Book, or by the 
Subſcription of Two Witneſſes to ſuch Account, ſhall not, if the 
Original Debtor be Dead, be Recoverable in any Court in this Colony. 


And that in all Actions on Book-Debts, that ſhall be Tried by a Jury, 
the Jury ſhall well weigh, and conſider the Credit of the Parties admitted 
by the Court to take the Oaths, in, or out of the Court, in ſuch Caſes, 
and ſuch Form, as Teſtimonies in other Caſes are by Law allowed, 
together with any other Evidence given them ; and all the other 
Circumſtances attending ſuch Caſes : And upon their Oaths ſhall give 
their Verdict thereon for what they ſhall find juſtly Due upon their 


Evidence. 
F 2 An Act 


Reproachful 
Speeches, of 
Unbecoming 
Behaviour u- 
led to any 
Member of a- - 
nyCourt how 
Suppreſſed. 


Sudden 
Deaths to be 
Enquired 
into by a ſury 


Penalty of 
10 5, for re- 
fuling to be 
a Juror of 
Inqueſt, 


Book Debts 
to be Ao- 
counted for 
in 7 Years 
with the O- 
riginal Deb- 
tor, ot not 
Pleadable af- 
ter his Death. 


The * to 
weigh the 
Gredit of the 
Parties who 
Swear teBook 
Acconnts. 


ACTS AND LI 4VS. 


36 Contealing the Cſtates of Abſconding Debtoꝛs. 


Preamble, 


Any Creditor 
t:A:tach the 
Lard-+ Goods 
or Ff its of 
Abl-oiding 
D bro s. not 
R-tiding in 
this Colo. 


Where no 
Lands or 
Goucds can be 
found, the 
Action to be 
bronght a- 
gainſt the 
Abiconding 
Debtor, by 
leaving an 
att-(t:d Copy 
oia Wiit 
with his A 
gent,cr place 
ot ulual abude 


D-btors A- 
gent may De. 
tend hisprin- 
e pal 


An Act for the Recovery of Debts out of the Eſtate, 
or Effects of Abſent, or Abſconding Debtors. 


O R tbe better preventing of Fraud, and Deceit ſometimes deſigned. 
and prattiſed by 1!l- Minded Debtors, who betruſt their Goods, Eſtate, 
or Effetts in the Hands of Others, with intent to Reſerve, and Secure 
the ſame to their own Uſe, and thereby Defeat tocir Creditors of their 


juf# Dues ; or they not being Inhabitants within this Colony, Concea! 


their Goods, and Effetts ſo that they cannot be Attached, or made liable 
to the Payment of their Creditors by Ordinary Proceſs of Law, 


Ve it Enaced bp the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Auchozity of the ſame, That 
it ſhall, and may be Lawful for any Creditor to cauſe the Lands, 
Goods, or Effects of his Abſent, or Abſconding Debtors, not Reſiding 
within this Colony, to be Attached in whoſoever Hands, or Poſſeſſion 
the ſame are, or may be found : And the Attaching of any Part 
thereof ſhall Secure, and make the Whole that is in ſuch Perſons 
Hands liable in the Law to Reſpond the Judgment to be Recovered 
upon ſuch Proceſs, and ſhall be Subject to be taken in Execution for 
Satisfaction thereof, as far as the Value thereof will Extend. And 
the Perſon in whoſe Hands any ſuch Lands, Goods, or Effects are, 
ſhall accordingly Expoſe the ſame. 


That where no Lands, Goods, or Effects of any Abſent, or Abſconding 
Debtor, in the Hands of his Attorney, Factor, Agent, or Truſtec 
ſhall be Expoſed to View, or can be found, or come at fo as to be 
Attached, it ſhall, and may be Lawful for any Creditor to bring his 
Action againſt his Abſent, or Abſconding Debtor, for the Recovery 
of his Dues. In which caſe the Creditor, by ſome proper Officer ſhall 
leave an Atteſted Copy of his Writ, at leaſt Fourteen Days before 
the Time of Trial with ſuch Abſent, or Abſconding Debtor's Attorney, 
Factor, Agent, or Truſtee, or at the Place of his or their uſual Abode ; 
which Service ſhall be a ſufficient Citation for the Creditor to bring 
forward his Action upon to Trial: Unleſs the Debtor be an Inhabitant 
of this Colony, or hath for ſome Time Dwelt therein ; in which caſe a 
like Copy ſhall be left by ſuch Officer at the Dwelling Houſe, Lodging, 
or Place of his laſt, or uſual Abode. 

That ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent, or Truſtee, upon his Deſire, 
ſhall be admitted to Defend his Principal in ſuch Suit through the 
Courſe of Law, according to the Nature of the Action. But if the 
Debtor be not in the Colony, and no Attorney, Factor, Agent, or 
Truſtee appear to Defend in the Suit, the Court ſhall continue the 
Action to the next Court, and then if need be, ſhall continue the 
ſame once more to the next Court, ( that ſuch Attorney, Sc. may 
have Opportunity to Notify his Principal) and then without ſpecial 
Matter alledged, and allowed in Bar, or Abatement, the Action ſhall 
come to Trial; and if Judgment be rendred for the Plaintiff, all the 
Goods, or Effects which are in the Hands of ſuch Attorney, Factor, 


Agent, or Truſtee, to the Value of ſuch Judgment, if ſo much there 


be, ſhall be liable, and ſubjected to Execution granted upon ſuch 
Judgment for, or towards the Satisfying the ſame ; and from the time 
of Serving the Writ, or Summons, as aforeſaid, ſhall be liable, and be 
ſecured in Law in the Hands of, and may not otherwiſe be diſpoſ:d 
of by ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent, or Truſtee. ah 

n 
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And if ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent, or Truſtee, after the time 
of his being Served with a Writ, or Summons, as aforeſaid, taken 
out againſt his Principal, (being an Abſent, or Abſconding Debtor ) 
ſhall Transfer, Remit, Diſpoſe of, or Convert any of the Goods, or 
Effects of ſuch Debtor in his Hands at the time of ſuch Service within 
what ſhall Satisfy the Judgment given, as aforeſaid ; or that ſhall not 
Diſcover, Expoſe, or Subject the Goods, or Effects of ſuch Debtors 
in his Hands to be taken in Execution, for, and towards the Satisfying 
the Judgment ſo far as what is in his Hands, or Poſſeſſion will extend, 
ſhall be liable to ſatisfy the ſame of his own proper Goods, or Eſtate, 
as much as if it were his own proper Debt : And a Writ of Scire 
Facias may be taken out from the Clerk of the Court where the 
Judgment was given to be Served upon ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent, 
or Truſtee, Requiring him to Appear before ſuch Court, and to ſhew 
Cauſe, if any he have, to the contrary thereof ; where upon Default 
of Appearance of ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent, or Truſtee, or refuſal 
to Diſcloſe upon his Oath, (which Oath ſuch Court is hereby Authorized 
to Adminiſter ) what Goods, or Effects of the Debtor are, or were 
in his Hands, or Poſſeſſion, then Judgment ſhall be Entred up againſt 


him of his own proper Goods, or Eſtate, as though it was his own n 


Debt, and Execution ſhall in uſual Form of Law be accordingly 
granted thereon. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That if upon Trial it appear that the Perſon 
Summoned by ſuch Scire Facias, had, or hath not any Goods, or 
Effects of the Debtor in his Hand, nor hath any ways Remitted, 
Transferred, Diſpoſed of, or Converted the ſame after the Serving 
the Suit taken out againſt his Principal, and Served, as aforeſaid ; the 
Party that commenced the Suit by Scire Facias, fhall pay Coſt to 
ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent, or Truſtee, to be Allowed, and Taxed 
by the Court in the uſual Form. 


And it is further Enacted by the Authozity afo2eſaſd, That the 
Goods, or Effects of any Abſent, or Abſconding Debtor taken, as 
aforeſaid, by Proceſs, and Judgment of Law out of the Hands of his 
Attorney, Factor, Agent, or Truſtee, by any of his Creditors, ſhall 
fully Acquit, and Diſcharge ſuch Attorney, Factor, Agent, or Truſtee, 
his Executors, and Adminiſtrators, from all, and every Action, Suit, 
Trial, Payment, and Demand whatſoever, that may be Brought, 
Commenced, or Made by his Principal, his Executors, or Adminiſtrators, 
of, or for the ſame. 

And if any ſuch Factor, Agent, or Truſtee, his Executors or 
Adminiſtrators, ſhall be Moleſted, Troubled, or Sued by his Principal 
for any Thing by him done in compliance with this AQ, he, or they 
may plead the General Iſſue, and give this Act in Evidence for his 
Juſtification, any Law, Uſage, or Cuſtom to the contrary in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. | 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity alozeſaid, That in all 
Actions brought by any Perſon not being an Inhabitant in this Colony, 
to any Court by Writ, Appeal, Review, or Otherwiſe, the Clerk of 
ſuch Court ſhall in making up the Records of ſuch Action, Enter in the 
Records the Name of the Attorney by whom ſuch Stranger Appeared ; 
which Record, ( or a Copy thereof, well Atteſted, ) ſhall be as good 
Evidence in Law that ſuch Attorney was the Attorney for the ſaid 
Stranger, as his Power of Attorney would be if then at large produced. 3 

An A 


Perſons Con- 
cealing the 
Goods of ab- 
ſcondingDeb- 
tors liable to 
ſatisfſy the 
Debts Sued 
for out of 
their own 
Eſtates, 


A Proviſo, 


Perſuns Ex- 
poling the 

Goods of ab- 
ſcondingDeb- 
tors, & ſub- 
j ecting them 
to agſwer 

their Debts to 


be Acquitted. 


If Molefted, 

to plead this 
Act for their 
Juſtification. 


The Clerk to 
Record the 
Name of the 
Attorney by 
whom ſuch 
Stranger ap- 


peared, &. 


— RR * * 


2 n —_ —_— 


F ws 233. r N 


— "= — 2 


ACTS AND LAWS, 


FENTON * 


33 Dee, when they may, 02 may not be Killed. 


Preamble, 


Any Perſon 

prefuming to 
kl) any Deer 
between the 

tt of Fan. & 
the i ſt of Lg. 
to for feit 4“. 


If unable to 
par, to be 
alltzned in 
Service Fifty 


Days. 


One Aſſidant, 
or Juſtice to 


Hear, &. 


If any Veni- 
fon, newly 


kill'd or Skins 


be found in 

t he Poſſeſſion 
of any Perſon, 
at the Time 
prohibited by 


this Act for 


killing Deer, 
to be coun:ed 
guilty ; Un- 
icls, Se. 


In cate of 
Suſpicien, 2 
Search to be 
made. 


Grand- jury- 
men & Con- 
ſtables to In. 
form, & be 
Rewarded, 


— 


An Act for the Preſervation, and Increaſe of Deer; 
and for the Encouragement of Kecping them in 
Parks, or other Incloſures. 


HE RE A the Killing of Deer at Unſeaſonable Times of ths 
Year, is very prejudicial to the Public Good ; the Fleſh, and 
Skins being then but of little Value, and their Increaſe greatly hindred. 


Be it therefoze Enaged by the Governour, Council, and Repreſen- 
tatives. in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the 
ſame, That no Perſon, or Perſons, Indians, or Others whatſoever, 
within this Colony, at any Time between the Firſt Day of January, 
and the Firſt Day of Auguſt next following, in each Year, Annually, 
for ever hereafter, ſhall any ways whatſoever, Kill, or Deſtroy, directly, 
or indirectly, any Buck, Doe, or Fawn, on pain that every ſuch Perſon 
ſo Offending, and being thereof Convicted ſhall forfeit, and pay for 


every ſuch Offence the Sum of Four Pounds. The one Moiety thereof 


to the Perſon, or Perſons that ſhall Proſecute the fame to Effect; 
and the other Moiety to the Treaſury of the Town in which the 
Conviction is made. 

And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſo Convicted, ſhall be unable to 
ſatisfy ſuch Judgment, ſuch Offender ſhall be by the Aſſiſtant, or 
Juſtice of the Peace before whom the Offender is Convicted, put to, 
and aſſigned in Service to the Complainer, or ſome other meet Perſon 
for the ſpace of Fifty Days, for the Anſwering the ſaid Judgment. 

Any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace ſhall Hear, and Determine 
any Offences committed againſt this Act. 


And the more Effectually to Detect ſuch Offences. 


It is further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That if ary 
Veniſon, Skin, or Skins of any Buck, Doe, or Fawn newly Killed, 
ſhall at any Time wherein the Killing thereof is by this Act Prohibited, be 
found with, or in the Poſſeſſion of any Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever, ſuch 
Perſon, or Perſons ſhall be held, and accounted guilty of Killing Deer con- 
trary to the Intent of this Act as fully as if it was Proved againſt ſuch 
Perſons by ſufficient Witneſſes, Viva Voce: Unleſs ſuch Perſon, or Perſons 
do bring forth, or make Proof who was the Perſon, or Perſons that 
Killed, or Sold the ſame ; or unleſs ſuch Perſon can ſatisfy the Judge 
before whom the Caſe is Tried, that he, or they were not the Killers, 
but that the Veniſon, Skin, or Skins were thruſt into his, or their 
Cuſtody, or Poſſeſſion by ſome other Perſon to inſnare him, or them. 
In either of which Caſes they ſhall not incur the Penalty aforeſaid. 


That it ſhall, and may be Lawful for any Perſon, on juſt cauſe of 
Suſpicion of the Breach of this Act, by Killing any Buck, Doe, or Fawn, 
as aforeſaid, to take out a Search from the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of 
the Peace, as in ordinary Caſes of Loſt, or Stolen Goods, or the like; 
to Search for ſuch Veniſon, or Skins, that ſuch Offenders may be 
Detected. | 

And the Grand-Jury-Men, and Conſtables in the reſpetive Towns, are 
hereby ſtriftly Required to make diligent Enquiry after, and due 
Preſentment, or Information of all Breaches of this Act; who upon their 
Proſecution thereof, ſhall have the fame Reward as other Informers by 


this AR are Entituled to, 
Provided 
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Provided 3 That nothing in this Ad above Provided, ſhall 
be underſtood to prohibit Perſons Killing their own * by chem 
kept in their own Parks, or "hes Ee 

And whereas ſundry Perſons ts this Colony . Ereettl Pete er 
Incloſures for Keeping, and Preſerving Dum, which is" likely to be ow 
the Public Cod and more may” a _—_ Jy" that Purpoſe. | Bit 


Therefore for the Nr Ea on. fre Security el * 


Be it further Enacted by the Autrhoziey -afo2eſaid, That if any 
Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Kill,” or Deſtroy» any Buck, Doe, or Fawn 
kept in any Park, or Inclofure in this Colony: or ſhall Courſe, 
Chaſe, Hunt, or Wound any ſuch Deer; or hall wilfully Pull up 
Open, or Throw down any Fence, Gates, or Barrs Incloſing fur. 
Park, or Incloſure whereby fuch Deer may Eſcape, without Leave 
from the Owner, or Owners thereof ; or ſhall be Aiding,-or Aſſiſti 
therein, every ſuch Perſon, 'or Perſons ſhall for every luch Treff 
in Killing, or Deſtroying ſuch Deer, forfeit, and pay to the Owner, 
or Owners thereof Seven Pounds, W che Price of loch Deer ſo 
Killed, and Deſtroyed. 80 


1 1 

And for every ſuch Treſpaſs in GG Chaſing, n or 
Wounding ſuch Deer, ſhall forfeit, and pay, as aforeſaid, the Sum 
of Thirty Shillings, | beſides all ſuch Damages as ſhall be ſuſtained: by 
ſuch Courſing, Chaſing, Hunting, or Wounding. * 


And for every ſuch Treſpaſs in ſo Pulling hens or + Throwing 
down any Fence, Gates, or Barrs, as ing up, Openin torfeit, and pay 
to the Owner, or Owners of ſuch Park, or Incloſure the Sum of 
Thirteen Pounds, beſides all ſuch Damages as ſhall accrew thereby. 


Which ſeveral Penalties, Forfeitures, and Damages ſhall, and may 
be Recovered by Aﬀﬀion, Bill, Plaint, or Information. 


Upon Conviction of the Treſpaſſer, or Treſpaſſers, and in the Trial 
of any, and every Aﬀion brought for any of the Trefpaſſes in this 
Act mentioned relating to Parks, or the Deer in them, the Court 
before whom ſuch Caſe ſhall be brought, may proceed according, to 
the Methods, and Rules provided in the Sixth Paragraph of the Law, 
Entituled, An A# for a gs and _ Treſpaſſes in divers 
Caſes, and Direfting Proceedings therein. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That if the Defendant in any ſuch Action 
be an Indian, or other Perſon Ignorant of the Nature of an Oath, 
then ſuch Court ſhall refule his Oath to Diſcharge him, and ſhall 
proceed on the Defendant's part to Enquire according to, and by any 
other proper Evidence, ( according to their Diſcretion ) that may be 
produced by -the Defendant. 


—— 


An Act for the puniſhment of Defamation. 
W. E RE A $ Defamation, and Slander is a growing Evil; 
Be 


tends much to the Diſturbance of the Peace. 
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Be it therefoze Enated by the Governour, Council, and Kc preſen⸗ 
tatibes, in Gentral Court Allembled, and bp the Authozity of the 
ſame, That whoſoever ſhall Defame, or Slander any Perſon, or Perſons 
whatſoever, and be thereof legally Convicted before any Court in this 
Colony, ſhall pay a Sum, not Exceeding Ten Pounds, as a Fine to 
the public Treaſurer of the County in which ſuch Offence is committed; 
and the eren. * ſhall have ſuch * and 
Damages as the Court, and Jury that have Cognizance of the ſaid 
Caſe ſhall, judge to be yet hy and Juſt. ) 


And that if any Negro, Indian, or Molatto-Slave, ſhall Utter, Publiſh, 
or Speak ſuch Words of, or concerning any other Perſon that would 
by Law be Adtionable if Uttered, Publiſhed, or Spoken by any 
Free Perſon of, or concerning any other; ſuch Negro, Indian, or 
Molatio-Slave being thereof Convicted before any One Aſſiſtant, or 
Juſtice of the Peace, (who are hereby Impowred to Hear, and 
Determine the ſame ) ſhall be - puniſhed by Whipping on the naked 
Body, at the Diſcretion | of the. Affiſtant, or Juſtice before whom the 
Trial is, (Reſpett being, had to the Circumſtances of the Caſe ) not 
exceeding Forty Stripes. And ſuch Slave ſo Convict, ſhall by ſuch 
Authority be Sold, or Diſpoſed of to defray all Charges ariſing 
thereupon : Unleſs the ſame be by his, or her Maſter, or Miſtreſs 
paid, and anſwered, | 


Provided nevertheleſs, That ſuch Slave be not debarred from making 
ſuch Pleas, and offering ſuch Evidences in his, her, or their Defence, 
or Juſtification on ſuch Trial, as any other Perſon might make uſe 
of, being Sued in an Action of Defamation, ſo far as Relates to 


the Trial before ſaid Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, any thing above to the 


contrary notwithſtanding, - 


And whereas Defaming the Civil Authority of the Government, greatly 
tends to bring the ſame into Contempt; and thereby to weaken the 
Hands of thoſe by whom Tuſtice is to be Adminiſtred. 


Which great Evil to Prevent, 


Be it further Enacted by rhe Authoziry afozeſaid, That whoſoever 
ſhall Defame any Court of Juſtice, or | the Sentence, or Proceedings 
of the ſame ; or any of the Magiſtrates, Judges, or Juſtices of any 
ſuch Court, in reſpe& of any Act, or Sentence therein paſſed, and 
be thereof lawfully Convicted before any of the General Courts, or 
Superior Courts in this Colony, ſhall be puniſhed for the ſame by 
Fine, Impriſonment, Disfranchizement, or Baniſnment; as the Quality, 
and Meaſure of the Offence in the Opinion of the Court before whom 
the Trial is had ſhall deſerve. 


— 


An At concerning Delinquents. 


BE it Enacted by the Governour, Council and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozity of the ſame, 
That all Perſons who ſhall for any Matter of nyo ine or of a 
Criminal Nature, be Informed againſt, Complained of, or Indicted; 
or any ways Proſecuted by the King's Officers, ſhall bear, and pay 
all the neceſſary Coſts, Charges, or Fees due, and riſing upon ſuch 

Inlot mation, 


- 
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Delinquents. 


Information, Complaint, Indictment, or Proſecution, before they ſhall 
be Diſcharged, whether they ſhall be judged Guilty, or not; unleſs 
it ſhall appear to the Court, or Juſtice before whom ſuch Proſecution 
ſhall be, that there was no Reaſon, or Cauſe. for any ſuch Information, 
Complaint, Indictment, or Proſecution againſt, them, and that the ſame 
was had through Miſtake ; in which Cafe ſuch Perſons may be 
Diſmiſſed without Coſt : And the neceſſary Coſts ariſen upon ſuch 
Proſecution ſhall be paid out of that Treaſury into which the Fine 
ſhould have been paid, had the Criminal, or Delinquent been Fined 
upon ſuch Proſecution. h | SEEN 

And that when any Perſon Proſecuted, as aforeſaid, who by Virtue 
of this Act ought to pay the, Charge of his Proſecution, ſhall not 
be Able to pay the ſame, it ſhall, and may be Lawful for the Court, 
Afiiſtant, or Juſtice before whom ſuch Procels ſhall be, to Diſpoſe of any 
ſuch Perſon in Service to any Inhabitant in this Colony, for ſo long 
a Time as ſhall be neceſſary to procure Money ſufficient to anſwer 
the Charges ariſing on ſuch Proſecution. | 

But when it ſhall ſo happen that ſuch Charges cannot be obtained 
either out of the Eſtate, or Service of any Perſon . Profſ-cuted, as 
aforeſaid, ſuch Charges if the Trial be in the Superior Court, ſhall 
be paid out of the Colony Treafury : And if the Trial be 
in the County Court, ſuch Charges ſhall be paid out of the County 
Treaſury. And the Court before whom ſuch Proſecution ſhall be had, 
ſhall . give Orders accordingly. , ß. 3 

And ir is further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That no 
Perſon ſhall plead in the Behalt, of any, Perſon, or Perſons that are 
upon Examination, or Trial for Delinquency, without Leave from the 
Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice before whom ſuch Trial is, in which he 
ſhall ſpeak to Matters of Law only. _. e N 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons upon his, or their Examination, or 
Trial for Delinquency, ſhall either in ;Words, or Actions behave, or 
carry Contemptuouſly, or Diſorderly, it ſhall be in the Power of the 
Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, to inflict ſuch, Puniſhment upon him, or 
them as they ſhall Judge moſt ſuitable to the Nature of the Offence, 


Provided, No "fingle Mihiſter of Juſtice, ſhall infli., any other 


Puniſhment upon ſuch, Offenders, than Impriſonment, Binding to, tlie 


Peace, or good Behaviour till the next County Court, putting them 
in the Stocks, there to Sit. not, exceeding Two Hours; or impoſing 
a Fine not. exceeding Thirjy Shillings. (oo 1. | 


And it is further Enacted by rhe Authozlty afozeſaid, .,That all 
Perſons Proſecuted for Delinquency before the, Superior, or County 
Court ſhall have Liberty ta; be Thi by a Jury, if ,defired. __ 

And whey, we Delinquent , ſhall be Condemned by an Afliſtant, or 
Juſtice he ſhall have Liberty of an Appeal to the next County Court 
in that County”; And "from. the Judgment of ſuch County; Court no 


« © * 


Remove ſhall be granted: 

But when ſuch, Criminals, or Delinquents are brought directly to the 
County Court, and Condemned there, they "ſhall have Liberty of a 
Review of their Cauſe, and no other Remove :- Provided, They give 
lufficient Security to Proſecute their Appeal, or Review, aforeſaid, to 
Effect, and abide the Judgment of E Court therein, 4 

| G , 
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But when any Delinquent, or Criminal ſhall be Convicted before 
the Superior Court, there ſhall be allowed no Review. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That no Perſon whatſoever who ſhall be 
Convicted of Drunkenneſs, prophane Swearing, Curſing, or Sabbath- 
breaking ſhall be allowed any Appeal, or Review from the Judgment 
given againſt him, any Thing in this Act to the contrary in any wiſe 
notwithſtanding. | 


And for the more Effectual Proſecution, and Convition of Delinguenis. 


It is further Enacted bp che Authozitp afozeſaid, That when any 
Perſon, or Perfons ſhall be brought before any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of 
the Peace for any Matter of a Criminal Nature, ſuch Authority is 
hereby fully Impowred to Hear, and Determine the ſame where the 
Penalty doth not Exceed the Sum of Forty Shillings. 


But if by Law ſuch Matter is not Determinable by a Single Miniſter 
of Juſtice, ſuch Authority ſhall Recognize with Surety, ſuch Perſon, 
or Perſons, if Bailable, to Appear before the Court proper to Try, 
and Determine the ſame : And for want of ſuch Recognizance to 
Commit him, or them for the Purpoſe aforeſaid ; and alſo Commit 
to Goal all ſuch as are not by Law Bailable, that they may be brought 
to Juſtice, 

And that if any Perſon who ſhall be Required to Appear, and give 
his Evidence upon the Trial, or Examination of any Delinquent, or 
Criminal ; or an Offender againſt any Penal Law, ſhall refuſe to 
Appear, or to make Oath to declare his Knowlege in the Caſe, the 
Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice holding ſuch Trial, may Apprehend, and 
Commit the Perſon ſo Refuſing to Goal, there to remain at his own 
Coſt till he ſhall give Evidence, as aforeſaid. 

Previded always, That ſuch Evidence ſhall at no Time be conſtrued 
to his Prejudice. 

And when any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace ſhall have plain View, 
or Perſonal Knewlege of any Perſons being Guilty of Drunkenneſs, 
prophane Swearing, Curſing, or Sabbath-breaking, it ſhall be accounted 
good, and ſufficient Evidence in the Law for fuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, to 
make up a Judgment . againſt ſuch Perſon, or Perſons Offending, when 
guilty of any of the ſaid Crimes. 

And that when any Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable ſhall receive 
a Warrant from any Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, ( that hath Lawful 


Cognizance of the Offence ) to do Execution of a Judgment by them 


given againſt any Criminal, or Delinquent, ſuch Officer ſhall proceed 
according to the Direction ef ſuch Warrant to do Execution himſelf, 
er by ſome meet Perſon by him to be procured, to the Acceptance of 
the Court granting ſuch Warrant, And for doing Execution, as 
aforeſaid, a Reaſonable Satisfaction ſhall be made, as the Court, 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſhall Allow : Which ſhall be Taxed as part of 


the Coſt againſt ſuch Delinquent, and ſhall be paid, as before in this Act 


is provided for the payment of the Charge of their Proſecution, 


Provided nevertheleſs, Wnd be it further Enacted by rhe Mutchority 
erſon ſhall be Twice Sentenced for One, and 
the ſame Crime, Treſpaſs, or Offence : And that no Bodily Puniſhment 
mall be inflicted on any Perſon that is Inhumane, Barbarous, ot 


Crusl. 
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An Act for the puniſhment of Deſerters. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council and Repreſentatibes, in 

General Court Allembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That no Soldier, or Mariner regularly Enliſted into, Taken, or Retained 
in His Majeſty's Service; or Born in His Majeſty's Pay in Garriſon, 
or elſewhere, by Sea, or Land, ſhall Depart without Licenſe of his 
Commander out of, or Deſert His Majeſty's Service, on pain of 
Forfeiting to the public Treaſury of this Colony, the Sum — ſhall 
de given him for Enliſting ; and alſo the Sum of Twenty Pounds: 
And alſa of Suffering Half a Years Impriſonment without Bail, or 
Mainprize. | 


And the more Effectually to Diſcover, and Proſecute ſuch Deſerters. 


18 is further Enacted by the Aut hozity afozeſaid, That the Conſtables, 
Grand-Jury-Men in the reſpective Towns in this Colony, ſhall 
diligently Enquire after, and make Preſentment, ( to ſome Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice of the Peace) of all ſuch Perſons as ſhall be guilty of 
the Breach of this A& Which Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice is Required 
upon ſuch Preſentment, or other Information, or Intelligence to grant 
due Proceſs againſt ſuch Offenders, and them Recognize, or Commit 
in order that they might be brought to Trial before the next County 
Court in the ſame County, on ſuch Preſentment : Which Court is 
fully Impowred to Hear, and Determine the ſame, 


And the King's Attorney's of the reſpectives Counties are hereby 
Authorized, and 1 to make Enquiry after ſuch Offenders : 
And if not Preſented, or Informed againſt, as aforeſaid, to Inform 
againſt them to the County Court ; 'who are likewiſe Required thereon 
to Iſſue forth due Proceſs againſt them, aud them to Apprehend, 
and Proceed againſt in due Form of Law. 


— 


An Act relating to Bills of Divorce. 


E it Enacted by the Governonr, Council, and Repreſentatibeg, in 

General Court Allembled, and by the nn of the ſame, 
That no Bill of Divorce ſhall be granted to any Man, or Woman 
lawfully Married, but in caſe of Adultery, or Fraudulent Contract, 
or Wilful Deſertion for Three Years with total Neglect of Duty; 
or in caſe of Seven Years Abſence of One Party, not Heard of : After 
due Enquiry is made, and the Matter certified to the Superior Court, 
in which Caſe the other Party may be deemed, and accounted Single, 
and Unmarried : And in that Caſe, and in all other Caſes, afore- 
mentioned, a Bill of Divorce may be granted by the Superior Court 
to the agrieved Party ; who may then Lawfully Marry, or be Married 
again, 


— —. 


An A& concerning the Dowry of Widows, 


H AT there may be ſuitable Proviſion made for the Maintenance, and 
comfortable Support of Widows, after the Deceaſe of their Huſbandi. 
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Be it 'Enaned by rhe Governour, Council, and Repreſencatives, in 
General Court Allembled, ond bp the — of the ſame, 
That every Married Woman, Living with her Huſband in thi 
Colony, or Abſent elfewhere .trom him with his Conſent, or through 
his meer Default, or by inevitable Providence; or in caſe of Divorce 
where ſhe is the Innocent Party, that ſhall not before Marriage be 
Eſtated by way of Jointure in ſome Houſes, Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments for Term of Life; or with ſome other Eſtate in 
Lieu thereof, ſhall immediately upon, and after the Death of her 
Huſband, have Right, Title, and Intereſt by way of Dower, in, and 


unt One Third Fart the Real Eſtate of her ſaid Deceaſed Huſband, 
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in Houles, and Lands which he ſtood Poſſeſſed of in his own Right at 
the Time of his Deceaſe, to be to her during her Natural Life : The 
Remainder. of the Eſtate ſhall be Diſpoſed of according to the Will 
of the Deceaſed ; and where there is no Will according to Law. 


Hud f far /the mare Zaſie, and Speedy Aſcertaining ſuch Rights of 
RT. mo V7) n. | 


It is further Enated by the Autho?2ſty afozeſaſd, That upon the 
Death of any Man Poſſeſſed of any Real Eſtate, as aforeſaid, which 
his Widow by. this Act, as above Expreſſed hath a Right of Dower in, 
it the Perſon, or Perſons that by Law have a Right to Inherit ſaid 
Eſtate, do not within Sixty Days next after the Death of ſuch Huſband, 
by Three ſufficient Frecholders of the ſame County; to be Appointed 
by the Judge of Probate, ( in whoſe Diſtrict the Eſtate doth lie ) 
and Sworn” tor that purpoſe, Set out, and Aſcertain ſuch Right of 
Dower, that then ſuch Widow may make her Complaint to the Judge of 
Probate in whoſe Diſtrict the Eſtate lyeth: Which Judge ſhall Decree, 
and Order that ſuch Womans Dowry ſhall be Set out, and Aſcertained 
by Three ſuficient Freeholders of the County; who ſhall be Sworn 
Faithfully to proceed, and act therein according to their beſt, Skill 
And the ſaid Dowry being Set out, and Aſcertained in either of che 
Methods aforeſaid, the Doings of ſuch Freeholders ſhall be Returned 
to the Judge who ordered the Dower to be Set out, as aforeſaid; 
and upon Approbation thereof by the ſaid Judge, ſuch Dower ſhall remain 
Fixed, and Certain: And all Perſons concerned therein ſhall be 
concluded thereby. | 


And every Widow ſo Endowed, as aforeſaid, ſhall Maintain all ſuch 
Houles,, Buildings, Fences, and Incloſures as ſhall be Aſſigned, and Set 
out to her for her Dowry ; and ſhall leave the ſame in good, and 
ſufficient - Repair. 


And if ſuch Widow ſhall not Maintain, and keep in Repair ſuch 
Houſes, Buildings, Fences, and Incloſures Aſſigned her, as aforeſaid, 
it ſhall be in \ Power of the County Court of the County in which 
the Eſtate is, upon Application to them made, to deliver. ſo much 
of the nid Houſes, and Lands to the next Heir of the ſame, and 
for ſo long a Term, as in their Judgment ſhall be ſufficient out of 
the Rents, or Profits thereof to Repair ſuch Defects; Unleſs ſuch 
Widow will give good Security for the leaving ſuch Houſes, Buildings, 
Fences, and Incloſures in ſufficient Repair. | 
| 4 
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' Drunkennefs, --Elonlig/ the Governour, Kc. 5 


An Act for the pithilhrnent of, Drunkenneſs. 


E tr Enatred iy ihe ee coin, and Kepreſenrarives; in 

General RR, by the, \Luthoziry. of the ſame, : 
That if any Perſon 1 5; bun runken, ſo that he be thereby 
Bereaved, and Nilabed, in Ned. Uſe of his Reaſon, and Underſtanding, 
appearing either in his 
Convicted, he ſhall Fon as a Fine the Sum of Eight Shillings 
to the Treaſury of the Ton, where, the Offence is committed, for 
the Uſe of the Poor thetcin And for want of Goods whereon o 
make Diſtreſs, the Offender, or Offenders ſhall be Set in the Stocks, 
there to remain not e Thees Hours z nor leſs than One Hour, 8 
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An Ac for Regulating the n of he 
Governour, Depury-Goyernour, Aſſiſtants, &c. 


E it Enaced by the Goptrnour, Council, and Bepretentanwes. in 

Eencral Court Aſſembled, and by che Autharity ot the ſame, 
That the Conſtables in the ſeveral Towns. in this Colony, without. 
further Order, ſhall. Warn all the Free-Men an their reſpective 9 
to Meet together Yearly, T u AT 1 55 % 8 Ar 


In the Counties of Hartford, nue lia and aired, on the 


And in the Ediinitics of N Leads 420 Wi ndbam, on the Second 
Tueſday of September, about Nine of the Clock in the Morning, 
ar ſome conyenient Place, by them Appointed 3 when, and where they 
hall firſt clioofe Deputies, or Repreſentatives to Attend the General 
Court in Ocfober, then next Enſuing: And then every Free- Man in 
each Town there preſent ſhall give in his Vote, or Suffrage for Twenty 
Perſons, ( their Names being fairly Written upon a piece of Paper) 
whom he judgeth Qualified to ſtand in Nomination for Election in 
the Month of May, next Following. 

Which Votes, or Suffrages ſhall be delivered to ſuch Aſſiſtant, 
juſtice of the Peace, or Corfiible as ſhall Inhabit in the Town where 
ſuch Votes are given in; which Aſſiſtant, Juſtice, or Conſtable ſhall 
make Entry, of the Names of all ſuch Perſons as the Free-Men do 
Vote for; with the, Number of Votes that each Perſon hath : A Copy 
wheteof the ſaid Aſſiſtan ant: Juſtice, or Conſtable in each Town ſhall 
ſend Sealed up to the General Aſſembly in October next Following, 
by the Deputy, or Repreſentative of ſuch, Town. 

At which Aſſembly all the Votes of the Free- Men of this Colony 
ſhall be compared, and thoſe Twenty Perſons who ſhall have the 
greateſt Number of Votes ſhall be the Perſons whoſe Names ſhall be 
Returned to the ſeveral Towns to be the Perſons Nominated to ſtand 
for Election in May next Followin Out of which Number the 
Twelve Aſſiſtants ſhall bz choſen. the Free-Men ſhall have Liberty 
to chooſe the Governour, and Deputy-Governour where they lee cantly 
of all, or any of the Free-men. within. this Colony. 


And all, and every Conſtable ſhall Attend this Order TR on 
Penalty of Forfeiting the Sum of Four Ponds, to the Public: Treaſury 
of the Colony for every Neglect thereof. 


And 
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46 
The Eleion And it is | further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That the 
of the Gover- Election of Governour, Deputy-Governour, Aſſiſtants, and ſuch other 
zour Ec. to public Officers as ſhall be Appointed to be choſen, ſhall by Proxy of 
be contumma- the Free-Men be Attended, and Conſummated in the General Aſſembly 
Court in May, to be Held at Hartford upon the Second Thurſday of May, Annually, 
And that the Election by Proxies may be ſo Regulated, and Managed 
as to prevent the uſing any Fraud, or Deceit therein. 
The Secretary It is further Enacted, That the Secretary of the Colony, for the 
to ſend the Time being, ſhall, with the Acts, and Orders of the General Court 
— in October, Yearly, fend a Copy of the Names of all thoſe Perſons 
minazed for, who are Nominated, as aforeſaid, to ſtand for Election, as aforeſaid, to 
Ec. te the the Printer, in Order that the ſaid Perſons Names may, with the ſaid Ads 


Printer, &c. 
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The Votes for 


Aſſiſtants, 
what. 
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ſhall be made of the Choice of the Treaſurer, and Secretary. 


be Diſtributed to the ſeveral Towns in the Colony. 


And the ſeveral Canſtables in the reſpective Towns throughout this 
Colony, without further Order, on the Penalty aforeſaid, ſhall, by 
themſelves, or ſome Deputed by them, Warn all the Free-Men in 
their reſpeftive Towns to Meet together at ſome ſuitable Place, by 
them Appointed, on the Monday next following the Firſt Tueſday 
in April, Annually, at Nine of the Clock in the Morning ; when, 
and where they ſhall firſt chooſe Deputics to Attend the General 
Court in May next following: Where alſo ſhall be Read to them 
the Free-Mens Oath ; the laſt Paragraph of this Act againſt Diſorderly 
Voting, and the Names of thoſe Perſons Nominated to ſtand for 
Election: And then the Free-Men ſhall proceed to bring in to the 
Conſtable, or Conſtables preſent, the Name of hum whom they would have 
for Governour for the Year Enſuing, fairly Written upon a piece of Paper; 
which the ſaid Conſtable, or Conſtables ſhall Receive, and in the Preſence 
of the Free Men Seal up the ſame in a piece of Paper, and Write on the 
Out- ſide of the Paper ſo Sealed the Name of the Town; and then add 
theſe Words, viz. Votes for the Governour. In like manner they ſhall 
proceed in Bringing in, Sealing up, and Writing upon their Votes for the 
Deputy-Governour, Treaſurer, and Secretary. But before the Treaſurer, 
and Secretary are Voted for, the Free-Men fhall Bring in their Votes for 
thoſe Nominated to ſtand for Election; beginning with him that ſtands 
Firſt in the Nomination, and bring in their Votes for him ; which 
by the Conſtable, or Conſtables ſhall be Received, Sealed up, and 
Written upon, as aforeſaid ; inſerting the Name of the Perſon Voted 
for: And fo they ſhall proceed till they have 12 through the 
whole Nomination. But no One Free-Man to 
Twelve of the Number in Nomination to be Aſſiſtants. 

And the Votes for Election of Aſſiſtants ſhall be a Written pi-ce 
of Paper : And the Conſtables who Receive the Votes, and Seal them 
up, as aforeſaid, ſhall by themſelves, or One of the Deputies of the 
Court convey the ſaid Proxies to Hartford, and deliver them at the 
Election as they ſhall be Ordered, to thoſe Perſons who are appointed 
to Receive, Sort, and Count the ſaid Votes. 

And at the Time of the Election, (the Governour, and Deputy- 
Governour being firſt Choſen and Declared ) thoſe ſtanding in Nomination 
ſhall be put to Election in the ſame Order as they are propounded 3 
after which thoſe Twelve Perſons who ſhall have the greateſt Number 
of Votes ſhall be the Aſſiſtants of this Colony for the Year then 
Enſuing; and ſhall be ſo Declared accordingly. And alſo Declaration 


And 
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And if any Perſon that is not a Free- Man of this Colony, Admitted, 
and Sworn according to Law, ſhall preſume to Vote, or give in his 
Proxy in the Election of any of the Members of the General Aſſembly; 
or if any Free-Man ſhall put in above One Vote, or Proxy for 
One Perſon at the ſame Election to One Office, he ſhall pay a Fine 


An Act to prevent Encroachments on High-ways, 
and on Common, and Undivided Lands. 


E ir Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kiepreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of the ſame, 
That if any Perſon hath within the ſpace of Fifteen Years, Taken, 
or ſhall Take any of any High-way, or Common, or Undivided 
Land into his Field, or Incloſure; or Erect any Fence thereon, in 
ſuch manner that the ſaid High-way is Straightned, and made Narrower 
than before : Or any part of the Common, or Undivided Land is 
Encroached upon, the Select-Men of the Town wherein the Offence 
is committed; or a Committee appointed by ſuch Town for that 
Purpoſe ; or a Committee appointed for that End by the Proprietors 
of the Common, or Undivided Land Encroached upon, ( Which 
Committees ſuch Town, and Proprietors are Enabled to Appoint ) 
or any Three of ſuch Proprietors are hereby Directed and Impowred 
to give Notice, or Warning to the Perſon, or Perſons ſo Offending, 
that if he, er they do not cauſe the ſaid Fence, or Encroachment to be 
ce in ſuch convenient Time as the ſaid Select-Men, 25 Ky Wo 
or Proprietors giving the Warning ſhall ſet ; not exceeding the ſpace 
of One Manch after (ch Notice, — Warning given, the dad Sclett-Men, 
Committee, or Proprietors giving ſuch Warning, ſhall cauſe ſuch Fence, 
or Encroachment to be pulled Down, and Removed. 


And if the Perſon, or Perſons Warned, as aforeſaid, do not cauſe 
ſuch Fence, or Encroachment to be Removed within the Time ſo 
to be ſet, and limited, as aforeſaid, it ſhall be Lawful for the ſaid Selett- 
Men, Committee, or the faid Three Proprietors ; and they are hereby 


Impowred to Remove, or cauſe the ſaid Fence, or Encroachment to 
be Removed. | 105 | 


And if the Perſon Offending, as aforeſaid, ſhall commit the like 
Offence, by Taking in the ſame, or a greater, or leſſer: tity of 
any High-way, Common, or Undivided Land, where his Fence has 
been Removed, as aforeſaid, he ſhall incur the Penalty of Forty Shilings 
for every ſuch Offence, as often as he fhall commit the ſame : To 
be Recovered by Bil}, Plaine, Action, or Information by the Perſons 
who gave the Warning, and canſed the ſaid Fence, or Encroachment 
to be Removed : One half -of the Penalty to be to the Proſecutors, 
with Coſt of Proſecution ; be the other half to the County Tieaſury 
of the County in which the Offence is committed. In which Trials 
no Review, nor Appeal fhall be Allowdt. 


And chat every Perſon proſecuted for ſaid Offence ſhall he deemed 
Guilty thereof; unleſs he can ſatisfy the Court that hath, 
thereof that he did it not himfelf, nor by his Order, nor Ci 
cauſe, or procure ſaid Offence to be committed. N 
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And it is further Enacted by the Authozity akozelald, That if 
thoſe, or any of thoſe Perſons that ſhall pull Down, and Remove 
ſuch Fence or Encroachment, as aforeſaid, ſhall be Sued in Treſpaſs 
for ſo doing, by any Perſon, or Perſons whofe Fence ſhall be ſo pulled 
Down, or Removed; ſuch Select- Men, Committee, or Proprietors who 
ſhall pull Down, and Remove ſaid Fence, or cauſe the ſame to be 
done, may plead not Guilty, and give this Act in Evidence on the 
Trial: And if the Plaintiff, or Plaintiffs in ſuch Action ſhall not 
prove that the Fence Removed when Standing was well on the Bounds 
of his, or their Lands; or of their Land for whom the Plaintiff, or 
Plaintiffs hold the ſame, and ſo was not any Encroachment, as aforeſaid, 
Verdict ſhall be given in Favour of the Defendants. In which Caſe 
as alſo in caſe of a Non-Suit, Judgment ſhall be Rendred for double 
Coſts in Favour of the Defendants, _ 3 


— * ——— * 
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An Act for Regulating Trials on Writs of Error, and 
for Limiting the Time of bringing the ſame. 


B* ir Enacted bp the Godernour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, in 
General Court ACembled, and by the Aurhozicy of the ſame, 
That when, on any Writ of Error that ſhall be brought before the 
Superior Court, the Defendant in ſuch Writ of Error ſhall Recover 
Judgment, that the Judgment complained of is not Erroneous, he ſhall 
Recover his Coſt againſt the Plaintiff : But if upon ſuch Trial it ſhall 
be determined that the Judgment complained of is Erroneous; Judgment 
ſhall be given for the Reverſal of ſach Erroneous Judgment, and the 
Plaintiff ſhall Recover all that he hath been damnified thereby: But 
no Coſt in that Caſe ſhall he Taxed' for either Party. 


That when any Judgment ſhall be Reverſed, as aforeſaid, the Plaintiff } 


in the Original Action on which ſuch Erroneous Judgment was given, 
may Enter his Action in the ſaid Superior Court, paying the ſame 
Fees as if he had brought it by Appeal: And the ſaid Court ſhall 
proceed to Try ſaid Action as if it had, or could have been brought 
there by Appeal. And the whole Coſt in ſaid, Action, ( excepting 
the Coſt on the Writ of Error) ſhall be Allowed, and Taxed in 
Favour of him who ſhall Recover Final Judgment. 

That no Writ of Error ſhall be brought for the Reverſal of any 
Judgment, after the ſpace. of Three Years next after the giving ſuch 
Judgment is "Expired : Nor ſhall any Review be allowed, or granted 
from any Judgment given upon a Writ of Error, 
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And the Judges of the reſpective Courts of Probate in this Colony 
ſhall make due Enquiry after, and take proper Care of all Eſtates 
within their reſpective Diſtricts, that have happened, or ſhall hereafter 
happen to Eſcheat, as aforeſaid, and Secure the fame in the Hands of 
ſome Adminiſtrator, by them for that purpoſe to be appointed; Notice 
of which Eſcheats, and Proceedings thereon the Judge ſhall give to 
the Treaſurer of this Colony for the Time being ; and the faid 
Treaſurer ſhall be, and he is hereby Impowred, and Required to 
Demand, and Receive of ſuch Adminiftrator all ſuch Eſcheats, and 
him thereof fully to Dy 

And the faid Treaſurer is further Impowred, and Required to make 
Sale (by public Vendue ) of all Eſcheats, as alſo of all Lands that are, 
or ſhall be Recovered of any Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever, by 
Judgment, Execution, Diſtraint, or any other Way, for Fines, Forfeitures, 
or Rates to the public Treaſury, where other Proviſion is not, or 
ſhall not be particularly made in ſuch Caſes. And the ſaid Sale to 
Make, and Confirm in the Name, and Behalf, and for the Uſe, and 
beſt Advantage of this Colony : Which Sales ſo Made ſhall be Good, 
and Valid in the Law. 

And the ſaid Treaſurer for the Time being, ſhall from Year to 
Year render his Account to the General Aſſembly, at their Seſſions 
in October, of his Proceedings by Virtue of this Act; and ſhall be 
Allowed a reaſonable Recompence out of the Gains ſo made for his 


Charge, and Trouble therein, 


Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Heir, or Owner of ſuch Houſes, 
Lands, Tenements, Goods, or Chattels ſhall appear, and make out a 
juſt Title thereunto ; the ſame, or reaſonable Satisfaction therefor, ſhall, 
upon juſt, and reaſonable Terms be Reſtored, or Given to ſuch 
Heir, or Owner. | | | 


An Act for the Settlement of Teſtate, and 
Inteſtate Eſtates, 


BE it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, in 
General Court Allembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That the Executor, or Executors Named by the Teſtator of any 
Laſt Will, and Teſtament ; or ſuch other Perſon, or Perſons to whom 
the Adminiſtration of the Eſtate of Perſons Deceaſed ſhall be Committed, 
calling, or taking to him, or them Two, or more to whom the 
Deceaſed Perſon was Indebted, or made a Legacy ; and upon their 
Refuſal, or Abſence, Two other Honeſt Perſons being Next of Kin 
to the Perſon ſo Dying, or (on their Default, or Abſence ) Two, or 
more Honeſt Neighbours, Friends to the Deceaſed ; and in their 
Preſence, and by their Diſcretion, being under Oath, ſhall Make, or 
cauſe to be Made a True, and Perfe& Inventory of all the Eſtate 
of the Perſon Deceaſed, as well Moveable, as not Moveable whatſoever ; 
and the ſame ſhall cauſe to be Indented Whereof the One Part, 
by the ſaid Executor, or Executors, Adminiſtrator, or Adminiſtrators, 
upon his, or their Oath, or Oaths, to be taken before the Court 
which hath Power to take Probate of Wills, and Teſtaments, granting 
Adminiſtration, and the like, ſhall be by him, or them delivered to 
the- ſaid Court of Probates ; and the Other Part to be, and remain 


with the ſaid Executor, or Executors, Adminiſtrator, or Adminiſ — 2 
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That if any Executor, or Executors of the Will of any Perſon 
Deceaſed, knowing of his, or their being ſo Named, and Appointed, 
ſhall not within the ſpace of Thirty Days next after the Deceaſe of 
the Teſtator, cauſe ſuch Will to be Proved, and Recorded in the 
Regiſter's Office of that Diſtrict where the Deceaſed Perſon laſt Dwelt; 
or Preſent the ſaid Will, and Declare his, or their Refuſal of the 
Executorſhip ; every Executor ſo Neglecting of his or her Truſt, and 
Duty in that Behalf, ( without juſt Excuſe made, and accepted for 
ſuch Delay ) ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Five Pounds per Month, from, 
and after the Expiration of the ſaid Thirty Days, until he, or they 
_ _ Probate of ſuch Will to be made, or Preſent the ſame, 
as aforeſaid, 


And upon any ſuch Refuſal of the Executor, or Executors, the 
Court of Probate ſhall commit Adminiſtration of the Eſtate of the 
Deceaſed, Cum Teſtamento Annexo, unto the Widow, or Next of Kin 
to the Deceaſed ; and upon their Refuſal, to One, or more of the 


muniftrators, , Principal Creditors, as the Court ſhall think fit. 
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And if the Executor, or Executors of any Laſt Will, and Teſtament 
brought for Probate in any of the Courts of Probates in this Colony, 
ſhall not within the ſpace of Two Months next after the Probate of 
ſuch Laſt Will, and Teſtament, cauſe ſuch Inventory to be made, as 
aforeſaid, and the ſame to be Exhibited in the Regiſter's Office of 
the ſame Court of Probate, where the ſaid Will was Accepted, and 
Recorded ; every Executor ſo N his, or her Truſt in that 
Behalf, (without juſt Excuſe Made to the Judge of ſaid Court, and 
Accepted for ſuch Delay ) ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Five Pounds per 
Month, from, and after the faid Two Months are Expired, until he, 
or — h Inventory the ſaid Eſtate, and Exhibit the ſaid Inventory, 
as aforeſaid. 


Every ſuch Forfeiture, as well for not cauſing the Will to be 
Proved, Sc. as for not Exhibiting an Inventory, as aforeſaid, ſhall be, 
and belong, One Moiety thereof to the Town Treaſury of that Town 
where the Deceaſed laſt Dwelt, for the Uſe of ſaid Town ; and the 
Other Moiety to him, or them who ſhall Inform, or Sue for the 
ſame, and Proſecute to full Effect: To be Recovered by Action, 
or Information in the County where the Teſtator laſt Dwelt, 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Alienate, or Imbezel any of 
the Goods, or Chattels of any Perſon Deceaſed, before he, or they 
have taken out Letters of Adminiftration, and Exhibited a true Inventory 
of all the Known Eſtate of the Deceaſed ; all, and every ſuch Perſon, or 
Perſons ſo Acting, ſhall ſtand Chargeable, and be Liable to the Actions 
of the Creditors, and other Perſons grieved, as being Executors in 
their own Wrong. | | 


And the Court of Probates ſhall cauſe a Citation to be made out 
to the Widow, or Next of Kin, and upon their Neglect of Appearance, 
or Refuſal, may commit Adminiſtration of any ſuch Eſtate to ſome One, 
or more of the chief Creditors, if Accepted by him, or them ; or 


Others, as the ſaid Court ſhall think fit, upon their Refuſal, 
And for preventing Fraud in Concealing any Part of the Eſtate of 
Be 


any Perſon Deceaſed, 


METS AN LA 


4 „ 


Teſtate, and Inteſtate Eſtates. 


FE 


Be it furrher Enacted bp the Authoziry afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon, or Perſons in this Colony, ſhall have in his, or their Cuſtody, 
or Poſſeſſion, any Goods, or Chattels belonging to the Eſtatꝭ of any 
Deceaſed Perſon ; or any Bills, Bonds, Accounts, or ſuch other Things 
as may tend to Diſcloſe ſuch Eſtate ; and upon Demand of the ſame 
made by the Executor, or Adminiſtrator of ſuch Eſtate, ſhall Refuſe 
to make Delivery, or to give a ſatisfying Account thereof to the 
ſad Executor, or Adminiſtrator, it ſhall be in the Power of the next 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, upon Complaint thereof made to 
him by the ſaid Executor, or Adminiſtrator, to Iſſue a Warrant to 
ſome fit Perſon to Apprehend ſuch Offender, and to Bring him, or her 
before ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; who may Bind ſuch 
Perſon, with ſufficient Sureties to Appear before the next Court of 
Probates : And the ſaid Court ſhall be, and is hereby Impowred to 
Examine ſuch Offender, or Offenders under his, or their Oaths, upon 
ſuch Interrogatories touching ſuch Goods, Chattels, Bills, Bonds, 
Accounts, and other Things, tending to Diſcloſe the Eſtate aforeſaid, 
as the ſaid Court ſhall think meet. And that if therein the Offender, 
or Offenders ſhall Refuſe to be Examined upen Oath ; or to Anſwer 
fully to every Interrogatory to ſuch Perſon, or Perſons to be 
adminiſtred, or put by the ſaid Court of Probates, it ſhall be Lawful 
for the ſaid Court to commit every ſuch Offender to the Common 
Goal, there to remain until ſuch Perſon ſhall better Contorm. 


Ve it further Enacted by rhe Autho'ſty afozeſaid, That if any of 
the Creditors, or Legatees of the Deceaſed are aggrieved by the 
Apprizement of the Eſtate made by the Adminiſtrator, or the Perſons 
by h m Appointed, they may have Relief by Application to the Court 
of Probates that granted Adminiſtration z Which Court is hereby 
Impowred, and Required, to Appoint Twelve, good, and lawful Men 
of the Neighbourhood, and to Swear them to make a New Apprizement 
of ſuch Eitate, at the true Value, and Worth thereof, in common 
Eſtimation, according to the beſt of their Skill. And the Adminiſtrator 
ſhall be Accountable for ſuch Eſtate, according to the Apprizement 
thereof made by the ſaid Twelve Men: And it he make Payment of 
Debts, or Legacies therewith, or with any Part thereof, the Creditors, or 
Legatees ſhall have ſuch Eſtate at the Value Stated by ſuch Apprizers. 


Provided, Said Application be made to ſuch Court within Six 
Months after the Inventory of ſuch Eſtate be Exhibited into the Regiſtry 
of the ſaid Court ; and not after. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozſty afozeſaſd, That when, 
and ſo often as it ſhall happen that any Perſon Dyes Inteſtate, 
Adminiſtration of ſuch Inteſtates Eſtate ſhall be grant-d to the Widow, 
or Next of Kin to the Inteſtate, or both, as the Court of Probate 
ſhall Judge Fit: And on granting Adminiſtration upon the Eſtates 
of Inteſtates, or Others whomſoever ; the Court of Probate granting 
ſuch Adminiſtration, ſhall take ſufficient Bond with Sureties of ſuch 
Perſon, or Perſons to whom Adminiſtration is granted, as aforeſaid, 
for a faithful Diſcharge of that Work : Which Bond ſhall be Conditioned 
according to the Form hereafter in this Act Directed. 


And the Court of Probates may, and ſhall proceed to call ſuch 
Adminiſtrator, or Adminiſtrators to Account for, and touching the Eſtate 
of ſuch Deceaſed Perſon, whether Inteſtate, or Other. 
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And whereas the Lands, and Real Eſtates of Perſons Dying Inteſtate 
in this Colony, by Ancient, and Immemorial Cuſtom, and Common Conſent 


of the People have Deſcended to, and among the Children, or next of 


Kin of ſuch Inteſtate, as Heirs of ſuch Inteſtate; and the ſame by Order 
of the Courts of Probates have generally been Divided to, and among 
ſuch Heirs in Common, with the Chattels, or Moveable Eftate : And 
the Eſtates, Real, and Perſonal of Perſons Dying Inteſtate, have Ever 
fince the Firſt Settlement of this Colony been Divided among, and Setled 
upon the Heirs of ſuch Inteſtates. And whereas according to the Ancient 
Practice it is Neceſſary that the Real, as well as Perſonal Eſtate be 
Divided by the ſame Court, in Order to make a Juff Diviſion of the 
Whole Eſtate; which by Two different Courts, proceeding in different 
Methods, and by different Rules, cannot be Effetted. 


And whereas in the Courts of Common Pleas, in the uſual manner 
of Proceeding, no ſuch Diviſion can be made: But in Order thereto 
it is Neceſſary that the Proceedings therein be in a more Summary way, 
And whereas for the more Certain, Speedy, and Juſt Settlement of ſuch 
Eſtates, according to the ſaid Ancient Law, and Cuſtom, it is Expedient 
that ſome general Rules of Divifion, and Methods of Proceeding ſhould 
be Eſtabliſhed by A of this Aſſembly. 


Therefore, 


Be ir further Enacted by the Authozfty afozefaid, That the 
Courts of Probates, ( Debts, Funeral, and ether juſt Expences f 
all forts being by ſaid Court firſt Allowed) ſhall, and are hereby fully 
Impowred to Order, and Make a Juſt Diviſion, or Diſtribution of 
the Surpluſage, or Remaining Goods, and Eſtate of any ſuch Inteſtate, 
as well Real, as Perſonal, in Manner following; THAT 1s To Say. 


One Third Part of the Perſonal Eſtate to the Wife of the Inteſtate, 
(if any be) for Ever; beſides her Dower, or Thirds in the Houſes, 
and Lands during Life ; where ſuch Wife ſhall not be otherwiſe 
Endowed before Marriage And all the Reſidue, and Remainder of 
the Real, and Perſonal Eſtate by Equal Portions, to, and among the 
Children, and ſuch as ſhall Legally Repreſent them, ( if any of them be 
Dead ) other than ſuch Children who ſhall have any Eſtate by 
Settlement of the Inteſtate in his Life-Time Equal to the others Shares : 
Children advanced by Settlement, or Portions not Equal to the others 
Shares, to have ſo much of the Surpluſage as ſhall make the Eſtates 
of all to be Equal; except the Eldeſt Son then Surviving, where there 
is no Iſſue of the Firſt-Born, or of any other Elder Son; who ſhall 
have Two Shares, or a Double Portion of the Whole: And the 
fame ſhall be ſo Divided as that the Male-Heirs ſhall have their Parts 
in the Real Eſtate ſo far as the Eſtate will Allow. And where there 
are no Sons, the Daughters ſhall Inherit as Co-Parceners. 

And the Divifion of the Eſtate ſhall be made by Three ſufficient 
Freeholders upon Oath, or any Two of them, to be Appointed by the 
ſaid Court of Probates : Unleſs where all the Parties Intereſted in any 
Eſtate, being Legally capable to Act ſhall mutually Agree upon a Diviſion 
among themſelves, and Preſent the ſame in Writing under their Hands, 
and Seals; in which Caſe ſuch Agreement ſhall be Accepted, and Allowed 
for a Settlement of ſuch Eſtate ; and be accounted Valid in Law, being 
Acknowleged by the Parties Subſcribing before the ſaid Court of 


Probates, and put upon Record. 
| | Provided nevertheleſs, 
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Leſtate, and Inteſtate Eſtates; 
Provided nevertheleſs, That where any Eſtate in Houſes, and 
Lands cannot be Divided among the Children without great Prejudice 
to, or Spoiling of the Whole; being fo Repreſented, and made to 
Appear unto the ſaid Court of Probates, the ſaid Court may Order 
the Whole to the Eldeſt Son, if he Accept it; or to any Other 
of the Sons Succeflively, (upon his Refuſal) he to whonvit ſhall be 
Ordered, paying unto the other Children of the Deceaſed their equal, 
and proportionable Parts, or Shares of the true Value of ſuch Houſes, 
and Lands, upon a Juſt Apprizement thereof, to be made by Three 
ſufficient Freeholders upon Oath ; to be Appointed, and Sworn, as 
aforeſaid : Or giving good Security to pay the ſame in ſome convenient 
Time, as the ſaid Court of Probate ſhall Limit; making Reaſonable 

Allowance in the Interim, not exceeding Six per Centum per Annum. 


And if any of the Children happen to Dye before he, or ſhe 
come of Age, or be Married, the Portion of ſuch Child Deccaſed 
ſhall be Equally Divided among the Survivors. 


And in caſe there be no Children, nor any Legal Repreſentatives 
of them, then One Moiety of the Perſonal Eſtate ſhall be Allotted 
to the Wife of the Inteſtate for Ever; and One Third of the Real Eſtate 
for Term of Life : I he Reſidue both of the Real, and Perſonal Eſtate, 
Equally to every of the Next of Kin of the Inteſtate in Equal Degree, 
and thoſe who Legally Repreſent them : No Repreſentatives to be 
Admitted among Collaterals after Brothers, and Siſters Children, 


And if there be no Wife, all ſhall be Divided, and Diſtributed 
among the Children, 

And if there be no Child, to the Next of Kin to the Inteſtate in 
Equal Degree, and their Legal Repreſentatives, as aforeſaid, 


And Every One to whom any Share, or Part ſhall be Allotted, 
ſhall give Bond with Sureties before the ſaid Court of Probates, ( if 
Debts afterwards be made to Appear, ) to Refund, and pay Back to 
the Adminiſtrators his, or her Rateable Part thereof ; and of the 
Adminiſtrators Charges. 

And the Widows Thirds, or Dower in the Real Eſtate, at the 
Expiration of her Term, to be alſo Divided, as aforeſaid, if the ſame 
then remain Undivided. 


Always Provided, And it is hereby Enaged. That if any Perſon 
be Aggrieved at any Order, Sentence, or Decree of any Court of 
Probate, made for the Settlement, and Diſtribution of any Inteſtate Eſtate, 
or at any other Order, Sentence, Decree, or Denial that ſhall at any Time 
be made, and given by the ſaid Court of Probates, referring to the 
Approbation, and Allowance of any Will, Grant of Adminiſtration, ' 
or other Matter; ſuch: Perſon may Appeal therefrom to the Superior 
Court: Provided, They give Security, and Enter, and Proſecute ſuch 
Appeals within the Times Limited for that purpoſe, as is Provided, 
and Directed in the Law Regulating ſuch Appeals. 


Be jr furrher Enated by the Aurhoziry akozelald, That Every 
Court of Probate, ſhall upon Granting, Adminiftration upon the Eftate 
of any Deceaſed Perſon, take Bond with ſufficient Surety, or Sureties, 
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THE Condition of this Obligation is ſuch, That if the above Bounden 
A. B. Adminiſtrator of all, and ſingular the Goods, Chattels, 
Credits, and Eſtate of C. D. Deceaſed, do make, or cauſe to be 
made a true, and perfect Inventory of all, and fingular the Goods, 
Chattels, Credits, and Eſtate of the ſaid Deceaſed, which have, or ſhall 
come to the Hands, Poſſeſſion or Knowlege of the ſaid A. B. or 
into the Hands, or Poſſeſſion of any other Perſon, or Perſons for 
him; and the ſame ſo made do Exhibit, or cauſe to be Exhibited 
into the Regiſtry of the Court of Probates in the Diſtrict 
of | . at, or before the Day of 

next 'Fnſuing : And the ſame Goods, Chattels, Credits, and Eſtate, 
and all other the 'Goods, Chattels, Credits, and Eſtate of the faid 
Deceafed at the Time of his Death, which at any Time after ſhall 
come into the Hands, or Poſſeſſion of the ſaid A. B. or into the 
Hands, or Poſſeſſion of any other Perſon, or Perſons for him, do 
well, and truly- Adminiſter according to Law. And further, Do make, 
or cauſe to be made a true, and juſt Account of his ſaid Adminiſtration, 
at or before the Day of and all the Reſt, 
and Reſidue of the ſaid Goods, Chattels, Credits, and Eſtate which 
ſhall be found Remaining upon the ſaid Adminiſtrators Account ; the 
ſame heing firſt Examined, and Allowed by the ſaid Court of Probatcs, 
ſhall Deliver, and Pay unto ſuch Perſon, or Perſons reſpectively, as 
the ſaid Court of Probates, by their Decree, or Sentence, purſuant 
to the true Intent, and Meaning of the Law ſhall Limit, and Appoint. 
And if it ſhall hereafter Appear that any Laſt Will, and Teſtament 
was made by the ſaid Deceaſed ; and the Executor, or Exccutors 
therein Named do Exhibit the ſame into the ſaid Court, making 


| Requeſt to have it Allowed, and Approved accordingly ; if the ſaid 


A. B. being thereunto Required do Render, and Deliver the ſaid 
Letters of Adminiſtration, ( Approbation of ſuch Teſtament being firſt 
had, and made) in the ſaid Court, then this Obligation to be Void, 
and of none Effect; or elſe to Remain in full Force, and Virtue. 


And be {ſr further Enacted by rhe Autho?ſty afozeſaſy, That all 
Sales, and Alienations of Houſes, and Lands, ( belonging to the Eſtate 
left by any Deceaſed Perſon ) made by the Adminiſtrator, or 
Adminiſtrators of ſuch Eſtate, ſhall be Void, and of none Effect; 
unleſs ſuch Sales, and Alienations ſhall be made by the Allowance, 
and Order of the General Aſſembly of this Colony. 

And all ſuch Houſes, and Buildings as appertain to the Eſtate of any 
Perſon Deceaſed, ſhall be Kept, and Maintained in Tenantable Repair by 
the Revenue of the Lands belonging to ſuch Eſtate : And ſhall in ſuch 
Repair be Delivered to the Heirs, or Legatees at the Time of the 
Diviſion, or Diſtribution thereof; Extraordinary Caſualties Excepted. 
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"General Court Allembled, and by rhe Authozity of rhe ſame, 
That there ſhall be paid to the Treaſurers of the reſpective Counties in this 
Colony, for Defraying the Charges of ſuch Counties, an Exciſe upon 
all Wines, Brandy, Rhum, and other Diſtilled Liquors, that ſhall be Sold 
by Retail in ſmall Quantities, by thoſe who ſhall be Licenſed Retailers, 
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Tree. pence per Gallon, for each Gallen ſo Sold ; and after that 
Rate for any greater, or leſſer Quantities. 


And there ſhall be One fit Perſon in each County in this Colony 
Nominated, and Appointed by the County Courts of the reſpective 
Counties, to be Colle&or, or Receiver of the ſaid Duty of Exciſe, who 
ſhall have the general Inſpection, Care, and Management of that Office, 
and whatſoever Relates thereunto within the County for which he is 
Appointed ; who ſhall have Authority to Nominate, Subſtitute, and 
Impower ſuch, and ſo many Officers under him, as he ſhall Jud 
Neceſſary for the Collecting, and Receiving the Duties of "4 
aforeſaid, within the County for which he is Appointed. 


And the ſaid Collector, and his Subſtitutes, before their Entring upon 
the Execution of their Offices ſhall be Sworn to Deal Truly, and 
Faithfully therein : And as a Reward for their Labour, Care, and 
Expence in ſaid Office, ſhall have Allowed them Two Shillings on 
- Pound, for all they ſhall Collect, and Receive by Virtue of this 
Act. | 

And ſuch Collectors ſhall keep True, and Fair Accounts of all 
Duties of Exciſe, ariſing by Virtue of this Act; and render the ſame 
Quarterly to the County Court, if Demanded by them, and pay what 
mall Appear to be then in their Hands: And the faid Court ſhall, 
and may at their Diſcretion, Diſplace ſuch Collectors of Exciſe ; and 
Appoint Others in their Room, 


And the better to Enable ſuch Officers to Colleft, and Receive the 
ſeid Duty of Exciſe. \ 


It is further Enacted bp the Authority afozeſaſd, That all Licenſed 
Retailers, or Tavern-keepers, upon their haſe, and Receipt of any, 
or all of the aforementioned Liquors, or any other Diſtilled Liquors, 
ſhall within Twenty Four Hours after ſuch Purchaſe, and Receipt, 
make Entry of fuch Liquors, with One of the Officers appointed to 
Receive ſaid Exciſe, and pay the ſaid Duty of Exciſe to him, upon 
penalty of Forfeiting fuch Liquors : One Moiety to ſuch Officer that 
ſhall Seiſe the ſame, and Proſecute thereon to Condemnation 3 and 
the Other Moiety to the Treaſury of the County in which the faid 
Liquor ſhall be Seiſed. 


And it ſhall be Lawful for the Officers Appointed, as aforeſaid, 
to Collect, and Receive ſaid Excife, to Enter into any Retailers, or 
Tavern-keepers' Houſe, - Cellar, Ware-Houſe, or Store, in the Day 
Time, ſo often as they ſhall think proper, to Search for any of the 


Liquors aforeſaid ; and ſuch of them as are not duly Entred, nor 


the Exciſe thereof Paid, as aforeſaid, to Seiſe, and Secure in order 
for a Trial at the next County Court in the fame County. 


Provided always, That it ſhall" be in the Power of che Officers, 
dorefaid, to Agree with any of the Retailers, or Tavern- keepers, 
aforeſaid, for the Exciſe, to be by them paid for One whole Tear; 
and to 33 either Annually, or Quarterly ; as they in their 
Diſcretion ſhall Agree, any thing in this Ack before to the contrary” 
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Levying, and Serving Crecutions, 


Okcer to De- 
mand the Debt 
& Charges. 


To make Di- 
ſtreſs. 


Goods that 
are Exempted 


To ſet up an 
Account of 

Goods on the 
Sign-poſt of 
the Town, Cc 


ToSell Goods 
by beat of 
Drum. at an 
Out; cry. 


82 of 
& u 
the — 
te fuſing Lands 
to Seiſe the 
Bady, Cc. 


The Officer 

to give aCopy 
of theWrit or 
Exceution ts 


An Act for Directing, and Regulating the Levying, 
and Serving Executions, | 
E it Enarted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Courr Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That when any Judgment is Recovered, and Execution is taken Out 
thereon, the Sheriff, or other Officer to whom the Execution is 
Directed, ſhall repair to the place of the Debtor's uſual Abode, (if 
within his Precinct ) and there make Demand of the Debt, or Sum 
Due on ſuch Execution, with neceſſary Charges for Tranſportation ; 
or what elſe ſoever : And upon Refuſal, or Neglect of Payment of 
the ſame, the Officer ſhall Levy the Execution upon any of the 
Perſonal, or Moveable Eſtate of the Debtor ; — Neceſſ: 
Apparel, Bedding, Tools, Arms, or Implements of his Houſe-hold, 
Neceſſary for upholding his Life: And upon ſuch Goods alſo, if 
they ſhall be Preſented by the Debtor, | 


And the Officer ſhall forthwith draw an Account of the Particulars 
of the Goods, or Eſtate he ſhall ſo Seiſe, and Take, and ſet up the 
ſame on the Sign-poſt of the Town wherein he ſhall Seiſe the ſame, 
(except the ſaid Goods ſhall be Taken in the Towns of Hartford, 
or Windſor, or Middletown, which lye on both Sides Connecticut-River; 
in which Towns the Officer ſhall Poſt the Goods on the Sign-poſt on 
the ſame Side the ſaid River where the Goods are Seiſed) and the Officer, 
with the Account of the ſaid Goods, ſhall ſet up a Declaration, that 
the ſaid Goods ſo Poſted, are to be Sold at the Place where Poſted, 
at an Out-Cry at the end of Twenty Days after, Naming the Day 
of the Month. 


And in caſe the Debtor ſhall not within the ſaid Twenty Days 
pay the Debt, and all the Coſt, and Charges ariſen thereon, the Officer 
ſhall cauſe a Drum to be. Beaten at the Sign- poſt, ta give Notice 
to Cuſtomers to come And ſhall Sell the ſaid Goods, or as 
many of them as ſhall be Neceſſary ; there, at an Out-Cry to the 
higheſt Bidders: And of the Effects thereof ſhall pay the Debt, and 
Charges due to the Creditor, and ſatisfy himſelf for his own Fees, and 
2 and the Overpluſs, ( if any be) ſhall return to the Owner 

ereof. 


That in caſe Moveable, or Perſonal Eſtate of the Debtors ſufficient 
to ſatisfy the Debt, and Charges cannot be found; and the Creditor 
ſhall not agree to Accept, or Take the Debtor's Lands, the Officer ſhall 
Levy the Execution upon the Debtor's Body, and him commit to 
the Common Goal- in that County - in which the Execution is Levied ; 
where the Debtor ſhall remain, until he ſhall pay the Debt, and all 
Charges ; with the Officers, and Priſon- keeper's Fees, 


And every Officer who ſhall commit any Perſon to Priſon, by Virtue 
of a Diſtreſs, or an Execution, ſhall deliver a Copy of the Writ, or 
Execution, Signed by ſuch Officer to the Goaler, or Priſon-keeper ; 
which Copy ſo Signed, and Delivered ſhall be a ſufficient Warrant, 


. , * 


or Order to the Goaler to Receive ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, and him, 


the Goaler. or them to hold in ſafe Cuſtody till delivered by Law. 


And 
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And be ir kurther Enacted by the Authority akozeſald, That all 
Lands, and Tenements belonging to any Perſon in his own proper 
Right in Fee, ſhall ſtand Charged with the Payment of all the juſt 
Debts Owing by ſuch Perfon, as well as his Perſonal Eſtate; and 
ſhall be liable to be Taken in Execution for Satisfaction of the ſame, 
where the Debtor, or his Attorney-ſhall not Expoſe to View, and Tender 
to the Officer Perſonal Eſtate ſufficient to Anſwer the Sum mentioned 
in the Execution, with Charges. And all Executions duly Served upon 
any fuch Houſes, and Lands, being Returned into the Clerks Office 
of the Court out of which the ſame Iſſued, and there Recorded, ſhall 
make a good Title to the Party for whom they ſhall be Taken, his 
Heirs, and Aſſigns for ever. And that whenſoever Execution ſhall 
be Levied upon Lands, it ſhall be in the Liberty of the Creditor to 
chooſe One Man, and the Debtor to chooſe Another, and the Officer 
to chooſe a Third, (if Need be) to Apprize the Land; and if 
either the Debtor, or Creditor ſhall Refuſe,” or Neglect to chooſe ſuch 
Apprizers, the Officer ſhall chooſe One, or more, as there may be 
Occaſion z Which Apprizers ſhall be Sworn to Apprize the Land 
according to the Value thereof. | 


[ This Paragraph nex: above Recited, was Made, and Paſſed in 
May, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Eleven. | 


And be ir further Enacted by rhe Aurhoziry afozeſaid, That all 
Executions Iſſuing out of the Office of the Clerk of the County Courts, 
or Superior Courts reſpectively; and Executions granted out by Juſtices 
of the Peace, where by Law they have Authority to grant Execution, may 
by the ſaid Clerks, - and Juſtices reſpectively, be directed to any of 
the Officers proper to Serve the ſame in any of the Counties in the 
Colony in which the Perſon -Liveth ; or Eſtate whereon the ſame is to 
be Served, is at the Time of granting the Execution: Which Officers 
to whom the ſame is Directed, and. Delivered ſhall duly, and faithfully 
Serve, and Return the ſame according to the Direction therein given. 
Which being Returned, ſhall be kept on File in the Office out of which 
the ſame Iſſued. 

And that all Writs of Execution ſhall be made Returnable within 
Sixty Days, or to the next Court, (in caſe Sixty Days are remaining 
between the Date of the Executien, and the next Court) at the Election 
of him that prays it out: And all Executions granted by a Single 
Miniſter of Juſtice, ſhall be made Returnable in Sixty Days. 


And all Conſtables, as well as Sheriffs, ſhall have Power to Execute 
any Writ of Execution to them Directed within their own Precincts, 


And whereas before the Ad aforeſaid, Paſſed in May, One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred, and Eleven, An A, Entituled, An Ad concerning 
Executions, was in Force; which ſo far as it reſpected the Serving 
Executions upon Lands, is in theſe Words, viz. 


* And it is further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That in 
© all Caſes where Execution ſhall be Levied upon Lands, the Creditor 


© ſhall chuſe One Man, and the Debtor ſhall chuſe Another, and the 

© Officer a Third, if Need be, to Apprize ſaid Land: And if either 

* Debtor, or Creditor ſhall Refuſe, or Neglect to chuſe ſuch Apprizers, 

the Officer ſhall *chooſe One, or more, as there is Occaſion, inſtead 

thereof: Which Apprizers ſhall be under Oath, 
I 


* And 
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ENabliſhing 
the Fees of 
the ſeyeral 
Officers in 
this Colony 


Aſſiſtants 
Fees, 


Repreſenta- 


tives Fees, 


Superiour 
Court Fees. 


Clerk of the 
S Couit Fees, 


County 
Cours Fees. 


Slerk of the 
County Court 
Fees. 


And that no Execution ſhall be Levied upon any Perſon's Land, 
if the Debtor preſent Perſonal Eſtate ſufficient to Anſwer the Debt. 
* And all Executions duly Served upon any Houſes, or Lands, being 
* Returned into the Regiſter's Office of the Town where ſuch Houſes, 
or Lands are Situate, and there Recorded, ſhall make a good Title 
tothe Party for whom they are Taken, his Heirs, and Aſſigns for ever. 


Which whole Act, Emituled, An Ad concerning Executions ; 
containing the laſt above Recited Paragraph, was Repealed by the ſaid 
— —— in May, Anno Domini, One Thouſand, Seven Hundred, 
a en. 


_—_ 
— 


An Act for Regulating Fees. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by che Autrhoziry of the ſame, 
That the Eſtabliſhment of the Fees belonging to the ſeveral Officers in 


this Colony, be as followeth, ( viz. ) 


Aſſiſtants Fees. E 
Fer Attending the General Aſſembly per Diem, Six Shillings, 00 06 00 
Travel per Mile out, Four-pence, . . . . 00 OO 04 


Repreſentatives Fees, 
FOr Attending the General Aſſembly per Diem, Four Shillings, 00 04 00 
Travel per Mile out, Four-pence, > oo i) 00 00 04 
 _ Guperiour Courts Fees. 
CHicf Judge, per Diem, Twelve Shillings, . . . . . 00 12 
Aſſiſtant Judges, per Diem, Nine Shiliings, . . . . © 
Trying each Action, Twelve Shilling. 00 
Each Default or Confeſſion, Six $Shillings, . ; . . . 00 06 
To the Jury, Sixteen Shilling. „ 6195-00 
| Clerk of the Superiour Courts Fees, 


ENeering each Action and Judgment, Two Shillings 5 


and Six- pence, oo o2 ob 
Filing each individual Teſtimony, Two-pence, . . oo OO o 
Each Execution, One- Shilling, and Six-pencte. . oo or 06 
Entering Judgment Acknowleged, One-Shilling, . . . O00 ol o 
Copy of each Teſtimony, Four-pen ce. 00 oO 04 


County Courts Fees. 


(CHit Judge, per Diem, Seven Shillings, „ 000 Vp: 00 
Juſtices of the Quorum, per Diem, Five Shillings, oo og 00 
Trying of each Action, Seven Shillings, . ... 00 o/ O0 
To the Jury, Rn SDillings, . ...... coo 00 16 00 
Each Judgment on Default or Confeſſion, Three — | 
and Six-pence, ....... 00 03 ©b 
For Licenſe to each Tavern-keeper, Three Shillings, oo og 00 
( whereof to the Clerk, One Shilling, ) . . oO o1 00 


Clerk of County Courts Fees. 


Ntering each Action, Three-pence, ... : . + oo 
Entering each Judgment, One Shilling, . . . . « oo 01 


88 


For Attachment, Summons and Execution, and other things 
proper to him, as in the Aſſiſtant, and Juſtices Fees. 


L 


Þ pPSHOOmn<ttfh> +, 


888 38888 28 88.88. 


8 
88 


Cour! 


Judgment on Confeſſion, or Default, One Shilling, 
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Court of Probates Fees. 


(GRanting Adminiſtration, to the Judge One Shilling, 
and Six-pence, 
Receiving, and Probate of every Will, and the Inven- 
tory of Fifty Pounds, or under, Two Shillings, 5 
( Whereof to the Clerk, Nine-pence. ) 
Receiving, and Probate of every Will, and Inventory 5 
of above Fifty Pounds, Three Shillings, 
( Whereof to the Clerk, One Shilling, ) 
Each Quietus, One Shilling, 4 
( Whereof to the Clerk, Six-pence, ) 
Recording every Will, and Inventory of Fifty Pounds, 
or under, Two Shillings, and Six-pence. 
Recording every Will, and Inventory of above Fifty Pounds, 
and not exceeding One Hundred Pounds,Three Shillings, Too 


Alſo Three-pence per Hundred for every Hundred 5 


J. 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


oo 


Pounds after the firſt Hundred; and half ſo 
much for Copy of the ſame. 


[ Such Wills, and Inventories always to be computed 5 
by Proclamation Money. 


Each Bond for Adminiſtration, and each Letter 2 


of Adminiſtration, One Shilling, 00 

Every Citation, Four-pence, . * . ., : + 00 
Making out a Commiſſion, Receiving, and Examining 

the Claims of Creditors to Inſolvent Eſtates, and 00 


Regiſtring the ſame, One Shilling, . . . . . . 
Regiſtring the Commiſſioners Report per Page, for each Page 
of Twenty Eight Lines, Ten Words in a Line, S- pence, Joo 


Entering an Order upon the Adminiſtrator to pay out 


the Eſtate in proportion unto the ſeveral Creditors 00 
Returned by the Commiſſioners, Six-pence, . . . 
Allowing of Accounts, Setling, and Dividing of 
Inteſtate Eſtates, One Shilling, and ne! gy ; 
Appointing Guardians, and Taking Bond, One Shilling, 


Aſiſtants, and Juſtices Fees. 


Ttachments, or Summons for Action, Six-pence, 
A When Bond is given, Nine-pence, «. : + 
A Warrant for Witneſſes, Four-pence, . 
Entry, and Trial of an Action, To Shi 
Every Execution, One Shilling. 
2 Warrant for Criminals, One Shilling, 
Bond for Appeal, Six-pexce, .. .. 322 
Copy of Evidences the leaſt, Four-pence, 
Copy of Judgment, Six-pence, . 
Every Recognizance, Six-pence, 


00 


* . * 
. s, 


ES AS oC © 


Affidavits taken out of Court, each, Six-pence, 
Acknowleging a Deed, Mortgage, or other 
ument, Six-Pence, . - . . 


I 2 


ie 


8 888888888888 


8 
OI 

02 Og 
00 909 
03 Oo 
O1 oo 
OT 00 
oo 06 
o2 06 
03 00 
01 oo 
00 04 
O01 00 
oo 06 
00 o 
ox 06 
01 00 
oo 06 
oo 9 
00 04 
02 oO 
OT oO 
01 oo 
oo 06 
00 o4 
oo 06 
oo 06 
o1 oO 
oo 06 
oo 06 
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ted by Proe 
clamatien 
Money. 


Aſſiſtanti, and 
Juſtices Fees 


0 —— 
W I 


. AND LAVS, 


60 Reguiation of Fes. 
Secretary's Fees, 
R Ecording Laws, and Orders of publick Concernment 2 J. 5s. 74 
in the Colony Records, Each One Shilling, 00 OI o 
_ Affixing the Colony Seal each Time, One Shilling, 00 o o0 
Each Military Commiſſion, One Shilling, .. .... .. O00 OLI o 
Each Commiſſion for the Juſtices in each County, FiveShillings,00 05 oo 
Commiſſion for the Judges of the Superiour Court, 8 
Three Shilling. 00 OJ 00 
Commiſſion for the Judges of the County Court and 5 
Court of Probate, each One Shilling, and Six-fe ence, 00 01 06 
Fach Petition or Memorial to the General Aſſembly, 5 
One Shilling, and Six-pence, 00 O1 06 
To the General Aſſembly for every Petition, One Pound, ox oo oo 
Sheriffs, and Conſtables Fees. 
OErring every Summons, Four-pence, .... 00 o 04 
: If by the Copy, Six-pence, ...... 7 00 O0 06 
— and Serving every Attachment, Six pence, 5 00 O0 06 
2 wy Bail Bond, Eight-pence; 0... 00 O0 08 
Levying every Execution not exceeding 
Five Pounds, Two Shillings, 02 00 
Levying every Execution more than Five Pounds, and not 
exceeding Ten Pounds, Three Shillings, 00 og oo 
Levying every Execution more than Ten Pounds, and 0 | | 
not exceeding Twenty Pounds, Five Shillmgs, 00 og Oo 
Levying every Execution more than Twenty: Pounds, and 
not exceeding Forty Pounds, Seven Shillings, $ 00 O 06 
and Siren oo 
For any greater Sums than Forty Pounds, ſhall be allowed after 
the Rate of Two Shil/ings more advanced on every Twenty 
Pounds, above the Sum of Forty Pounds, which ſhall be 
Levied by the ſaid Execution. And the aboveſaid Fees on 
Executions, ſhall be taken in the ſame Currency that is to 
be Levied by each reſpective Execution. 
Attending at a Juſtices Court when obliged to Attend, J: 
for each Action Tried, One Shilling, = OI oO 
Fach Mie Travel out, 7 bree-pence, a ERR 00 03 
Sheriff attending the General Aſſembly, Superiour cbütet 8 
plaintiffæ De- or County Court, per Diem, Four Shillings, 00 O4 oo 
tendants Fees, Conſtable for the like Service, per Diem, Three Sbillings, oo o 3 oo 
Fees for Plaintiff, and Defendant Attending any Court, 

Witne(ſ-:Fees ' Per Diem, One” Shilling, and Six-pence, 00 o c6 
| Witneſſes attending any Court per Diem, Jus Shillings, 00 o2 co 
Their Travel. 7 ravel for Plaintiff, Defendant, or Evidence in any Court, 2 
„ ©) CO per Mile Two-pence; a 00 00 02 

out High- T Fees for ©Jury employ'd in laying out High- ways, ſhall N. 1 
wajs Fees. be for every Juror, per Diem, Three Spillings, 00 og | 00 
Sheri atten. And the Sheriff attending on ſaid Jury, per Diem, 
dance, 4 , $2. ©» Of £25 Shillings, Oo 04 00 
ET: Lon Clerks Fees. 
For Rewiding 6 Deed, One Shilling. . 000 o - 00 
Town Clerks 58 For a Copy K. Deed, One Shilling, . 6-2 0 O00 OI 00 
N To Survey Bill, Six-pencdꝓ oc. 00 oOo 06 
Io Recording a Marriage, 7 bree- Pena, 4 4, 00 oo 03 
To Recording a Birth or Death, 7 Wo-PeNce, . . + » 00 00 03 


Attorney's 
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Attorney's Fees, 
N Taxing Bills of Coſt, the Parties that Recover for 8 * ½ A a 
Attorney's Fees at County Court, Four Shillings, 20 O4 00 — $ 
In the Superiour Court, Eight Shillings. oo os OOo 
Pot Mages. 
For Man, Horſe, and Expences, each Mile out, ? | 
Four-pence, oo 00 04 Polit Wages, 
Recorder of Horſes Fees. ? 
ko Branding, and Recording every Horſe- kind, Six- pence, oo oo 06 
Recorders of 


For Recording each Sale or Exchange, Three-pence, oo oo 03 
For each Copy of Record, Three-pence, . . . 00 00 03 
Goalers Fees. 
For Commitment of a Priſoner,and Diſcharge, I Shillings,,00 02 00 
For Dieting each Priſoner per Week, Tuo Shillings, 
and Six-pence, | 
County Surveyors Fees. 


FOr himſelf, and Horſe per Diem, beſides Expences, : 
Four Sbillings, 


$ 00 02 06 


00 o4 ©0 


An Act for Ordering, and Regulating Fields, and 
Fences. | | | 

BE it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and NKepreſentarſves, in 
General Court Aſſembled. and by the Authozirp of the ſame, 
That thoſe who are, or ſhall be Proprietors, or Owners of Land in any 
Field that now is Setled, Reputed,or Uſed ; or hereafter ſhall be Formed, 
Fixed, or Stated for a Common Field, ſhall, and may Meet together by 
themſelves, or Agents, Annually, on the Firſt Monday in March, or on 
ſuch other Day as they ſhall appoint, at the uſual Place of the Town- 
Meeting, in the Town where ſuch Field is; or at ſuch other Place as they 
ſhall appoint, to Order the Affairs of ſuch Field, with reſpect to the 
Fencing, and Improving faid Field, and all other things Neceffary for 
the well Ordering, Managing, and Improving the fame”: In which 
Meetings the Proptietors of ſuch Fields ſhall have full Power, by their 
Major Vote, to be computed by Intereſt, to Order all ſuch Affairs as 
they ſhall ſee meet. I | 


of ſuch Fields: | COTE 
bey are hereby Impowred to chooſe, a Moderator, and a Clerk; 
which Clerk ſhall Enter all the Acts, and Votes of the ſaid Proprietors, 
relating to the Management of the ſaid Common Fields; and ſhall 


. 


And the better to Enable them to Carry on, and Manage the A air 
þ . «4 1 1 12 iy ry " a . 


be Sworn to a faithful Diſcharge of his Office, : Whoſe Fees ſhall be 


the ſame as the Town-Clerks for the like .Seryice. And ſuch Clerk 
being once Choſen, and Sworn, ſhall continue in his Office till another 
de Choſen, and Sworn in his Room. EOS 8 i 
They ſhall alſo chooſe a Committee to take Care of, and Manage the 
Affairs of their Common Field: And may alſo chooſe their own Fence- 
Viewers, and Hay wards out of their own Number of Proprietors; who 
ſhall be Sworn to a faithful Diſcharge of the Duties belonging to their 
reſpective "Offices, "EP 411 
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Common Fields, and Fences, 
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And if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall refuſe to Serve, being duly 
Choſen, as aforeſaid, he or they ſhall incur the ſame Penalty as is provided 
in caſe of Town Officers Refuſal z and to be Levied in the ſame 
Manner, 

And the Committee appointed for any Common Field may call a 
Meeting of the Proprietors of ſuch Field when they ſhall judge it 
Needful ; either by giving Warning unto ſuch of them as liye in the 
own where ſuch Field is, and to the Agents, if any be, in the ſame 
Town of Non-Reſident Proprietors, at leaſt Three Days before ſuch 
Meeting, of the Time, Place, and Buſineſs of ſuch Meeting; or by 
Warning the ſaid Proprietors in ſuch other Manner, as they in any of 
their lawful Meetings ſhall agree upon. . 

And the Proprietors of Common Fields at any lawful Meeting are 
hereby fully Impowred to Grant, and Levy Taxes upon themſelves, 
according to their Intereſt in ſuch Fields, for the defraying the Charges 
that may ariſe in Setting out, or Altering the Fence, in Making Gates, 
and Bridges for their Field; and for any other Public or Common 
Charge about ſaid Field, as they ſhall judge Needful ; and appoint 
Rate-Makers, and Collectors for the Making, and Gathering ſuch Rates: 
Which Collectors ſhall have the ſame Power, and Authority as Collectors 
of Tewn-Rates have; and ſhall be under the ſame Penalties in caſe of 
refuſal to Accept, and Execute the ſaid Office. 


And be it further Enacted bp the Authoziry afozeſaid, That when 
any Number of Proprietors, or Owners of Land in any Town have 
their Lands adjoining, and ſo ſituate as that it may be Commodious, and 
Beneficial for them to Improve the ſaid Lands as a Common Field, if 
five ſixth Parts of ſuch Proprietors, accounting their Votes according to 
Intereſt, ſhall agree to Improve ſuch Lands as a Common Field; they are 
directed to Repreſent the Circumſtances thereof to the County Court of 
that County; and Notifie the other Proprietors of ſaid Lands to Appear at 
ſaid Court, to make Objections ( if any they have) againſt ſaid Lands being 
Improved, as aforeſaid. And on ſaid Proprietors obtaining the Appro- 
bation, and Allowance of ſaid Court to Improve ſaid Lands, as aforeſaid, 
the Proprietors, and Owners of ſuch Lands are hereby fully Authorized, 
and Impowred to Form, and Improve the ſaid Lands as a Common 
Field: In which caſe they ſhall have the ſame Powers, and Privileges, 
and be under the ſame Regulations as thoſe are which are already Stated, 
Formed, Reputed, or Uſed as ſuch, 


And the better to Enable Proprietors of | Common Fields to Fence, and 
Manage, and Regulate their Fences. 


Be it further Enacted by the Aurhozity afozeſaſd, That the 
Committee of the Field, or a Committee to be Appointed for that 
urpoſe, are hereby Impowred, and Directed to Appoint, and Set out the 
lace where, and the Proportion which each Proprietor ſhall have his 
Fence Erected; either in the Line of Fence already Stated, or in any 
other, or new Line to be Fixed, and Stated by the Proprietors : ( Which 
they are fully Impowred to do. ) 7 : 
And every Proprietor in ſuch Common Field, ſhall duly Erect ( if 
Need be) and ſhall Maintain his Proportion of the ſaid Common Fence, 
according to the Direction of ſuch Committee, upon the Penalty of incur- 
ring ſuch Forfeiture as is hereafter in caſe of Defective Fence provided 


And alſo ſhall attend all Orders of the Major Part of the Proprietors of 


ſuch Common Field, for the Improvement thereof, for the Common 
Good, and Benefit, _ | ard 
r 
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0 ˙¹wiwm •ũ . N 1 | 


ACTS AND LAWS. 


Common Fields, and Fences. 


63 


_— 


And that any Perſon,or Perſons having his, or their Part, or Proportion 
of Common Fence” ſet out to him or, them by ſuch Committee, ſhall 
have Liberty, in order to Make, or Repair his, or their ſaid Part, or 
Proportion of Common Fence, of paſſing over any Perſons Lot, or Land 
whatſoever, as much as ſhall be neceſſary for the purpoſe aforeſaid. 


And when it ſhall ſo happen that the Line of Fence, ordered, as afore- 
faid, for the Encloſing any Common Field, runs, or ſhall run in, or upon 
the Line, or Bounds between the Land of any Perſon making a particular 
Incloſure, and the Lands of the Common Field, the one Moiety of the 
dividing Fence at faid Place, ſhall be Made, and Maintained by the 
Proprietors of the Common Field; and the other Moiety by the Owner 
of ſuch Incloſure. 1 | 

And where it ſhall ſo happen that the Common Line of Fence runs, 
or ſhall run acroſs the Land of any Perſon making a particular Incloſure, 
leaving part on one Side, and part on the other Side of ſuch Common 
Line; Confideration ſhall be had in proportioning out the Fence to ſuch 
Incloſure of the Advantage, or Diſadvantage the Owner of ſuch Incloſure 
hath by the Fence running acroſs, as aforeſaid : Which the Committee are 
to obſerve in proportioning out to ſuch Owners their Part of the 
Dividend Fence. And all ſuch Fence ſet out to the Owners of particular 
Incloſures, as aforeſaid, ſhall be Inſpected, and Repaired by the Fence- 
Viewers as Part of the Fence of the Common Field. | 


And that neither the Proprietors of ſuch Common Field, nor the 
Owner of ſuch Incloſure ſhall Excuſe themfelves by laying Open their 
Field, or Incloſure from Making, and Maintaining their Part of ſuch 
dividend Fence, without Liberty ſo to do firſt had, and obtained from 
the County Court, in the ſame County where ſuch Fence is. 


And where the Common Line of Fence incloſing any general Field, as 
aforeſaid, has already been, or hereafter ſhall be Setled, and Proportioned 
agreeable to the Reſolves, and Votes of the Proprietors, aforeſaid, 
it ſhall ſo remain until altered by ſuch Proprietors 

And whenſoever the Proprietors of any Common Field ſhall agree by 
their Major Vote, computed as aforefaid, to alter or new lay, or run 
their Common Fence ; the Committee to Effe& the ſame, ſhall cauſe their 
doings to be Entred with the Clerk of ſaid Field. 

And that the Proprietors Committee, from Time to Time, as Occaſion 
requires, ſhall have Power, and they are hereby Impowred, when, and ſo 
often as any Perſon ſhall Purchaſe any Lands in ſuch Common Field, to 
ſet out to ſuch Purchaſer his proportion of Fence, at the deſire, and 
charge of the Grantor ; which Grantor ſhall Maintain ſaid Fence until 
ſuch Time as he procure the ſame to be done ; and cauſe an Entry 
thereof to be made by the Clerk of faid Field. 

And if any Perſon having Land lying in any Common Field ſhall 
Deceaſe, and his Heirs, or Succeſſors refuſe to Make, or Maintain the 
Fence that belonged to ſuch Land, the ſaid Committee are hereby 
Impowred to make a juſt, and equal Proportion of ſaid Fence, fixing the 
ſame in the Liſt of Fence ta the Heirs, or Succeſſors of the Deceaſed : 
Which Fence ſhall be accounted to ſuch Heirs, or Succeſſors as it was 
to their Predeceſſor. 


And to prevent Difficulties that may ariſe by the Owners of Fences in the 
Line of Common Fence, neglefing to keep up Stakes with the two firſt Letters 
of their Names on them, to diſtinguiſh their Parts of the Common Fence. 
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It is further Enacted by rhe Authozity afozeſaid, That all Owners 
of Fence in the Line of Common Fence, ſhall ſet, and keep up ſuch 
Stakes, Marked as aforeſaid. And that every Perſon who ſhall Neglect 
more than Two Days after Warning given him by either of the Fence- 
Viewers of that Field to ſet up Stakes, Marked as . aforeſaid, ſhall for 
every ſuch Neglect forfeit the Sum of One Shilling, and Six-pence ; To be 
Collected, and Paid to the Proprietors of ſuch Field, or their Order. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authoziry afozeſaid, That all Common 


Fields ſhall be ſufficiently Fenced : And that all Five Rayl Fence, and 
Stone Wall Four Feet high, being well, and ſubſtantially Ere&ed : And 
all other Fence, cither of Rayles, Boards, Hedge, Ditch, Brooks, Rivers, 
Crecks, &c. which in the Judgment of the Fence- Viewers ſhall be Equi- 
valent to the ſaid Five Rayle Fence, ſhall be adjudged fufficient Fence. 
And that ſuch Quick-Set-Fence as ſhall be accounted ſufficient in the 
Judgment of the Fence- Viewers to Fence againſt Ruly Horſes, Neat 
Cattel, and Sheep, ſhall be judged, and accounted ſufficient Fence. 


And that the Fence of Common Fields may be Kept up, and Damage 
therein prevented. 


It is further Enacted, That the Fence-Viewers of any Common 


Field, ſhall carefully Inſpe& the Fence of ſaid Field, and View the fame 
as often as they ſhall judge it Needful : And alſo whenſocver they ſhall be 
Called out, and Ordered by the Committee of ſuch Field, ſhall InfpeR, 
and View the ſame; and take care that the ſame be Kept up, and Main- 
tained in a good, and ſufficient Manner during the Time they reſpectively 


mall continue in that Office. 


And to Enable them to do the ſame. 
They are Direfted, and fully Impowred, upon View of ſuch Common 


Fence, and finding any Part thereof to be Inſufficient, and Defective, 


Fence viewers 
Duc) &Power, 


without delay to give Notice, or Information to the Owner, or Owners of 
ſuch Defective Fence, or to ſuch Perſon, or Perſons as ought to Maintain, 
or who have the care. of Maintaining fuch Fence, of the Inſufficiency 
thereof; who ſhall ſufficiently Erect, or Repair the ſame within the ſpace 
of Five Days after Notice given : And in caſe of Neglect thereof, the 


Fence-Viewers ſhall fo:thwith Repair, and Make up the fame ; and the 


A Provife, 


Perſon to whom it belongs to Maintain ſaid Fence ſhall pay double Coſt, 
and Charge to the Fence-Viewers for Repairing the ſame : And in caſe 
of Neglect, or Refuſal to pay ſaid double Coſt, and Charge for the ſpace 
of Ten Days after an Account thereof Preſented, and Demand made, ſuch 
Coſt, and Charge ſhall be Levied by Diſtreſs, and Sale of the Offenders 
Goods, by Warrant from an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace: And fot 
want of Goods, and Chattels, the Officer ſhall deliver to the Fence- 
Viewers ſo much of the Lands of the Perſon deficient, as ſhall ſatisty the 
faid Coſt, and Charge; and other Coſt ariſing by a reaſonable Extent, 
according to the Judgment of ſaid Officer. | | 
Always Provided, That at any time within Ten Days after the Account 
ſhewed, and Demand made, as aforeſaid, the Perſon agrieved with ſuch 
Account, ſhall have Liberty to complain to an Aſliſtant or Juſtice of the 
Peace, who ſhall upon his Deſire, and Coſt, iſſue a Warrant to the 


Select - Men of the Town, in which the Cauſe ſhall happen; or to Two 


Fence-Viewers, not being Parties, or Intereſted in the Controverſie, 


requirivg them forthwith to View, and Apprize the Coft beſtowed by the 


Fence- 
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Fence-Vie wers in Repairing the ſaid defective Fence : And the Party 
complaining ſnall pay to the Fence-Viewers for Repairing ſaid Fence 
double the ſaid Apprizement : And in caſe of Refuſal, or Neglect 
forthwith to do the ſame, it ſhall be levied by Diſtreſs, and Sale of the 
Offenders Goods; or for want of Goods by Extent of his Lands, by 
Warrant, as aforeſaid, 


And if at any Time the Fence-Viewers of any Common Field ſhall find 
the Common Fence of ſuch Field Defective ſo much that they are not 
able to Repair the ſame, or to hire Help ſufficient to Repair the fame, ſo 
as that ſuch Common Field may be Timely Secured, and do make 
complaint thereof to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, ſuch 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice is hereby fully Impowred to iſſue forth a Warrant to 
the Conſtable of that Town, or to the ſaid Fence- Viewers, to Impreſs 
Men, and Teams ſufficient to Repair ſuch Defective Fence ; who ſhall 
be paid by ſuch Fence-Viewers for their Labour, as they can agree, or 
as thall be determined by ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace. 


Jr is alſo further Enacted, That no Perſon ſhall feed, or bait any 
Cattel, or Creatures upon his Neighbours Land in any Common Field 
without his Leave, or Conſent, from the Tenth Day of April to the 
Tenth Day of October, Yearly ; unleſs ſuch Field by the Agreement, and 
Order of the Proprietors thereof ſhall be ſooner Opened for feeding. 
And all Cattel, or Creatures being found baiting, or feeding, as aforeſaid, 
within the Time aforeſaid, ſhall be liable to be Impounded by the Hay- 
wards of the Field, or Owner of ſuch Land. 


And all Damages that ſhall be done in any common Field, or particular 
Incloſure by Cattel, Horſes, Sheep, or Swine, when the Fence is ſufficient, 
ſhall be paid by the Owners of ſuch Creatures; but if the Fence be 
detective, the Poundage ſhall be paid by the Owners of ſuch Creatures, 
before they ſhall be Releaſed out of Pound ; and the ſame ſhall by him 
be again Recovered of that Perſon whoſe Fence is found defective : 
Provided it ſhall appear that ſuch Creatures entred ſaid Field through 
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ſuch defective Fence. And all Damages that ſhall he ſuſtained through _ 


the deficiency of Fence ſhall be paid, or born by the Owner of ſuch Fence. 


And to prevent Difficulties that may ariſe through the Deficiency of 
Fence belonging to Proprietors in Common Fields, who are Non-refident in 
the Town where ſuch Fields are. 


1 10 10 

It is further Enacted bp the Authozity afozeſaid, That ſuch Non- 
reſident Proprietors of any Common Field, ſhall Annually Certify to the 
Clerk of ſaid Common Field, under his, or their Hands whom he, or 
they have Appointed, and Impowred to be his, or their Agent, or 
Agents to Act in his, or their Behalf in all Affairs reſpecting his, or their 
Intereſt therein: Which Agent, or Agents ſhall Certify to ſaid Clerk his, 
or their Acceptance of ſaid Truſt ; and thereupon ſhall become Obliged 
to do all the Duties, and attend the Orders of the Proprietors as fully as 
ihe Reſident Proprietors by Law are. 


And if ſuch; Non-reſident. Proprietors ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe to 
Conſtitute their Agents, and Certify, as aforeſaid, the Fence-Viewers of 
the ſaid Field, upon View of the Common Fence thereof, and finding any 
Part of ſuch Non-Refident Proprietors Fence inſufficient, ſhall Noti the 
Clerk of ſaid Field of the ſaid inſufficiency under their Hands ; which 
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Notification ſhall be deemed Legal Warning to the aforeſaid Non-reſident 
Proprietors, to take care to Mend, and keep in Repair ſuch Fence : 
And on failure thereof, the Fence-Viewers are Directed, and Impowred 
to take the ſame Method, and ſhall have the ſame Recompence ; to be 
Recovered in the ſame Manner as is above provided in caſe of Reſident 
Proprietors Neglect, or Default. 

Always Provided, That if at any Time the Fence-Viewers ſhall Repair 
any Non-Reſident Proprietors Fence, an account of the Coſt thereof ſhall 
be Rendred to, and a Demand ſhall be made of ſuch Clerk, (who ſhall 
make Entry thereof) which ſhall be deemed as Effectual as if Preſented 
to, and Made of ſuch Non-Reſident Proprietor, or Proprietors. 


And whereas Damage is often done in Common Fields by thoſe whs 
Incloſe Lands within ſuch Fields, through the Inſufficiency of their Fences, 


Therefore, 


Be it further Enacted bp che Authozity afozeſaid, That ſuch Incloſures 
ſhall be ſufficiently Fenced for the Securing of Beaſts that ſhall be put 
into them for Paſture To be Viewed, and Judged by ſome of the 
Fence- Viewers in the Town where ſuch Field is, who are not Parties, or 
Intereſted in the Caſe. And if any Perſon ſhall put any Horſes, Cattel, 
Sheep, or Swine to Paſture in any ſuch particular Incloſure, which in the 
Judgment of the ſaid Fence-Viewers is not ſufficiently Fenced for 
Securing of the Creatures ſo put to Paſture, all ſuch Creatures ſhall be 
as liable to be Impounded as if they were looſe in the Open Field : 
And if ſuch Creatures ſhall break out of ſuch Incloſure, and be found 
Damage-Feaſant in the Common Field, the Owner of them ſhall pay Colt 
of Poundage, and Damages as the Law in any Caſe provides. | 


And for preventing Diſputes about Fencing Particular Incloſures, and 
rendring the Improvement of them Profitable to the Owners. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity afozeſaftd, That all the 
Inhabitants in this Colony ſhall Make, and Maintain ſufficient Fence, 
or Fences, ( agreeable to the Direction in this Act before given reſpetting 
what ſhall be deemed ſufficient Fence ) to Secure their Particular Fields, 
or Incloſures. 

And whatſoever Creatures ſhall be found Damage-Feaſant in ſuch 
Incloſure, Fenced as aforeſaid, ſhall be liable to be Impounded by the 
Owner of ſuch Incloſure, or his Order : And the Owner of ſuck Creatures 
ſhall pay the Poundage, and Damage. But whatſoever Damage ſhall 
be done by any Beaſt through the inſufficiency of the Fence of ſuch 
Incloſure, ſhall not be Recoverable, unleſs the Damage be done by 
Swine, or Horſes ſuffered to go at Large on the Common; or by unruly 
Cattel, which will not be Reſtrained by ordinary Fences ; or unleſs where 
any Perſon ſhall put his Cattel into, or otherwiſe voluntarily Treſpals 
upon his Neighbours Ground: In all which Caſes, if the Party damnitied 
find the Beafts doing Damage in his Incloſure, he may Impound them, 
and recover Poundage, and Damage, although his Fence be not ſufficient 
according to Law. | Es | 

And whenſoever any Fence-Viewers, on occaſion of any Cattel, or 
other Creatures being Impounded -as Damage-Feaſant, ſhall be called 
to paſs their Judgment. on the Fence incloſing the Land from whenck 
ſuch Creatures were Impounded, that although ſaid Fence be found in 


ſome places not fully anſwerable to the Law, yet if they Judge P 
15 | en 


Fence of ſuch Incloſure to be as Effectual againſt the Creatures Im- 
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pounded as a Five Rayl Fence, or Stone-Wall Four Feet high, well 
Erected would be: Or if if it be made to appear to the ſaid Fence- 
Viewers, that the Creatures did not Enter the incloſed Lands at the 
deficient Place; but over ſome Place which was ſufficient, as aforeſaid, 
then the ſaid Fence- Viewers ſhall declare the Fence to be ſufficient, any 
thing in this Act before contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

That when any Perſon ſhall Fence any particular Field, or Incloſure, 
in ſetting of Poſts, and Rayles, s, Or Hedge Fence, there ſhall 
be Liberty for either Party, of Twelve Inches from the Dividend Line, 
to break the Ground to ſet the Poſts, and Stakes in: But the Poſts, and 
Stakes ſhall be ſet in the Dividend Line. | 

And for the making of Stone Wall, or other Fence, there ſhall be 
Liberty of either Party bordering on each other, to ſet one Half of the 
Width of ſuch Stone Wall, or other Fence on each Side of the Dividend 
Line, Provided it exceed not One Foot, and an Half from ſaid Line on 
the Neighbours Land. 

And there ſhall be a Liberty of Four Feet allowed for a Ditch, 
from the Dividend Line; except in Fencing Houſe, or Home-Lots, 
for either of the bordering Parties where the Proportion of Fence belongs 


| to them reſpectively, Provided the Party making the Ditch lay the Bank 


thereof upon his own Land. 

And that when any Perſon ſhall Fence in, and Improve any particular 
adjoining Fields, or Incloſures in ſeveral, they ſhall Make, and Maintain 
the Dividend Fence Equally between them; TAT 1s To SAY, 
One of them the one Half, and the other the other Half thereof. 


And if one Perſon ſhall Improve before his Neighbour, and ſo Make 
the whole of the Fence, and afterwards the adjoining Neighbour, or 
Proprietor ſhall Improve the adjoining Land by particular Incloſure, he 
hall Purchaſe one Halt of the Dividend Fence, and Maintain the ſame : 
And if the. Parties do not agree in Dividing, or Apprizing the faid 
Dividend Fence, it ſhall be in the Power of the Perſon agrieved, to call 
the Select-Men of the Town, or Major Part of them, who fhall 
Divide, and ſet Out to each, and every Perſon, or Perſons, his, or their 
Part of the ſaid Dividing Fence, in Equal Proportion; and ſhall ſet a 
Price upon the Fence fo ſet Out to the Perſon, or Perſons laſt Improving 
in ſeveral; to be paid to the Perſon, or Perſons who Erected the ſame : 
An Account whereof under the Select-Mens Hands ſhall be a ſufficient 
Evidence for the Perſon, or Perſons who Erected ſaid Fence, to recover 
laid Price ſo ſet, of the Perſon, or Perſons laſt Improving, as aforeſaid. 


The like Method may be taken in dividing any Dividend Line of 
Fence, between adjoining Proprietors of particular Incloſures, on the 
Motion of either Party, where it ſhall ſo happen that the other Party 
refuſes to Divide the ſame : In dividing of which the Select-Men ſhall 
have regard to the better Part of ſaid Fence, (if any ſuch there be) and 
let the ſame to him who Erected the fame, or holds under him who 
Erected it; and the Charge thereof ſhall be paid by him who wilfully 
Refuſed to make ſuch Diviſion : For the Recovery of which the Account 
— under the Select-Mens Hands ſhall be a ſufficient Evidence, as 

oreſaid. 

And all Diviſions of ſuch Fence Made, as aforeſaid, and Recorded in 

e Town Records of the ſame Town in which it is made, ſhall be as 


in Law, as though the ſame was made in Writing under the 
of the Parties concerned. | 
K 2 And 
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And if any Perſon, or Perſons who ought to Maintain any Dividend 
Fence, ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe to keep in ſufficient Repair according to 
Law, all ſuch Fence, or Fences, ſet out, as aforeſaid; or Divide according 
to the Agreement of the Parties concerned therein, appearing by Writing 
under their Hands, or other ſufficient Evidence to ſnew the ſame, the 
Perſon agrieved ſhall have Liberty, and Power, at his own Coſt,” to call 
the Fence- Viewers in the Town to View the fame : Who if they find 
the ſame Inſufficient, or Wanting, ſhall take the ſame Method in order 
to get the ſame Erected, or Repaired : And they, or the Perſon agrieved 
ſhall have the ſame Allowance for Erecting, or Repairing the ſame, if 
they, or either of them Erect, or Repair it ; and to be Recovered in the 
ſame Manner, with Coſt of Viewing the ſame, as is before provided in 
this Act in caſe of Neglect to Repair Fence in the Line of Common 
Field-Fence. | | 

Always Provided, That if the Perſon agrieved Repair faid inſufficient 
Fence, the Value of ſuch Reparation ſhall be Apprized by the Fence- 
Viewers. | 

And if any Perſon” ſhall afterwards lay Open his Field, or Inclofure, 
(which none ſhall do without Three Months Warning on Penalty of 
paying the Damages that his Neighbour ſhall ſuſtain thereby ) the 
other Party ſhall have Liberty to Buy the Dividend Fence, paying the 
then preſent Value thereof: To be ſet by Two Men, to be choſen by 
either Party One; or in caſe of Non-agreement therein, by the Select- 
Men, or Major Part of them. 


_— 


An. Act for the Puniſhment of diyerſe Capital, 
and other Felonics, 


BE it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives in 
General Court Allembled, and by the Aurhoziry of the ſame, 


That if any Perſon ſhall Conſpire, or Attempt any Invaſion, Inſur- 
rection, or public Rebellion againſt this Colony; or ſhall Treacherouſly, 
and Perfidiouſly Attempt the Alteration, and Subverſion of our Frame 
of Government, Fundamentally Eſtabliſhed by His Late Majeſty's 
gracious CHARTER granted to this Colony, by endeavouring the 
Betraying of the fame into the Hands of any Forein Power, he ſhall 
be put to Death, 


That if any Man, or Woman ſhall Lye with any Beaſt, or Brute 
Creature, by Carnal Copulation ; ſuch Perſon ſhall ſurely be put to 
Death, and the Beaſt ſhall be Slain, and Buried. 


That if any Man Lyeth with Man-kind as he Lyeth with a Woman, 
both of them have Committed Abomination, they both ſhall ſurely be 
put to Death, Except it appear that one of the Parties were Forced, 
or under Fifteen Years of Age; in which Caſe the Party Forced, or 
under the Age aforeſaid, ſhall not be liable to ſuffer the ſaid Puniſhment. 


That if any Perſon riſe up by falſe Witneſs Wittingly, and of Purpoſe 
to Take away any Man's Life, ſuch Offender ſhall be put to Death. 


That if any-Perſon ef the Age of Sixteen Years, and upwards ſhall 
Wilfully, and of Purpoſe Burn any Dwelling Houſe, Barn, or uct 
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he ſhall be pus Death Or if no Prejudice, or Hazard to the Life of 
any Perſon happen thereby, ſhall ſuffer ſuch other ſevere Puniſhment 
x the. Superiour, Court hall determine. y, and alſo aialy al Damages 
to the Wronged, or Agrieved. Party, Ua me ma land {| 


f 
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That if any Perſon; on Purpoſe, and of Malice Forethought, and by 
lying in Wait ſhall cut out, or diſable the Tongue, ; ot put out am 
ye, or Eyes ſo that the Perſon is thereby made Blind or Ahall. « 
off all, or any of the privy: Members of any of His Majeſty's Subjects 
or ſhall be Aiding, or Aſſiſting therein, ſuch Offender, or Offenders 
ſhall be put to Death. 455 3 / 


That if any Perſon within this Colony ſhall Blaſpheme the Name of 
GOD the Far HTR, Sox, or Holy Gnosr with direct Expreſs, Pre- 
ſumptuous, and High Handed Blaſphemy ; or ſhall, Curſe in the like 
Manner, ſuch Perſon ſhall be put to Death. 1 9 5 ba 


W 
0 GA $354 » 


And be it kurrher Enacted by the Authezity afogeſaſd, Thar if 
any Perſon within this Colony having been Educated in, or having made 
Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, ſhall by Writing, Printing, Teaching, 
or adviſed Speaking, Deny the Being of a Gov, or any One of the 
Perſons in the Holy Trinity to be Gop ; or ſhall Aſſert, and Maintain 
there are more God's than One : Or ſhall Deny the Chriſtian Keligion 
to be True; or the Holy Scriptures of the Old, and New Teſtament to 
be of Divine Authority, and be thereof Lawfully Convicted before any 
of the Superiour Courts of this Colony, ſhall for the firſt Offence; be 
os to have, or enjey any Offices, or Imployments Eccleſiaſtical, 
Civil, or Military; or a y Part in them, or Profit by them : And the 
Offices, Places, and Imployments enjoyed by ſuch Perſons, at their, 
Conviction ſhall be Void. | | . 


And ſuch Perſon being a ſecond Time Convicted of any of the 
aforeſaid Crimes, ſhall be Diſabled to Sue, Proſecute, Plead, or Uſe any 
Action, or Information in Law, or Equity; or be Guardian of any 
Child, or Executor of any Will, or Adminiſtrator of any Eſtate; 


Provided nevertheleſs, That no Perſon ſhall be Proſecuted by Virtue 
of this AR, for Words ſpoken contrary to this Paragraph thereof, unleſs 
3 thereof be given within Six Months after the Offence 

— | 


Provided alſe, That Perſons Convicted of any of the faid Crimes, 
ſhall for the firſt Offence, upon Renouncing ſuch Erronious Opinions in 
the Court where Convilted \ within Twelve Months after Conviction 
from the Time of ſuch Renouncing, be Diſcharged from all Diſabilities 
incurred by fuch Conviction. | | 


And be it further Enacted, and Provided by rhe Authoꝛity afozeſaid, 
That the Governour, or Deputy-Governour of this Colony, for the Time 
being or any Three Aſſiſtants concurring, ſhall have Power to Reprieye 
2 Condemned Malefactor to the next General Court, any thing in this 
At to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding, | 
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Negulation of Ferries. 


Fetry- men to. 
be provided . 
with ſofffeſent 
Boats,Oars,& 
Hands, 


Ferry-men to 
beStrong, and 
of approved 
Diſcretion. 


Select men ts 
take care in 
this Affair. 


Ferry men to 
have the ſole 
Liberty of 

Tranſporting” 
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Proviſo, 


Ferry men to 
give conſtane 
Attendance 
from Sun rife 
till 9 a Clock 
at Night for 
6 Months in 
the Year, and 
the other 6 
Monthts till 8 
a Clock, on 
Penalty. 


Ferrymen be- 
ing Proſecuted 
may be Re- 
ſtrained, & C, 


A Proviſe. 


e it Enaced' by rhe Governour, Council, and Keprefentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Muthozirp ok the ſame, 
That every Perſon, or Town that hath, or that hereafter ſhall have. a 
Ferry, or the Privilege of a Ferry; or Right of carrying Paſſengers, 
Teams, Horſes, ' or other Creatures over any River, Creek, or other 
place of Water in this Colony, ſhall at all Times be provided with a good 
tight Boat ; ſufficient both for neſs, Strength, and Steadineſs for 
the ſafe-Tranſportation of ' Paſſengers, and their Horſes ; and other 
Creatures : Well furniſhed with ſuitable Oars, and other Implements 
neceſſary for that Service; and Men ſufficient to Manage the ſame. 


And none | ſhall be Imployed as Ferry-Men but ſuch as are of 
approved -Diſcretion ; Strong, and able Bodied ; well Skilled in Rowing, 
and Managing ſaid Service. | 


And the Select-Men of the Town where ſuch Paſſage is, or ſuch 
Privilege is granted, are hereby Required, and Impowred to take 
effectual Care that this Order, in all the Parts of it be duly Attended 
by all the Owners of Ferries. 


That every Keeper of a Ferry ſhall have the ſole Liberty of the 
Tranſportation of Paſſengers, and their Horſes from the Place where 
ſuch ferry is granted to any other Ferry- place, or uſual Place of Landing. 
And no Ferry-Man that ſhall Land Paſſengers at any other Ferry-place, 
may take Paſſengers from thence, if the Ferry-Boat of that Place be 
ph — 


n Provided, This Order ſhall not hinder any Perſons that uſe, or have 
occaſion to paſs in their own, or their Neighbours Boats, or Cannooes to 


their own Buſineſs, and Labour from paſſing accordingly, 
© And for the ſpeedy Tranſportation of Paſſengers. 
Every Ferry-Man Employed in the reſpective F erry-Boats in this 


Colony, ſhall give conſtant, and diligent Attendance on that Buſineſs 
from Sun-Riſe unt] Nine of the Clock at Night, from the Firſt of 


April to the Firſt of OZober ; and until Eight of the Clock at Night 


from the Firſt of Oober to the Firſt of April, Annually : And ſhall 
not deny, or delay the ſpeedy Carrying over of any Paſſenger, or 
Paſſengers. according to the true Intent, and Meaning hereof, on pain 
that every ſuch Ferry-Man upon Conviction before any One Aſſiſtant, or 
Juftice of the Peace of the neglect of his Duty, in not croſſing ſaid 
Ferries within the Time Limited, as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit, and pay the 
Sum of Ten Shillings : One half to the Informer, or Complainant who 
ſhall proſecute the ſame, and the other half to the Treaſurer of the 
Town where ſuch Ferry is kept. a 

Which Offenders may be Reſtrained till they pay ſaid Sum, and Coſts 
of Proſecution: Which Proſecution, and Conviction may be Taatbwith 
had, as in Caſes of Delinquency. | | TY 


Provided nevertheleſs, That no Ferry. Man ſhall be Obliged to put off 
from their reſpective Shoars, or Wharffs, and paſs the ſaid Ferries when 


manifeſtly appears to be Hazardous for them ſo to do, by reaſon of 
in Storm, * Tempeſt, or Ice. : 
That 
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That all the Owners of Ferries ſhall Keep, and Maintain good Wharffs, 
or places of Landing, where they are wanted, upon penalty of forfeiti 
ſuch Sum as the County Court of that County in which ſuch Wharf 
ſhall be wanted, upon Complaint to them made ſhall determine to 
be ſufficient to Make, or Repair ſuch Wharff, or convenient Landing: 
Which Forfeiture ſhall be for that Uſe ; and be by Order of ſuch 
Court Laid out therefor accordingly. 

That the Perſon, or Perſons that are, or from Time to Time ſhall 
be Employed for Keeping the Ferry between New-London, and Groton, 
called New-London-Ferry, ſhall conſtantly Maintam a Boat, or Boats in 
good Repair, furniſhed, as aforeſaid, ſuitable for ſaid Ferry, on each Side 
the Water, 


And for preventing of Danger in, and for Regulating the Paſſing 
of Common Fery ies. 


It is further Enacted by rhe Authozity aſozeſaid, That no Ferry- 


Man ſhall carry any Paſſenger over the Water in any Boat that is not 


ſufficient, according to this Act, upon Penalty of forfeiting ſuch Boat, 
or the Value thereof: One Moiety to the Colony Treaſury; and the 
other Moiety to the Informer. 

And every Ferry-Man that ſhall not provide ſufficient Oars, and 
other neceſſary Implements : And alſo ſuch Man, or Men, as the 
Condition of the Paſſage ſhall Require Qualified according to this Act, 
as before Expreſſed, for the ſafe, and ſpeedy Paſſage of Trave lers, 
ſhall for every Default therein, incur ſuch Penalty as the County Court 
of that County wherein ſuch Ferry is, ( upon Complaint to them made ) 
ſhall ſee cauſe to impoſe upon him. 

Provided, The Penalty for one Default ſhall not Exceed the Sum of 
Three Pounds. 

That no Perſon ſhall preſs, or enter into any Ferry-Boat, or other Ferry- 
Veſſel, contrary to the Will of the Ferry-Man, or the Major part of the 
Paſſengers firſt entred, upon pain of forfeiting the Sum of Six Shillings 
for every ſuch Attempt. 

And that every Ferry-Man that ſhall permit, or allow any Perſon 
to enter into his Boat, or. other Ferry-Veſſel, againſt the Will of any 
Aſſiſtant, Juſtice of the Peace, or Repreſentative of the General Aſſembly; 
or any of the Elders of the Churches; or the Major part of the 
Paſſengers before Shipped, or Entred into ſaid Boat, or Veſſel, ſhall 
forfeit for every Petſon ſo admitted, or received againſt their Will fo 
declared, the Sum of Ten Shillings. 

And every Ferry-Man ſhall have Power to keep, or put out of his 
Boat every Perſon that fhall preſs, enter into, or ſtay in his Ferry-Boat 
contrary to his Order. : 

That all Perſons ſhall be received into ſuch Ferry-Boats according to 
their coming firſt, or laſt, to ſuch Ferry ; only all public Officers, and 
ſuch as go upon Public, and Urge 
Chyrurgeons, and Midwives ſhall be Tranſported firſt, or with the firſt. 
And that all the Fares of all the Ferries in this Colony, ſhall be Stated 
only by the General Aſſembly : And the Fare being publiſhed according 
to Law, ſhall be the only Fare that any Ferry-Man ſhall Take for 
carrying over-Paſſengers, Horſes, or other Creatures. And every Ferry- 
Man that ſhall Demand, and Take more than the Fare ſo Stated, ſhall 


forfeit the Sum of Twenty Shillings : One Moiety to the Treaſurer of the 
Colony, and the other Moiety to be divided between the Informer, and 


the Perſon Injured : In the Tryal whereof no Appeal ſhall be Allowed. 


Provided 
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Provided nevertheleſs, That the Governour, Deputy-Governour, 
Aſſiſtants, Repreſentatives for the Time being, Judges of the Superiour, 
and Judges, and Juſtices of the County Courts in this Colony, when, 
and ſo often as they have Occaſion to paſs, and repaſs over any of 
the Ferries; or any of them upon the public Buſineſs of this Colony: 
Alſo all Poſts, and other Perſons who ſhall have Occaſion to paſs, and 
repaſs ſaid Ferries on public Service, ſhall paſs, and repaſs Ferriage 
Free: And no Demand of any Fare ſhall be made of them, or any 
of them ; nor any Allowance be made out of the public Treaſury for 
their Paſſage, any Thing in this Act before to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. 


An Act concerning the Payment, and Diſpoſition of 
Fees, Fines, and Penalties. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Autrhozity of the ſame, 
That every Perſon that ſhall at any Time be Fined for the Breach of 
any Penal Law ; or for other juſt Cauſe, ſhall forthwith pay the Fine, 
or Penalty impoſed upon him ; or give in good, and ſufficient Security 
ſpeedily to do the ſame : Or ſhall be Impriſoned, or Bound out, and 
Kept in Service, or Labour till it be paid. | 


And the Warrants, or Diſtreſſes for Levying of all Fines, and 
Penalties ſhall be ſent out within One Year after the Conviction of the 
Delinquent. 


That all Fees paid for Trial of any Matter, or Cauſe in the General | 


Court, and in the Superiour Court, (the Secretary's, and Clerks Fees 
excepted ) and all Fines, Forfeitures, and Penalties impoſed on any 
Perſon, or Perſons by either of the ſaid Courts for any Matter of 
Delinquency, ſhall be, and belong to the Colony Treaſury, for the 
defraying the public Charges of the Colony. 


And all Fees paid for the Trial of any Matter, or Cauſe in the 
reſpective County Courts in this Colony, (the Clerks Fees excepted ) 
and all Forfeitures, Fines, and Penalties impoſed on any Perſon, or 
Perſons for any Matter of Delinquency by any of the ſaid County 
Courts, ſhall be, and belong to the Treaſuries of the ſaid ſeveral 
County Courts, to defray the Charges of the County Courts; and 
other County Charge. | 


And all ſuch Fines, Forfeitures, and Penalties as ſhall by the Judgment 


of any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace be impoſed on any Perſon, or 


Perſons for any Matter of Delinquency, ſhall be, and belong to the 
Treaſury of the Town where ſuch Judgment is given. 


Always Provided, That where any ſuch Fines, Forfeitures, or Penalties 
are, or ſhall be otherwiſe Ordered by any expreſs Law 'of the Colony, 
they ſhall be Diſpoſed of according to the Order of ſuch Law, any 
Thing before in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


— _— 
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ACTS AND L4VS, 


Foꝛceable Cutty, and Detainer. 


an Act Directing Proceedings againſt Forceable 
Entry, and Detainer. | 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſ:ntatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
That upon Complaint made to any One, or more Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices 
of the Peace, of any Forceable Entry made into any Houſe, Lands, 
Tenements, or other Poſſeſſions lying within the County where ſuch 
Aſſiſtant, or Aſſiſtants, Juſtice, or Juſtices Dwell, or Reſide; or of any 
wrongful Detainer of any ſuch Houſe, Lands, Tenements, or other 
Poſſeſſions by Force, and ſtrong Hand: THAT 1s To Say, by, or 
with ſuch violent Words, or Actions as have a Natural Tendency to 
Aﬀright, and Terrify : Every ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Aſſiſtants, Juſtice, or 
Juſtices within convenient Time, at the Coſt of the Party grieved, 
ſhall go to the Place where the ſaid Force is ; taking with him, 
or them the Sheriff of the County, or his Deputy, and other ſufficient 
Power of the Town, or County, (if Need be) to Aid, and Aſſiſt 
faid Authority : And all the People of the County, as well the 
Sheriff as Others ſhall be Attending to ſaid Aſſiſtant, or Aſſiſtants, 
Juſtice, or Juſtices to Aſſiſt him, or them to Arreſt ſuch Offenders, 
when thereunto called, upon pain of Impriſonment, and of paying a 
Fine of Twenty Shillings to the Treaſury of the County. 

And that Two Aſſiſtants, or Two Juſtices, Quorum Unis ; Or 
One Aſſiſtant, and One Juſtice ſhall have Authority to Enquire, by 
the Oaths of the People of the ſame County, as well of them that 
make ſuch Forceable Entry into Houſes, Lands, Tenements, or other 


Poſſeſſions, as of them who Hold, and Detain the ſame by Force, 


and ſtrong Hand. 

And if it be found on ſuch Enquiry, that a Forceable Entry hath 
been made into Houſes, Lands, Tenements, or other Poſſeſſions; or 
that the ſame are Held with Force, then ſuch Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices 
ſhall cauſe the ſame Houſe, Lands, Tenements, or Poſſeſſions to be 
Re-ſeiſed, and the Party to be again put into the Poſſeſſion thereof, 
who in ſuch Manner was put, or held out of the fame. 

And in ſuch caſes where the Nature of the Facts are Cognizable 
before ſuch Authority, the ſaid Authority ſhall alſo Tax Bills of Coſt 
againſt ſuch Perſons as before them ſhall be Convicted of Forceable 
Entry, or Detainer. 
And in caſe the. Perſon Complained of is found not Guilty, ſhall Tax 
Coſt againſt the Complainant, and grant Execution thereon accordingly. 


And to the End that Enquiry may be made, as aforeſaid. 


e > further Enacted by the  Authozſty afozeſaſd, That ſuch 
Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices ſhall make out their Warrants, or Precepts* 
directed to the Sheriff of the ſame County, or his Deputy, commanding 
him on the King's Behalf, to cauſe to come before them Eighteen 
ſufficient, . and indifferent Perſons, dwelling near unto the Houſe, Lands, 
Tenements, or other Poſſeſſions ſo Entred upon, or Held, as aforeſaid ; 
whereof Fourteen ( at leaſt ) ſhall be Impanelled to Enquire in that 
Behalf; Each of whom ſhall have a Free-hold Eſtate Rated in the 
common. Liſt at Fifty Sbillings at the leaſt, who ſhall be Sworn by ſuch 
Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices, well, and truly to Enquire of ſuch Forceable 
Entry, or Forceable Detainer ; and to return a true Verdict according 
to their Evidence. 

L And 


On complaint 
made to an 
Aſſiltavt,&ge. 
of Forceable 
Entry, or De- 
tainet, &. 


Compylaine 
brig inven 
2 | uitice>,C 


TF it be found 
Foce ble En- 
try has been 
made, Ce. 


Authority to 
Tax Bills of 
Colt, 


Tf the Perſon 
c-mplain'd of 
is nut evilty, 
then, Ce. 


18 (vfficieny 
Perſons to be 
Summoned to 
Enguire, & e. 
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A 


Puniſhment of Fozgery, 


74 

Sheriff to be And if the Sheriff ſhall make Default in not duly Executing ſuch 
- ph. 8 = Warrant, or Precept to him directed, he ſhall be Fined, or Amerced 
„ delzult⸗. the Sum of Five Pounds for every Default. 

And Jurors , And every Juror legally Summoned making his Default by Non- 


tos On theirs 


Sheriffs being 
a Party or a 
Relative, a 
Conſtable to 
havehisPower 


Aſſiſtants, or 
Juſtices to im 
poſe 3 fine of 
20. bind to 

good Brhavi 

our. or Impii. 
ſonOffcaders. 


All id Fines 
to the County 
Treaſury. 


The Party 
gricved to re- 
cover treble 
Damages. 


A Proviſo, 


Forgery how 
puniſhed 


Appearance, fhall pay a Fine of Ten Shillings. 

That when it | ſo happen that the Sheriff is either a Party, or 
ſtands in the Relation of Father, or Son by Nature, or Marriage ; or 
of a Brother in the like Kind ; Uncle, or Nephew ; Landlord, or 
Tenant to either of the Parties ; either of the Conſtables of the Town 
where the Facts are ſaid to be done, not being Intereſted, or Related, 
as aforeſaid, ſhall have in thoſe Caſes all the Powers, and Authorities 
that the Sheriffs in this Act above are Veſted with; and ſhall be 
under the ſame Regulations, and in caſe of Default under the ſame 
Penalties. 

And that any Aſſiſtant, or Aſſiſtants, Juſtice, or Juſtices Holding 
ſuch Court of Enquiry, may impoſe a Fine on every Offender nn 
ſuch Force; not exceeding the Sum of Twenty Shillings ; and Bin 
him, or them to the good Behaviour, and commit ſuch Offender, or 
Offenders to Priſon till he, or they pay ſuch Fine, and find Sureties 
for his, or their good Behaviour till the next County Court in that 
County, and then to Appear : And if the Offence be aggravated by 
any Open, or high Handed Breach of Peace, or otherwiſe ; they may 
Bind the Offenders over to Appear at the next County Court in the 
ſame County to Anſwer for the ſame, who may increaſe the Fine 
according to the Aggravation, or Circumſtances of the Offence. 

All Fines * by Virtue of this Act, to be to, and for the Uſe of 
the County Treaſury. 

And the Party grieved ſhall recover Treble Damages, and Coſts of 
Suit by Action of Treſpaſs againſt the Defendant, or Defendants if 
it be found by Verdict, or in any other Manner by due Form of Law 
that he, or they Entred into his Houſe, Lands, Tenements, or other 
Poſſeſhons by Force, or after Entry held the ſame by Force. 

Provided always, That this Act ſhall not Extend to any Perſon, or 
Perſons who have had the Occupation, or have been in the Quiet 
Poſſeſſion of any Houſes, Lands, Tenements, or other Poſſeſſions for 
the ſpace of Three whole Years together next before; and his, her, 
or their Eſtate, or Eſtates therein is not Ended, or Determined, any 
Thing to the contrary before in this Act in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


** 


1 — 
— 
kd * I 


An Act againſt Forgery. 


E ir Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Aepreſentatives, in 


10 General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozirp of rhe ſame, 


That if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Willingly, and Falſely Forge, and 
Make, or cauſe to be Forged, or Made ; or ſhall Aid, Abett, Help, or 


Aſſiſt in the Falſely Forging, and Making any Falſe Deed, Conveyance, 


Will, Teſtament, Bond, Bill, Receipt, Releaſe, Acquittance, Letter of 


Attorney, or any other Writing to prevent Equity, and Juſtice ; ſuch 


Perſon, or Perſons being thereof duly Convicted, ſhall ſtand in the Pillory 
Three ſeveral Lecture Days, or other Days of public Meeting; and 


render, and pay to the Party, or Parties Injured thereby Double 
Damages; to be Recovered by Action founded on this Statute : And ſhall 
alſo be rendred Uncapable, and be Diſenabled to give any Evidence, or 


Verdict in any Court, or before any Magiſtrate, or Juſtice of the Peace. 
| An A& 


— 
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ACTS AND LAWS, 


* 
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— 
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An Act preſcribing Forms of Writs, Proceſſes, Or. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatides, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authority of the fame, Forms of 
That the ſeveral Forms of Writs, Proceſſes, Ce. in Civil Cauſes, here 2 
under Written, be, and hereby are Eſtabliſhed to be the Forms to be lied. —_— 
uſed in this Government, by the Reſpective Officers therein, THAT 
1s TO SAY, | te 22 fo 1107 15% 1903390] 4 21 


Summons for Appearance before an Affſtant, or Juſtice of Peace. 


TO the Sheriff of the County of H. his Deputy, or to either of the 
- Conſtables of the Town of G. within ſaid County, G RED. 


1* His Majeſty's Name you are hereby Commanded to Sumtnop 
A. B. of 6. aforeſaid, to Appear before me . BE ER Summons be- 
One of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the County afote fore an Aﬀilt- 
at my Dwelling-Houſe in H. On the Ray of at of the ant, or I uſtice 
Clock in the noon ; Then, and there to Anſwer to C. B. of FF 
In a Plea of 
Which is to the Damage of the ſaid C. D. Shillings, 
aud therefore he brings this Suit, Ad rgf chis Writ, with yout 
Doings therein make true Return to me, at, or before the ſaid 
Day of Dated at H. the Day e, Anndoque Domini, 
| | F. th 
Es b — 3 1 RA '? 
Attachment before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of -&a, a 
To the Sheriff, &c. 


JN His Majeſty's Name you, are hercby,Commanded to, Atrach the gym 
Goods, or Eſtate of 4. B of F. aforeſaid, to the Value of befurs an 


Pounds, and for want thereof to Attach the Body of the faid 4. B. Afiiftant ot 


(if he may be found in your Precincts) and him ſafely Keep, ſo that Juſtice 
he may be had. before me 7. H. E. One of His Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace for the County aforeſaid, at my Dwelling-Houſe, '&c. 


[ The faid C. D. having given ſufficient: Bond to Proſecute his Action 
to Effect, and Anſwer all Damages in caſe he make not his Plea good.] 
Hereof fail not, and make due Return of this Writ with your Doings 
„e N 4 5 | 

FT. © 


fl 


The like for Summons, and Attachments to the County Courts, 9 


Mutatis mutandis. | a 
An Execution granted by an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of Peace. 
. b the Sheriff of the County of H. Sc. GR EE xs. | 


HERE AS C. D. or W. On the Day of | 
* before ne J. H. Eſq; One of His Majeſty's Juſtices of Execution 


Coun. 


the Peace for the County aforeſaid, Recovered Judgment againſt 8 need by an 


A. B. of H. for the Sum of Shillings, Debt, — ” 


( Damage) and for the Sum of Shillings, Coſts of Suit, 
a, appears of Record: Whereof Execution remains to be done. 
_ Ln THESE 


o2ms of Writs; and Proceſſes. 75 
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ACTS AND LAW Ss. 


* 


Fozms of Writs, and Proceſſes, 


Fxecution 
out of the 
Superiour 
Court, or 
County 
Courts, Re(= 
pectively. 


1 * ESE are therefore in His Majeſty's Name to Command you, 

That of the Money of the ſaid A. B. or of his Goods, or 
Chattels within your Precincts, you cauſe to be Levied, and (the lame 
being Diſpoſed of as the Law Directs) Paid, and Satisfied unto the ſaid 


C. D. The atoreſaid Sums being Pounds, Shilings, 
and Pence in the Whole: And alſo that out of the faid Monies, 
Goods, or Chattels you Levy Shillings more tor this 


Writ ; together with your own Fees. And for want of ſuch Money, 
Goods, or Chattels of the ſaid 4. B. to be by him ſhewn unto you, 
or found within your Precincts, for Satisfying the aforeſaid Sums, 
you are hereby Commanded to Take the Body of the ſaid A4. B. 
and him Commit unto the Keeper of the Goal in H. in the County 
aforeſaid, within the ſaid Priſon; Who is likewiſe hereby Commanded 
to Receive the ſaid 4 B. and him ſafely Keep, until he Pay 
unto. the ſaid C. D. the full Sums above-mentioned, and be by him 
Releaſed, and alſo Satisfy your Fees. Hereof Fail not, and make due 
Return of this Wric, with your Doings therein unto me the faid 
H. Eſq; within Sixty Days next coming. Dated at H. thi 
Day of, &c. | - 
| J. H. 


Execution out of the Superiour Court, and County Courts, Reſpectively. 
To the Sheriff of the County of H. Sc. GR EETIN S. 
WHEREAS C. D. of W. Recovered Judgment againſt A. B. 


of F. before the Court, Holden at H. © within the 
County aforeſaid, On the Tueſday 7 for the Sum 
of Pounds, Debt, ( Damage ) and Pounds, 


Shillings, Pence, Coſts of Suit, as appears of Record: 
Whereof Execution remains to be done. 


FHESE are therefore'in Bis Majefty's Name to Command you, 

That of the Goods, Chattels, or Lands of the ſaid 4. B. 
within your Precincts, you cauſe to be Levied, (and the ſame being 
Diſpoſed of, or Apprized as the Law direQs )- Paid and Satisfied unto 


the ſaid C. D. The aforeſaid Sums, being Pounds, 
Sbillings, and Pence in the Whole; with Shilling. 


more for this Writ, and thereof alſo to Satisfy your ſelf for 
your own Fees. And for want of ſuch Goods, Chattels, or Lands of 
the ſaid A. B. to be by him ſhewn unto you, or found within 
your Precincts, to the Acceptance of the ſaid C. D. for Satisfying 
the aforeſaid Sums, you are hereby Commanded to Take the Body of 
the ſaid 4. B. and him Commit unto the Keeper of the Goal in H. 
in the County aforeſaid, within the ſaid Priſon ; who is likewiſe hereby 
Commanded to Receive the ſaid 4. B. and him ſafely to Keep, 
until he Pay unto the ſaid C. D. the full Sums above Mentioned, 
and be by him Releaſed, and alſo Satisfy your Fees. Hereof Fail not, 
and make due Return of this Writ, with your Doings therein unto 
the ſaid Court to. be Holden at upon the 
Tueſday of next. Dated at H. Ge. 


irn. 


Summons, 


. 


ACTS AND LAWS, 


* 


Foꝛzms of Writs, and Proteſſes. 


Summons, or Sub- pœna for Witneſſes. 
To A. B. and C. D. Sc. GAK EEZTIX G. 


N His Majeſty's Name you are hereby Commanded, ( laying aſide all 
manner of Buſineſſes, and Excuſes) to Appear before the 


Court to be Holden at F. On the Tueſday of Summons, or 


to Teſtify all, and ſingular thoſe Things which you, or 

either of you ſha} Know in a Certain Action now Depending, and 

Undetermined in the ſaid Court between E. F. of H. Plaintiff, 
and C. H. of M. Defendant, in an Action of | | 

Hereof you are not to Fail, under the Penalty of the Law in that 

Caſe provided, Dated in H. Gc. ? 1-41 

| D. E. Clerk. 


A Warrant of Replevin before the County Court. 
To the Sheriff of F. &c. Greeting. 


IN His Majeſty's Name you are hereby Commanded, Juſtly, and 

without Delay to cauſe to be Replevied ta T. C. of 8. his 
Beaſts, viz. Now Diſtrained, or Impounded by 8. H. 
of N. and by him unjuſtly Detained, as it is ſaid, and, you are 
to Summon the ſaid S. H. to Appear before the next County Court 
to be Holden at F. in and for ſaid County, on the 
Tueſday of next; Then, and there to Anſwer unto the ſaid 7. C. 
in a Plea of Treſpaſs, wherein the ſaid C. T. complains, that the 
ſaid S. H. the Day of, Sc. at M. in a certain place 
called, Sc. Took the ſaid Beaſts, THAT 1s To Say, 


and them unjuſtly Impounded, and Detained, as aforc ſaid, until this 


Time: Which is to the Damage of the ſaid 7. C. (as he faith ) the 
Sum of Pounds, and therefore he brings this Suit, &c. 
The ſaid 7. C. having given ſufficient Bond to Proſecute this 
Action to Effect, and ſatisfy ſuch Damages, Demands, and Dues as 
the Adverſe Party ſhall Recover againſt him. Hereof Fail not, and 
make true Return of this Writ, with your Doings therein, &c. 


Dated, Sc. 
F. H. Juſtice of Peace. 


The like for a Writ of Replevin before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, 
Mutatis mutandis. 


Bond for Proſecution. 


C. S. and E. C. of H. Acknowlege your ſelves Jointly, 

and Severally Bound to the Treaſurer of the County of H. in 

a Recognizance of Pounds, That T. R. of V. ſhall Proſecute 

the Attachment ( or Replevin ) he hath now Taken out againſt J. L. 
of F. at the next County Court to be Held in H. on the 

Tueſday of next, to full Effect; and Anſwer all Coſt, and 

Damages in caſe he make not his Plea good : Taken, and Acknowleged 


mn H. the Day of, Sc. ; 
| Before me J. W. Fuſtice of Peace, 


A Warrant 


Sub pena for 
Witneſſes. 


A Writ of 
Replevin bes 
fore , the 
County Court 


Thelike Form 
before an Aſſi- 
ſtant, or I uſtice 


Form of the 
Bond for pro- 
ſecution. 
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ACTS AND LAWS. 


- Puniſhment of Foznitation. 


A W;rrant 
for (Co) ting 


Town Ratec. 


A Proviſo. 


Perſens Con- 
victed of For- 
nication, to 
pay a Fine of 
33 5 or be 
whipt, Se 


A Proviſo. 


— 


A Warrant for Collecting Rates. 
To A. B. Collector of the Town-Rate of tbe Town of, Fr. Greeting, 


18 His Majeſty's Name you are hereby Commanded: forthwäch tg 
Levy, and Collect of the Perſons Named in the annexed Lift here- 
with committed unto you; each one his ſeveral Proportion (as therein 
ſet down) of the Sum Total of fuch Liſt : Being a Tax, or Afſſsment 
granted, and agreed upon by the Inhabitants of the ſaid Town of, Sc. 
Regularly Aſſembled on the Day of for defraying of -the 
Neceſſary Charges ariſing within the fame ; and to deliver, and pay 
the Sum, and Sums Which you ſhall ſo. Levy, and Collect, unto the 
Treaſurer of the ſaid Town, (or to C. D. being by ſaid Town 
appointed to Receive the ſame ) at, or before the Day of 
And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe to make 
Payment of the Sum, or Sums whereat he, or they are reſpectivch 
Aſſeſſed, and Set in the ſaid Liſt, to Diſtrain the (3zo0ds, or Chattels 
of ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ; and the fame Diſpoſe as the Law directs, 
Returning the Overplus, ( if any be ) unto the Owner, or Owners. 
And for want of Goods, and Chattels whereon to make Diſtreſs, you 
are to Take the Body, or Bodies of the Perſon, or Perſons ſo Refuſing, 
and him, or them Commit unto the Keeper of the Goal of the ſaid 
County, within the ſaid Priſon ; who is hereby Commanded to Re- 
ceive, and ſafely Keep him, or them until he, or they pay, and 
ſatisfy the ſaid Sum, or Sums Aſſeſſed upon him, or them, as aforeſaid; 
together with your Fees : Unleſs the ſaid Aſſeſsment, or any Part 
thereof, upon Application made to the County Court ſhall be Abated, 
Dated at G. Sc. FT | „ 


Always Provided, And it is further Enacted, That it ſhall be lawful 
for any Perſon, or Perſons within this Colony, as often as Occaſion 
ſhall Require, to make Uſe of other, and diverſe Forms than what are 
before in this Act preſcribed, ſo that the Subſtance of the Matter, or 
Action be well contained therein according to Law, any Thing before 
in this Act notwithſtanding. 


——_— 


— — 


An Act for the Puniſhment of Fornication. 


E ir Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Courr Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozity of rhe ſame, 
That if any Man ſhall commit Fornication with any Single Woman, 
upon due Conviction thereof, each of them ſhall pay a Fine of Thirty 
Three Shillings, to the Treaſury of the County in which ſuch Conviction 
is; or be Corporally Puniſhed by Whipping, not exceeding Ten 
Stripes each ; at the Diſcretion of the County Court who ſhall have 
Cognizance of ſaid Offence. | | 
Always Provided, That when, and ſo often as'any Married Perſons ſhall 
be Accuſed, and brought to Trial before any County Court, for com- 
mitting Fornication with Each Other before their Marriage, if fuch 
Married Perſons ſhall, on their being called to Plead to ſuch Accuſation, 
Confeſs, or plead Guilty, they ſhall ſuffer, and pay but one Half of 
the aboveſaid Fine : And the Court on ſuch Confeſſion, or Plea ſhall 


give Sentence, or Judgment accordingly. 
An Act 


ACTS AND LAWS 


Fozeiners not to Trade with, oꝛ Coꝛrupt the 7:dions.99 


— — — — — 


An Act for preventing Foreiners Trading with, and 
Coxrupting the Indians; and carrying on other 
Evil, and Dangerous Deſigns in this Colony. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, in 

General Courr Allembled. and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That it ſhall not be Lawtul for any French-Man, Dutch-Man, or any 
Subject, or Vaſſal of any other Forein Prince, or State to Trade with 
any Indian, or Indians within the Limits of this Colony, either directly, 
or indirectly, by themſelves, or others, upon Penalty of the Forfeiture 
of ſuch Goods, Wares, and Veſſels as ſhall be found ſo Trading, or 
Traded, or the due Value thereof ; upon due Proof made of any 
Goods, Wares, or Merchandizes Traded; or of any Veſſel belonging 
to any ſuch Foreiner ſo Trading. 


And it ſhall be Lawful for any Perſon, or Perſons Inhabiting within 
this Colony to Seiſe, or cauſe to be Seiſed any ſuch Goods, Wares, 
or Merchandizes ſo Traded; or ſuch Veſſel fo Trading with the 
Indians, contrary to this Act, and to Proſecute to Condemnation thereof 
in any Court of Record in this Colony : The one Moiety whereof 
ſhall belong to the Party Seiſing, or cauſing to be Seiſed, and 
Proſecuting z and the other Motety to the public Treaſury of this 


Colony. 


And that if any ſuch Foreiners ſhall be found Travelling, or Stragling 
about in this Colony, endeavouring to Corrupt the Indians with Falſe, 
Dangerous, and Seditious Principles; and to Alienate, and Eſtrange 
their Minds from the Government ; or to Search, and Spy out the 
Country: Or if they are Suſpected to be carrying on ſuch Deſigns in this 
Colony. And if any Forein Ships, or Veſſels ſhall come to Spy out our 
Coaſts, or in ſome Clandeſtine Manner to carry on an Unlawful Trade, or 
ſhall be juſtly Suſpected of carrying on ſuch Dangerous Deſigns, ſuch 
Foreiners carrying on, or Suſpected to be carrying on ſuch Practices, 
and the Captains, Maſters, Officers, or other Sea-faring Men belonging 
to ſuch Ships, or other Forein Veſſel, may be Taken up by Order, 
or Warrant from any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace Or if the 
Neceſſity of the Caſe require it, by any Sheriff, or Conſtable without 
Warrant, and brought before the Governour, or Commander in Chief 
for the Time being, and ſuch other of the Civil Authority as he ſhall 
think proper to call to his Aſſiſtance : Before, and by whom ſuch 
Foreiner, Captains, Maſters, Officers, or other Sea-faring, or Suſpected 
Perſons may be Examined concerning the Matters aforeſaid. 


And upon their appearing to be Guilty of.any of the Matters aforeſaid, 
or to be juſtly Suſpected to be Dangerous Perfons, the Governour, with 
the Advice of the Authority aforeſaid, is Authorized, and Impowred 
to give ſuch Orders ; and to take, and uſe ſuch Means, and Methods 
a may Effectually pou the Dangers, and Miſchiefs that might 
otherwiſe ariſe from ſuch Foreiners, and Suſpected Perſons ; and Secure 
His Majeſty's Intereſt in this Colony. 


An AR 


No PForeiner 
to Trade, or 
Corrupt the 
Ingians in 

this Govern. - 
ment. 


Any Peifon 
may Sciſe, ot 
cauſe to be 
Sciſed any 
Goods, Ee. 
Iraded by &c. 


Any Frrein 
*hin.or \ (1 
come to Spy 
out ou Cg aſts 
or Forciners 
by Land be 
found Tra- 
velling, or 
Stragling a- 
bout to Spy 
out the Coun- 
try, ox coriupe 
the Indians, 
e. to be 
taken up, Ce. 


The Gover- 
nour to give 


hizOrders,&e 


ACTS AND LAW SE. 


Fraudulent Conveyances. Free-Men. 


All Fraudu- 
lentæ Deceit- 
ful Convey- 
ances, to be 

Null, & Void. 


Penalty on 
ſuch 25 make 
falle Convey- 
axes 


Town Clerk 
to Enrol ſuch 
zs are made 


Free Men, 


Free Men to 
be admitted 

only at their 
open meeting 


The Age, and 
Qualification 
ef Free Men, 


— 


An Act againſt all Fraudulent Conveyanccs. 


E it Enacted bp the Eovernour, Council, and Repreſentasives, in 

General Court $Nembled, and by the Aucho2z1ty of rhe lame, 
That all Fraudulent, and Deceitful Conveyances of Lands, Tenements, 
Hereditaments, Goods, or Chattels : And all ſuch Bonds, Suits, Judg- 
ments, Executions, or Contracts made to avoid any Debt, or Dut 
of others, ſhall, ( as againſt the Party, or Parties only, whoſe Debt, 
or Duty is ſo Endeavoured to be avoided, their Heirs, Executors, 
or Aſſigns ) be utterly Void, any Pretence, or feigned Conſideration 
notwithſtanding. 

And every of the Parties to ſuch a Fraudulent Conveyance, Bond, 
Suit, Judgment, Execution, or Contract, who being privy thereunto, 
that ſhall wittingly Juſtify the ſame to be done, bona Fide, and upan 
good Conſideration : Or ſhall Alien, and Aſſign any Lands, Leaſe, 
Goods, or Chattels ſo to them Conveyed, as aforeſaid, ſhall forfeit 
One Years Value of the Lands, Leaſe, Rents, Common, or other 
Profit out of the ſame ; and the whole Value of the Goods, and 
Chattels, and alſo ſo much Money as ſhall be contained in ſuch Covenous 
Bond, or Contract: And being thereof Convicted ſhall alſo ſuffer 
Half a Years Impriſonment without Bail: Which above Forfeitures 
ſhall be Equally Divided between the Party grieved, and the County 
Treaſurer ; except the Purchaſer make it appear by Two ſufficient 
Witneſſes that the Contract, or Bargain was made bona Fide, and on 
good Conſideration before any Seiſure made by the Creditor, or Officer, 
of the Eſtate ſo Conveyed ; and that it was without any deſign of Fraud 
to defeat the Creditor of his juſt Dues. 


— 


1 — 


An Act Relating to Free-Men, 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, ln 
+ General Court ACembled, and bp the Authoziry of the ſame. 
That the Town-Clerks in the ſeveral Towns in this Colony ſhall 
Enroll in their reſpective Offices, the Names of all ſuch Perſons in 
their reſpective Towns as are, or ſhall be Admitted Frce-Men of this 
Corporation: Which Enrolments ſhall be made by the Direction of 
the Authority, and Select-Men of the Town, in the Open Free-Mens 
Meeting, legally Aſſembled. 
That no Perſon hereafter ſhall be Admitted, and made Free of this 
Corporation, but in the Open Free-Mens Meeting of the Town 
whereto he. belongs, Regularly Aſſembled. 


That all ſuch Inhabitants in this Colony as have accompliſhed the 
Age of Twenty One Years, and have the Poſſeſſion of Free-hold Eſtate 
to the Value of Forty Shillings per Annum, or Forty Pounds Perſonal 
Eſtate in the General Liſt of Eſtates in that Year wherein they deſire 
to be Admitted Free- Men ; and alſo are Perſons of a Quiet, and 
Peaceable Behaviour, and Civil Converſation, may, if they deſire it, 
on their procuring the Select-Men of the Town wherein ſuch Perſons 
Inhabit, or the Major Part of them, to Certify that the ſaid Perſons 
are Qualified, as aboveſaid, be Admitted, and made Free of this Cor- 
8 in caſe they take the Oath prqvided by Law for Free-Men: 

hich Oath any One Aſſiſtant, or Taftice of the Peace is hereby 


Impowred to Adminiſter in ſaid Free-Mens Meeting. 


And 
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Puniſhment ok Gaming. 


— 


And all ſuck Perſons Admitted, and Sworn, as aforeſaid, ſhall be 
Free-Men of this Corporation; and their Name: ſhall be Enrolled 
in the Roll of Free-Men in the Town-Clerks Office of that Town 
wherein they are Admitted, as aforeſaid, 


And that when any Select-Man ſhall give Certificate concerning any 
Perſon, or Perſons who are deſirous to be made Free-Men, and ſhall 
Certify that they are of Peaceable, and Civil Converſation, and Qualified 
according to this Act; if it ſhall after Appear that ſuch Perſons are 
not Qualified as is Certified by the Select-Men, every Selett-Man 
that ſhall Certify, as aforeſaid, ſhall pay a Fine of Three Pounds Six 
Shillings, to th: Colony Treaſurer. 


And that if any Free-Man of this Corporation ſhall walk Scandalouſly, 
or commit any Scandalous Offence, it ſhall be in the Power of the 
Superiour Court in this Colony; on Complaint thereof to them made, 
to Disfranchiſe ſuch Free-Man ; who ſhall ſtand Disfranchiſed till by 
his good Behaviour the ſaid Superiour Court ſhall fee cauſe to Reſtore 
him to his Franchiſement, or Freedom again: Which the ſa;d Court 
is Impowred to do. 


An Act againſt Gaming. 


E it Enacted by the Eovernour, Countil, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authoznty of the ſame, 
That no Taverner, Inn-Keeper, Ale-Houſe Keeper, or Victualler, ſhall 
have, or keep in, or about their Houſes, Out- Houſes, Yards, Backſides, 
Gardens, or other Places to them belonging, any Dice, Cards, Tables, 
Bowls, Shuffle-Board, Billiards, Coytes, Keils, Loggets, or any other 
Implements uſed in Gaming ; nor ſhall ſuffer any Perſon, or Perſons 
Relorting unto any of their Houſes to Uſe, or Exerciſe any of the 
laid Games, or any other Unlawful Game, or Sport within their ſaid 
Houſes, or any of the Dependences, as aforeſaid, or Places to them 


| belonging ; on pain of Forfeiting the Sum of Forty Shillings for every 


luch Offence, upon due Conviction thereof The faid Fine to be 
diſpoſed of, One Half to the Informer, ; and the other Half to the 
Treaſury of the Town where ſuch Offence is committed. 


And every Perſon who ſhall be Convicted of playing at any ſuch 
Games, as aforeſaid, in any ſuch Houſe, or Dependences thereof, ſhall 
forfeit che Sum of Ten Shillings : To be diſpoſed of, as aforeſaid. 


And it is further Enacted by the Authoziry afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon, or Perſons in this Colony, of what Rank, or Quality ſoe ver, 
ſhall play at Cards, Dice, or Tables, every ſuch Perſon, and Perſons 
ſhall each of them pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings for every ſuch 
Offence he, or they ſhall be Convicted of. 

And the Head of that Family where any ſuch Game is uſed, 
with his Privity, or Conſent, ſhall pay in like Manner the Sum of 
Twenty Shillings tor each Time any ſuch Game is uſed in his, or her Houſe : 
One Third part of which Fifties ſhall be to the Party, or Parties 
Who diſcovers the Offence ; the Remainder to the Treaſury of the 
Town where the Offence is committed. 
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Requlation of Goals, and Goalers, 
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An Act for Regulating Goals, and Goalers. 


E ir Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatibeg, in 
1 General Courc Aſſembled, and by rhe Authozity of rhe lame. 
That there ſhall be Kept, and Maintained in good, and ſufficient 
Condition, and Repair, a Common Goal in every Head, or County 
Town, in the ſeveral Counties in this Colony. 


And in the County of New-London Two ſuch Common Goals; 
to wit, One in the Town of New-London, and the other in the Town 
of Norwich. 


The whole Charge of Building, when there ſhall be Occaſion, and 
of Keeping ſuch Goals ſhall be defrayed by the County to which the 
ſame belongs. 


And that the Aſſiſtants, and Juſtices of the Peace, in the ſeveral 
Counties ſhall have full Power; and they are hereby Iinpowred, to 
Tax the Inhabitants of their reſpective Counties, for Building, Repairing, 
and Furniſhing the ſaid (Goals, as Need ſhall Require, and from Time 
to Time, to Order, Direct, and take Care of the Building, and keeping 
in Repair the ſaid Goals. 


That all, and every Perſon, and Perſons whatſoever, that ſhall be 
committed to the Common Goal within any County in this Colon), 
by lawful Authority, for any Offence, or Miſdemeanour, having Means, 
and Ability thereunto, ſhall bear their own reaſonable Charge for 
Conveying, or Sending them to the ſaid Goal; and alſo the Charge of 
ſuch as ſhall be appointed to Guard them thither ; and alfo of theit 
Support while in Goal, before they are Diſcharged : And the Eſtate 
of tuch Perſons ſhall be ſubjected to the payment of ſuch Charge: 
And for want of Eſtate they may be diſpoſed of in Service to anſwer 
the ſame, according to the Law, Entituled, An Act concerning Delinquents. 
Unleſs they ſhall be freed from the payment of ſaid Charge, agreeablc 
to the Directions of the Law aforeſaid, 1; 


Tbat all Prifoners ſhall be permitted to provide, and ſend for ther 
neceſſary Food whence they pleaſe ; and to uſe ſuch Bedding, Linen, 
and other Neceſſaries as they think fit; without their being Purloined, 
Detained, or their Paying the ſame : Neither ſhall any Keeper ©! 
a Common Goal demand of them greater Fees for their Commitment, 
Diſcharge, or Chamber-Room than what is allowed by La“). 


And if any Keeper of a Common Goal ſhall do, or cauſe to be 
done to any Priſoner committed to his Cuſtody any Wrong, or Injury, 
contrary to the Intent of this Act, he ſhall pay treble ' Damages to 
the Party grieved ; and alfo ſuch Fine as the County Court of that 
County wherein the Offence is committed; upon Information, © 
Complaint to them made, ſhall ( conſidering all Circumſtances ) impoſe 
upon Rim. 11 i v 6 Ali:: % „ne a | 
That when uy Perſon, or Perſons are committed to Priſon, in any 
Civil Matter, o Keeper of the Priſon fhall not ſtand 


* 3 
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Grand-Juro:s Duty, and Power. 


you A. B. ſolemnly Swear, that you have not any Eſtate, Real, 

or Perſonal in , Poſſeſſion, Reverſion, or Remainder, of the Value 
of Five Pounds in the whole; or ſufficient to pay the Debt, or Damages 
for which you are Impriſoned : And that you have not directly, or 
indirectly Sold, or otherwiſe Diſpoſed of all, or any part of your Eſtate, 
thereby to Secure the ſame to receive, or expett any Profit, or Advantage 


thereof; or to Deiraud, or Deceive any of your Creditors. So help 
you Cod. 


The Creditor, on Notice thereof being given, or ſent to him, or 
his Attorney, ſhall provide for tuch Priſoner's Relief: otherwiſe 
the Keeper of the Priſon ſhall not ſtand charged with ſuch Priſoners. 
But it the Creditor inſiſts to have ſuch Priſoner continued in Goal, 
then he ſhall allow him a Weekly Maintenance, ſuch as any Three Juſtices 
of the Peace, Quorum Unus, ſhall appoint, till the next County Court: 
Which Court ſhall then Determine how much the ſame ſhall be. 

And all ſuch Charges as the Creditor ſhall be at, he ſhall have 
poor to Levy with the Execution before the Priſoner be Diſcharged 
rom Priſon. | 

That no Perſon committed to Priſon for Non-payment of Fines, 
Taxes, or upon Attachment, or Execution in Civil Cauſes, ſhall be 
permitted by the Keeper of the Priſon to go at Liberty without the 


| Precincts of the Priſon ; but by the Licenſe of the Court that committed 


him, or of the Creditor for whoſe Cauſe he is Arreſted, and Impriſoned, 


upon Penalty of paying the Fine, or Tax impoſed upon him, or ſatisfying 


the Debt, or Damage for which he is committed to him, to whom 
the ſame is Due. 

That Priſoners for Debt, and Felons ſhall not be Lodged together 
in any Common Goal, or Priſon in One Room. 

And if any Goaler, or Keeper of a Priſon ſhall Offend herein, he 
ſhall forfeit, and pay to the Party grieved Treble Damages : To be 


| Recovercd by an Action, by Virtue of this Act. 


Be it further Enacted by the Tut hoꝛity afozeſaſd, That the reſpective 
Sheriffs of the ſeveral Counties in this Colony, for the Time being, 
hall have the Charge, and Cuſtody of the Goals in their reſpective 
Counties; and they are hereby Conſtituted the Keepers of them, and 
mall, and may put in, and ſubſtitute under them ſuch Keepers of the 
ſaid Goals as they ſhall ſee cauſe ; and ſhall be Reſponſible for all Damages 
that any Perſon ſhall ſuſtain by the Eſcape of any Priſoner out of ſuch 
Goal, through the Fault, or by the Connivance of ſuch Keepers ; or 
my other Perſon whatſoever. having the Charge of ſaid Goals under ſuch 
Sheriffs - As alſo for other Faults, and Negligences of ſuch Under- 
Keepers, by ſaid Sheriffs appointed in any Matters reſpecting ſaid Truſt. 


—————————— 


An Act concerning Grand-Jury-Men. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of the ſame, 
That every Town in this Colony, on the Day of their Annual Town- 
Meeting for Electing Town-Officers, ſhall Ele&, and Chooſe Two, 
or more ſober, diſcreet Perſons of their Inhabitants, to ſerve as Grand- 
Jurors for the Enſuing Lear; who ſhall be Sworn by the next Aſſiſtant, 

Juſtice of the Peace. 
; M 2 But 
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4 Froviſo. 


But in caſe any Perſon ſo Elected ſhall Refuſe to Accept, and Take the 
Oath for ſuch Officers provided, and Serve, as aforeſaid ( unleſs he render 
a ſatisfying Reaſon to the Town-Meeting, or to the Authority before 
whom he ſhall be called to Take the Oath, why he ought not to Serve, 
as aforeſaid ) he for ſuch Refuſal, ſhall incur the Penalty of Tweng; 
Six Shillings ; and another Perſon ſhall be Choſen in his Room, who 
ſhall, upon Acceptance, be Sworn, as aforeſaid : And the Names of ſuch 
| ++ ſhall by the Clerk of the Town be Returned unto the 
Clerk of the County Court within the ſame County; and the ſaid Clerk 
of the County Court ſhall, by his Writ, Summons ſuch a Number of 
the ſaid Grand- Jurors within the ſaid County, as ſhal!- be Neceſſary to 
Attend, and Serve at the ſaid County Courts. 

And if any ſuch Grand-Juror ſo, as aforeſaid Required, and 
Summoned to Serve on the Grand-Jury, ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe to 
Appear ( unleſs he ſhall give ſufficient Reaſon for his Refuſal ) he ſhall 
forteit the Sum of Twenty Shillings. | 

And all Grand-Jurors ſhall diligently Enquire after, and make due 
Preſentment of all Miſdemeanours, and Breaches of Law, whereof they 
have Cognizance ; whether the ſame were committed before ſaid Grand- 
Jurors are Choſen, and Sworn to ſaid Office, or afterwards : Which 
Preſentments they ſhall Seaſonably make to the Court, or to ſome 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; that Offenders may be Dealt 
with according to Law. 

And if any Grand-Jury-Man, after he is Sworn, ſhall Neglect to / 


make ſeaſonable Preſentment of any Breach of Law, whereof he hath Gus 
Cognizance, he ſhall pay a Fine of Ten Shillings. * 
All which Penalties ſhall be, and belong to the Town-Treaſury Ob! 
of the Town where ſuch Grand- Juror dwells. Coo 
And all Grand-Jury-Men ſhall be allowed Two Shillings per Day ſuck 
for their Time of Attendance, and Poſt-Wages for their Travel, when ther 


they ſhall be Required to give their Attendance at the ſaid County 
Court : To be paid out of the County Treaſury, 

And every Town in this Colony that ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe to make 
Choice of Grand Jurors, as aforeſaid, ſhall for every ſuch Neglect, o- 
Refuſal incur the Penalty of Five Pounds to the Treaſury of the County 
wherein ſuch Town lieth : To be Recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information 


ax to Enable Grand- Jurors more Effeftually to Detect Breac hes 
Be it further Enacted hp the Authozity afozeſaid, That the Grand. 
Jurors in each reſpective Town in this Government, ſhall Once in Three 
Months in each Tear, and oftner if Need ſo Require, Meet at uct 
Time, and Place as they ſhall appoint, to Adviſe concerning fuci 
Breaches of Law as by their Office they are to Enquire after, and Preſent: 
And ſhall have Power to call before them at ſuch Meetings, any Perſon, 
or Perſons as Witneſſes, in order to be Examined touching ſuch De- 
linquency as they are Enquiring after: And if any Perſon Refuſe t 
Appear before ſuch Grand-Jurors at ſuch Meeting, being Summoned 
thereto by Warrant from an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, (who att 
hereby directed to grant ſuch Warrant, on the Requeſt of ſuch Grand- 
Jurors ) or ſhall Refuſe to be Examined upon Oath, if thereto required, 
ſuch Witneſſes may, by ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, on Conviction of {ſuck 
Refuſal, be committed to the Common Goal; there to remain at his on 
Coſt, until he will give Evidence, as aforeſaid, 
Provided, That ſuch Evidence ſhall at no Time be conſtrued to tit 
Prejudice of tuch Witneſs, | e 
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An Act Rclating to Guardians of Minors. 


E it Enacted bp rhe Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That when, and ſo often as there ſhall be Occaſion, the Courts of Probate 
in the ſeveral Diſtricts in this Colony, ſhall be, and they are hereby 
Impowred to Allow of Guardians, who ſhall be choſen by Minors, of 
Age by Law for the chooſing of Guardians; and to Appoint Guardians 
for ſuch as ſhall be within that Age. 

And that when it ſhall ſo happen that there ſhall be any Minor, of 
Age for the chooſing a Guardian, who hath neither Father, Guardian, 
nor Maſter ; then each, and every of the Judges of the ſaid Courts 
of Probates within whoſe - Diſtrict ſuch Minor Lives, or Reſides, ſhall 
Notify ſuch Minor to Appear before him, and Ele& ſome meet Perſon 
to be his, or her Guardian; which being done, the fame may be 
Allowed, as abovelaid. 

And upon Refuſal, or Neglect to make ſuch Election, ſuch Judge 
ſhall Appoint; and the 1 qr" Judges aforeſaid, are hereby Impowred 
to Appoint 2 Guardian for ſuch Minor Neglecting, or Refuſing, as 
aforclaid. And the Power, and Authority of ſuch Guardian ſhall be 
as good, and effectual to all Intents, and Purpoſes, as if firſt Elected 
by ſuch Minor; and thereupon Allowed, as aforeſaid. 


And every Judge of Probate, on his Allowing, or Appointing any 
Guardian, as aforclaid, ſhall take ſufficient Security of all ſuch Guardians, 
for the faithful Diſcharge of their Truſt, according to Law; and to 
Oblige them to render their Account of their Guardian-ſhip to the 
Court, or Minor when ſuch Minor fhall arrive at full Age; or at 
ſuch other Time, as the ſaid Court of Probate, upon Complaint to 
them made ſhall ſee cauſe to Appoint. 


——— 


An Act for Providing, Altering, Regulating, and 
Mending High-ways. 


E ir Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Allembled, and bp the Yuthozity of the ſame, 
That Each Town in this Colony ſhall at their Annual Meeting for 
Electing Town-Officers, Yearly chooſe Two, or more of their Inhabitants 
to be Surveyors of High-ways ; to take Care of, and Overſee the 
Mending, and Repairing of all the High-ways within their Towns, 
reſpectively: Which Surveyors ſhall be Sworn to a faithful Diſcharge 
of their Office : Who are hereby Impowred to call out the ſeveral 
Perſons in ſuch Towns, from Sixteen Years of Age to Sixty Years of 
Age z as well Indian, Molatto, and Negro- Servants, or Slaves, as others; 
( Magiſtrates, Juſtices of the Peace, Goſpel-Miniſters, Ruling Elders, 
Allowed Phyſicians, School-Maſters, Conſtant Herdſmen, Shepherds, 
One Miller to each Griſt-Mill ; and ſuch-other Perſons as are Exempted 
by Law Excepted ) Two Days at leaſt in each Year, if there ſhall be 
Need, and ſo many more, as in his, or their Judgment ſhall be found 
Neceffary for the attaining the afore-mentioned End ; to be directed 
in their Work by the ſaid Surveyors : And where they ſhall ſee 
meet to Employ a Team, they may Warn the Owner thereof to bring 


| forth the ſame for that Service: And the Owner of ſuch Team ſhall be 


Alowed for his Team the Work of One Perſon, 3 
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Regulating, and Mending High-ways, 


Pe CEE 


. 


Three Days And all Perſons ſhall have Three Days Warning before the Day 25 
Varning. appointed for ſuch Imployment. 1 
And if any Perſon ſo Warned ſhall Refuſe, or Neglect to attene, Tres 
_— ang and perform the faid Service, in Manner aforeſaid, he ſhall forfeit for Hin 
— onHigh every Days Neglect, viz. For a Perſon the Sum of Two Shillings, — 
ways. and Three-pence ; and for a Man, and Team the Sum of Four Shillings, Filli 
and Six-pence. 1 

| 0 
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And the Fines ſo forfeited ſhall be delivered to ſaid Surveyors, and K 
by them be Improved to Hire others to Work in ſaid Ways. 
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And every Surveyor ſhall within Four Days after the ſeveral Day; 
appointed for ſaid Work, deliver in to ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of 
the Peace a true Preſentment of all ſuch Perſons as have been Defettive, 
with an Account of their ſeveral Defects, or Neglects : And if the 
Perſon Defective either in whole, or in part of the Work ſhall not 
within One Week after ſatisfy the Surveyor ; or give ſatisfying Reaſons 
to the ſaid Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of his not Working, ſuch Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice ſhall grant a Diſtreſs, directed to the Sheriff, his Deputy, 
or Conſtable for the Levying by Diſtreſs, and Sale of the Offenders 
Goods : The incurred Forfeitures to be delivered to the ſaid Surveyors, 
for the Uſe aforeſaid. 


And if any Surveyor negle& the Truſt committed to him, either 
in not Calling out the Inhabitants to Labour, as aforeſaid ; or in not 
Returning the Names of thoſe who ſhall be Deficient, as aforeſaid, 
he ſhall incur the ſame Penalty as thoſe he paſſed by are liable to, by 
Virtue of this Act: To be Recovered on Complaint, and Conviction 
thereof, by Diſtreſs, as aforeſaid ; which ſhall be Imployed by ſome 
other Surveyor for the Uſe aforeſaid. 


And every ſuch Surveyor ſhall render an Account of the Improvement 
of all ſuch Forfeitures as ſhall be by him received, to the Aſſiſtant, or 
Juſtice who granted out a Diſtreſs for the ſame, within Twenty Days 
after the Receiving ſuch Forfeitures : And if it appear to ſuch Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice that any ſuch Surveyor hath Negle&ed to Improve fuch 
Forfeitures according to the Direction of this Act, that then in ſuch 
Caſe ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice is hereby Authorized, and Impowred to 
grant a Diſtreſs againſt the Goods, and Chattels of ſuch Surveyor for 
Collecting ſuch Sum, or Sums as ſhall be found not to be Im- 
proved as aforeſaid ; and the ſame to be Delivered to the Treaſurer 
of the Town where ſuch Diſtreſs is made. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozſty afozeſaſd, That whenſoever 
there may be Occaſion to Clear any Water-Courſe, or Place, or Places 
where Water may Drein off from any High-way to make the ſame 
Dry, and better to paſs in, the ſaid Surveyors of High-ways, with the 
Perſons attending them, may, and they are hereby Impowred to Clear 
ſuch Water-Courſes, and Places where Water may Drein off from 
Righ-ways into, or through any Perſons Land, or Poſſeſſions, ſo far 
as may be neceſſary, ſufficiently to Drein the Water off from ſuch 
High-ways, | 


And 
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And that if any Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall Block up, or 
Lay, or cauſe to be Laid in any High-way any Stones, Tree, or 
Trees, or Timber; or ſhall by Digging, or any other Means Obſtruct, 
Hinder, or Indanger the Paſſage of Travellers in ſuch Ways; being 
thereof duly Convicted, ſhall pay the Charge of Repairing, Clearing, or 
Filing up the fame, and alſo incur the penalty of Twenty Shillings :: 
One Halt to the Town Treaſury of that Town ; and the other Half 
to the Informer who ſhall proſecute the ſame to Effect; together 
with the Charges of Proſecution. 


Provided, This Act ſhall not be conſtrued to the prejudice of ſuch 
as have obtained Liberty, or ſhall obtain Liberty from the County 
Court to ſet up Gates, or Bars in High-ways. 


Be ft further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That where a 
New High-way, or Common Road from Town to Town, or Place 
to Place ſhall be wanting; and where Old High-ways with more 
Conveniency may be Turned, or Altered, any Perfon, or Perſons may 
make Application to the County Court within the ſame County for 
that purpoſe z which Perſons moving, as aforeſaid, ſhall at leaſt Twelve 
Days before the Sitting of the Court to which he, or they ſhall make 
Application, as aforeſaid, cauſe a Citation to be ſerved on One, or 
more of the Select-Men of that Town within whoſe Bounds the fame 
is moved to be Laid out, or Altered, to Appear, (if they fee cauſe ) 
at ſaid Court, and make their Objections, (if any they have) againſt 
ſuch High-ways being Laid out, or Altered: And thereupon if fo 
Objections are offered, or if the Objections are Judged Inſufficient, 
the ſaid County Court may Appoint a Committee of Two, of Three 
ſufficient Free-holders of the next Town, who have moſt Occaſion of 
the ſaid Way, to Enquire into the Neceſlity, and Conveniency thereof, 
and to make their Report thereon ; and the ſame being by ſuch Court 
Judged to be of Common Neceſlity, or Conveniency, the ſaid Court 
ſhall Order, and Iſſue a Warrant to the Sheriff of ſaid County, or 
his Deputy to Summon a Jury out of the next Towns, to meet at 
ſome convenient Day, and Place therein mentioned, to View, and Lay 
out ſuch High-ways, or Roads; who ſhall have ar Oath Adminiſt reti 
unto them by ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, to Lay out ſuch 
High- way according to the beſt of their Skill, and Judgment; with 
molt Conveniency to the Public, and leaſt Prejudice, or Damage to 
any particular Perſon: Which being done, the ſaid Sheriff, or his 
Deputy ſhall iy max me thereof at the next County Court in that 
County where the fame Way is; as well under his own Hand, as 
under the Hand of the Jurors by whom the ſame is Laid out, to 
the End the ſame may be Allowed of, and Recorded; and after 
that Known for a Public High-way. Th | C 


That if any Perſon being Summoned, as aforeſaid, to Serve as a 
Jury-Man to Lay out ſuch High-way, or Road, ſhall Neglect to 
Attend the ſame, he ſhall cur the Penalty of Ten Sbillings to the 
Town Treaſury where ſuch Perſon dwells. mn 

Always Provided, That if my Perſon be Damnifled by the Laying 
out of ſuch Way, in his Property, or Improved Land, the Town in 


whoſe Bounds the ſame is Laid, ſhall make him Reaſonable Satisfaction, 
— to the Eſtimation, or Apprizement of thoſe that Laid out 


: 
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And if ſuch Perſon ſo Damaged, find himſelf agrieved by any Act, 
or Thing done by the Jury, either in Laying out of the ſaid Way, 
or Eſtimate of Damages, he may Apply unto the ſaid County Court 
for Relief, before any Allowance, or Determination be made by 
the Court; who are hereby Impowred to Hear, and Determine the 
ſame. 


But if no ſufficient Cauſe Appear for Complaint, he ſhall pay all 
Charges ariſing thereby, 


And the Charges of the Committee, Sheriff, and Jury aforeſaid, 
in the Service aforeſaid, ſhall be Allowed by the County Court : And 
the ſaid Court ſhall Order the Charge of that part of the High-wayz 
which ſhall Ly within the Bounds of any Town, to be paid by the ſaid 
Town in whoſe Bounds it ſhall be Laid : And upon their Neglect to make 
Payment thereof, to the Perſons to whom the ſaid Charge, or any 
part thereof ſhall be ſo Ordered, the ſaid Court ſhall fend forth a Scir: 
Facias againſt the Select-Men of ſaid Town, to ſhew Cauſe wherefore 
Execution ſhall net be Awarded againſt them; and upon their Neglect 
to ſhew ſufficient Cauſe, ſhall Award Execution againft them for the 
Charges aforeſaid ; with Additional Coſts. 


And the ſaid Court are hereby Impowred to Order the Charge of 
ſuch High-ways which happen either in whole, or part to be out 
of the Limits of any Town Bounds, to be paid out of the Colony 
Treaſury. 


And the Sheriff, or his Deputy ſhall be Allowed Three Shilling, 
and Six-pence per Diem for every Day he ſhall Attend the Jury on 
ſaid Service; and every Juror ſhall be Allowed To Shillings, and 
Four-pence per Diem for the Time he ſhall Attend ſaid Service. 


Be it further Enated by the Authozitp afozeſaid, That the Select. 
be, and are hereby Impowred, by 
themſelves, or others whom they ſhall Appoint to Lay out, or cauſe 
to be Laid out particular, and private Ways for ſuch Town only, 2 
ſhall be thought. Neceſſary; ſo as no Damage be done to any particulat 
Perſon in his Land, or Property, without due Recompence to be 
made by the Town, as the Select-Men, and the Parties Intereſted 


may Agree ; or as ſhall be Ordered by the County Court of that 
County in which ſuch Town is; upon an Inquiry into the ſame 


by a Jury, to be by Order of ſaid Court Summoned for that 
purpoſe. | 


And be it further Enacted by che Authozſty afozeſaſd, That if 
any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Ere&, or Set up any Gates, Bars, Rayls, 
or Fence upon, or croſs any High-way, Country Road, or Strect ; 
or continue any ſuch, to the Annoyance, and Incumbrance of the 


lame, (Other than ſuch as ſhall be Allowed by the County Court 


within the ſame County) it ſhall be deemed a Common Nuſance; 
and jt ſhall, and may be Lawful for any Perſon, or Perſons to pull 
-Down, and Remove the fame as ſuch, 


An AQ 


ACTS AND LAWS. 


Hozſes, and Ho2ſe-kind, 


An Act Relating to Horſes, 


E it Enacted by the Eovernour, Councfl, and Repreſentatives in 
General Lourr Iflembled, and by the Autho'iry of the lame. 
That every Perſon within this Colony having any Horſe, or Horſe-kind 
above Two Years Old, ſhall cauſe One of the Branders of tie Town 


in which ſuch Perſon lives, to Brand ſuch Horſe, or Horſ.-Kind with 1 


the Town-Brand, and Enter the Marks both Natural, and Artificial 
in his Brand-Book, or Record of Horſes; on penalty of Forfeiting the 
Sum of Forty Shillings for every ſuch Horſe, or Horſe- kind above 
Two Years Old, that any Perſon ſhall Neglect to cauſe to be Branded, 
and Recorded, as aforeſaid : One Half to the Complainer, and Proſecutor, 
and the other Half to the Town Treaſury in which ſuch Neglect 
ſhall happen. | 

That every Perſon, or Perſons that ſhall Sell, Give, or Exchange any 
Horſe, or Horſe-kind to any other Perſon, or Perſons whatſoe ver, 
ſhall within Twenty Four Hours after ſuch Sale, Gift, or Exchange 
made, cauſe to be Entred, and Recorded, by One of the Branders of 
the Town in which ſuch Perſon, or Perſons live, or are at that Time, 
in his Brand Book the ſaid Sale, Gift, or Exchange; together with 
the Age, and Colour of ſuch Horſe, or Horſe-kind, and both the 
Natural, and Artificial Marks thereof; the Names of the Parties, and 
the Price, or Conſideration received, or paid for the fame, upon 
penalty of Forfeiting Thirty Shillings for every Neglect thereof; One 
Half to the Complainer, and Proſecutor ; and the other Half to the 
Town Treaſury. 

That if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Bring in, or Take up any Horſe- 
kind of above One Year Old that is not Branded with the Brand of any 
Town in this Colony, and Recorded, as aforeſaid, the Perſon, or Perſons 
Claiming - ſuch Horſe, or Horſe-kind, before he, or they ſhall have 
Liberty to have ſuch Horſe-kind Branded, and Recorded. ( as aforeſaid ) 
ſhall make his, or their Right, or Claim thereto, appear before, and to the 
datisfaction of Two of the Select-Men of the Town in which he, or they 
do Live; and the Select-Men, if Satisfied that ſuch Horſe, or Horſe- 
kind doth belong to the Perſon, or Perſons Claiming the ſame, they ſhall 
give a Certificate to One of the Branders of their Town to Brand, and 
Record the ſame to the Perſon, or Perſons to whom it appears to them 
the ſaid Horſe, or Horſe-kind doth belong. 

And if any Perſon ſhall preſume to Mark, or Brand any Horſe, 
Mare, or Colt above One Year Old, without Liberty from the Select- 
Men, as aforeſaid, he ſhall forfeit, and pay the Sum of Four Pounds 
for every ſuch Offence : One Half to the Complainer, and Proſecutor; 
and the other Half to the. County Treaſury. K 

And whoſoever ſhall Take up any Horſe, or Horſe-kind, ( having no 
Right, or Title thereto ) and Brand the ſame contrary to Law, ſhall 
( being thereof Convicted ) Forfeit for the Firſt Offence, the Sum of Ten 

ound: One Half to the Owner, or Complainer, and Proſecutor ; and 
the other Half to the Public Treaſury of the Colony. 

And for the Second Offence of the ſame Nature Twenty Pounds : 
To be Diſpoſed of, as aforeſaid. 

And for the Third ' Offence, ſhall be committed to the Common 
ara of the County, there to remain, and be kept to hard Labour 
or the ſpace of One whole Tear; and be Whipt Twenty Stripes on 
he Naked Body once a Quarter; or pay a Fine of Thirty Pounds in 
Lieu theo | | 
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Such part of ſaid Fine as the Court ſhall Judge Meet, to be by 
them Ordered to the Uſe of the Party Injured ; the Remainder to 
the Public Treaſury of the Colony. 


And be it further Enacted bp the Authozitp afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon, or Perſons ſhall by him, or themſelves ; or by ſome other 
Perſon, or Perſons Convey, or Tranſport any Horſe, or Horſes out of 
this Colony ; or Ship any Horſe, or Horſes on Board any Ship, or 
Veſſel to be Tranſported beyond Sea; the ſaid Horſe, or Horſes fo 
Shipped, or Conveyed not being firſt Entred in the Toll, or Brand- 
Book, according to Law to him, or them that ſhall ſo Convey, 
Tranſport, or Ship the ſame, every Perſon ſo Offending fhall Forfeit 
all, and every ſuch Horſe, and Horſes ſo Conveyed, Tranſported, or 
Shipped for Tranſportation, or the full Value thereof : One Half to 
the Complainer, and Proſecutor ; and the other Half to the Public 
Treaſury of this Colony ; and alſo pay a Fine of Twenty Pounds to 
the Public Treaſury of the Colony for each Horſe ſo Conveyed, or 
Shipped for Tranſportation. | 


— — 


An Act for Relieving, and Ordering of Idiots, 
Impotent, Diſtracted, and Idle Perſons. 


BE it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, in 
General Court Wembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame 
That when, and ſo often as it ſhall happen that any Perſon, or 
Perſons ſhall be Naturally Wanting of Underſtanding, ſo as to be 
Uncapable to Provide for themſelves ; or by the Providence of God 
ſhall fall into Diſtraction, and become Non Compos Mentis; or ſhall 
by Age, Sickneſs, or otherwiſe become Poor, and Impotent, and 
Unable to Support, or Provide for themſelves ; and having no Eſtate 
wherewithal they may be Supported, and Maintained, then they, and 
every of them ſhall be Provided for, taken Care of, and Supported 
by ſuch of their Relations as ſtand in the Line, or Degree of Father, 
or Mother, Grand-Father, or Grand-Mother, Children, or Grand- 
Children, if they are of ſufficient Ability to do the ſame 2 Which 
ſufficient Relations ſhall provide ſuch Support, and Maintenance, in 
ſuch Manner, and Proportien as the County Court in that County 
where ſuch Idiot, Diſtracted, Poor, or Impotent Perſon dwells, ſhall 
Judge Juſt, and Reaſonable ; whether ſuch ſufficient Relations dwell 
in the ſame, or in any other County. 


And the ſaid Courts are hereby fully Authorized, and Impowred, 
upon Application to them made, either by the Select-Men of the 
Town, or any One, or more of - ſuch Relations, to Order the ſame 
accordingly. 


And if any ſuch Relations who ſhall by ſuch Court be Aſſeſſed, 
or Ordered to Pay, and Contribute any certain Sum, or Sums for the 
2 aforeſaid, ſhall Neglect to do the ſame, or give ſufficient 

urity to Abide by, and Fulfil the Judgment of the Court, the ſaid 
Court may Award Execution Quarterly againſt ſuch Perſons reſpeCtively» 
for the Levying of ſo much as they are reſpectively Aſſeſſed : To be 
delivered into the Hands of the Complainant, or ComplainanG 
reſpectively, for the purpoſe aforeſaid. 


But 
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But if ſuch Idiots, Diſtracted, or Impotent Perſons have any Eſtate, 
the County Court of that County where they dwell may Order, and 
Diſpoſe thereof in ſuch Manner as they ſhall Judge beſt for, and 
towards the Support of ſuch Perſons; as alſo the Perſons themſelves, 
to any proper Work, or Service he, ſhe, or they may be capable to 
be Imployed in, at the Diſcretion of the Sele&-men ; or may appoint, 
and impower ſome meet Perſon a Conſervator to take Care of, and 
Overſee ſuch Idiots, Diſtracted, and Impotent Perſons, and their Eſtates 
for their Support; who ſhall be Accountable to faid Court for their 
Management of ſaid Truſt, when thereunto Ordered by ſaid Court. 


And if the Eſtate of ſuch Idiot, Diſtracted, or Impotent Perſon 


- conſiſts of Houſes, and Lands, the General Court (upon Application 


to them made, ) may Licenſe, and Authorize the Select-Men of the 
lame Town, or ſome other meet Perſon to make Sale of ſuch Houſes, 
and Lands, or ſo much thereof as the Court ſhall think fit to Order : 
The produce thereof upon Sale to be Secured, Improved, and Imployed 
to, and for the Uſe, Relief, and Benefit of ſuch Impotent Perſon, 
(as the Court ſhall Direct) as long as ſuch Perſon ſhall Live; or 
until he, or ſhe be Reſtored to be of found Mind: And the Overplus, 
( -- any be) to, and for the Ulſe of the next, and right Heirs of ſuch 
erſon. 

But if ſuch Idiots, Diſtracted, Poor, and Impotent Perſons have not 
Eſtate ( the Incomes whereof being Improved, or Diſpoſed of, as afore- 
ſaid, ) ſufficient for their Support, and no Relations appear to Provide 
for them, or that ſtand in ſo near a Degree that they may be Com- 
pelled thereto, in every ſuch caſe the Sele&-Men, or Overſeers of the 
Poor of the Town, or Peculiar where ſuch Perſon was Born, or is by 
Law an Inhabitant, be, and hereby are Impowred, and Required to 
take Effectual Care, and make Neceſſary Proviſion for. the Relief, 
* and Safety of ſuch Idiot, Diſtracted, Poor, or Impotent Perſon 
at the Charge of the Town, or Place whereto he, or ſhe of Right 
belongs; or if they belong to no Town, or Place in this Colony, 
then at the Coſt, and Charge of the Colony. | 


And be jr further Enacted bp the Autho2ity afozeſaſd, That the 
Select- Men for the Time being, in the ſeveral Towns in this Colony, 
mall from Time to Time, diligently Inſpect into the Affairs, and 
Management of all Perſons in their Town, whether Houſholders, or 
others 3 and if they ſhall find any Perſon, or Perſons that are Reduced, 
or are likely to be Reduced to Want, by Idleneſs, Miſmanagement, 
or bad Huſbandry, that then ſuch Select- Men may appoint an Over- 
ſeer to Adviſe, Direct, and Order ſuch Perſons in the Management of 
his Buſineſs, for ſuch' Time, or Times as they ſhall think 2 : 
A Certificate of which Appointment the Select-Men ſhall forthwith 
ſet upon. the Sign-poſt, and lodge a Copy thereof in the T own-Clerks 
Office of ſaid Town; and thereupon no ſuch Perſon while under ſuch 
Appointment, ſhall be able to make any Bargain, or Contract without 
the Conſent” of ſuch Overſeer that ſhall be Binding, or Valid in Law. 


And if ſuch Meaſures do not prove ſufficient to Reform ſuch Perſon, 
then the Select-Men, or without firſt Appointing ſuch Overſeer ; if 


they] udge it neceſſary, or more proper, may, and they are hereby 


Directed to make Application to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the 

Peace, and Inform him thereof: Which Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice is hereb 

Directed, and Impowred, at the Requeſt of the Select · Men, to Iſſue _ 
N 2 
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gently into 
the Aﬀiirs of 
all Perſons in 
their Towns, 
& finding any 
by Id leneſs, &c 
likely to 
come to wang 
and to appoint 


Oveiſeeis Se 


If they are not 
reformed, the 
Select men 
to, e: 


ACTS AND LAWS, 


92 Jdiots, Diſtracted, Impotent, and Idle Perſons. 


Idle perſons 
to be by War. 
rant bro't be 
tore the Au 
thority, & c. 


delect men to 
take care both 
of the ber ſon 
and Family of 
the Poor, and 

Idle, and Bind 
them out, & 


Select men to 
take into their 
Hands the 
Lands, Ce. 


4 [roviſo, 


Select wn to 
ſer up on the 
Sign poſt a 
Certificate of 
their pro- 
ccedings in 
taking the 
Fate of Pour 
&ldleperſcns, 


Select men to 
Demand, and 
Recover the 

Eſtates of Idle 


pet ſons, Sc. 


Select men to 
pay out, &c. 


Perſons agrie 
ved with the 
doings of the 
Select men to 
apply to the 
County Courr 
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his Warrant to the Sheriff, his Deputy, or to either of the Conſtables of 
that Town, Commanding them to Take the Body of ſuch Perſon, and 
bring him before the ſaid Authority, in order that ſuch Perſon may be 
Examined concerning his Idleneſs, Miſmanagement, and bad Huſbandry, 
and to be Dealt with according to this Act. 

And in caſe ſuch Perſon who ſhall be ſo Informed againſt, ſhall 
Abſcond ſo that he cannot be Taken Bodily, then the Officer ſhall 
Serve ſuch Warrant by leaving a True, and Atteſted Copy thereof at 
the uſual, or laſt place of his Abode ; and thereupon, after the 
proceedings above Directed to, the Select-Men, or the Major part of 
them, if no ſufficient Reaſon be offered to the contrary, ſhall, by, and 
with the Advice of ſaid Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, and they having ſuch 
Advice, are hereby Authorized, and fully Impowred to take ſuch 
Perſon, and his Family, if any he hath, into, and under their Care 
and ſuch Perſon, and Family to Aſſign, Bind, and Diſpoſe of in Service, 
as they ſhall Judge beſt. 

Ard when the Select-Men ſhall have thus taken into their Care any ſuch 
Perſon, and Diſpoſed of him, as aforeſaid ; or in cafe of his Abſconding, 
as aforeſaid, if Informed, and Proceeded againſt, as aforeſaid ; the 
Select-Men for the Time being are hereby Authorized, and fully 
Impowred, by, and with the Advice of the ſaid Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, 
to take into their Hands, and Cuſtody all the Lands, Goods, Chattels, 
and Credits of any ſuch Perſon, and the ſame to Diſpoſe of, Improve, 
and Manage by themſelves, or any under them for the beſt Good, 
and Advantage of ſuch Perſon, or his Heirs. 

Always Provided, That no Select-Men ſhall have Liberty to Sell the 
Lands. of any ſuch Poor, or Idle Perſon, without the Order of the 
General Aſſembly. 

And the Select-Men ſhall make Evident, and Certain their Doings 
with, and on ſuch Eſtate as they ſhall Take, as aforeſaid, by torthwith 
ſetting up a Certification thereof in Writing, under the Hands of the 
ſaid Authority, and Sele&-Men on the Sign-poſt, or ſome other public 
Place in ſaid Town; and lodge a Copy thereof in the Town Clerks 
Office of ſaid Town; and ſhall alſo within Ten Days after the Taking 
of ſuch Eſtate into their Hands, make a true, and perfe& Inventory 
of all, and ſingular the Goods, Chattels, and Credits of ſuch Perſon 
as ſhall come into their Hands, with a Juſt Eſtimate of the true 
Value of every Article thereof, by the Apprizement of Two indifferent 
Free-holders under Oath, being thereunts Appointed, and Sworn by 
ſaid Authority : Which Inventory ſo taken ſhall be lodged in the 
Town Clerks Office of that Town. 

And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Detain, or With-hold from 
ſuch Select-Men any Eſtate, Lands, or Credits belonging to ſuch Idle, 
and Poor Perſon, the ſaid Select- Men are hereby Impowred to Demand, 
and Recover the ſame by Action, or by other Means, from Time to 
Time : Which being Recovered, and Received by ſuch Select-Men, 
ſhall, if Perſonal Eſtate be Inventoried, as aforeſaid ; and the Whole 
to be Improved, as aforeſaid. 

And the ſaid Select-Men ſhall take care to pay out of ſuch Eſtate 
in their Hands, the juſt Debts due from ſuch Perſons. 

And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall be agrieved with the Doings 
of any Select-Men in any ſuch caſe, they may Apply themſelves, and 
Complain to the next County Court in that County for Relief; who 
are hereby Impowred to afford ſuch Relief, on hearing the Caſe, 28 
they ſhall think convenient; and give Orders therefor, and put the 
ſame in Execution accordingly. -  '* 7 4 
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And all ſuch Perſons who ſhall be Taken, and whoſe Eſtate ſhall 
be Taken, and Diſpoſed of according to this Act, ſhall be Diſabled 
to make any Contract, Act, or Deed that ſhall be Binding upon their 
Perſons, or Eftate, as Minors under Guardians by Law are ; until ſuch 
Time as ſuch Perſons by their Induſtry, good Management, and Ap- 
plication to Buſineſs ſhall obtain under the Hands of ſuch Authority, 
and Select-Men that they are Releafed, and their Eſtate put into their 
own Hands, and Improvement again. 


And all Bargains, Sales, and Contracts made, or pretended to be 


made contrary to this Act, ſhall be, and they are hereby declared to 
be Null, and Void. 


An Act for the 


" W_« I — * 


— 
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preventing of Wrong by 
Impreſſes. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Countil, and Kepreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled. and by the Kurhozicp of rhe ſame, 
That no Perſon ſhall be compelled to do any Work, or Service for 
the Public, unleſs. it be by Warrant from Authority, and he have 
Reaſonable Allowance therefor : Nor ſhall any Mans Horſe, Cattel, 
or Goods of what Kind ſoever be Impreſſed, or Taken for any Public 
Uſe, or Service, unleſs it be by Virtue of ſuch Warrant, nor without 
ſuch Reaſonable Satisfaction And if ſuch Horſe, Cattel, or Goods 
Periſh, or ſuffer Damage in ſuch Service, the Owner ſhall be duly 
Recompenced. 


1 — FFI 
—— 


An Act to Enable the Governour to lay an 


Embargo, and for the rendring the lame when 
laid Effectual. 


HERE 4S the Exportation of Wheat, and other ſorts of 

Grain, and Proviſions out of this Colony in Times of Scarcity, 
and in Times of War, may Reduce many of our Inhabitants to great 
Streights, and cauſe them to {fer by Famine ;, and may alſo prove 
very Hurtful to the Public Intereſt, by Exhauſting the Colony of ſuch 
Proviſions as may be wanted for tbe Support of the War. 


Which to Prevent : 


Br it Enacted by the Governour Council and Repreſentatives, in 
Ernexai Court Affembled, and by tue Yurhoziry of the ſame, 
That the Governour of this Colony for the Time being, by, and 
with the Advice of the Council, is hereby fully Impowred, and 
Defired, from Time to Time, as there ſhall be Occaſion, to iſſue out, 
and ſend forth his Proclamation, thereby to Prohibit, and Forbid the 
Tranſporting, or Shipping on Board for ' Tranſportation out of this 
Colony, Wheat, or ex wok of Grain, or Proviſions or ſuch of them 


as ſhall be judged Neceſſary for the Time ſet, and limited in, and by 


Always Provided, 


Such Perſons 


not to make 


Contracts &c 


SuchCoantratts 
Voids 
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A Previſo, 


Provided alſo, 


The Gover- 
 nor*s Procla- 
mation being 
publiſhed, re- 
lating to, Cc. 
all Maſters of 
Veſſels to con- 
form thereto, 


Penalty en all 
ſuch as Re vſe 


A further 
Penalty. 


Forfeiture 
how apply*d. 
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Always Provided, That ſuch Proclamation ſhall not Extend to hinder 
any ſuch Proviſions from being put on Board any of His Majefty's 
Ships of War; or other Ships, or Veſſels in His Majeſty's Service; 
or any Privateers, or Merchant Ships, or Veſſels belonging to His 
Majeſty's Subjects for their Neceſſary Stores: Bills of which Stores 
always to be Allowed by ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace : 
In which Allowance Regard is to be had to the Number of Men, 
and Length of the Voyage intended. 


Provided alſo, That ſuch Proclamation, or Prohibition be not Ex- 
tended beyond, and do not continue in Force after. the Expiration of 
Twenty Days next after the Beginning of the next General Aſſembly that 
ſhall happen after the Date of ſuch Proclamation. le 


And that ſuch Proclamation may be rendred the more Effectual, and 
the good End thereof be better Anſwered. 


Be it further Enacted bp the Authozity afo:eſaid, That upon the 
publiſhing any ſuch Proclamation, all Maſters of Ships, or other Veſſels, 
in any Rivers, Ports, Harbours, Roads, or Creeks in this Colony, 
King's Ships Excepted, ſhall forthwith Land all ſuch Grain, and other 
Proviſions as they then have on Board for Tranſportation contrary to 
ſuch Proclamation : Or give a true Invoice, and Account thereof to 
ſome Naval Officer, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace ; and alſo become 
Bound with Two ſufficient Sureties to the Treaſurer of this Colony, 
in a Penal Sum of Five Times the Value of the Grain, and other 
Proviſions they have on Board, as aforeſaid, with a Condition to ſaid 
Bond, importing, That if the ſaid Grain, and Proviſions ſhall be Landed 
in ſome place in this Colony, for the Uſe of the Inhabitants thereof, 
then the ſaid Bond to be Void ; but on Failure thereof, to be, and 
remain in full Force, 

/ 


And if the : Maſter of any Ship, or other Veſſel ſhall Refuſe, ot 
Neglect to Conform himſelf to this Act, it ſhall be Lawful for any 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; and they are hereby Ordered in 
ſuch Caſe, Ex Officio, or on Complaint, or Information to iſſue forth a 
Warrant to the Conſtable, or Water-Bailiff, Commanding him to Seiſe, 
Unbend, and Land the Sails of ſuch Ship, or Veſſel, and them in fafe 
Cuſtody to Keep, until the Maſter Conform to the Order aforeſaid ; 
and alſo pay all Cofts occaſioned by ſuch Refuſal, or Neglect 1 The 
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Jaid Coſt to be Allowed by ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice. 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaſd, That if after the 
publiſhing of ſuch Proclamation, any Grain, or other Proviſions ſhall 
be Received, or Taken on Board any Ship, or other Veſſel contrary 
to the prohibition in ſuch Proclamation contained, and without- the 
Maſter ſhall give Bond, as aforeſaid, for the Landing the ſame in this 
Colony, for the Uſe of the Inhabitants thereof, ſuch Grain, and Pro- 
viſions ſhall be Forfeited One Half to the Informer that ſhall 


Proſecute his Information to Effect; and the other Half to the public 


Treaſury of this Colony. 


But in caſe: the Information thereof be made by the King's Officer, 
or the ſame be taken Notice of by an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the 
Peace, and Seiſure, and Condemnation be. thereon had, then the Whole 
of the Forfeiture, aforeſaid, ſhall be to the ſaid public Treaſury. 
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And when any Pcrſon ſhall Inform any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the 
Peace that Grain, or other Proviſions are Shipped on Board any Veſſel 
contrary to ſuch Prohibition, and give ſufficient Bond to ſuch Authority 
to proſecute his Complaint, or Information to Effect, and anſwer all Afliftants,and 
Damages in caſe he make not his Plea good: Or when any Conſtable, Juſtices 
or Grand-Juror, (who are hereby Ordered, and Directed to Enquire u 09 | 
after, and make Preſentment of the Breach ef this Act) ſhall make dd made ben 
Preſentment, or Complaint that Wheat, Grain, or other Proviſions Gain is 
are Shipped contrary to this Act: Or when any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice Shipped on 
of the Peace ſhall have other Notice thereof, the ſaid Aſſiſtant, or — _ "5 
Juſtice in every of the Caſes aforeſaid, ſhall iſſue forth his Warrant * — 10 
to the Conſtable, or Water-Bailiff, to Search ſuch Ship, or Veſſel for this Act. 
ſuch Grain, and other Proviſions; and upon finding the ſame to Seile, 
Land, and Secure the ſame for Trial. 


And if it be Seiſed, and Secured, as aforeſaid, on the Complaint, 
or Information of any Informer, or Proſecutor, as aforeſaid, ſuch The Informa 
Informer ſhall forthwith Libel, or Inform againſt ſuch Grain, cr te Libel, & 
Proviſions ſo Seiſed, to the Judge of the County Court of that County 
where the Seiſure is made. 

And in caſe the Seiſure is made on the Preſentment aforeſaid, or 
by the Authorities Warrant acting Ex Offcio, as aforeſaid, the Officer The Autbo- 
ſaall ſpeedily make Return of his Doings therein unto the — 2 
granting ſuch Warrant; which Authority ſhall ſpeedily Certify ſuch |, ih King's 
Proceſs to the King's Attorney of that County: Who ſhall as ſoon Attorney. 
as may be Libel, or Inform againſt ſuch Grain, and other . Proviſions 
ſo Seiſed, to the Judge of the County Court of the ſame County. 


In every of which Caſes, the Judge before whom the Libel is made, 
ſhall ſpeedily call a Special County Court, in ſome Place in the County A Special 
to Hear, Try, and Determine the ſaid Cauſe : At which Court all Covi to be 
Parties Concerned, ( as far as they are Known ) ſhall be Cited to — 
Appear : And ſuch Court is Inpowred, and Directed to Hear, 
Conſider, and Determine ſaid Cauſe ; and proceed to Execution thereon : 
From which Judgment there ſhall be no Appeal, or Review granted. 


And if the Proceſs be at the Suit of any Common Informer, Judgment The forfel- 
ſhall be Rendred accordingly : But if at the Suit of the King, and ture Se. 
Proſecuted by the King's Attorney, as aforeſaid, the Forfeiture ſhall f 
be to the Colony Treaſury, as aforeſaid. 

And the ſaid Court ſhall grant unto the King's Attorney a Reaſonable Th-xingsAt- 
Allowance for his Service in fuch Caſe : To be paid out of the tone: to be 
Colony Treaſury ; and give Order therefor accordingly. 9 
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An Act for well Ordering, and Governing the 
Indians in this Colony ; and Securing their 
Intereſts, and Lands therein. 


HERE AS the bringing the Indians in this Zand to the 
| Knowlege, and Obedience of the Only True God, and Saviow op, gy. 
of Mankind, and the Chriſtian Faith, as well as to @ Civil, and 
eaceable Behaviour, was one great End Profeſſed by the Firf# Settlers 
of this Colony in Obtaining the Royal Charter: Which Profeſſion ibis 
Court bring always Defirous in the beſt Manner 10 Purſue. 
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Therefore, 


Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives. in 
The Avthori- General Court Aſſembled, and by rhe Authozity of che lame, 
ty & Select That the Authority, and Select-Men of Each Town wherein there are 
men, Annual- any Indians Living, or Reſiding, ſhall take Care, and they are hereby 
1 Directed to endeavour to Aſſemble, and Convene ſuch Indians, Annually, 
— mem and Acquaint them with the Laws of the Government made for 
w th laws puniſhing ſuch Immoralities as they may be guilty of; and make 
of the Go- them ſenſible that they are not Exempted from the Penalties of ſuch 


veroment, &e Laws any more than His Majeſty's other Subjects in the Colony are. 


And for as much as Drunkenneſs, and Idleneſs may be looked upon a; 
a great Means of holding them in Ignorance of, and Prejudices againi. 
the Truths of Religion, 
Therefore, 


Be ſt further Enacted by the Authozitp akozeſald. That no Perſon, 
or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall directly, or indirectly Sell, Truck, Barter, 
Give, or Deliver to any Indian any Strong Beer, Ale, Cyder, Perry, 
— for Wine, Rhum, Brandy, or other 71 or Spiritous Liquors by what 
* oo Namc, or Names ſo ever called, or known, on pain of Forfeiting the 
Indians. Sum of Ten Shillings for every Pint, and proportionable for any 
greater, or leſſer Quantity ſo Sold, Trucked, Bartered, Given, or 
Delivered to any Indian, directly, or indirectly, as aforeſaid, upon 
Conviction thereof before any Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace 
proper to Try the ſame : One Half of which Penalties ſhall be to 
him, or them, whether Exgliſb, or Indian who ſhall Inform, and 
Proſecute to Effect; and the other Half where the Caſe is Tried before 
a Single Miniſter of Juſtice, to the Town Treaſury ; but when Tried 
before the County Court, then to the County Treaſury of that County 
wherein ſuch Perſon ſhall be Convicted. s 


Grand jury And all Grand-Jury-Men ſhall take diligent Care to make Enquiry 


— en after, and Preſent all Breaches of this Act. 


Teſtimeny of And the Teſtimony of One Witneſs, with other ſtrong Circumſtances, 

one Witneſs or the Accuſation of an Indian, ( unleſs the Perion Accuſed will 

[ufficieat,&e. Acquit himſelf upon Oath ) ſhall be accepted as Evidence ſufficient 
to Convict a Perſon of the Breach of this AR. 


Provided Nevertheleſs, That nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued 
4 Proviſo, to Hinder, or Reſtrain any Act of Charity for Relieving any Indian 
in any cafe of Sickneſs, or Neceſſity. 


And every Indian Convited of Drunkenneſs in this Colony, ſhal! 
— for forfeit, and pay the Sum of Five Sbillings; or elſe be Openly Whipped 
vice e on the Naked Body; not Exceeding Ten Stripes for One Offence, 3 
Druukenneſs, the Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice before whom ſuch Conviction is, ſhall in his 


Diſcretion Determine, [5913 E. 


my And if any Indian, or Indians ſhall Labour, or Play on the Sabbath, 
Playing, or or Lord's-Day within the Limits of any Town in this Colony, and be 


Working on thereof duly Convicted, every ſuch Indian ſhall Forfeit the Sum of 


th-LordsDay. Three Shillings ; or elſe ſet in the Stocks One Hour, at the Diſcretion 
of the Authority before whom the Conviction is made. 45 
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And be it further Enac*d by the Aurhoz:ty afozeſai®, That if any 
Indian, or Indians within this Colony, ſhall Wilfully, and Violently 
Fall upon any other Indian, or Indians, ( Except it be ſuch as they 
are at Open War with ) and Murther him, or them, and be thereof 
Legally Convicted, every ſuch Murtherer ſhall be put to Death, 

And if the Indians ſhall not do Juſt Execution upon ſuch Murtherer 
or Murtherers ſpeedily, the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace ſhall 
forthwith cauſe him, or them to be Apprehended, and Committed 
to the Common Goal without Bail, or Mainprize; there to Remain 
for a Trial at the next Superiour Court : Who are hereby Impowred 
to Hear, and Determine the Caſe according to the Laws of this Colony. 


And whereas many of the Indians in this Government put out their 
Children to the Engliſh, 4% be Brought up by them ; ana many Times 
the Perſons having ſuch Children, Neglect to Teach, and Inftrut# them 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, 


Therefore, 


Bey it further Enaned by rhe Authozity afozeſaſd, That every 
Perſon in this Colony that hath Taken, or ſhall hereafter Take any 
Indian Children of this, or the Neighbouring Governments into the 
Care of their Families, are hereby Ordered to uſe their utmoſt En- 
deavours to Teach them to Read Englip ; and alſo to Inſtruct them 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, by Catechiſing them, together 
with other proper Methods. 

And the Sclect-Men, and Grand-Jurors in the reſpective Towns ſhall 
make diligent Enquiry whether the Indian Children that are, or may 
be put out, as aforeſaid, are by their Maſters, or Miſtreſſes that have 
the Care of them Inſtructed, and Taught, as aboveſa d. 

And it upon Enquiry, ſaid Officers ſhall find that any ſuch Maſter, or 
Miſtreſs hath Neglected their Duty herein, after due Warning given, 
fuch Officers, or any Two of them ſhall Inform the next Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice of the Peace thereof ; who thereupon ſhall Summon ſuch 
Maſter, or Miſtreſs ſo Informed againſt, to 1 before him to 
Anſwer thereto : And if upon Examination it ſhall appear, that ſuch 
Maſter, or Miſtreſs hath Neglected to Teach, and Inſtruct any ſuch 
Indian Child, or Children put to them, as aforeſaid, they ſhall be 
Fined, at the Diſcretion of ſaid Authority z not Exceeding the Sum 
of Thirty Shillings : To be to the Uſe ot the Schoel in the Town, 
or Socicty where the Offender Lives; and for every Three Months 
Neglect after that, ſhall ſuffer the ſame Penalty, as often as they ſhall 
be Convicted thereof: For the Uſe aforeſaid. 


And to prevent Fraud in getting Indians, or their Children Bound out 
n Service to the Engliſh. 


J' is further Enacted hy rhe Aut hoꝛſty afo2eſaid, That no Indenture 
made by any Indian, ſhall be accounted good in the Law, Except 
it be Acknowleged before Authority, 


Ve it further Enaced by the Authozſty afo2eſaſd, That no Perſon 
ſhall be Allowed, or Admitted to Proſecute, or Recover before any 
Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace any Action of Debt, or 
Detinue, or of the Caſe for any Goods Sold, Lent, or Truſted out to 


any Indian, or Indians whatſoever. 
" Wm And 
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And every Gun Lent, as aforeſaid, to any Indian, or Indians ſhal! 
be Forfeited : One Half to him that ſhall Inform, and Proſecute to 
Effect; and the other Half to the County Treaſury where ſuch 
Proſecution ſhall be. | 

Provided, Nothing in this Act ſhall be underſtood to Debar any 
Perſon from the benefit of the Law for the Recovery of any Rent 
due to him from any Indian, or Indians for Land by him, or them 
Hired, or Improved. 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſald, That no Perſon, 
or Perſons in this Colony, whether Inhabitants, or other ſhall Buy, Hire, 
or Receive a Gift, or Mortgage of any parcel of Land, or Lands of any 
Indian, or Indians for the future ; Except he, or they do Buy, or Receive 
the ſame for the Uſe of the Colony; or for ſome Plantation, or Village, 
or with the Allowance of the Gencral Court of this Colony. 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Purchaſe, or Receive Land of any 
Indian, or Indians contrary to the Intent of this Act, the Perſon, or 
Perſons ſo Offending ſhall Forfeit to the public Treaſury of this Colony 
the Treble Value of the Lands ſo Purchaſed, or Received : And no 
Intereſt, or Eſtate in any Lands in this Colony ſhall accrew to any 
ſuch Perſon, or Perſons by Force, or Virtue of ſuch Illegal Bargain, 
Purchaſe, or Receipt. 


= LES above Paragraph on the Reviſal of the Laws, was Enafted 
in October, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Two; to be in Ford 
from the Fir# Day of December then next following, | 


And on Conſideration of the Indians being Ignorant of the Englih 
Laws, and Cuſtoms about Lands. 


It is further Enacted by the Nuthozity afozeſaid, That when, and 
ſo often as any Suit ſhall be brought by any Indian, or Indians for 
the Recovery of any Lands Reſerved by the Indians for themſelves, 
or Sequeſtred. for the Uſe, and Benefit of the Indians by Order of 
this Aſſembly ; or by any Town, agreeable to the Laws of this Colony, 
that the Defendant, or Tenant ſhall not be Admitted to plead in his 
Defence his Poſſeſſion, or any way take Benefit of the Law, Entituled, 
An, Ad, for the Quieting Mens Eſtates, and Avoiding of Suite, Made 
May the Eighth, One Thouſand Six Hundred, and Eighty Four. 


And to prevent Damage that may come to Indians in their Corn. 
Fields, by Creatures belonging to the Engliſh. 


Be it further, Enaced bp rhe Authozſty afozeſaſd, That in cach 


Town in this' Colony where any Indians have Fenced Fields, there 
ſhall be Fence-Viewers, and Apprizers by ſuch Town Choſen, and 
Appointed, who ſhall be Sworn to View ſuch Indians Fence, and to 
Apprize ſuch Damage as may, or ſhall be done in their Corn-Fields 
by any Engliþ Mans Cattel, Horſes, or Swine : And the Judgment, 
or Apprizement of ſuch Viewers, and Apprizers ſhall be Obſerved, 
and duly Performed, and Anſwered by the Owners of ſuch Cattel, 
Horſes, and Swine to the Indian, or Indians damnified. 

And the Indians having ſuch Fields, are hereby Allowed to make 
Pounds within their ſaid Fields, to Impound, and Secure Horſes, Cattel, 
and Swine Treſpaſſing upon them. | | 


- 
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And the Indian, or Indians Impounding any Cattel, Horſes, or Swine 
ſhall forthwith give Notice thereof to the Selett-Men of that Town 
wherein ſuch Field is, and to the Select-Men of the Two next adjacent 
Towns ; unleſs the Owner is known : In which caſe Notice ſhall be 
given to the Owner, and if the Owner doth not Redeem his Creatures 
ſo Impounded by paying the Damage ſuſtained within Twenty Four 
Hours after Notice to them given of the ſame : Or if no Owner appear 
within Three Days after Notice given to the Select-Men, as aforeſaid , 
then in each of thoſe Caſes the Sele&t-Men of that Town wherein ſuch 
Field is, ſhall make Sale of ſuch Creatures, or ſo many of them as ſhall 


Anſwer the Damages done by ſuch Creatures, and pay ſaid Damage 
therewith, | 


— — 


>. —— 


An Act for the Ad miſſion of Inhabitants in Towns 3 
and for the preventing of Charge on Account of 
ſuch as are not Admutted therein, 


Wn oy E RE AS ſeveral Perſons of Ungoverned Converſation thruſt 

themſelves into the Towns in this Colony, and by ſome under-hand 
Way, as upon pretence of being Hired Servants ; or of Hiring Lands, 
or Houſes ;, or by Purchaſing the ſame, Endeavour to become Inhabitants 
in ſuch Towns. 

And whereas Perſons are ſometimes Entertained, and /et to Work by 
thoſe who Live in the Skirts, and Obſcure Places of ſaid Towns, out 
of the View, and Obſervation of the Officers of the Town, whereby 
much Inconvenience doth ariſe , ſuch Perſons often provi g Vicious, and 
Chargeable, and Burthenſome to the Places where they come, 


Which to Prevent : 


Be iz Enacted by the Governour Council and Repreſentatives, in 
Genera Courr Allembled, and by rhe Aurhozity ok the ſame, 
That no Perſon ſhall be Received, or Admitted an Inhabitant in any 
Town in this Colony, but ſuch as are Known to be of an Honeſt 
Converſation, and ſhall be Accepted by the Major Part of the Town 
or by the Authority in, and Select-Men of the Town. 


That no Stranger, or Tranſient Perſon ſhall be Allowed to Reſide, 
and make his, or her Abode in any Town in this Colony, ( Apprentices 
under Age, and Servants Bought for Time excepted ) upon pretence 
of Hiring, or being Hired, or of Tenantſhip, or Inmates, without 
the Approbation of the Authority in, and the Sele&t-Men of ſuch Town. 


And the more Effeually to prevent Perſons from making their Abode 
in any Town contrary to this At. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon, or Perſons ſhall contrary to the Intent of this Act, Entertain, 
or Hire any Stranger, or Tranſient Perſon ; or Let any Houſe, or 
Land to ſuch Stranger, or Tranſient Perſon ; Except he, or they 
ſhall - firſt give Security to the Acceptance of the ſaid Authority, and 
Sele&-Men, that ſuch Town fhall not be Burthened, and Charged by 
him, or them, (which Security ſuch Authority, and Select-Men may 
take, or refuſe at their Diſcretion ) = or they ſo Eatertaining, or Hiring, 
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Strangers,or 
Tranfient per- 
ſons having 
been by the 
Select men 
wained out of 
any Town, a- 
bide in it ,to 
forfeit 10 5s 
per Week, 


If unable to 
pa), to be 
Whipt. 


One Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice to 
Hear, Cc. 


A Proviſo, 


Perſons En- 
tertaing tian- 
ſient perſons 
4 days, they 
in that time 
be taken ſick, 
how Relieved 


Penalty of 
10 l. for per- 
ſons under co- 
Jour to pre- 
tend to fell 
Land to 
Strangers. 


um 


or Letting any Houſe, or Land to ſuch Stranger, or Tranſient Perſon, 
ſhall forfeit, and pay to the Treaſurer of the Town whereto he, or 
they belong, the Sum of Ten Shillings per Week for every Week he, 
or they ſhall Harbour, Entertain, Hire, or Let ſuch Eſtate to ſuch 
Perſon. 


And if any ſuch Stranger, or Tranſient Perſon, ſhall contrary to 
the Intent of this Act, make his, or her Abode within any Town in 
this Colony, every ſuch Perſon ſhall forfeit, and pay to ſuch Treaſurer 
Pen Shillings per Week for every Week that he, or ſhe ſhall continue 
in ſuch Town after Warning given to him, or her by Order of the 
Select-Men of ſaid Town; or upon their Requeſt, by Warrant from 
Authority to Depart ſuch Town, (which Warning the ſaid Sele&-Men 
are Impowred to Order, or Give: And the ſaid Authority, on Requeſt, 
as aforeſaid, is Impowred to iſſue a Warrant to the Conſtable, to 
Warn ſuch Perſons to Depart, as aforeſaid. ) 


And when it ſhall ſo happen that any ſuch Stranger, or Tranſient 
Perſon, who ſhall be Convicted of the Breach of this Act, and hath 
not Eſtate to ſatisfy the Fine, ſuch Perſon ſhall be Whipped upon 
the Naked Body, not exceeding Ten Stripes ; unleſs he, or ſhe Depart 
the Town within Ten Days next after Sentence given, and Reſide no 
more therein without Leave of the Select-Men. 


Any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace to Hear, and Determine 
the Breach of this Act. 


Provided Nevertheleſs, That if ſuch Stranger, or Tranſient Perſon 
hath continued in any Town for the ſpace of One Year before ſuch 
Warning given, or ſhall continue in ſuch Town One Year after ſuch 
Warning, and be not in that Time proſecuted for Breach of this Act, 
then it ſhall not be Lawſul to proceed againſt, or proſecute any ſuch 
Perſon by Virtue of this Act, for continuing in ſuch Town contrary 


to the ſame ; but ſuch Perſon may continue in ſuch Town this Act 
notwithſtanding. 


Be it further Enacced bp the Authozſty akozeſaid, That whoſoever 
ſhall Entertain any ſuch Stranger, or Tranſient Perſon, or Perſons for 
the ſpace of Four Days, and the ſaid Perſon ſhall while ſo Entertained 
be Reduced by Sickneſs, or other Accident to Neceſſitous Circumſtances, 
whereby he, ſhe, or they ſhall want Relief, the Perſon ſo Entertaining 
ſuch Stranger, or Tranſient Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Support, and 
Suſtain the Charge thereof; Excepting only when the Perſon Enter- 
taining, as aforeſaid, hath within the ſaid Four Days, given ſufficient 
Notice thereof to the Select-Men of the Town : In which Caſe, if the 
Select-Men do not uſe proper Methods to ſave the Town from 
Charge, then it ſhall be Defrayed by ſuch Town. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon, or Perſons within any Town in this Colony, ſhall Sell, or 
Convey any Land to any Perſon, or Perſons, who contrary to this Act 
would under Colour of ſuch Purchaſe make his, her, or their Abode 
in ſuch Town; he, or they Selling, as aforeſaid, ſhall for every ſuch 
Offence forfeit, and pay as a Fine, the Sum of Ten Pounds: One Moiety 
to the Town Treaſurer where ſuch Land lies; and the other Half to 
him who ſhall Complain of, and Proſecute the ſame to Effett. 
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And be it further Enactzd by the Autho2ity afozeſaid, That the 
Civil Authority, when, and ſo often as there ſhall be Occaſion in any 
Town, ſhall be, and they are hereby Impowred, to Order any Vagrant, 
or Suſpected, or Tranſient Perſon, or Perſons to be ſent back from 
Conſtable to Conſtable, to the Town, Place, or Places from whence he, 
ſhe, or they came ; Unleſs ſuch Perſon, or Perſons produce good 
Certificate of their good Behaviour, and Freedom from all Engagements; 
and that they are at Liberty to Remove themſelves as they fee meet. 


And if any ſuch Perſons ſhall Return after ſuch ſending Back, a9 
aforeſaid, and Abide, and Continue in ſaid Town from whence ſent, 
after Warning given them to Depart, they ſhall be Whipt on the 
Naked Body; not exceeding Ten Stripes: And may again be Sent, 
and Dealt with, as aforcſaid, as often as there ſhall be Occaſion. 


And the Select-Men in the reſpective Towns in this Colony, are hereby 
Impowred, and Directed to proſecute all Breaches of this Act. 


— —— —— 


An Act for the Equal Diviſion, and Diſtribution 
of Inlolyent Eſtates. 


E it Enacted by the Eovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authontp of the fame, 
That when the Eſtate of any Perſon Deceaſed ſhall be Inſolvent, of 
Inſufficient to pay all the Tut Debts which the Deceaſed Owed, the 
ſame ſhall be Set forth, Divided, and Diſtributed to, and among all 
the Creditors, in proportion to the Sums to them reſp. &ively Owing, 
ſo far as the Eſtate will Extend ; ſaving that the Debts due to this 
Government, and for Sickneſs, and Neceſſary Funeral Charges of the 
Deceaſed are to be firſt paid. | 


And the Executor, or Adminiſtrator Appointed to Adminiſter on 


| any ſuch Inſolvent Eſtate, before payment be made to any Perſon, 


(Except as before excepted ) ſhall Repreſent the Condition, and 
Circumſtances thereof unto the Judge of the Probate of Wills, and 
granting of Adminiſtrations ; who ſhall Nominate, and Appoint Two, or 
more fit, and indifferent Perſons to make a true, and equal Apprizement 
of ſuch Eſtate, and Adminiſter an Oath to them for that purpoſe ; 
and ſhall alſo Nominate, and Appoint Two, or more fit Perſons to 
be Commiſſioners, with full Power to Receive, and Examine all the 
Claims of the ſeveral Creditors, and how. they are Made out, and 
Evidenced : Which Commiſſioners 2 cauſe the Times, and Places 
of their Meetings for Attending the Creditors in Order for the Re- 
deiving, and Examining of their Claims, to be made Known, and 
Publified, by ſetting up, or poſting Notifications thereof in ſome public 
Places in the Town where ſuch Deceaſed Perſon laſt Dwelt ; and alſo 
in the County Towns of that, and the next Two adjoining Counties : 
And the ſaid Judge ſhall Allow Six, Twelve, or Eighteen Months, 
(as the Circumſtances of the Eſtate may Require ) for the Creditors 
to bring in their Claims, and prove their Debts : 
which Time Limited, as aforeſaid, ſuch Commiſſioners ſhall make their 
Report, and preſent a Liſt of all the Claims unto the ſaid Judge, 
who ſhall Order them a meet Recompence out of the Eſtate for their 
Care, and Labour in that Affair. _ : 2 


At the End of 


Civil Autho- 
rity to Order 
Vagrants to 
Depait, 


$uchVagrants 
returning te 


be Whipt. 


Select men to 
ptoſecute, & 


The Eſtates of 
Inf.lvents to 
be diſti ihuted 
in qual pro- 
por tian to the 
Creditors. 


4 Saving. 


The Fxecutot 
or Admi- 
niſt:ator's 


Duty, &. 


Acre. AND LAWS. 


— — 


102 


Regulating Juroꝛs in Civil Actions, 


Pn ER 
_w 


Debts due to 
the Gevern 
ment, and for 
Sickneſs and 
funeral Char- 
ges being paid 
the remaining 
part to be di- 
vided, except- 
ing, Cee 


A Droviſo, 


- 


No Proceſs to 
be allowed 
while, e. 


Creditors to 
bring ia their 
Claims,or, &c 


—— —— 


And the Debts due to this Government, and for Sickneſs, and 
Neceſſary Funeral Charges being firſt Subducted, ſhall alſo Order the 
Reſidue, and Remainder of ſaid Eftate to be Paid, Divided, and 
Diſtributed to, and among the other Creditors that ſhall have Mad, 
out, and Evidenced their Claims, as aforeſaid ; in due proportion to 
the Sums unto them reſpectively Owing, according as the Fſtate will 
bear : Saving unto the Widow, ( if any be )-ſuch Houſhold Goods 
as in this Act hereafter are Allowed her during Life, and her Dower, 
which at the Expiration of her Term ſhall be in like manner Diſtributed 
to, and among the ſaid Creditors in like proportion. 


Provided akvays, That notwithſtanding the Report of any ſuch Com- 
miſſioners, or Allowances thereof made by the Court of Probate, it 
ſhall, and may be Lawful to, and for the Executors, or Adminiſtrators, 
aforeſaid, to Conteſt the Proof of any Debt at the Common Law. 


And no Proceſs in Law, ( Except forDebts due to this Government, 
and for Sickneſs, and Funeral Charges ) ſhall be Admitted, or Allowed 
againſt the Executors, or Adminiſtrators of any Inſolvent Eſtate, ſo 
long as the ſame ſhall be Depending, as aforeſaid. 


And whatſoever Creditor ſhall not make out his, or her Claim with 
ſuch Commiſſioners before the full Expiration of the Time ſet, and 
limited for that purpoſe, as aforeſaid, ſuch Creditor ſhall for ever after 
be Debarred of his, or her Debt; Unleſs he, or ſhe can ſhew, or find 
ſome other, or further Eſtate of the Deceaſed not before Diſcovered, 
and put into the Inventory. 


And be it further Enacted by the Autho2ity afozeſaid, That when 


it ſhall happen the Perſonal Eſtate of a Deceaſed Inteſtate, leaving 
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Widow, is not ſufficient for the payment of the Debts of the {aid 
Deceaſed, beſides ſuch Houſhold Goods as are Neceſſary for the 
Support of Life, and are Exempted from Execution in the Law, En- 
tituled, An Ad for Directing, and Regulating the Levying, and Serving 
Executions ; In ſuch Caſes the Court of Probate that grants Adminiſtration 
of the Eſtate of the Deceaſed, ſhall Order unto the Widow of the ſaid 
Deceaſed, ſuch Neceſſary Houſhold Goods as are Expreſſed in faid 
he for 55 Uſe during Life: After which they are to be Diſtributed, 
as aforeſaid. 


nn 
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An Act for Providing, and Regulating of Jurors in 
1 Civil Actions. 


B* it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, in 
General Court Allembled, and by rhe Authozity of the ſame, 
That the Civil Authority, Select-Men, Conſtables, and Grand-Jury- 
Men in. the ſeveral Towns hereafter in this A& Named, ſhall ſome 
Time in the Month of January, Annually, Meet together; and being 
ſo Met ſhall_chooſe to Serve as Jury-Men at the ſeveral Superiour, 
and County Courts in that County to which ſuch Towns reſpectiveh 
5981. ſuch a Number of their Able, Judicious Free holders. as 1 
hereafter in .this Ack Determined : Each of which, Free-holders ſhall 
have 4 Free- Rold Eſtate Rated in the General Liſt at Fifty Shillings- 
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And that in Each of the ſaid Towns hereafter Named, there ſhall 
be a Box, provided at the Coft of the Town, with a Lock to it, and 
Lodged in the Town Clerks Hands : And when the Jury-Men are 
Choſen, as aforeſaid, the Town Clerk ſhall Write Each Man's Name 
ſo Nominated, on a piece of Paper by it ſelf ; and put the ſeveral 
Names To Written in the ſaid Box, and keep the ſame Locked in his 
Hands, that the ſaid Names may be Drawn, as is hereafter provided. 


Be ir further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That ſome 
Convenient Time before the Sitting of the aforeſaid Courts, the 
Clerk of the Superiour, and of the Reſpedlive County Courts in 
this Colony, ſhall iſſue out Warrants, Directed to either of the Conſtables 
of the ſeveral Towns hereafter Named ; or to ſome of them in the 
County in which the Court is to be Held, to Summon, and Warn 
ſo many Able, Judicious, and Lawful Free-holders of their Town 
as the Warrant directs to Attend, and Serve as Jurors at ſuch Court. 


And the Jurors for the Superiour Court ſhall be Summoned to 


Attend at Eight of the Clock on the Firſt Day of the Seſſions of 
ſuch Court, 


And the Jurors for the County Courts ſhall be Summoned to Attend 


5 Eight of the Clock on the Third Day of the Seſſions of ſuch 
ourts. 


And when any Conſtable ſhall Receive any ſuch Warrant, to Summons 
any certain Number of Jury-Men to Attend, and Serve as ſuch at 
any of the faid 'Courts, he ſhall Repair to the Town Clerk, and in 
his Preſence, (or in his Abſence in the Preſence of One of the Selett- 
Men of ſuch Town ) Draw out of ſaid Box the Number his Warrant 
directs him to Summons, without ſeeing whoſe Names he Draws before 
he Draws them; and having ſo done, ſhall then proceed to Summons 
thoſe Men for Jury-Men whoſe Names he has ſo Drawn. | 


But if any, or all of the M-n whoſe Names are thus Drawn be 
at that Time either gone from Home, or Sick ; or otherwiſe unavoidably 
Hindred from Attending ſuch Court, his, or their Name, or Names 


ſhall be Returned into ſaid Box, and Others in his, or their Room, 
Drawn, and Summoned in Manner aforeſaid. 


And the Conſtable ſhall make Timely Return of his Warrant unto 
the Clerk that granted the fame, with an Indorſement th: reon, Cer- 
tying whom he has Summoned for the purpoſe aforeſaid ; on pain 
that every Conſtable failing of his Duty therein, ſhall forfeit, and Pay 
to the County Treaſurer, for the Uſe of the County, a Fine not exceeding 
Thirty Shillings, at the Diſcretion of the Judges of the Court : Un- 


leſs ſuch Conſtable ſhall ſcaſonably make his Excuſe to the Acceptance of 
laid Court. 


Be it further. Enacted by the Authoziry afozeſaid, That if any 
Jury Choſen, Drawn, and Summoned, as aforeſaid, ſhall make Default 
of Appearance according to the Directions of ſuch Warrant, he ſhall 
forfeit, and pay to the Treaſurer of the County wherein he Dwells, 
the Sum of Ten Shillings : Unleſs the Court on Hearing the Excuſes 
made on his behalf, ſhall Judge them ſufficient, 
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hands, for, &c. 


The Clerks of 
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Jury when to 
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And when at 
the C. Courts. 


The Conſtable 
in the Pre- 
ſence of the 
T Cle k. or a 
delect man to 
draw out of 


the Box, &c. 


Any of the 
Sick os Abſent 
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— 


Towas to And the ſeveral Towns hereafter Named, ſhall Chooſe the Number 
chooſeJurors. of Jury-Men to the Name of Each Town annexed, Vix. 


ForHartfordCounty. / For N. Haven County N 7 ForN LondonCounty 


The Names of Harford Twenty. New- Haven Twenty. New-London Fifteen. 
the Towns in ) Wethergfeld Twenty () Milford Twelve. Norwich Fifteen, 


— a4 (Vindſor Twenty. Wallingford Fifteen. ){ Preſton Fifteen. 
the Number ( FarmingtonT wenty. Ye Branford Ten. Stonington Fifteen. 
of Jurors in \ MiddletownTwenty / \ Guilford Twelve. Groten Fifteen. 
cach Town, Symſbury Twelve, >4 Durbam Six. Lyme Fifteen. 
Glaſſenbury Ten. Derby Six. | Say-Brook Fifteen. by the 
Hebron Ten. Waterbury Six. Killingworth Fifteen.( to a fa 
and At 
For Fairfield County. For Windham County. — 
Fairfield Twenty. Windham Twelve. And 
Strgiford Twenty, Lebanon Twelve. being f 
Norwalk Twenty. Coventry Twelve. , miſſione 
Stanford Twelve. Plainfield Twelve. ( ſhall be 
Danbury Twelve. Canterbury Twelve, And 
Newtown Twelve, Pomfrett Twelve. Commi 
Ridgefield Six. Volentown Twelve. Author 
Greenwich Ten, Aſhford Twelve. and Tr 
3 Mansfield Twelve. : 2 = 
a 


And if any of the ſaid Towns ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe to provide the La 

Penalty of fuch Box; or the Officers aforeſaid ſhall Neglect to Chooſe ſuch Jury- ¶ Govern 

= each Men as is herein provided, ſuch Town ſhall forfeit, and pr the therein 
my þ we. Treaſurer of the County to which it belongs, the Sum of Fifty Shillings: 
cheeſe fide To be Recovered on Information made by the King's Attorney & 

Fury-Men, that County, to the County Court; in which Tryal no Appeal, « And 

Review ſhall be Allowed. 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaſd, That if t powred 
If faid Furors ſhall ſo happen that a ſufficient Number of Jurors Summoned, u n, and 
Juror | 

happen not aforeſaid, do not Appear ; or if by Reaſon of Challenges, or for other | 
— 14 Cauſe there ſhall not be a ſufficient Number of Lawful Men to make 
* Jury up the Pannel, or Pannels Ordered by the Court to Attend the ſame, 
vp. the Court ſhall Order the Jury, or Juries to be made, or filled up, 
De talibus Circumſtantibus ; or for want of ſuch, of any good, and 
lawful Free-holders in the County ; whoſe Names ſhall be Returned 
by the Sheriff: And where the Sheriff is Concerned, or Related, to 
either of the Parties in the Caſe, by the Conſtable, or ſuch Officer 
as the Court ſhall Appoint : Which Jurors being ſo Returned ſhall 
Attend the Service, on-the Penalty above Ordered to be inflicted on 

thoſe who make Default of Appearance. 


And be it further Enacted. That every Conſtable that ſhall Summons 

Conflables ta ſuch Jurors, as aforeſaid, ſhall be Allowed therefor, ( ſave only for 
be allow'd ſor Return of ſuch Summons ) the ſame Fees for Travel, and Serie 
al 


Jurors, out of the County Treaſury of the Reſpective Counties where ſuch 
Jurors are to Attend. 


»—k 


An AR 


Brother in like Kind ; Uncle, and N 


may Cases or Juſtice, though he may have Liberty 


Sives his Advice, as aforeſaid. 
wo That 
o be it ente Enaced bp the Authozity akfozeſaid, any 
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An Act for Conſtituting Judges, ind Taltices of the 
Peace in this Colony ; M for Impowring, and 


* 


Ditecting them in their Reſpective Offices. 
E it Enatted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, in 
General Court -+ Aſſembled, and by the Authozip of the ſame, 
That the Judges of the Superiour Court, and the Judges of the 
County Courts, and Courts of Probate which now are, or hereafter 
ſhall be Erected, and Conſtituted in this Colony, being firſt Appointed 
by the General Aſſembly of this Colony, ſhall be reſpettiveſy Sworn 
to a faithful Diſcharge of their Office ; and ſhall alſo be Commiſſioned, 
and Authorized to the Execution of their reſpe&ive Offices, by a 
Commiſſion, ' Signed by the Governour of this Colony for the Time 
being, and Sealed with the Colony Seal. 0 
And that the Juſtices of the Peace in each County in this Colony, 
being firſt Appointed by the General Aſſembly, ſhall alſo be Com- 
miſſioned in Manner aforeſaid, to the Execution of ſuch Office; and 
ſhall be Sworn to a faithful Diſcharge of the ſame. : 
And that the ſaid Judges, and Juſtices of the Peace, Appointed, 
Commiſſioned, and Sworn, as aforeſaid, ſhall be, and they are fully 
Authorized, and Impowred to Exerciſe, and Execute the Office, Duty, 
and Truſt to which they are, or ſhall be Appointed, Commiſfwned, 
and Sworn, as aforeſaid, to every Purpoſe, and Intent, according .to 
the Nature, End, and Deſi of their reſpective Offices, according to 
the Laws of this Colony for the Common Good, and Peace of the 


Government; and the doing Equal, and Speedy Juſtice to the Peo 


therein : And all ſuch Commiſſions ſball remain in Force till 
in, or Superſeded by Act of the General Aſſembly. 


And -be it. further Enacted by rhe AYuthozfry afdzeſaſd, That the 


Governour, Deputy-Governour, and every Aſſiſtant in this Colony for 


| the Time being, may, and hereby are fully Authorized, and Im- 


powred to Exerciſe, and Execute the Office of a Juſtice of the Peace 


in, and throughout this Colony. 


Aud far preventing all Occaſtont of Partial, and Undue Proceedings in 


| Courts, and Avoiding Fealoufies that may ariſe concerning Judges, and 


Juſtices. | 
It is further Enacted by the Uuthozſty afo2zeſaſd, That in every Caſe 
of a Civil Nature, between B 4 12 where there ſhall fall out fo 


| near a Relation between any Judge, or Juſtice, and any of the Parties; as 


between Father, and Son, either by Nature, or Marriage; Brother, and 
ephew ; Landlord, and Tenant ; 
to be Preſent in 
urt at the Time of Tryal, and give Reaſonable Advice in the 
Caſe ; yet he ſhall have no power to Vote, or give Sentence therein, 
neither ſhall. he Sit as Judge, or Juſtice, nor upon the Bench when he 


4 


r Juſtice of the Peace ſhall have full Power, and 
they are hereby Authorized, and Impowred to Take, and Accept a 
Confeſlion, and Acknowlegement of any Debt from a, Debtor to his 


Creditor either or without an Antecedent Proceſs, as the 


n, ä 
Parties flall agree; which — 3 made only * 
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Preamble. 


Perſons Con- 
victed of 
Crimes in o- 
ther Govern- 
ments, not to 
be allow'd to 
abide here. 


Said perſons 
te be fin d 51. 


Time ef Pro- 


ſecutionlimit. and not after. 


of the Debtor himſelf : And on ſuch Confeſſion ſo made, the Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice ſhall make a Record thereof, and thereon grant out Execution 
in due Form of Law : And if it ſo happen that ſuch Executions ſhall 
be Levied on the Lands of any ſuch ' Perſon Confeſſing, as aforeſaid, 
according to the Laws Diretting the Levying Executions on Lands, 
ſhall be | to, and Recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the 


County Court in the fame County where ſuch Land lyeth; and bei 
ſo done, and Recorded ſhall be good Evidence of a Title to ſuc 


Creditor, or Creditors for whom it ſhall be taken, as aforeſaid, their Heirs, 
and Aſſigns. Provided, No Confeſſion ſhall be made, or taken in the 


manner aforeſaid, for more than the Value of Twenty Pounds. 


| ['T his Paragraph next above Recited, Was Made, and Paſſed in the 


Gentral Aſſembly Held on the Second Thurſday of May, Anno Domini, 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Forty Tuo. | 


— — __ tt 


An Act to prevent ſuch Perſons abiding, and 
hiding in this Colony, as make their Eſcape 
from Juſtice; or are Convicted of certain Crimes 
in other Colonies, . | 


HE R E As it has ſometimes happened that ſome Perſons 
Y Convifted in the Neighbouring Colonies of Crimes, which by the 
Laws of this Colony are puniſhable with Corporal Puniſhment, malt 
their Eſcape from the Adminiſtration of Fuſtice in thoſe Colonies ; 
or do Eſcape, and Flee from the Proſecution of ſuch Crimes there, and 


come into this Colony with deſign to Hide from Juſtice ; or to take uf 


their Abode here. 1 
And whereas ſuch Evil Practices may often happen: And if ſucb 
Perſons are Protected, or Indulged therein, it may prove of Bad 


Conſequence, | 
Which to Prevent : | 
Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 


General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of rhe ſame, That 
whatſoever Perſons Convicted, as aforeſaid ; or that ſhall hereafter be 


Convicted, as aforeſaid ; or that are, or ſhall be Purſued for ſuch 


Crimes, if they make their Eſcape, as aforeſaid, and come into this 
Colony, and continue here for the ſpace of Two Months, without 
firſt having obtained Leave therefor of the General Aſſembly, and ſhall 
not depart out of this Colony within One Month after they ſhall be 
Warned ſo to do, by any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; or by 
the Select-Men of that Town where they | ſhall Reſide at that Time, 
and be thereof Convict before the County Court of that County wherein 
the Town, or Place of Warning ſhall lye, ſhall ſuffer a Fine of Five 
Pounds to the Treaſurer 'of the Colony : To be Recovered as other Fines. 
In which Caſes no Appeal ſhall be granted. 

And if the Perſon ſo Convicted, or ſuffering ſuch Fine, ſhall not within 


One Month next after ſuch Suffering, and Diſcharge thereon, depart out 


of this Colony, he ſhall be liable to the like Fine: To be Recovered, 4 


aforeſaid ; and ſo Toties Quoties. 


And that all Proſecutions upon this Act ſhall be within Three Years 


> | 


next after ſuch Perſons Eſcaping, as aforeſaid, come into this Colony, 
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1 


And be it further Enacted by the Aurhozity akoztlald, That if any 
ſuch Perſon, or Perſons Flying, or making Eſcape, as aforeſaid, be 
Purſued by Order of proper Authority, from any other Government, 
in order to bring him, or them to Juſtice, he, or they may be Ap- 
prehended by Order of the Authority of this Government. 


And if on Examination, and Enquiry into the Matter, it ſhall appear 
ſuch Perſon, or Perſons have been Convicted, as aforeſaid, and are 
Eſcaped, or are Flying from Proſecution, as aforeſaid, he, or they 
may be Remanded back, and Delivered to the Authority, or Officers 
from whom ſuch Eſcape is made, in order that Due, and Condign 
Puniſhment may be inflicted on ſuch Tranſgreſſors. 


— — — 
— —-„— 


An äct, (or Acts) about the Tenure of Lands, 


T is Ordered, and Enacned by the Cobernour, Council, and 
Repreſentatives, in General Court Aſſcmiled, and hy rhe Authontp 
of the ſame, That whatſoever Lands have been, or ſhall be Granted by 
the General Aſſembly of this Colony, to the Reſpective Townſhips, 
or to any Particular Perſon, or Perſons by the ſaid Aſſembly ; or by 
Particular Towns, ſhall be Held ro them, their Heirs, Succeſſors, and 
Aſſigns for Ever, according to the moſt Free Tenure of Eaſt Greenwich 
mo County of Kent, in the Realm of England, according to our Charter 
rant. , 


[ This Ad was paſs'd in the General Aſſembly, October, the Tenth, 
One Thouſand Six Hundred, and Seventy Two. ] 


And it is further Enated by the Au ho'lty afozeſ2id, That all 
Grants of Land made to any particular Perſon, or Perſons not yet Taken 
up, an Laid out ſhall be Taken up in one intire Piece in a ſuitable Form, 
except by ſpecial Liberty from this Court : And that all former Grants 
that are, or ſhall be Laid out by Order, ſhall be ſufficiently Bounded, and 
lo Maintained, to prevent all future Trouble. 


[ This Af was Paſſed at the Seſſions of the General Aſſembly, May 
the Eighth, One Thouſand Six Hundred, and Seventy Three. |] 


And that every Townſhips Grants of Lands, as they have been Obtained 
by Gift, Purchaſe, or otherwiſe of the Natives, and Grant of this Court, 
may be Settled upon them, their Heirs, Succeſſors, and Aſigus for ever, 
according to our Charter, Granted by His Late Majeſty of Happy 


Memory. 


Be it further Enacted bp the Authozſty afozeſaſd, That every Town 
in this Colony, ſhall take out Patents for their ſaid Grants, of the 
Governour, and Company; which this Court doth hereby Order, ſhall be 
Granted to them, for the holding of ſuch Tracts of Land as have been 
formerly, or ſhall be hereafter Granted to them by this Court, and to their 
Heirs, Succeſſors, and Aſſigns Firm, and Sure, according to the Tenure 
of our Charter, in Free, and Common Soccage z and not in Capite, nor 
by Knight Service; which Patents ſhall be Sealed with the Seal of the 
Colony, and Signed by the Governour, and by the Secretary, in the Name 
of this Court, and Entred upon Record: Which Patent, or a Record 
thereof, ſhall be a ſufficient Evidence for all, and every Townſkip = 
P 2 'S at 
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Poſſeſſion of Honſes, Lands, &c. 
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Perſons having 
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E, 


hath the ſame to all Intents, and Purpoſes for the Holding the ſaid Land; 
Firm to them, their Heirs, Succeſſors, and Aſſigns for Ever: The like 
Courſe may be taken for all Farms Granted to any Perſon, or Perſons 
whatſoever within this Colony. 


[ The Af next above Recited was Paſſed in the General Aſemd“, 
May the Fourteenth, One Thouſand Six Hundred, and Eighty Five. 


And for Securing Eſtates given to Charitable Uſes. 


Be it @Enatted, and Ordained by the Authozity afozeſaid, I hat all 
ſuch Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, and other Eſtates, that either for- 
merly have been, or hereafter ſhall be Given, and Granted either by the 
General Aſſembly of this Colony, or by any Town, Village, or particular 
Perſon, or Perſons for the Maintenance of the Miniſtry of the Goſpe 
in any part of this Colony, or Schools of Learning, or for the Relief 
of Poor People, or for any other Public, and Charitable Uſe, ſhall tor 
ever remain, and be continued to the Uſe, or Uſes to which ſuch Lands, 
Tenements, Hereditaments, or other Eſtates have been, or ſhall be Given 
and Granted, according to the true Intent, and Meaning of the Grantors, 
and to no other Uſe whatſoever ; and alſo be Exempted out of the 
General Lifts of Eſtates, and Free from payment of Rates, 


Mts 


An Act, (or Acts) concerning Poſſeſſion of 
Houſes, Lands, Oc. 


HIS Court being ſenſible of the great Trouble, and Contention that doll, 

and may ariſe in this Colony, by reaſou of great Defetts that are found 

in Records, and Alienations of Houſes, and Lands ; that due form of Lau 
not being Lawfully Attended, which is requiſite in ſuch Affairs. 


For the Prevention whereof, and that Future Trouble may be 
Avoided, and that Righteouſneſs, and Juſtice may be Maintained : 


Be it Enacted by the Eovernour, Council and Repreſentatives, in 
Eeneral Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozity of the ſame, That 
what Perſon, or Perſons ſoever, that hath either himſelf, his Grantee, or 
Aſſigns, ſtood Poſſeſſed in his, or their own proper Right in Fee Sim- 
ple, of any Houſes, or Lands within this Colony, without being in- 
terrupted by any Perſon, or Perſons laying Claim thereunto, and Pro- 
ſecuting their Claim in due form of Law, ſome time betwixt the 
Publication hereof, and the Laſt of November, One Thouſand Sis 
Hundred, and Sixty Eight ;, ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſo Poſſeſſed 0! 
any Houſes, parcel, or parcels of Land, as aforeſaid, have powe! 
to Enter, and Record the ſame to him, or themſelves, and his, 
or their Heirs, and Aſſigns for ever in the Book of Records of 
that Town where the ſaid Houſes, and Lands lyes, paying 2 
meet Recompence to the Recorder for his pains ; and a Record 
under the Recorders Hand, and one of the Sele&-men of that Town, 
and an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall be a ſufficient and 
legal Evidence to all, and every Perſon, and Perſons that ſhall have 
the ſame, to all Intents, Ends, and Purpoſes for the holdin of the 
ſame Firm to him, or them, his, or their Heirs, and Aſſigns for Ever. 


Provided, 


Title 
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Provided, This Law includes not Orphans under Age, Proprietors in 
Forein Parts, who poſſibly may be Incapacitated to make good their 
Claims within the fore-mentioned Limited Time. 


[ This Ad was made May the Ninth, One Thouſand Six Hundred, and 
Sixty Seven. ] 


And for Quieting of Mens Eſtates, and Avoiding of Suits. 


Jr is Enaced, and Ordained by the Authozity afozeſaſd, That no 
Perſon, or Perſons that now have any Right, or Title of entry into any 
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments within this Colony, now with-held 
from him, or them, ſhall thereinto Enter, but within Three Years after 
the Tenth of June next, or within Fifteen Years next after any other 
Title of Entry accrued ; and that no Perſon, or Perſons ſhall at any time 
hereafter make Entry into any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments within 
this Colony, but within Fitteen Years next after his, or their Right, or 
Title, which ſhall hereafter firſt deſcend, or accrue to the ſame ; and in 
default thereof, ſuch Perſons ſo not Entring, and their Heirs, ſhall be ut 
terly Excluded and Diſenabled from ſuch Entry after to be made. 


And that all ſuch Perſons as have had Right, or Title of Entry into, 
or Cauſe of Action for any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments within 


| this Colony, hitherto Detained from him, or them, ſince the Ninth of 


May, One Thouſand Six Hun red, Sixty, and Seven paſt, and till the 
Tenth Day of June next, and Neglected hitherto to make his, or their 
Entry, and to Sue out to Effect, his, or their ſaid Right, or Title, ſhall 


| for ever hereafter, be utterly Excluded, and Diſenabled from ſuch 


Entry, or Suit to be made, any former Law, Uſage, or Cuſtom to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. | 


Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Perſon, or Perſons that is, or ſhall be 
[ntituled to, or that hath, or ſhall have ſuch Right, or Title of Entry into 
any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments in this Colony, be, or ſt all be 
at the time of the ſaid Right, or Title firſt deſcended, accrued, come, or 


fallen within the age of Twenty One Years, Feme Covert, Non Compos Men- 


tis, Impriſoned, or beyond the Seas, that then ſuck Perſon, and Perſons 
and his, and their Heir, and Heirs ſhall, or may notwithſtanding the ſaid 


| Three Years, or the ſaid Fifteen Years be expired, bring his Action, or 
make his Entry, as he might have done before this Act. So as uch Perſon, 
or Perſons, or his, or their Heir, or Heirs ſhall within Five Years next after 


his, and their full Age, Diſcoverture, or coming of ſound Mind, inlarge- 


| ment out of Priſon, or coming into this Country of New-England, or 


Territory of New-York, or Death, take benefit of, and Sue forth the 
ſame, and at no time after the ſaid Five Years. 


[ The aboveſaid Af was made May the Eighth, One Thouſand Six 
Hundred, and Eighty Four. 
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: roCourtsof Probate to appoint . &cc. Native Right. &cc. 


Ere follows diverſe other Ads about Lands, and the Titles thereto, 
H with their ſeveral Dates, and Times of their being Made, Viz. 


Anno Regni Regis GEORGI] Terio. 


At a General Aſſembly Holden at New-Haven the Eleventh Day of Capt 
October, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Sixteen. by fu 
and E 

An Act for Impowring the Courts of Probates to d 
Appoint meet Perſons in Dividing Rea! Eſtates, I Stef, 

See Courts of ' ' * . oF the 

— when no Ferſon is Appointed by Will; or when pb < 

28,33, 34-49, thoſe Appointed Refuſe, or Neglect to make a d 

„K, 52, 53. — 
"ay "OY Diviſion. procet 
in ſuc 
HERE AS it ſometimes happens that Real Eſtate given ty about 
Will, is Ordered by the Teſtator to be Divided amongſt Tuc, 

Freamble, or more Legatees, and no Perſen Appointed in ſaid Will for the Dividing | 
thereof ; or the Perſon Appointed may Neglef?, or Refuſe to make the 4 
ſaid Diviſion, or Die before he hath made the ſame. 

Courts of pro- Be it Enacted by the Eovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in x * 

bateto ap- General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authoziry of the lame, 

. * That when, and as often as it ſo happens in either of theſe Caſes, 

vide Real E. it ſhall, and may be Lawful for the Court of Probate in the County An 

ſtates, where ſuch Real Eſtate is, to Appoint Three Free-holders to make a 
Diviſion thereof according to ſuch Will, as the Law provides for the 
Dividing Inteſtate Eſtates. 

At a General Aſſembly Holden at Hartford, on Thurſday the Ninth 
Day of May, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and 
Seventeen. 3 
An Act concerning Purchaſers of Native Rights 
to Land. | 
Sorts ” ber TS Aſſembly Obſerving many Difficulties, and Perplexities ariſii 
in this Government by Reaſon of many Purchaſes of Land made if 
Indian Titles, without the preceeding Allowance, or ſubſequent Approbation 
of this Aſſembly. 
Which to Remove : 
in his „ It is hereby Enacted, and Declared by this Aſſembly, and the 

— Authozity thereof, That all Lands in this Government are Holden of 

beld under the the King of Great-Britain, as the Lord of the Fee: And that no 

mg ofGreat Title to any Lands in this Colony can accrew by any Purchaſe made 

ae: of Indians, on Pretence of their being Native Proprietors thereof without 
the Allowance, or Approbation of this Aſſembly. 

du Ticl . And it is hereby Reſolved, That no Conveyance of Native Right, 

TY " or Indian Title without the Allowance, or Approbation of this Aſſembly, 

Pleadable in © aforeſaid, ſhall be given in Evidence of any Man's Title, or 

any Court. Pleadable in any Court. 
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1 


And further, 11 48 Reſolved, That ( Jnaomuch as many ſuch Purchaſes 


have been made, and the Perſons who have ſo made them, or; thoſe who. 


Claim under them, may think they have hard Meaſures if they may not 


Retain ſome conſiderable Proportion thereof, or other Lands in Lieu 
thereof Aſſigned to them, ) John Hamlin Eſq, Mr. John Hooker, and 
Capt. James Wadſworth, ſhall be a Committee, or any Two of them, 


by ſuch Ways, and Means as they ſhall think fit, to Enquire into, 


and gain a True Underſtanding of all the Claims aforeſaid, and 
lay the True Circumſtances of all the ſaid Claims before the Aſſembly, 
in October next, with what they may Underſtand may be to the 
Satisfaction of the Claimers, either within the Bounds of any Town with 
the Conſent of the Proprietors, or elſewhere within the Ungranted 
Lands of this Colony ; together with their Opinion thereon, to this 


End that the ſaid Aſſembly may Settle this whole Affair, and 


proceed to the Settlement of all the Undiſpoſed Lands in this Colony, 
in ſuch manner as ſhall then be determined, that all Future Troubles 
about our Settlements may be Avoided. 140 1 


1 


pr IO 


* — 
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Anno Regni Regis G E ORG I ] Quinto, 


At a General Aſſembly Held at Neo- Haven, the Ninth Day of October, 
Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Eighteen. 


An Act for the prevent ing Unlawful Entries upon, 


and Alicnations of the Vacant Lands. 


R AS MUCH as divers Perſons have preſumed to Enter upon, 
' Improve, Diſpoſe, and make Sale of diverſe Tratts of Land within the 
Bounds of this Colony, and belonging to the Governour, and Company of 
the ſame, by Grant from the Crown of Great-Britain, under Pretence 
of their having a Right, and Property in the ſaid Lands, without any 
Legal Conveyance thereof firſt Obtained from this Corporation; whereby 
many Perſons have been greatly Defrauded, great Diſorders Occaſioned, 
divers Quarrels Excited, very conſiderable Charge has been, and now is 
like to be brought upon the Government, and the Orderly Settlement of 


| Plantations Fruſtrated : Which Miſchiefs are likely to Continue, and 


Increaſe unleſs ſufficient Remedy be Provided. 


Be it therefore Enacted by the Governour Council, and Repreſenta- 
tives, in General Court Allembled, and by the Aurhoziry of the ſame, 
That whatſoever Perſon, or Perſons ſhall under any pretence Enter upon 
any part of ſaid Land, Claiming Right, or Improve, Diſpoſe of, and 
Alienate any Tract, or Parcel thereof, before he, or they ſhall Obtain a 
Legal Conveyance from this Corporation of the ſame, ſhall Incur the 
Penalty of Ten Pounds for every ſuch Offence : To be Recovered in any of 
the Courts of Common Pleas within this Colony ; One Moiety of which 
Penalty ſhall be to the Treaſury of the Colony ; and the other Moiety to 
him, or them who ſhall Proſecute the ſame to Effect. ES 

And whatſoever Perſon, or Perſons have Entred Claiming, and 
Improved any Part, or Parcel of ſuch Land, and ſhall continue ſo to do, 
at any Time after One Year next enſuing the End of the preſent Seſſions 
of this Aſſembly ſhall be Expired, ſhall Incur the like Penalty for every 
ſuch Offence : To be Recovered, and Diſpoſed of in like Manner ; and 
lo, as often as any of the {aid Offences ſhall be Committed. 

And 
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4 Proviſe, 


Provides alſo, 


| | make a Title. 


And it is hereby further Declared, and Enacted, That no Perſon, or 


Perſons ſhall be Taken, or Eſteemed by any Entry, or Poſſeſſion 
whatſoever, to make to him, or them a Title to any Public Lands, or 
ſuch as have not been Legally Conveyed by the Governour, and yo 
8 of this Colony. | 2 | 
 * Always Provided, Nothing in this Act be Conſtrued to Reſpect any * 
Lands in any Townſhip within this Colony, except in the Townſhip of you 
Afpford, | Cop 
= þ = £7 #2 1 3 dads give! 
; > | Parti 
Anno Regni Regis GEORGTI] Sexto. » 
At a General Aſſembly Held at Ne- Haven the Eighth Day of MW __ 
October, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Nineteen, 
An Act for preventing great Inconveniences which 
may happen by the Loſs, or Uncertainty of the 
E it Enacted by the Eovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in That 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the (amt, 
That when the Proprietors of Adjoyning Lands, have Loft their Bounds, 
and cannot agree to the fixing of them, upon Application made by 
One, or more of ſaid Proprietors to an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the 
Peace, ſuch - Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, ( notice being firſt given 


to the Proprietors concerned in the ſaid Lands that they may be heard 
if they ſee cauſe ) ſhall. appoint Three Free-holders, being Perſons 
Diſintereſted; which Free-holders, or any Two of them being firſ 
Sworn by the ſaid Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, to Act with 
Impartiality therein, ſhall have Power, and are hereby Impowred, 
to {ct up, and fix ſuch Bounds between them; and the Bounds 
which ſhall be ſo fixed, ſhall be Entered in the Records of the Town 
where ſuch Lands lie, and remain the Baunds of ſuch Lands, and the 
whole Charge, that fhall ariſe by the Settling ſuch Bounds, as aforeſaid, 
Mall (being allowed by ſuch. Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace) be 
Recovered. if need be by Diſtreſs, Granted by the {aid Aſſiſtant or Jultice, 
* _ Proprietor, or Proprietors as ſhall make Application 2 
aforeſaid. 
. Provided 'Nevertbeleſs, That if any ſuch ietor, or Proprietors 
of Land be Diſſatisfied with the Bounds ſo fixed, nothing in this At, 
or any Proceedings thereon, ſhall be underſtood to hinder fuch Proprietor 
from bringing any Action whatſoever, for the Maintaining of his Right 
to, or Recovering the Poſſeſſion of fuch Land, as by the ſetting up 
ſuch Bounds, as afore ſaid, ſhall be taken or withheld from him. 
Provided. alſo, That when the Bounds fo ſet up, ſhall happen to 
take any Land from any Proprietor, which he has for any time held 
Poſſeſſion of againſt; ; the other Proprietor ; nothing in this Act, or any 
thing done therein, ſhall, be taken to Diſſeiſe ſuch Poſſeſſor, but When 
ſoever any Action is brought againſt ſuch Poſſeſſor, by the other 
Proprietor, ta Recover from him Poſſeſſion of ſaid. Land ; if ſuch 
Foſſeſſor ſhall not prove upon the Trial, that the Bounds, or Line which 
be Claims ta hold to, arp the Juſt, and True Bounds, Judgment in the 
ſaid Action ſhall be given for the ſaid Proprietor ta Recover ths 
Poſſeſſion, according ta the Bounds. Set up, as aforeſaid. al 


ACTS AND LAWS, 


witneſſes to Wills, Guardians to divide Lands, i13 


And it is further Enacted by the Authozity afo2eſatd, That the 
ſaid Three Free-holders ſhall take this following Oath, Vix. 


you A. B. and C. being Appointed to Renew, Revive, and 

Set up Bounds between the Land of D. E. and F. G. at 
according to the True, Real, and Juſt Right of the ſaid Parties: 
You, and each of you do Swear by the Name of the Ever Living 
Gop, that having heard the Pleas of the ſaid Parties, and Evidences 
given in by them relating to the faid Bounds ; all Prejudice, and 
Partiality being laid aſide, you will Ere& the ſaid Bounds according 
to the True, and Juſt Right of the ſaid Parties, by your beſt Skill, 
and Judgment. So help you God, 


— — — — — 


— 


Anno Regni Regis G EO RG II, Sexto, 
An Act concerning Witneſſes to Wills. 


E it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatibeg, in 

General Court Allembled, and by rhe Authozity of rhe ſame, 
That no Wills, or Teſtaments bearing Date at any Time, after the 
Firſt Day of January next Enſuing the End of the preſent Seſſions 
of this Aſſembly, wherein there ſhall be any Deviſe, or Deviſes of 
Real Eſtate, ſhall be held Good, and Allowed for any ſuch Deviſe, 
or Deviſes, if they are not Witneſſed by Three Witneſſes ; all of 
them Signing in Preſence of the Teſtator. | 


— — 


— 


Anno Regni Regis & EO R GI I, Sexto, 


At a General Aſſembly Held at Hartford, the Twelfth Day of May, 
Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty, 


An Act to Enable Guardians to Divide Lands, Oc, 


HERE AS there are many Parcels of Land in this Govern- 

ment, which have been, and ſtill are held by ſeveral Perſons in 
Partnerſhip, or as Tenants in Common, or in FJoint-Tenancy : And it 
bath often ſo fallen out, that One of the Partners, or Tenants have 
Died before any Diviſion hath been made, and their Heirs left to Inherit 
ſuch Lands being Minors , whereby the ſurviving Partners, or Tenants 
are hindred in their Improvement. 


Which to Prevent : 


Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentratſves, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of che ſame, 
That the Guardians of all Minors ſhall, and are hereby, ( with the 
Aſſiſtance of ſuch Perſons as the Court of Probate ſhall for that End 
Appoint ) fully Impowred to make Diviſion of any ſuch Land with 
the Surviving Partners, or Tenants, as Fully, and Amply as the 
Original Partners, and Tenants might, or could have done : And all 
ſuch Minors, their Heirs, and ſhall be firmly Bound, and 
— Tn con by their Guardians. = 
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And the ſeveral Courts of Probate are hereby Directed, upon the 
Application of ſuch Partner, or Tenant, or Guardian to any Minor, 
to Appoint any ſuitable Ferſons to Aſſiſt ſuch Guardians in making 
Diviſion, as aforeſaid. 

And all Perſons having Right in any ſuch Land, upon ſuch Appoint- 
ment, ſhall forthwith come to a Diviſion of the ſame. 


— — 


Anno Regni Regis G EO R GI I, Septimo, 


At a General Aſſembly Held at New-Haven the Thirteenth Day of 
October, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, end Twenty. 


An Act for the Partition of Lands, Oc. 


E it Enaced by the Governour Council, and K preſentatives, in 
General Court S\ſembled and bp rhe Authonty of the (ime, 
That all Perſons having, or holding; or that ſhall at any Time hereafter 
have, or hold any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments as Coparceners, 
Joynt- Tenants, or Tenants in Common, may be Compelled by Writ 
of Partition to Divide the ſame, where the Partners cannot Agree to 
make Partition among themſelves. 
Provided Always, That this Act extend not to Town-Commons, or 
Sequeſtred Lands. 


— 


Anno Regni Regis G EO R GI, Now, 


At a General Aſſembly Held in New- Haven on the Eleventh Day of 
OZober, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty Two, 


An act for preventing Treſpaſſes on the Lands of 
this Colony, by Illegal Purchaſes thercof from 
the Indians. 


HERE AS this Aſſembly have been Informed, that notwith- 

ſtanding the Ancient Laws of this Colony jo the contrary, ſome 
Perfons have pretended to Purchaſe of Indians their Rights as Natives, 
of many Conſiderable Tratits of Land lying within this Colony: Ard 
although all ſuch Deeds when obtained, without the Leave, and Conſent 
of this Aſſembly, are by the ſaid Law declared to be ipto facto, Void. Yet 
under Colour of ſuch Deeds, Perſons Unacquainted with the ſaid Laws 
may be Impoſed upon, Deceived, and greatly Wronged, as well as tht 
Settlement of ſuch Lands in Plantations, purſuant to the End expreſſed 
n our Charter Hindr ed. mY 


For the Prevention whereof : 


Be ir Enacted by the Governonr, Council, and Kepreſentarives, in 
Gencrat Court Fſembled, and by the Aut bozity of tue ſame, I 
whoſoever ſhall preſume to Purchaſe any Lands within the Bounds of 
this Colony, of any Indians ' whatſoever, without the Leave of this 
Aſſembly hereafter firſt had, and obtained, under colour, or pretence of 
luch Indians being the Proprictors* of faid Lands by a Native Riga 

; : 0 
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or ſhall having Purchaſed of any. Indians Lands in ſuch manner, with. 
out Leave of this Aſſembly firft had, or the Confirmation of this 
Aſſembly afterwards obtained, me to make any Sale of, or any 
Sertlements upon any Lands ſo Purchaſed, every Perſon who ſhall in 
any ſuch Manner Tranſgrefs, and be thereof Convicted in the County 
Court, or in the Superiour Court of that County where ſuch Lands ſhall 
lye, ſhall incur the Penalty of Fifty Pounds to the Treaſury of this Colony. 
And whatſoever Perſon, or Perſons ſhall ſuffer auy Wrong by means 
of ſuch: Sale, or Settlement, as aforeſaid; ſhall Recover in either of 
the ſaid Courts, upon Proof of ſuch Wrong by him ſuffered, Trehe 
Damages againft the Perſon, or Perſons ſo Wronging of him. 


K 


CO — 


At a General Aſſembly Held at Hartford the Ninth Day of May, 
Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty Three. 


An Act for the better Eſtabliſhing, and Confirma- 
tion of the Titles of Land anciently Obtained 
in Townſhips, according to the Manner, or 
Cuſtom heretofore uſed; and for preventing 
Contentions about the ſame, 


HERE As it we anciently Cuſtomary for Towns to be Sitled, 

and the Lands in them Contained to be Diſpoſed of by Diviſion, or 
otherwiſe, to particular Perſons, or ſpecial Uſes by the Inhabitants of the ſaid 
Towns in Town- Meeting Aſſembled ; after which Cuſtom, or Manner, parti 
Perſons obtained to themſelves certain Quantities of the ſaid Land, which they 
Held, and Diſpoſed of as ther own proper Eſtate of Inheritance ; and other 
Quantities, or Parcels of the ſaid Land in ſuch Towns which remained in 
Common, without being Divided, er Diſpoſed of to any Porſon, or Uſe 
whatſoever, were ſtil Conſidered, and Allowed to be in the Diſpoſition of 
_ inhabitants ' Aſſembled in ſuch Toan- Meanings, by the major Vote of 
thoſe preſent. ; 

And Whereas it was afterwards thought Needful that the Properties, and 
Eſtates obtained in the a'oreſaid Manner, or Cuſtom within our Town-ſhips, 
ſhould be Confirmed to the jeveral Proprietor; of them, and Ratified by Deeds, 
or Patents under the Seal of this Colony, to them, and their Heirs for ever, ( in as 
much as Hu Majeſty King CHARLES the Second, bad under the Great Seal 
of Tngland, Granted the whole Tratt of Land, Comprebending ſaid Town:ſhps, 
to the Governour, and Company of this Colony) that the Proprietors of ſuch 
Eſtates ſo obtained, and held by Vote, and Conſent of ſuch Towns in their 
Meetings, t bt be tber, by furniſhed with Unconteftible Evidence of their 
baving, and holding the ſame under the Crown of Great-Britaio. 

By means of which Deeds, or Patents ſo granted to ſuch Perſons, who 
Were alſe according to the ancient Cuſtom, or Manner of diſpoſing of Land. 
in our Town Mretings the true, and lawful Owners, and Poſſeſſors of ſuch 
Eſtates, the ſaid Lands which they beld in ſuch Towns, either in Severalty, 
or in Common, became both by Cuſtom, and by Seal of this Colony, an undoubted 


lawful Eſtate o inheritance, to them, and their Heirs; and the Undivided, and. 


Common Landi in ſuch Towns, ſuch Proprietors might have Divided immediately 

_ themſelves, or otherwiſe diſpoſed 5. both to the ancient Cuſt em, and 

the Title Ratified and Confirmed by the ſaid Deeds, or Patents, and not ſaffered 

any otber Per/on: to bave any Part in them, or any Right, or Title to V ate, or Act 

in the Dividing, er Di(poſing TROTTER Land- _ 
1 51 


Perſons who 
are wrongd by 
ſuch Sales, to 
receive Treble 
Damages, 


Vid, pag.118 


Preamble. 


ACTI AND LAW Ss. 


116 Diſpoſition of Lands in Town-Meetings;/&c. 


All Grants, & 
Liviſi us of 
Land hereto- 
fore made at 
Town meet- 
ings, to be 
goed& valid. 


And Whereas notwithſtanding the ſaid Deeds, ar Patents obtained, the 
Proprietors of ſuch Common Lands, who bad according to the ancient Cuſtim 
ſuch an Eſtate in them, that they might Divide 4bem among themjelves, 
er otherwiſe Diſpoſe of them ; and had alſo obigined by Patent à Grant, 
and Confirmation of the Eſtate which they bad in thoſe Common Lands, 
as well as in their particular Properties, to 4bemſelves, and their Heirs 
for ever, by Virtue of which they had juſt Power, and Right to att, and 
do by way of Dividing, or Diſpeſing of ſuch Common Lands without ſuffering 
any other Perſons who ſhould afterwards become inhabitants. of the ſaid 
Tqwns to be concerned, and att with them therein ; the ſaid Proprietors 
did for a confiderable Number of. Years in many of our Towns, truly 
Conſent, and Agree that the ſaid Common Lands might in whole, or 
in part be attually Divided, or Diſpoſed of by the major Vote of ih: 
Inhabitants of ſuch Towns in Meeting Aſſembled, and dia themſelves At, 
and Vote with others in ſuch Town Meetings, in the Lividing, and 
Diſpefing of ſuch Common Lands, by Means of which Acts, and Vote, 
many Perſons have Obtained particular Eſtates to themſelves, which if 
they ſhould be called in Juen, ard Defeated beciuſe not obtained by 
the ſole Af of the ſaid Proprietors, would bd Centrary to the True 
Intent, and Meaning of the ſaid Proprietors, and prove very prejudicial 
to thoſe Perſons, or their Heirs who bave been brought into them with 
the Real Conſent of the ſaid Proprietors, by whith Real Conſent ſaid 
Proprietors, ond all that hold under”. them ough; to be H pped, and 
Barred againſt all Pretentions, or Pleas of Right which they may Alledge 
to the Contrary. I | | 


Be it thereſoze Enacted by the Governour, Connei!, and Repreſen» 
tatives, in General Court ACembled, and by the Authoziry of the ſame, 
That all ſuch Grants, Diviſions, - or Diſpoſitions of ſuch Common 
Lands, made according to Ancient Cuſtom in any Town Mectings, 
ſhall be Held, and Taken to be Good, and Lawful to all Intents, and 
as Effectual in Law as if the Full, and Ample Conſent of the ſaid 
Proprietors had been in any other way than by ſuch their Acting, or 
Real Conſent Obtained; and all Eſtates in Land obtained, and holden 
in ſuch Manner by the Votes, and Acts of Town-Mectings as well ſince 
as before the Confirmation of the Proprietors in ſuch Towns, in their 
Eſtates there, by Patent under the Seal of this Colony, as aforeſaid, 


are hereby declared to be, | 
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And it is here by Enaced, That they ſhall be Accepted, and taken 
to be Good, and Lawfal Eſtates to ſuch as ſo have, and hold them, as 
they might, or could be if the Conſent of the ſaid Proprietors in the 
granting of them could be proved under the Hand, and Seal of ſuch 
Proprietors. | | | . 


And it is hereby olſs further Declared, and Enacted, That whatſoever 
Part, or Intereſt the aforeſaid Proprietors by Cuſtom as well as Deed, 
have in any. Common, or Undivided Lands in any Towns, which they 
have not by their free Conſent as before Expreſſed, or otherwiſe Diſpoſed 
of, of Suffered to be Divided, of Diſpoſed of, is, and ſhall be Allowed, 
and Taken to be their proper Eftate : And that no Perſon what- 


ſoever by becoming an Inhabitant of ſuch Town, or by any other 


Means againſt, or without the Conſent of ſuch Proprietors, ſhall 
be taken, or Eſteertied to have any Eſtate; Title, Right, or Intereſt 
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And all ſuch Proprietors of any remaining Common, or Undivided 
Lands in any Town, or Place whatſoever, or ſuch as Legally Repreſent 
them, are hereby Allowed to have their Meetings in ſuch Reſpective 
Towns, to chooſe their Clerk, to Enter, and Record their Votes, and 
Doings, who ſhall be Sworn before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace: 
And all Records ot their Votes, and Doings, Atteſted by him, be 
admitted as lawful Evidence, And the ſaid Proprietors in ſuch Meetings 
ſhall. have full Power ( after the ancient Cuſtom,” and Manner in Towns) 
by their Major Votes in ſuch their Meetings, (to be reckoned according 
to their Intereſt in ſuch Common Land ) to Kegulate, Improve, Manage, 
and Divide ſuch Common Land, in fuch Manner, and Proportion as 
they ſhall ſee good. : * hs 


Provided, That where the Proprietors in any Town have by any 
Vote of theirs upon Record in their Town, obliged themſelves to Att 
for the future, in any other Method in Dividing the Undivided Land 
in ſuch, Townſhips, luch Vote being the Act of ſaid Proprietors, ſhall 
be, and remain Valid, and Binding againſt fueh - Proprietors, and their 
Heirs, and the Undivided Lands referred to in ſaid Vote, Divided, 
and Held according to ſuch Vote, any thing in this Act to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. Quo ohh Ai d nns 
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Alſo Provided, That this Act, nor any thing therein Contained, ſhall 
not be taken to intend that any Power is given to any Proprietors to 
Divide, and Set out any Lands Sequeſtred for Towns Commons. 


_ 


An Act for Enabling Part of the Executors of Wills 
to Sell Lands Deviſed to be Sold, where Part 
of them Refuſe Executorſnip. 


HERE AS Lands, and Tenements are by ſome Perſons in 
. their Laſt Wills, and Teſtaments Deviſed to be Sold by their 
Executors after their Deceaſe, for payment of Debts, Legacies, or other 


Uſes. 


And whereas it ſometimes happens that Part of the Executors Named 
by ſuch Teſtator Refuſe Executorſbip; whereby it becomes very Difficult, 
if not Impratticable to Fulfil ſaid Wills: Part of ſaid Executors not 
baving ſufficient Power in the Law to Sell ſaid Lands ſo Deviſed, 
as aforeſaid. | 


For preventing all Diſputes, and Controverſies that might hereafter 
ariſe 2 the Validity of ſuch Sales: 


Be ir Enatted, Kefolved, and Declared by the Governour, Council, 
and Kepreſentatives, in General Court Rſſembled, and by the Au⸗ 
thozien of the ſaine, That all Sales of any Lands, or Tenements that 
have heretofore been made, or hereafter ſhall be made within this 
Colony by any Executor, or Executors, being Part of the Executors 
Named by ſuch. Teſtator, ſhall be as Good, and Effectual in the Law, 
Where part of the Executors Refuſe, as aforeſaid, as if thoſe who 
ſo Refuſe had Joined in the Sale of ſuch Lands, or Tenements. 

Provided, 


24 


Proprietors 
to have their 


Meetings, & c. 


A Provi/o, 


Provided alſo 


Preamble. 


Sales of L and 
good & valid 
made by Exe- 
cutors, tho® 
part of them 
do not join in 
the Sale. 


_ —-— — 2 * y 
4A 
Bn - 


ACTS AND LAWS. 


118 Due Regulation of Proprietozs Meetings. 


A Proviſo, 
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the ſame, That when, and ſo often as any 


and Occaſion thereof: Which 


Provided, This Act Extend not to Confirm any Sales of Lands, 
or Tenements made, or that ſhall be made by any Executor, or 
Executors otherwiſe than Acccrding to, and in Fulfilment of the Will 
of their Teſtator Allowed, and Approved in Court But that all 
Sales, Alienations, Act, or Acts of any Executor, or Executors tending 
to the Prejudice, or Deſtruction of the Right, of any Legatees to any 
Lands, or Tenements made otherwiſe, ſhall be, and remain Void, and 
of no Force in the Law, as they were before the making of this Act. 


1 ——— 


— 


Anno Regni Regis G E OR G I ] Decimo, 


At a General Aſſembly Held at New-Haven, on the Tenth Day of 
October, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Sever Hundred, and Twenty 
Thr te. | , ; 


An Act in Addition to an Act Made, and Paſſed in 
the General Aſſembly, in the Ninth Year of His 
Majeſty's Reign, Entituled, An AA for the better 
Eftabliſhing, and Confirmation of the Titles of Land, 
ancien iy Obtained in Townſhips according to the 
Manner, or Cuſtom heretofore uſed ; and for preventing 
Cententions about the ſame, 


HERE AS it is in ſaid Af Provided, That all ſuch 
« Proprietors of any remaining Common, or Undivided Land 
© in any Town, or Place whatſoever, or ſuch as legally Repreſent 


them, are hereby allowed to have their Meeting in ſuch reſpective 
Towns; to chooſe their Clerk, to Enter, and x= 


© Votes, &c. wy 
And Whereas there is no direction given in ſaid At for their Regular 
Calling together ſuch Proprietors Meeting. 


Jt is therefoze Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Re 
preſcntarives, in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozity of 
Five (or more) © 
Proprietors cf ſuch Common, or undivided Lands ſhall! judge 2 
Proprietors Meeting to be neceſſary, they making Application to al 
Aſſiſtant, or a Juſtice of the Peace within the County wherein ſuch 
Lands lie, for a Warrant for the calling of a Meeting of the Proprietors, 
expreſſing the Time, and Place, Occaſion, and Buſinffs of the 
Meeting: that ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice is hereby impowred to 
grant a Warrant for ſuch Meeting accordingly, directed to one of 
the Proprietors aſking the ſame z requiring ſaid Proprictors to Wan 
all the Proprietors reſiding in ſaid Town-thip, of the Time, Place, 
and Occaſion for ſaid Meeting, at leaſt fix Days before ſaid Meeting; 
And alſo to ſet up a Notification in Writing, poſted up in ſome 

ublick Place under the Hand of ſuch Aſſiſtant, or ' Juſtice, at leaſt 

wenty Days beſore ſuch Meeting, together with the Time, 
arning, and - Notification made, 
given according to ſaid Warrant, ſhall be deemed ſufficient Warning of 
a Proprietors Meeting according to ſaid Act. hob 
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And the Proprietors in any Lawful Meeting ſo Aſſembled, ſhall have 
full Power to agree upon any other Way, or Method for Warning 
their ſaid Meeting for the future, as they think fit. 


And the Proprietors Clerk ſhall take the following Oath. 


Wy Hereas you N. C. are Choſen Clerk of this Propriety, You 
Swear by the Name of the Ever-Living Gop, that you will 
Truly, and Faithfully Attend, and Execute the Place, and Office of 
a Proprietors Clerk for the ſaid Proprietors, according to your beſt 
Skill; and make Entry of all ſuch Votes as ſhall be made according 
to Law, and deliver true Copies of the ſame when they ſhall be 
Required of you, taking only your juſt Fees, So help you Gad. 


— — —— — 


An Act for preventing the Sales of the Real 
Eſtates of Heireſſcs, without their Conſent. 


HER EAS in the Fi ft Settlement of this Colony, Land was 
of Little Value, in Compariſon with what it is nau; by which 
means it became a general Cuſtom, that the Real Eſtate of any Perſon, 
which either by Deſcent, or by Will, became the Eſflate of his Daughters, 
whether they were Seiſed of it at the time of their Marriage; or whether 
it deſcended, or came to them during their Coverture, became thereby the 
Proper, and Sole Eſtate of their Huſbands, and might be by him Alienated, 
or Diſpoſed of without the Knowlege, or Conſent of ſuch Wives ; and a 
great Number of Eftates having been thus Setled, ſo remain at this Day. 
And Whereas by reaſon of the preſent Value, Uſefulneſs, and Security 
of Real Eftate, the ſuffering of ſuch a Cuſtom any longer to obtain 
would be attended with much Inconveniency, and Wrong, although for the 
time paſs'd the Cuſtom which has Obtained ought te be holden good, 


Be it thereſoze Enacted by the Eovernour, Council, and Repre- 
ſenratives, in General Court Nllembled, and by rhe Authozity of 
the ſame, That all Eſtates which have been Alienated, and Setled 
according to the ſaid Cuſtom ſhall be, and are hereby Declared to be 
Good, and Valid. 

And that for the future, any Real Eſtate, whereof any Woman at 
the time of her Marriage is Seiſed as her Eſtate of Inheritance; or 
does during ſuch Coverture become ſo, either by Deſcent, or otherwiſe, 
ſhall not be Alienable by her Huſbands Deed, without her Conſent, 
Teſtified by her Hand, and Seal to ſuch Deed, and Acknowlegement 
of the ſame before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace. 

And that all Sales, or Alienations of ſuch Eſtate, whether Abſolute, 
or Conditional, which ſhall hereafter be made without ſuch Conſent 
Witnefſed, and Acknowleged, as aforeſaid, are hereby declared, and 
made to be ipſo facto, Void. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Wife at the Time of ſuch 
Alienation of ſuch Eſtates to her belonging, did actually Refuſe to 
give her Aſſent to ſuch Sale made by her Huſband, that then ſhe ſhall 
be: underſtood, ind taken to hold the ſaid Eftate ; and neither ſhe, nor 
her Heirs ſhall be barred from Recovery of the ſame : Provided, E 
bring an Action for it within the Time limited by the Law, Entituled, 
An At ( or Ads) Concerning Poſſeſſion of Houſes, Lands, Cc. any 
Law, Uſage, or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding, 
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An act declaring the Exchange of Lands made 
by 1 or Proprietors to be Good, and 
Valid. 


HERE AS ſome Perſons have in Time paſt, moved to ſeveral 

Towns in this Colony, to Exchange Lands with them, for their 
particular Conveniency : And the Cuſtom hath been for the Town, 
in Compliance with their Motion, to uſe no other Formality therein, 
fave only to make an Entry thereof, or of the Land given by them in 
Exchange, in the Records of the Town : And ſome are, or may be ſo 
Unjuft, as to Retain, or Re-enter upon the Land propoſed by them to 
be given in Exchange, as aforeſaid, having other Lands in lieu of 
them to them Secured by the Grant, or Record of the ſaid Town, as 


aforeſaid. 
Which Injuſtice to Prevent : 


Be it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives. in 
G-ncral Court Aſſembled, and by the Aucto2 ty of the ſane, That 
whenſoever it ſhall appear on the Trial of any Caſe, that the Land 
in Controverſy was Given, or Surrendred up unto the Town, in 
Manner, as aforeſaid, and other Lands Secured to him, or them 
by Grant, and Record thereof, as aforeſaid, that he who makes Claim 
thereto, ſhall be concluded thereby, and be Eſtopped from Pleading 
any precedent Title which he had thereunto ; any Law, Uſage, or 
Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding, 


3 


Anno Regni Regis G EO RGI I, Decimo Ter tio. 


At a General Aſſembly Held at Hartford on the Eleventh Day of May, 
Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty Seven. 


An Act to prevent Frauds, Quarrels, and 
Diſturbances in Bargains, Sales, Le alcs, or other 
Alienations of Land, Oc in this Government. 


HIS Aſſembly Obſerving the growing Inconveniency on this Government 

by means of too many Taking in Hand, Bearing Up, or Upholding 

of DQuarrels, and Sides; to the Diſturbance of the Common Right, and 
the Peace, and Quiet of the good People in this Government: Whith 
tenaeth to their Impoveriſhment, by the Miſpence of Time, and Treaſurt. 


Which to Prevent 


Be it Enacted, and Declared by the EGovernour, Council, and 
Repreſentatives, in Eenrral Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozit? 
of rhe lame, That all Bargains, Sales, Leaſes, or other Alienations 
for Years, Life, Lives, or tor Ever ; or tor any other Term, or Time 
whatſoever, of any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments within this His 
Majeſty's Colony of Connecticut, whereof the Leaſor, Vendor, Grantor, 
or the Perſon that doth otherways Execute any Inſtrument in Writing 
for the Transferring any Right, or Title to any Lands, Tenements, 
or Hereditaments to another Ferſon, or Perſons, the preſent Poſe 
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thereof only Excepted, is Diſſeiſed, or Outed of the Poſſeſſion thereof, 
by the Entry. Poſſeſſion, and Improvement of any other Perſon, or 
Perſons ; or; that does Claim, or Challenge to have Right, or Title 
to any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments by Force, and Virtue of any 
Title, or Claim Aliene from, and in Oppoſition to the Title granted 
by the Royal Charter to this His Majeſty's Corporation, and not 
Warranted by the Laws of this Colony, ſhall be Null, and Void, and 
of no Effect in the Law for the Transferring, and Conveying any of 
the pretended Rights, or Titles above deſcrib d, to any Perſon, or 
Perſons whatſoever. | | | 

And be it further Enacted by the Anutho?fty afozeſaſd, For the 
more Effectual preventing the Miſchief aforeſaid, That whoſoever ſhall 
Attempt, by any Inſtrument in Writing under his hand, to Alienate 
any of the Claims or Rights, above deſcribed, in any ſuch manner as 
is above declared to be Void, and Ineffectual in the Law, or ſhall 
receive any Conveyance thereof to him, or them ; ſhall forfeit one half 
of the Value of the Lands attempted to be Alienated, as aforeſ.id. To 
be recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any Court proper to 
hear, and determine the ſame : Whereot the one half ſhall be to the 
Informer that ſhall Proſecute the ſame to Effect, and the other half 
of the penalty to the Treaſury of this Colony. | 8 


— — 


Anno Regni Regis G EO R GI] Secundi, Primo. 


At a General Aſſembly Held at Ver- Haven, on the Twelfth Day of 
Oober, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty 
Seven, | ; "v1 


An Act for Enabling the Proprietors of the 
Common, and Undivided Lands, declared by 
an Act of this Aſſembly at Hartford, in the 
Ninth Year of the Reign of King George the kirſt, 
to belong to the Proprietors, and not to the 
Towns; to make Rates to detray the neceſſary 
Charges ariſing in the Defending, Protecting, 
or Managing the ſame : Aiſo ro make F xchanges 
of ſaid Common Land for the procuring. 
Needful, and Convenient High-ways. | 


E it Enaced by the Governour Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
* Beizera! Caurt Allembled, and by the Authonty of the ſame, 
That the Proprietors of the ſaid Common, or Undivided Land in any 
Town in this Colony, are hereby fully Impowred at any of their Legal 
cetings, by their major Vote, to make a Rate, or Rates as occaſion ſhall 
require, for the defraying th. neceſſary Charges ariſing en ſaid Propriety, 
d to appoint Collectors for the gathering in the ſame z who ſhall be 
nvelted with the ſame Power as the Collectors of Town Rates are by 
w inveſted with, ard ſhall make payment of the Money by them 
ollected to the Proprietors appointing them, or to their Order, on 
the ſame Penalties, and to be under the ſame Regulations as the 
ollettors of Town Rates are. TERS OS 
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And it is further Enacted by the Nuthoꝛity afozeſaid, That the 
ſaid Proprietors, are hereby fully Impowred at their Meetings; as 
aforeſaid, to make Exchanges of any of the Common Land, for needful 
and convenient High-ways in ſaid Town, or Place, with any of the 
Proprietors, Inhabitants, or Owners of ſuch Land, as ſhall be judged 
moſt convenient, and needful by the Proprietors aforefaid, which 
Exchanges ſhall be Entred in the ſaid Proprietors Book of Records, 
and ſhall be held good, and valid to all Intents, and Purpoſcs to 
the uſe of the Perſon, or Perſons receiving the ſame, and to his and 
their Heirs, and Aſſigns for ever. And all Exchanges here- to- fore 
made for the end aforeſaid, ſhall alſo be held good and valid to all 
Intents, and Purpoſes. | 


Always Provided, That the major part of the Proprietors ( to be 
computed by their Intereſt of ſuch Common, and Undivided Land ) do 
not Proteſt againſt ſuch Exchange, and enter their Proteſt with the Clerk 
of ſuch Propriety within Forty Days after ſuch Exchange is granted. 


— — — — 


Anno Regni Regis G EO RGI] Secundi, Secundo, 


At a General Aſſembly Held at Hariford on the Eighth Day of May, 
Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty Nine. 


HERE AS the Proprietors of ſome ancient Towns in this 

Government, which were Setled before any Patents were Granted 
out to them, did agree, or accuſtom themſelves to divide the Common, 
or Undivided Lands, within their Townſhips among#t themſelves, according 
to the Methods, and the Intereſts and Proportions, as by themſelves 
were. agreed on, or conſented to; and did not grant their Lands in 
Town-Meetings, as ſome other Towns in this Colony have done, and 
bade continued to Praftiſe according to their ſaid Ancient Cuſtoms is 
the Diviſions af their Common Land from Time to Time to this Day. 


And Whereas many of the Ancient Proprietors in ſuch Townſhips, 
have Sold not only Diviſions ſo obtained, but alſo a conſiderable part of 
their Intereſts, and Proportions in ſaid Common Land, and thereby tht 
Purchaſers thereof have Obtained confiderable Eſtates to themjebues, in 


the Mamer, and Form aforeſaid. 


And Whereas ſome Doubt | hath ariſen whether the Law made May 
the” Ninth, Om Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty Three, Entituled, 
An Aﬀ for the better Eftabliſhng, and Confirmation of Titles of Lan, 
anciently Obtained in Townſhips according to the Cuſtom heretofore uſes; 
and for the preventing Contentions about the ſame, doth Effectually Quit!, 
and Confirm Titles Obtained in the Form aforeſaid. 


Whereupon à Queſtion ariſes, and is put to this Aſſembly, Namely, 


H ET H E R Diſfpoſitions of Lands made by the Proprietors of 
W any Town' in this Government, and the Divifions, and Intereſts 
Obtained in | the Form aforeſaid, be within the Equity of the AR 
aforeſaid a Confirmation of ſuch Intereſts, and Divifts ? 


RESOLY E D by this Aſembly in the Affirmative. | 


fnn2 


| © and with the Hdvice, and Conſent of the Lozds Spi: itual 
| © Temporal, and Commons, in this Preſent Patliament Allembled, 
* © andi by the Authority of the ſame, That from, and after the 
| ©, Twenty-Ninth day of September, which ſhall be in the Tear of 
Our Lord One thouſand Seven hundred and thirty two, in any 
Aon, or Suituthen Depending, or thereafter to be brought in 
| © anFiyCpurt of Laws! 2 


ACTS ANP L AW S8. 


* tt th — Bn. Ms 2 S 


Ad of Parliament about Deceaſed DebtozsTands. 23 


— — MS 


P 


Anno Regni Regis G EO RGI I ö Secundi, Sexto. 


at a General Aſſembly Held at Hartford on the Tenth Day of 
May, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Thirty 
Three. 


An Act for directing how deceaſed Debtors Lands 
may be diſpoſed of to pay their Debrs, where 
Pertonal Eſtate is not ſufficient 3 in Compliance 
to an Act of Parliament, which is alſo Recited. 


1 E R E being laid before this Aſſembly, by the Honourable the 
Governour, a Late Aft of Parliament, in the Words following, 


*Axnno Quinto GEORGIJ Szcunvn, REIS. 


& An Af for the more Eaſie Recovery of Debts in 
His Majeflys Plantations, and Colonies in 
America. 


oy HERE A 8 His Majeſty's Subjects Trading to the Britiſh 
& Plantations in America lye unier great Difficulties, for want 

« of more eaſie Methods of Proving, Recovering, and Levying Debts 
% due to them, than are now uſed in ſome of the ſaid Plantations. 
„And Whereas it will tend very much to the Retrieving ef the 


| * Credit formerly given by the Trading Subjects of Great-Britain, to the 


Natives, and Inhabitants of the ſaid ' Plantations, and to the 


| © Advancing of be Trade of this Kingdom hither, if ſuch Incon- 
| © venrences were Remedied. J ol I 


Id it therefore Pleaſe Your MA E 8 Y that it may be Enatted, 


„ And be it Enacted by the King's Wet Extellent Haj Po by, 


and 


ity,” in any of che faid Plantations for, 
or relating to aby Debt, or Account, wherein any Perſon / Refiding 
din CregieHritœin ſhall be a Party, it ſhall, and may be Lawful to, 
Wand for the Plaiutiff, or Defendant, and alſo to, and for any 
Wicpeſs to be Exæmined, or made uſe of in ſuch Action, or Suit, 
to. Vorify, ori Prove any Matter, or Thing by Affidavit; or 
*Afigayits in Writing upon Oath ; or in caſe the Perſom making 
© ſuch Affidavit; be one of the People called Quakers, then upoh his, 
Dor cher Solemp Affirmation made before any Mayor, or other "Chief 
© {Magiſtrate ofathe, City, Burrough, or Town Corporate in- Cent. 
A Rri2gifty where, of near: to which ithe Perſon making ſuch ffdavit, 
*>WoiAdfirmation!: ſhell Reſide, and: Certified, and! Tranſmitted under 
* the Common Seal of ſuch City, Burrough, or Town Corpevite 3 
Sor the Seal of the Office of ſuch Mayor, or other Chief Magiſtrate : 
in 1 e When 
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« Which Oath, and Solemn Affirmation every ſuch Mayor, and 
« Chief Magiſtrate ſhall be, and is hereby Authorized, and Impowred 
e to adminiſter. And every Affirmative, or Affirmation ſo made, 
« Certified, and Tranſmitted, ſhall in all ſuch Actions, and Suits be 
%% Allowed to be of the ſame Force, and Effect, as if the Perſon, 
* or Perſons making the ſame upon Cath, or Solemn Affirmation, 
« as aforeſaid, had A red, and Sworn, or Affirmed the matters 
„ Contained in ſuch Affidavit, or Affirmation (viva voce ) in Cpen 
* Court, or upon a Commiſſion iſſucd for the Examination of 
« Witneſſes, or of any Party in any ſuch Action, or Suit KeſpeCtively, 


« Provided, That in every ſuch Affidavit, and Affirmation, there 
& ſhall be Expreſs'd the Addition of the Party making ſuch Affidavit, 
* or Affirmation, and the particular Place of his, or her Abode. 


«« And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozefaid, That in 
all Suits now depending, or hereafter to be brought in any Court 
* of Law, or Equity, by, or in behalf of His Majeſty, His Heirs, 
and Succeflors, in any of the ſaid Plantations, for, or relating to 
« any Debt, or Account that His Majeſty, His Heirs, ard 
„ Succeſſors ſhall, and may Prove His, and I heir Debts, and Accounts, 
and Examine His, or Their Witnets, or Witneflts by Afi:davit, or 
Affirmation, in like manner as any Subject, or Subjects is, or are 


Impowred, or may do by this preſent Act. 


* Provided. always, And it is her- by further Enacted That if any Perſon 
6 3 Affidavit upon Oath, or Solemn Affirmation, as afore- 
« ſaid, ſhall: be guilty of falſcly, and wilfully Swearing, or Affirming 
«© any matter, or thing in ſuch Affidavit, or Affirmation, which if 
the ſame had been, Sworn upon an Examination in the uſual 
Form would have amounted to. wilful, and corrupt Perjury : 
Every Perſon ſo Offending, being thereof Lawfully Convicted, 
„ ſhall incur the ſame Penalties, and Forfcitures as by the Laws, 
«* and.” Statutes of this Realm are provided againſt Perſons Convicted 
e of wilful, and corrupt Perjury. 


And be ir further Enaced by the Suthozfty afozeſaiv, That 
rem, and after the ſaid T'wenty-Ninth Day of September, One 
202 —— Scvten Hundred, and Thirty Two, the Houſes, Lands, 
D Negrocs, and other Hereditaments, and Real Eſtates, ſituate, of 
+ beyjg within, any; of the ſaid Elantations, belonging to any Perſors 
e Iygebred, ſball be. Luable to, and Chargeable with all Juſto Debts, 
<< vB and Demares of what Nature, or Kind ſoever, * 


Aang che Perlon to His Majeſty, or any of His Subjeck 


ing, am may be Afle tts for the Satisfaction thereof, in Hike manher 
das Real, Eſtates are by the Law of England Liable to the Satisthction 


t Pebts due by Bond, or other Specialty ; and ſhall be Subject 
 *gtozzhe,hke Remi dits, Froccedings, 


| and Proceſs in any Court” 
n er Equity, in any of the ſaid Plantations reſpectively, fot 


© 9<4&*& Ext ending, Selling, and Diſpoſing of any ſuch 


os, Negrocs, and other Hereditaments, and Real „ towurds 
** the cisco oi fuch Debts, Duties, and Demande, and in! fle 
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AcTS AND LAWS 


Ca 


preventing Diſputes in the partition of Lands. 129 


This Aſſembly taking Notice, That although by the ſaid At of 
Parliament, Jt is Enated, ** That from, and after the Twenty- 
« ninth Day of September, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and 
« Thirty Two, the Houſes, Lands, Negroes, and other Hereditaments, 
« and Real Eſtates, ſituate, or being within any of the ſaid Plantations, 
« belonging to any Perſon Indebted, ſhall be chargeable with his 
« Debts, and ſhall be Aſſetts for the ſatisfaction thereof, and may 
« be Seiſed, Extended, Sold, or Diſpoſed of, for the jatisfying 
« Debts due by Bonds, and other Specialties, in like manner as 
« Real Eſtates are by the Law of England, and in like manner as 
« Perſonal Eſtates, in any of the ſaid Plantations Reſpectively, are 
« Seifed, Extended, Sold, or Diſpoſed of for the Satisfaction of 
« Debts. ** Yet no Method ( appearing to this Aſſembly ) being provided 
by the ſaid Statute whereby the Title to the Deceaſed Debtors Land 
may be Transferred to any other Perſon for Raifing the Monty needful 
to Anſwer ſaid Debts. | | 

Be it Enacted by the Governour, Counefl, and Reprefenratfbes, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozity of the ſame, 
That when, and ſo often as the Adminiſtrator on the Eftate of the 
ſaid deceaſed Debtor, or his Executor ſhall ſhew to this Aſſembly 
by Atteſted Copies from the Probate, that the deceaſed Debtor did 
Owe more than his Perſonal Eſtate would fatisfy, and obtain the 
Order of this Aſſembly for the Subſtituting the ſaid Atminiftrator, 
or any other Perſon whom this Aſſembly ſhall appoint to make Sale 
of ſo much of the deceaſed Debtors Lands, as by the ſaid Aſſembly 
ſhall be directed, rg or immediately ſhall be a good, and 
ſufficient Evidence in the Law, of his, or her Title to whom ſuch 


| Deed ſhall be given, 


— — . * — — — 3 ad 3 * 


An Act for the preventing Diſputes which might 


ariſe in the Partition of Lands, 


HIS Aſſembly Obſerving, that Diſputes do, or may ariſe, whereby 
4 | the Partition of Lands whereof there are many Proprietors, may 
be very much perplexed for want of a fixed, and determinate Period, 
wberein the Right, and Property of ſaid Lands are changed from 4 
Common 0 a Particular Intereſt, by means of Entries which may be 
nade thereon, either by Strangers, or any of the Proprietors in Common, 
after an agreement” to make Partition, and before the actual Surveys 
e Made, arid Recoratd' in "the ſeveral Towns where the Lands lie. 
i 4% O0. 4 XD! IV ; 

Which Incenvenience to Prevent : 

Be it Enatted by the Gdbernour, Council, and Repretentatibes, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and dy the Antho2ity ok the lame, That 


Partition of the Lands, aforeſaid, ſhall not be deemed, and looked 
upon as perfect, and compleat in the Law, until the Surveys, as 


atgreſaid, are actually Made, and Recorded, as aforeſaĩd- and tratt 


be Eſteemed as an Eſtate in Common, and Undivided in the hands 
of the Proprietors. 
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ACTS AND LAWS, 


126 County Survepoꝛs to, &c. Laſcivious Carriage, 


Anno Regni Regis G EO RGI] Secundi, Septimo, an 


At a General Aſſembly Held in New- Haven on the Eleventh Day of 1 
Odlober, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Thirty 0 
Three. | 


An At Limiting, and Directing the County 
Surveyors, reſpecting their Laying out Grants 
Ot Lands in Towns. NN fl 


E it Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in for « 
} General Courr Kflembled, and bp the Authozity of the lame, there 
County Sur- That whenſoever the Proprietors in any Town ſhall Refuſe, or Neglect 


vey ors to La; to chooſe Perſons to Lay out any Grant of Land, heretofore Obtained A 
or from the Town, or Proprietors of ſuch Town, ſince the Year of Carr 
— our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty, and not yet 

Refuſe, or Laid out; or if ſuch Perſons be choſen, and do Neglect the ſpace Y 


Neglect. of One Year, after being deſired to Lay out any of the Lands afore- what 
ſaid by the Perſon concerned, then in ſuch Caſe, and no other, the in tt 
County Surveyor of that County in which ſaid Town ſhall lye, ſhall Tan- 
( if thereunto Required ) Lay out any ſuch Grant; which Laying Trad 
out ſhall be Good, and Valid to all Intents, and Purpoſes, as it the Coun 


Committee Choſen, as aforeſaid, had Laid out the ſame. from 
| 21 42 eyery 
3 2 £650 One 
An Act for the Puniſhment of Laſcivious Carriage, I "* 
| 93 and Bebaviour. 17 
all 

Preamble. OR the preventing of Laſcivious Carriage, and Behaviour ; againf,, offer, 
and for the Puniſhment of which, ( in Regard of the Variety of or n 
Circumſtances) Particular, and Expreſs Laws cannot be Eaſily Suites, Burn! 
and Made. ſuffie 
Value 

Therefore, Law 

Tanr 


Be it Enacted. by the Governour, Councfl, and Repreſentatives. in be to 
Perſons gvity ent ral Court Nſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That Half 
of Laſcivieu the ſeveral, and reſpectwe County Courts within this Colony, ſhall WY Dye) 
— to be, and are hereby 1 and Directed to proceed againſt, and 


de Fined, or 7 ſuch Perſons as ſhall be guilty of Laſcivious Carriage, and Nc 


Impriſoned, Behaviour ; either by  uppoſing a Fine on them, or by committing. WW Leatk 
won ugh them to the Houſe of Correction, or by inflicting Corporal Puniſh- Searc! 
rection, or ment on them, according to the Nature, and Aggravation of the Offence, dwell 


Corporally and according to the Diſcretion of ſuch Court: That ſuch Seaſonable, Hide, 
Puniſhed. and Exemplary Puniſhment may be inflicted upon Offenders in that befor 
Kind, that Others may Hear, and Fear. | | 


„% 


* 


AIT TS AND Laws. 
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Keguitarnigredkcerswhomake,07wojk Leather. 12 


— 


An Act concerning Leather; and for Regulating: 


the ſeveral Artificers concerned in Working, 
or Making up the ſame. ag 


E it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, in 
) General Court ACembled, and by the Authoziry of the ſame. 
That no Butcher whatſoever, by himſelf, or any other Perſon ſhall 
gaſh, or cut any Hide, or Skin of Ox, Steer, Cow, or Calf in 
Fleaing thereof, or otherwife, whereby the ſame ſhall be Impaired, or 
Damaged, on pain of Forfeiting to the Owner the Sum of Eight-pence 
for every ſuch gaſh, or cut; and of paying the Damage occaſioned 
thereby in any fach Hide, or Skin, | 


And for the better preventing of Deceits, and Abuſes by Tanners, 
Carriers, Dreſſers, and Workers up of Leather. 


Be it further Enaced by the Nut hozlty afozeſaſd, That no Perſon 


whatſoever ſhall ſet up the Trade, or Myſtery of Tanning of Leather 
in this Colony ; Or for that End erect, or ſet up, or make any 
Tan-Vats, or other Place to Tan in; nor carry on, or ufe that 
Trade, or rf A except he do manifeſt his Skill therein to the 
County Court of County wherein he Lives, and Obtain a Licenſe 
from ſuch Court to Set up, and Manage that Trade, on pain that 
every Perſon ſo Offending ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Twenty Poands : 
One Moiety to the County Treaſury ; and the Other to him, or them 
who ſhall Proſecute the ſame to Effect. | 


That ho Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever that now doth, or hereafter 
hall Uſe the Art, Trade, or Myſtery of Tanning, ſhall at any Time 
offer, or put to Sale any kind of Leather which ſhall be Inſufficiently, 
or not Throughly Tanned ; or which hath been Over-Limed, or 
Burnt in the Bn z or which ſhall not after Tanning be well, and 
ſufficiently Dried, upon pain of Forteiting ſuch Leather, or the full 
Value of it, or ſo much thereof as by any Searcher, or Sealer of Leather 
Lawfully Appointed, and Sworn, ſhall be found —— 
Tanned, and Dried, as aforefaid : One Half of which Forfeiture 
be to the Complainer, who ſhall Proſecute to Effect; and the other 
— the Town Treaſury of that Town wherein ſuch Tanner 


Nor ſhall any Perſon uſing the ſaid Art, Trade, or Myſtery ſuffer any 
Leather Tanted | by him to go out of his Cuſtody, before ſaid Leather be 
Searched, and Sealed by the Sealer of the Town in which ſuch Tanner 
dwells, upon the penalty of Forfeiting the Sum of Three Pounds for each 
Hide, or Skin ſo diſpoſed of, or ſuffered to go out of his Cuſtody 
before Sealing ; One Half to the Complainer, as aforeſaid ; and the 
other Half to the Town Treafury of the ſaid Town, | 


That no Perſon uſing the ſaid Trade, ſhall ſet any of his Vats 


in 
Tan-hills, or other Places where the Ouſe, or Leather put therein 


t Tan, ſhall, or may take any unkind Heats ; nor ſhall put any 

er into any Hot, or Warm Ouſe whatſoever, on pain of 
Forfeiting Fourteen Pounds: To be Recovercd, as aforeſaid, for the 
Uſes aforeſaid, = . 


— — 
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128 RegulatingArtificers whomake,ozWozkLeather, 


And no Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever . ſhall cauſe, or ſuffer any, 
Leather by him, or them Tanned, to be Wrought up by any Shoes 
maker Imployed either by himſelf, or by any; other Perſon; or Perſons 
for him; nor ſhall he Work up the ſame himſelf before ſuch Leather 
be Viewed, and Sealed, as atorefaid, on penalty of Forfeiting the Sum 
of Five Pounds for every Hide, or Skin fo, as aforeſaid, by him, or, 
them Wrought, Cauſed, or Suffered to be Wrought up before Seal'ngy 
as aforeſaid : To be Recovered, as aforeſaid, to the Ules aforeſaid, * * 


And for the Effefling the Purpoſes aforeſaid. 


Be it further Enacted bp the Authozity akozeſald, That every Town 
in this Colony, where Need ſhall Require, ſhall chooſe One, or Two 
Honeſt Men, Skilful in Leather, within their Townſhip, who ſhall 
be Sworn to a faithful Diſcharge of their Truſt, Who ſhall make 
Search, and View within the Limits of their Town, as oft as they 
ſhall think it Needful, who ſhall have a Mark, or Seal prepared 
by ſuch Town for that purpoſe ; and with the ſaid Mark, or Seal 
they ſhall Seal ſuch Leather in ſaid Town as they ſhall find in all 
points Sufficient, and no other, 


That if the ſaid Searchers, or Sealers, or any of them find Lay 
Leather Sold, or offered to be Sold, or any way Diſpoſed of which 
ſnall be either Tanned, Wrought, Converted, or Uſed contrary to 
the true Intent, and Meaning of this Act, it ſhall, and may be Lawful 
for the ſaid Searchers, or Sealers, or any of them to Seiſe, or procure 
to be Seiſed all ſuch Leather, and Retain the ſame in their Cuſtody, 
until ſuch Time as the Matter be Tried by ſuch Triers, and in ſuch 
Manner as in this Act is Appointed ; THAT 1s To Say, When 
any Leather is Seiſed as being Forfeited, as aforeſaid, the Officer fo 
Seiſing the ſame, ſhall within Three Days Inform ſome Aſſiſtant, or 
Juſtice of the Peace thereof ; who ſhall forthwith Summon Four, or 
Six Men, Honeſt, and Skilful in Leather, to View the ſame in the 
Preſence of the Party, ( who ſhall have Timely Notice thereof ) 
or without him in caſe he doth not Appear : Which Men being duly 
Sworn for that purpoſe, ſhall upon their Oaths Certifie to the faid 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice the Defe& of ſuch Leather And if thereby it 
Appears the ſaid Leather is Forfeited by Virtue of this Act, the faid 


Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſhall give Judgment accordingly ; and Order the 
Diſpoſition thereof as in this Act is provided. | 


And every of the ſaid Searchers, and Sealers of Leather ſhall be, 
and are hereby Impowred, to Search for all ſuch Shoes, Boots, and 
other Ware made by Shoe-makers, or Cord-wainers as the 1aid Searchers, 
or any of them ſhall Judge, or Suſpe& to be made of inſufficient Leather; 
and upon any ſuch Search to Seiſe, and Secure all ſuch Shoes, Boots, and 
other Ware, aforeſaid, as they Find, and Judge to be made of fuch 
bad Leather: And if upon due Confideration, and Trial thereof had, 
and made by. Four, or Six Honeſt Men, Skilful in Leather, as afore- 
laid, the ſame Shoes, Boots, or other Ware ſhall be Judged, and 
Certified to be made of inſufficient Leather, then the fame ſhall by 
the Owner, or Owners thereof be Forfeited : One Third thereof do 
the Complainer, and Two Thirds to the Town Treaſury : Unleſs 
the Owner, or Owners thereof ſhall give Oath that the ſame Wares 
were made of Leather Sealed according to Law, bi 


Acd 
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And if any Searcher, or Sealer of Leather ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe 
with convenient Speed to Seal any Leather ſufficiently Tanned, Wrought, 
and Dried, according to the Intent, and true Meaning of this Act, 
having Timely Notice thereof; or ſhall Seal any Leather which ſhall 
be Inſufficient, that then every ſuch Searcher, and Sealer ſhall Forfeit for 
every ſuch Offence the Sum of Twenty Sbillings to the Uſe of the 
Town Treaſury, and anſwer all Damages ſuſtained by ſuch Neglect, 
Refuſal, or Miſ-doing : And for his Service in Sealing, as aforeſaid, 
ſhall for his Fee be allowed, and paid by the Owner for each 
Dicker of Leather he ſhall Seal, Eigbteen-pence; and for Half a 
Dicker Twelve- pence, and for a Single Hide 'Three-pence. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozfty akozeſald, That no 
Perſon, or Perſons uſing, or that ſhall uſe the Art, or Myſtery of 
Currying Leather, ſhall Burn, or Scale any Hide, or Leather in 
Currying the ſame ; but ſhall Work the ſame in all Reſpects with 
od ſafficient Liquor, both for Quantity, and Quality, ſuitable to 
the Condition of the Leather Dreſſed by him, or them, on pain of 
Forfeiting for every Offence, or At done contrary to the true Intent, 
and Meaning of this Act, the full Value of ſuch Hide, or Hides, 
or Skins Marred by his Evil Workmanſhip, 'or Handling : Which 
ſhall be Judged by Two, or more ſufficient, and ſkilful Perſons, 
Curriers, or others, under Oath given them for that purpoſe, by any 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace. 


And be it furtber Enacted by rhe Authozſty afozeſaid, That no 
Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Tranſport, or Send away out of this Colony, 
any Tanned Hides, Skins, or Leather, upon pain of Forfeiting ſuch 
Hides, Skins, or Leather, or the full Value thereof: One Third part 
to the Complainer, who ſhall proſecute to Effect; and the Reſt to the 
County Treaſury of the County where the Offence is committed. 


th 


An Act for Licenſing, and Regulating Houſes of 
Public Entertainment, or Taverns 3 and for 


Suppreſſing Unlicenſed Houſes, 
E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court ACembled, and by the Aurhozitp of the ſame, 
That the Civil Authority, Sele&-Men, Conſtables, and Grand- Jury-Men, 
in the reſpective Towns in this Colony, ſhall ſome Time in the Month of 
January, Annually, Nominate the Perſon, or Perſons whom they, or the 
Major part of them think Fit, and Suitable to Keep an Houſe, or Houſes 
ff public Entertainment in the ſaid Town, for the Enſuing Year : Which 
Nomination ſhall be ſent by them to the next County Court in that 
County ; which Court ſhall grant Licenſes to the ſaid Perſons accordingly, 
to Keep an Houſe, or Houſes of public Entertainment for the Year 
Enſuing, and to no others: Which Licenſes ſhall be of Force for One 
ear, and no more. 


But if the County Court are of the 1 that the Number 
ominated in any Town be too great, they ſhall have Liberty to leſſen 
he ſame ; and may alſo Refuſe to grant Licenſes to ſuch Perſons as 
oy ſhall, on Information, and Proof made, Judge to be wholly Unfit, 
Unqualified for ſuch Truſt, ſuch Nomination notwithſtanding. 

| 7 e 
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A Proviſe. 


Nomination 
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4 Proviſo. 
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of the County, in the Sum of Ten Pounds of eve 


Alzways. Provided, Such Court ſhall take a Bond to the Treaſurer 
ſuch Perfon to 
whom ſuch; Licenſe ſhall be granted, for the due Obſervance of all 
the Laws that are, or ſhall be made reſpecting Tavern-keepers, or 
Houſes of Public Entertainment. | 

Town be deſtitute of Civil 


And if it ſhall fo happen that any 
Authority in it at the Time of Nomination, the faid Nomination in 
ſuch Town ſhall be made by the aboveſaid Town Officers. 


Be jt further Enaced bp the Authdzity afozeſaid, ' That no Perſon, 
or Perſons Licenſed, as aforeſaid, ſhall fuffer any, either Mens Sons 
under Age, or Apprentices, Servants, or Negroes to fit Drinking in 
his, or her Houſe, or to have any Manner of Strong Drink there, 
without fpecial Order, or Allowance of their reſpective Parents, or 
Maſters ; on pain of Forfeiting the Sum of Six Sbillings for every 
ſuch Offence. | | | 

Nor ſhall any ſuch ＋ Perſon, or Perſons allow, or ſuffer 
any Heads of Families, or Single Perſons being Boarders, or Sojourner, 
or any Young Perſons, or other Inhabitants whatſoever, under the 
Government of Parents, Guardians, or Maſters, (Strangers, and Travellers 
only Excepted ) to Convene, or Meet together in Company, or 
Companies m his, or her Houſe in the Evening next following the 
Lord's Day, or any Public Day of Faſting, on pain of Forteiting 
the Sum of Forty Shillings for every ſuch Offence. 


Always Provided, That if ſuch Licenſed Perſon ſhall make it appear 
on Trial, to the Satisfaction of the Court, that he, or ſhe did at 
the Time of the Meeting of ſuch Perſons, as aboveſaid, in his, or 
her Houſe, forbid their Continuance there ; and on their Refuſal 
immediately to depart, did alſo Apply to the next Authority, ot 
Conſtable in the Place to break up ſuch Diſorderly Meetings, that 
then ſuch Licenſed Perſon, or Tavern-keeper ſhall be Excuſed from 
ſaid Penalty for that Time. 


That if any Inhabitant, or Perſon belonging to any Town fhal 
be found in any Tavern, or Licenſed Houſe in any ſuch Town, at 
any Time either in the Night next before, or the Night next after 
the Lord's Day, or after Nine of the Clock in any other Night; 
( except ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Satisfy the Authority befor 
whom they may be brought, that there was a proper Reaſon, or u 
extraordinary Occaſion for their being there at ſuch Time) and be 
thereof Convicted before ſuch Authority, ſhall incur the Penalty of 
Three Shillings. 

That the Conſtables, ( or any other Perſon having a ſpecial Warrant 
from Authority for that End) ſhall have Power; and they are each 
of them Na Impowred to Enter into, and Search any Tavern, ot 
Licenſed Houſe ; and for that End to Require Aſſiſtance, and to break 
open any Lock, or Door, as he ſhall Judge there is Occaſion ; and 
ſhall Command, and Cauſe any Inhabitant, or Perſon belonging to 
the Town where ſuch Houſe is, who ſhall be found there, contra!) 
to this Act, to depart forthwith And all ſuch Perſons as ſpal 
Refuſe to depart on a Command ſo given them, ſhall, and may be 
Arreſted % ſuch Conſtable, or Perſon having ſuch ſpecial Warrart, 
and ſafely Kept till they can be Brought before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace : And upon Conviction of the Breach of this Act, 
ſuffer the penalty of Six Shillings, © | 


Net 


ERXSTEASRESSS A 


* 


4c Tt AND LatV#s 


6 
r 


TLicenſedhoules fo: publit Eutertalnment, and &c. 131 


un _ 


Nor ſhall any Tavern-keeper ſuffer any Inhabitant of ſurh Town 
where he dwells, or coming there from any other Town, to fit 
Drinking, or Tipling in his, or her Houſe, or any of the Dependences 
thereof 3 or to continue there above the ſpace of One Hour at One 
Time, ( Travellers, Perſons upon Buſineſs, or on Extraordinary 
Occaſions there, excepted ) on the penalty of Six Shillings tor every 
ſuch Offence ſuch Tavern-keeper ſhall be guilty of. 


Be it further Enacted by the Autho!tty afozefaid, That when; 
and ſo often as the Authority, Select-Men, and Grand- Jury-Men in 
any Town ; or where there are no Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice Living in 
any Town, the Select-Men, and Grand- Jurors ſhall underſtand that 
any Perſon in ſuch Town is a Tavern-haunter, or ſpends his I ime 
Idly at any ſuch Houſe of Entertainment, they, or the major Part 
of them, ſhall at their Diſcretion, cauſe the Names of ſuch Tavern- 
haunters to be poſted at the Doors of every Tavern in the ſame 
Town, by ſetting up a Certificate under their Hand:, forbidding every 
Tavern-keeper in ſuch Town, on the Penalties contained in this AR, 
to Entertain, or ſuffer any ſuch Perſon, or Perſons therein Named, 
to have, or drink any Strong Liquor of any kind whatſoever, in, 
or about their Houſes until ſuch Authority, Select-Men, and Grand- 
Jurors ſhall agree to take off ſuch Prohibition. 


And that if any Tavern-keeper ſhall after ſuch poſting of any 
Perſons Name, and Notice thereof given by any of the ſaid Select 
Men, or Grand- Jurors, ſuffer, or permit any Perſon poſted, as afure- 
faid, to Drink any Rhum, Wine, or other Strong Liquor, in, or about 
his Houſe, or in any of the Dependences thereot, he ſhall pay as a 
Fine the Sum of Three Pounds. 


And in Caſe the Perſon, or Perſons Warned, as aforeſaid, ſhall not 
after ſuch Warning leave off, and forbear ſuch their Evil Prattices, the 
Authority ſhall cauſe ſuch Perſon, or Perſons to Appear before them, 
and demand Surety for their well Behaving therein; and in Caſe ſuch 
Perſon, or Perſons ſhall not find Sureties, as aforeſaid, then he, or 
they ſhall each One pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings ; or ſit in the Stocks 
tor the Space of Two Hours, on ſome Public Time, or Seaſon. 


Be it further Enaced by the Anthozity aforeſaid, That the 

| Conſtables, and Grand-Jururs in each Town, ſhall, and they are 
hereby Required carefully to Inſpe& all Taverns, or Licenſed Houſes 

{ In ſuch Tovn, and make due Preſentment to the Civil Authority, 
| Of all Perſons who ſhall be found Tranſgreſſing this AR, or any 
Part there»f, and alſo Warn all Tavern-keepers, or Perſons Licenſed 
to keep Public Houſes of Entertainment, to Obſcrve this Act, and 
all other Laws, reſ etling the Regulation of Licenſed Houſes, and 
that they do not Entertain any Inhabitants of the Town, where they 
dwell, contrary to Law. 
And if the ſaid Officers ſhall find that ſuch Tavern-keepers do not 
Obſerve the Laws aforeſaid, nor keep due Order, then they ſhall 
make Preſentment thereof to the next County Court in the County 
a their Firſt Sitting; and ſuch Court ſhall cauſe the Perſon fo 
Preſented forthwith to Appear before them to Anſwer to ſuch 
Preſentment : And if upon Tryal ſuch Tavern-keeper be found 
Guilry, che Court ſhall Enter up Judgment for the Forfeiture of the 
, to. be , by. 008 Pan for. 2.8 
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her due Obſervance of all the Laws reſpecting Tavern keepers, and 
for Cofts : And ſuch Perſon ſhall forthwith before ſaid Court Enter 
into a Bond of Twenty Pounds in the Tenor of the former Bond; 
which ſhall alſo be Proſecuted in like Manner, incaſe of a Forfeiture. 


And that whenſoever in a Preſentment made, as aforeſaid, it ſhall 
be Inſerted that the Perſon Preſented had been Warned, as aforeſaid, 
by ſuch Conſtable, or Grand-Jurors, ſuch Preſentment ſhall be ſufficient 
Evidence that ſuch Warning was given : And the Officers making 
ſuch Preſentment, ſhall be Ordered by ſaid Court to Attend the Trial, 
and be allowed to give Evidence for the Proof of the Diſorders 
Complained of ; and ſhall by ſaid Court be Allowed a meet Recompence 
for their Trouble, and Charge, 


Be fit further Enacted by the Authority afozeſafſd, - That no 
Tavern-keeper, or Perſon Licenſed, as aforefaid, to keep a Public 
Houſe of Entertainment, ſhall be allowed to bring any Action againſt 
any Pcrſon whatſoever, to Recover of ſuch Perſon any Sum, or Sums 
of Money, or any other Thing whatſoever, for any Kind, or Quantity 
of Drink Sold to ſuch Perſon, and Drank in ſuch Houſe ; Unleſs 
the ſame be brought within Two Days after ſuch Sale, and Drinking, 


And Whereas diverſe Diſorderly Perſons oftentimes take upon them, 
and preſume to Sell Strong Liquors by Retail in ſmall Quantities without 
Licenſe, and to keep Tipling Houſes, to the promoting of Tipling, Drunkenneſs, 


Idleneſs, and many other Immoralities ; and to the great Prejudice of 


Perſons Orderly Licenſed,' and under the Regulation of Law, for the 
Entertainment of Travellers, and Others Legally, and Orderly Requiring 


the ſame. 
Which to Prevent . 


Be ſt further Enacted by rhe Wurhoziry aforefaſd, That no Perſon, or 
Perſons whatſoever, dwelling in this Colony, ( except ſuch as have a Licenſe 
from the County Court of the County in which they Dwell, for the 
Keeping a Tavern, or Public Houſe of Entertainment, as is in this 
Act before provided) ſhall be a Common Victualler, Inholder, Taverner, 
or Seller of Wine, Beer, Ale, Cyder, or any other Strong Liquors 
privately, by a leſs Quantity than a Quart of Wine, Rhum, or other 
ſuch like Strong Liquors, or a Gallon of Metheglin, Cyder, Beer, or 
ſuch like Drink, and that Delivered, and Carried away all at One 
Time, on the 4. of forfeiting, and paying the Sum of Three 
Pounds for the Firſt Offence; and the Sum of Six Pounds for the 
Second Offence : And ſo Double for every Breach of this At he 
ſhall be Convicted of: Which Fines ſhall be Diſpoſed of, Half to 
him that Complains, and Proſecutes to Effect; and the other Half to 


the Town Treaſury. 


And it is eſpecially Recommended to thoſe who Keep Licenſed 
Houſes to proſecute the Breaches of this Paragraph of this Act. 
And when any Perſon ſhall be duly Convicted of Keeping a Tipling 


Houſe, or of Selling Strong Beer, Ale, Cyder, Perry, Metheglin, 
Wine, Rhum, or Moct Drink; or any Strong Drink whatſoever, b, 
Retail in ſmall Quantities, as aforeſaid, without Licenſe firſt had, and 
obtained, as aforeſaid, for the ſame, and ſhall be Unable to Satisfy 
the Fine impoſed by Law for ſuch Tranſgreſſion, together a — 
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Charge of Proſecution ; or ſhall not pay ſuch Fine, and Charges, and 
likewiſe give Bond for the good Behaviour, if it be a Second 
Conviction, within the ſpace of Twenty Four Hou:'s next after Sentence 
Declared, it ſhall, and may be Lawful for Two Juſtices of the Peace, 
or the Court betore whom the Conviction ſhall be, to Order ſuch 
Offender to be publickly Whipt on the Naked Body; not leſs than 
Ten, nor exceeding * Fifteen Stripes for One Offence : And to Reſtrain 
the Offender in Priſon till ſuch Fine, and Charges are paid, or the 
Corporal Puniſhment be inflicted, 


And that the Oath: of One Credible Witneſs ſhall be ſufficient 
to Convict any Perſon of Retailing Strong Liquor, as aforefaid, 
contrary to this Act; Unleſs the Perſon ſhalt in open Court poſitively, 
and plainly Aſſert, and Declare, that he is not Guilty of the Fact 


Charged upon him, 


And be it further Enacted by rhe Aurho2!ry afozeſaſd, That the 
Grand-Jury-Men in the reſpective Towns in this Colony, ſhall from 
time to time make diligent Search, and Enquiry after all . Perſons 
who are Reputed to Sell, or Vend Strong Liquor by Retail, 
in ſmall Quantities, as aforeſaid, without Licenſe, as aforeſaid obtained, 
and make Preſentment of all fuch Perfons to the next Aſſiſtant, or 
Juſtice of the Peace; which Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſhall by a proper 
Warrant Order ſuch Perſon, or Perſons fo Preſented, to Appear 
before him, and cauſe him, or them to give Bond with a Surety, 
to the Value of Ten Pounds, that he, or they will not Sell, or Vend, 
any Strong Drink by Retail, in ſmall Quantities, as aforeſaid, without 
Licenſe firſt had, and obtained, and be of good Behaviour until 
the next County Court in that County; and alſo Appear before 
the faid Court, and take up ſaid Bond, unleſs faid Court ſhall far 
eauſe to Continue the ſame z which the Court may do if they Judge 


And if any ſuch Perſon, or Perſons .ſhall Refuſe to become 
Bound, as aforeſaid, the Authority before whom he, or they ſhall 
be brought, ſhall by Mittimus commit ſuch” Perſon, or Perſons to 
the Common Goal in that County, there to remain at his, or their 
own Charge, till he, or they will give Bond, as aforeſaid. 


And that if ſuch Perſon, or Perſons giving Bond, as aforeſaid, 
mall at any Time after the giving ſuch Bond, be Preſented to the 
County Court of that —_— by 4. Grand- Jurors, on Suſpicion of 
Retailing Strong Drink in ſmall tities without Licenſe, as afore- 
Gid, fuck Preſentment ſhall be 

Evidence 
them of the Forfeiture of ſuch Bond, or Recognizance ; Unleſs he, 
or ſhe ſhall be Acquitted by a Jury of Twelve Lawful Men of the 
Neighbourhood, Declaring upon their Oaths that they believe ſuch 
Perſon is not Guilty: Which Jury the Party at his Deſire, and Charge 
may have the Liberty of. 
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An Act for the Limitation of Proſecutions in 
divers Caſes, Cwil, and Criminal, | 


E it Enacted by the Eovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

Eeneral Court Allembies, and by tre Authozup of the ſame, 
That no Perſon ſhall be Indicted, Proſecuted, Informed againſt, 
Complained of, or Compelled to anſwer before any Court, Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice of the Peace within this Colony, for the Breach of any 
penal Law, or for other Crime, or Miſdemeanour, by Reaſon whereof 
a Forfeiture belongs to any Publick Treaſury, unleſs the Indictment, 
Preſentment, Information, or Complaint, be Made, and Exhibited 
within One Year after the Offence is Committed. | 


And every ſuch Indiftment, Preſentment, Information, and Com- 
laint that is not Made, and Exhibited, as aforeſaid, within the Time 
imited for the ſame, as aforeſaid, ſhall be Void, and of none 
Effect. "26 Se 1 


Provided Always, That this Act ſhall not Extend to any Capital 
Offence; nor to any Crime that may concern Loſs of Member, or 
Baniſhment ; or any 'Treachery againſt this Colony z nor to any 
Pilfering, and Theft, the Value whereof is above Ten $hi/lings : Nor 


' ſhall it hinder any Perſon Aggrieved, or Injured by any Wrong 
done to hm, or his Wife, Children, Servants, or Eſtate, Real, or 


Perſonal ; but that every ſuch Perſon ſhall have Remedy as he might 
before this Att, any Thing therein contained notwithſtanding, 


And be jt further Enaced by. the Luthozity afozeſaſd, that no 
Suit, Proceſs, or Aion ſhall be brought on any Bond, Bill, or Note 
under Hand given for the payment of any Sum, or Sums of 
Money not having any other Condition, Contract, or Promiſe therein 
but within the ſpace of Seventeen Years next after an Action on 
the ſame ſhall. accrew.. : But from all, and every Action, Suit, or 
Proceſs after the Time,Limited, as, aforeſaid, each, and every Perſon 


| ſhall be for ever Debarred. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That Perſons over Sea, or Legally Uncapable 
to bring their Actions for their Debts aforementioned, may bring the 
lame any Time within Four Years after their coming from over Sea, 
or becoming Legally Capable to bring an Action, notwithſtanding 
the Time Limited, as aforeſaid, be Expired. 


And be it further Enacted bp the Authoziry afozeſaid, That no 
Action of Treſpaſs, nor of hy Caſe for Slander, and Defamation, 


- ſhall be brought but within Three Years after the Facts are done, 


or the Cauſe of Action doth ariſe, 
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An Act for the Direction of Liſters in their Office, 


and Duty. 


E ir Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatibes, in 
5 General Court ACembled, and by the Authozity of the lame 

hat the Liſters in the ſeveral Towns in this Colony ( being 
Sworn to a Faithful Difcharge of their Office) ſhall by Themſelves, 
or One, or more Deputed by them, ſome, Time in the Month of 
July, Annually, Warn all the Inhabitants proper to be Liſted in their 
Towns, or Precincts, or leave Notice at their Houſes, or places of 
uſual Abode, to give in their reſpective Liſts. 


And the ſaid Inhabitants being ſo Warned, ſhall give in to the 
Liſters in Writing, a true Account of all their Liſtable Polls, and of all 
their Rateable Eſtate being their Property, or belonging, to them, on 
the Twentieth of Auguſt following, at, or before the Tenth Day of 
September following ; particularly mentioning therein all ſuch Thin 
as are in this Ac hereafter expreſly Valued, Signed with their 
Names, or Marks: Which Accounts the ſaid Liſters ſhall Accept, 
Adding thereto according to their beſt Judgment, a Value for all things 
hereafter mentioned in this Act to be Liſted that are not particularly 
Valued, and make the whole into one general Lift, 


And that every Perſon, or Perſons having any Land, or Real 
Eſtate proper to be Rated in any other Town than where ſuch 
Perſon Dwells, ſhall give in to the Liſters of ſuch Town where 
ſuch Eſtat2 doth lye, a true Liſt thereof, in Manner as before 
mentioned, without any Warning given by the Liſters of the Town 
where ſuch Eſtate is liable to be Rated, as aforeſaid, or be liable to 
be Four-folded, as aforeſaid. 


That the ſaid Liſters ſhall Return the Sum Total of the Liſt unto 
the General Aſſembly in October, Annually, with a Certificate 
from the Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, or Town Clerk before whom the 
faid Liſters were Sworn, That they were Sworn to a Fai 
diſcharge of their Work, ſome Time before the Firſt of Fuly 
preceeding. 


And that every of the aforeſaid Liſters that ſhall be Negligent, 
and Fail of ſending of the Sum Total, as aforeſaid, or the Certificate, 
as aforeſaid ſhall forfeit, and pay to the Treaſury of this Colony 
the Sum of Ten Pounds. 


And that if no Sum Total of the Liſt be Returned from any 
Town, or there be no ſuch Certificate, ſuch Town ſhall be Doomed 
by, and at the Diſcretion of the Aſſembly, 


That the faid Liſters after the Riſing of the General Aſſembly in 
OZober, Annually, ſhall, and they are hereby Required carefully to 
Inſpe& the ſaid Liſt, till the Laſt Day of December following, An- 
hually, and to add Four-fold for all the Polls, and Rateable Eſtate 
they ſhall find left out of the Liſt by any particular Perſon, or Perſons, 
the Property whereof did belong unto ſuch Perſon, or Perſons on 
the Twentieth of Auguf preceeding. 


And 
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And if any Doubt thereon ſhall ariſe, the ſaid Eſtate ſhall be 


adjudg'd, or reputed the Property of the Perſon Aſſeſſed for the, 


ſame, unleſs he can ſhew it to have been the Property of ſome 
other Perſon on the ſaid Twentieth of Auguſt; and alſo Add to the 
ſaid Lifts, Four-fold for the whole Ratcable Eſtate, | and Polls of all 
ſuch as have given in no Liſts at all, as a penalty on the faid 
Inhabitants for their Neglect, who ſhail pay Rates for the ſame 
according to their Four-fold Aſſeſſments. | | 

And One Half of all Sums ariſing upon ſuch Additions, ſhall by 
the Conſtables, and other Collectors of Rates, that ſhall be made 
upon ſuch Liſts, be paid te the Liſters, as a Reward for their 
Trouble ; and the other Half ſhall be for the Uſes for which ſuch 
Rates are made, | 

And the ſaid Liſters ſhall Tranſmit the Sum Total of all the 
Additions they ſhall ſo make, to the General Aſſembly in May following, 
on pain of incuring the ſame penalty for their Neglect thereof, as 1s 
before Provided in this Act, in caſe they Neglect to ſend the Sum 
Total of the Lift to the General Court in October. 


That the faid Liſters ſhall Annually, ſome Time in the Month of 
January, deliver the Liſt of the Polls, and Rateable Eſtate to the 
nhabitants of their Town, by them made, to the Clerk of the 
Town, taking his Receipt for the ſame, upon the Penalty that every 
Liſter that refuſe, and negle& the ſame, ſhall pay to the Treaſurer 
of ſuch Town the Sum of Five Pounds ; To be Kecovercd by 
Action, Bill, Plaint, or Information. 


That when, and ſo often as any Perſon, or Perſons are Over. 
charged in their Liſt, it ſnall be the Duty of the Liſters to grant Relief 
in ſuch Caſes only where the Eſtate ſhall appear not to have belonged 
to the Perſon on the Twentieth of Auguſt preceeding, or that it wa 
not left out by him through his Wilfuineſs, or Negligence, but from 
ſufficient ground to conclude the Eſtate to be loſt ; and that ſo ſoon 
as he was ſenſible of his Duty therein, he did offer his ſaid Eſtate, 
bona fide, to the Liſters to be Entred in the public Liſt : But it 
fuch Liſters will not give juſt Relief then upon Application made 
by the aggrieved Party to an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace with 
Two of the Select-Men of the Town, ( Notifying Iwo, or more of 
the Liſters to ſhew Reaſon, ( if any they have ) why Relief ſhould 
not be granted them) they ſhall conſider the Caſe, and give ſuc 
Relief as they ſhall judge Juſt, and Reaſonable. 


That if any of the Liſters in the Reſpective Towns, ſhall forget, 
or neglect, within the Time Ordered by the Law, to demand an) 
Perſons Lift, within the Precincts whereto ſuch Liſters are appointed, 
that then in every ſuch Caſe, ſuch Liſters ſhall, and they are hereby 
Required, at any Time in the ſame Year, before the Firſt Day of 
May next following, to demand ſuch Liſt of every Perſon forgotten, 
as aforeſaid. 

And if any Perſon of whom ſuch Liſt, as aforeſaid, is demanded, 
ſhall neglect to bring in a true Liſt of his Eſtate unto the Liſters 
demanding the ſame, within Five Days after the Demand, that then 
ſuch Liſters ſhall make up a Liſt for the Perſon ſo negletting 
according to the beſt of their Diſcretion, and return the ſame 0 
the General Aſſembly : And all Perſons ſhall be accordingly Aſſeſſed 
in the ſeveral Rates to be made upon ſuch Liſt, 
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Be it kur her ©n+ceb-by the Aut oꝛſty af0reſaid. That all Male Pe ſons AV e per- 
in the ſeveral Towns in this Colony, from Sixteen Years Old to Seventy, lons fm 16 
(except the Governour, Deputy-Governour, Aſſiſtants, Miniſters of the 2 gn 
Goſpel, the Preſid-nt,and Tutors of the Collegiate-School, School-Maſters, Guv Se te 
and Students of the ollege, until the expiration of the tim tor taking their de (et in 
Se.ond Degree) ſhall be {et in the Liſt, each Perſon at Eighteen Pounds. Liſt ac 18 .. 

And all Rateable Eſtate ſhall be ſet in the ſaid Lift, as follows; Adore 
Viz Every Ox, or Steer of Four Years Old, and upwards, at Four — of 4 
Pounds per Head ; each Steer of Three Years Old, and each Cow, yea old,at4T. 
or Heifer of Three Years Old, and upward, at Three Pounds : Every te ) C<w,or 
Steer, or Heifer of Two Years Old, at Two Pounds ; Each Steer, 9.0 3, 
or Heifer of One Year Old, at One Pound. 9 
Each Horſe, or Mare of Three Years Old, and upwards, at Three Pounds: Fach Horſe, 
Ali Horſe-kind of Two Years Old, at Two Pound each ; every Horſe-kind or Mare of 3 
of One Year Old, at One Pound, ( except Troopers Horſes Freed by Law. ) year old,at 30, 

Every Swine of One Year Old, and upwards, ( Boars excepted ) at 
One Pound. | ect t : 

Each Dwelling-houſe having Three Acres of Land adjoining, the Land 4dr Kl, 
to be ſer in the Lift at Twenty Shillings per Acre; and each Dwelling- Each Hovſe 
Houſe, having Land adjoining in Leſſer Quantities, in proportion. with 3 Acres 

All the Meadow Lands in the County of Hartford, both Ploughing, ofLand, zl. & 
and Mowing, at Fifteen Shillings per Acre; except Boggy Meadow, 1 _ 
which if Mowed, at Five Shillings by the Acre. — — 
5 And all other Plough Lands within this Colony at Ten Shillings by 

e Acre. All other plow 

And all Meadow Lands, both Salt, and Freſh within the Counties Lands at — 
of New- Haven, Neu- London, Fairfield, and Windham, (except Boggy All Meadows 
Meadows) at Seven Shi/lings, and - Six-pence by the Acre: And the in Hauen N. 
Boggy Meadows if Mowed, at Five Shillings by the Acre. - Lond Ver 

Always Provided, That all Plough Lands ſhall be ſo Aſſeſſed only for that * 
Year in which the Crops are Taken off, or Separated from the ſaid Land, | 
but in the next Year following, it ſhall be Aſſeſſed as, and for Paſture 
Land, at Eight Shillings per Acre; and ſo from Year to Year till the 4 Proviſe. 
Year wherein the fai:i Land ſhall- be Ploughed for another Crop, (except | 
Lands in Common Fields not Improved) in which it ſhall be Rate- free: 
And in the Year in which the Crop is to be Taken off, or Separated 
from the ſaid Land, it ſhall be Rated at Ten Shillings, as aforeſaid. 

All Upland Paſture, either for Feeding, or Mowing, ſhall be Aſſeſſed A hupland as 
at Eight Sbillings by the Acre, excepting only ſuch Lands as are 82 per Acre 
much Overgrown with Wood, Buſhes, Briars, and the like, whereby 


| the Land becomes Unſerviceable for Paſture, which Lands ſhall be 
| Aſſeſſed at Two Shiltings per Acre. | 


All Lands Incloſtd for Improvement, either for Ploughing, or Lands Taclo- 
Feeding, -ſhall be Exempted Four Tears. ſed freeqy cars 
That all Horſe-kind, and other Creatures Rateable by Law, that are put 5 
upon any Farm in this Colony, Remote from the Towns where the Owners perſons hav- 


{ Dwell, and under the Care, . and Improvement of a Tenant ing Rateable 


there, ſhall be put into the Liſt of the Polls, and Rateable Eſtate of ſuch Etta? under” 
Tenant in the Town, or Peculiar where ſuch Farm Lieth. © - Tenant, Ge. 
And that in all other Cafes, all Horſe-kind, and other Creatures _— ca ſos 
Rateable by Law, ſhall be put into the Liſt of the Polls, and Rateabls 29s &*- 
Eſtate of the Owners thereof in the Towns where they Dwell. * with khepoll. 
And all Peculiars, or Lands not as yet laid within the Bounds of peulars Se 


any Town, thoſe Lands with the Perſons, and Eſtates thereupon, to be Aff fed 
ſhall be Aſſeſſed by the Rates of the next Town unto it; the Meaſure, by the neareſt 
or Eſtimation to be by "—_ of the Meeting - Houſes. 

| Rs 3 
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Lands put in- All Land liable by the Law to be put into the Liſts, ſhall be Entred in 
be l 2? the Liſt according to their Real Quantity within Fence, cr Improvement. 
a Ny All Ships, and other Veſſels off the Stocks, and Finiſhed fit for 
— 0 _ Sailing, ſhall be ſet in the Liſt at Fifteen Shillings per Ton, according 
dr5 s. a to their true, and juſt Burthen ; to be computed by the Carpenter's Kule. 

Ton, That all the Miniſters of the Goſpel, that now are, or hereafter 

ſhall be Setled in this Colony, during the Continuance of their 
Goſpel Mini- public Service in the Goſpel Miniſtry, ſhall have all their Eſtates lying 


ſtersExempt- in the ſame Town where they dwell, and all the Polls belonging to 


i their ſeveral Families, Exempted. h 
Alſo the F reſi- And alſo the Preſident of Yale-College for the Time being, his 
mo of ale. Eſtate ſhall be under the ſame Regulations as Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
BY As alſo in like manner ſhall all Lands in this Colony Sequeſtred to, 
pay,” „ Or Improved for Schools, and other pious Ules. 

wed c++ Be it further Enaned, That all allowed Attornies at the Lay, 


tor piousUſes , 


Allowed At- in this Government, ſhall be ſet in the Annual Liſt for their Faculty, 
ternies to be the leaſt Practitioner, the Sum of Fifty Pounds ; and the others 
Rated 30 J. in proportion according to their practice: To be Aſſeſſed at the 
for their Fa- Diſcretion of the Liſters of the Reſpective Towns where ſaid Attorney's 
culty, Sc. Live, during their Practiſing as ſuch, 

And all Traders, Tradeſmen, and Artificers ſhall be Rated in the 
All Traders, Liſt proportionable to their Gains, and Returns: In like Manner all 
& Tradeſmen Ware- Houſes, Shops, Work-Houſes, and Mills, where the Owners have 
— qa icular Improvement, or Advantage thereof, according to the beſt 
ry udgment, and Diſcretion of the Liſters. 
Perſons Lame Such Perſons who are diſabled by Sickneſs, Lameneſs, or other 
&«c.Exempr Infirmities, their Polls are Exempted. | 
Servants ang Servants, and Children who take not Wages, their Maſters, or 
Ehildren who Parents ſhall pay for them, but ſuch as take Wages ſhall pay for them- 
take Wages, to ſelves, 


pay Taxes, Ke. And the Liſters Choſen in any Town, ſhall take the Oath by 
Liſters totake Law provided for ſuch Officers, 

theOath, in 

Page And for Enabling the ſaid Liſters to Recover their Part of ile 


Four-Fold Aſſeſoments out of the Hands of the Officers Collecting the ſame. 


Be it further Enacted by the Nuthozity afozeſaid, That when any 

Conſtable, or Collector of Rates ſhall Neglett, or Refuſe to make 

Conſtables, & Payment to the Liſters of any ſuch Sum, or Sums of Money as is, 

Collectors or ſhall, become Due to them from ſuch Conſtable, or Collector 

neglecting to on Account of ſuch Four-Fold Aſſeſsments, it ſhall be Lawful for ſuch 

pay Lifter ; Liſters to make Application to the next Aon, or Juſtice * 0 

gr fart o Peace Who ſhall be, and is hereby Impowred to grant out a 

And of ps Facias againſt ſuch Conſtable, or Collector to ſhew cauſe 
liable co have (if any he hath ) why Execution ſhall not be granted out | 

a Scire Facias ſuch. Conſtable, or Collettor for levying ſuch Sum, or Sums with 

35dExecution the neceflary Charges out of ſuch Conſtables, or Colle&ors Eſtate 3 


a hes and if ſuch Conſtable or Collectors ſhall not appear according 10 
Ke ſiuch Scire Facias, before ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, or County Cours 


(according to the Value of the Action) and ſhew ſufficient Cauſe why 
Execution ſhall not be granted out, as aforeſaid, ſuch Aſſiſtant, Juſtice, 
or Court ſhall grant out Execution in due Form of Law, to Levy ſuch 
Sum, or Sums ſo Neglected to be paid, with neceſſary Charges ariſing 
1 thereon out of ſuch Conſtables, or Collectors Eſtate; or for want of 
T9 to take their Perſons, and Retain the ſame till Satisfaction be made 3 

L the ſaid Monies ſo Collected ſhall be paid to the ſaid Liſters. 2 40 
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Em 


an Act for the due Obſervation, and Keeping the 
Sabbath, or Lords Day; and for Yreventing, and 
Funiſhing Ditorders,and Prophanencſs on the ſame, 


E ic Enacted by rhe Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
B General Court Bllembled and by rhe Aurhoziry of rh: ſame, 
That all, and every Perſon, and Perſons whatſoever, ſhall, and they are 
hereby Required on the Lord's Day carefully to Apply themſelves to 
Duties of Religion, and Picty, Publickly, and Privately : And that what 
ſoever Perſon ſhall not duly Attend the public Worſhip of God on the 
Lord's Day, in ſome Congregation by Law allowed, Unleſs hindred by 
Sickneſs, or otherways Neceſſarily Detained, or Hindred, ſhall incur the 
penalty of Three Shillings tor every ſuch Offence : And beirg preſented to 
Authority for ſuch Negle#, ſhall be deemed Guilty thereof, it ſuch Perſon 
ſhall not be able to prove to the Satis faction of ſaid Authority; that he, or 
ſhe has Attended the ſaid Worſhip. 

That whatſoever Perſons ſhall on the Lord's Day, under any pretence 
whatſoever, Aſſemble themſelves together in any of the publick Meeting- 
Houſes, provided in any Town, Pariſh, or Society for the public Worthip 
of God, without the Leave, or Allowance of the Miniſter, and Congrega- 
tion for whoſe Uſe it was provided, and be thereof Convict, as aforeſaid, 
every ſuch Perſon ſhall incur the penalty of Ten Shillings tor every ſuch 
Offence, 

Nor ſhall any Perſons Negle& the public Worſhip of God in 
ſome Law ful Congregation, and Form themſelves into Seperate Com- 
panies in private Houſes, on penalty of Ten Shllings, for every ſach 
Offence each Perſon ſhall be Guilty of. 

That no Tradeſman, Artificer, Labourer, or other Perſon whatſoever, 
ſhall upon the Land, or Water, do, or exerciſe any Labour, Buſineſs, or 
Work of their Ordinary Callings, or of any other Kind whatſoever, 
(Works of Neceſſity, and Mercy only excepted ) Nor uſe any Game, 
Sport, Play, or Recreation on the Lord's Day, or Day of public Faſting, 
or Thankſgiving, or any part thereof, on pain that every Perſon ſo 
Offending, thall tor every Offence Forfeit the Sum of Ten Sbillings. 

That whatſoever Perſon ſhall be Guilty of any Rude, Prophane, 
or Unlawful Behaviour on the Lord's Day, either in Word or Action, 
by Clamorous Difcourſe ; or by Shouting, Hollowing, Screaming, 
Running, Riding, Dancing, Jumping, Blowing of Horns ; or any 
other ſuch like Rude, and Unlawtul Words, or Actions in any Houle, 
or Place ſo near to, or in any public Meeting Houſe for divine Worſhip, 
that thoſe who Meet there may be Diſturbed by ſuch Rude, and 
Prophane Behaviour, and being thereof Convict, ſhall incur the penalty 
of Forty Shillings for every ſuch Offence. 

That no Traveller, Drover, Horſe-courſer, Waggoner, Carter, Butcher, 
Higler, or any of their Servants, ſhall Travel on that Day, or ary part 
thereof; except by ſome Adverſity they are Belated, and forced to Lodge 
in the Woods, Wilderneſs, or High-ways the Night before; and in ſuch 
Caſe to Travel no farther than to the next Inn, or place of Shelter on that 
Day, upon penalty of Forfciting the Sum of Twenty Shillings. 

Nor ſhall any Perſon go from his, or her place of Abode on the 
Lord's Day, unleſs to, or from the public Worſhip of God Attended, 
or to be Attended upon, by ſuch Perſon in ſome Place allowed by Law for 
that End; or unleſs it be on ſome Work, or Buſineſs of Neceſſity, or 
Mercy then to be done, or attended upon, on the penalty of Five 
Shillings for every ſuch Offence. 
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Nor ſhall gny Perſon, or Perſons Keep, or Stay at the Outſide 
of the Meeting-Houſe during the Time of public Worſhip, (there 
being convenient Room in the Houſe ) nor Unneceſſarily Withdraw 
themſelves from the public Worſhip to go without Doors, nor 
prophane the Time by Playing, or Talking, on the penalty of Three 
Shillings for every ſuch Offence. 

That if any Heads of Families, or Single Perſons, Boarders, or 
Sojourners; or any Young Perſons under the Government of Parents, 
Guardians, or Maſters ſhall Convene, and Meet together in Company, 
or Companies in the Street, or elſewhere on the Evening next betore, 
or on the Evening next following the Lord's Day ; or on the 
Evening next following any public Day of Faſt, and be thereot 
Convict, ſhall ſuffer the penalty of Three Shillings, or Sit in the Stocks, 
not exceeding Two Hours. 

Always Provided, This Act ſhall not be Taken, or Conſtrued to 
hinder the Meetings of ſuch Perſons upon any Religious Occaſion, 


That no Inn-holder, or other Perſon Keeping any public Houſe 
of Entertainment, ſhall entertain, or ſuffer any of the Inhabitants of 
the reſpective Towns where they Dwell, or others not being Strangers, 
or Lodgers in ſuch Houſes, to abide, or remain in their Houles, 
Backſides, Gardens, Orchards, Fields, or any other of the Dependences 
thereof ; Drinking, or Idly, ſpending their Time on Saturday Night 
after Sun-ſet, or on the Lord's Day, or in the Evening following; 
upon penalty that every Perſon that ſhall be found ſo abiding 
ſpending his Time, or Drinking, ſhall forfeit the Sum of Five 
Shllings. 

And that every Tavern- Keeper ſo entertaining, or ſuffering the ſame 
ſhall forfeit, and pay the like Sum for every ſuch Offence he ſhall 
be Guilty of. 

Provided alſo, That all Preſentments, or Informations againſt any 
Perſon, or Perſons for being Guilty of any of the afore-mentioned 
Offences be made within One Month after the Commiſſion thereof, 


Be it further Enaced by the Authozity afozeſaid, That no Veſſel 
ſhall depart out of any Harbour, Port, Creek, or River within this 
Colony on the Lord's Day, without the Maſter thereof, ( upon ſome 
Emergent, or Extraordinary Occaſion ) hath ſpecial Order, or Licenſe 
from ſome Magiſtrate, or Juſtice of the Peace under his Hand ſo to 
do : Nor ſhall any Veſſel Sail, or Paſs by any Town, Pariſh, or 
Society lying on the great River, called Connecticut- River, where the 
public Worſhip of God is Maintained ; nor Weigh Anchor within Two 
Miles of ſuch Place, unleſs to get nearer thereto on the Lord's Day, 
any Time betwixt the Morning Light, and the Setting of the Sun, 
on penalty that the Maſter of every ſuch Veſſel for every ſuch Offence 
ſhall forfeit the Sum of Thirty Shillings. 


And whereas it hath been the Practice in ſome Places in this 
Colony, to ſet up Notifications on the Lord's Day, for the Warning 
of Trainings, and Meetings about ſecular Affairs. 


Which evil Practice to Prevent : 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That all ſuch 
Warnings, and Notifications which ſhall be made, ſet up, or publiſhed 
on the Lord's Day, ſhall be deemed, and they are 3 declared 
to be Illegal, and of none Effect. 
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And it ſhall. be Lawful for any Perſon, and it is hereby declared 
to be the Duty of the Grand-Jury-Men, Conſtables, and Tything- 
Men in the ſeveral Towns, and Societies, or Parithes in this Govern- 
ment to pull down, and deltroy every Written, or Printed Notifi- 
cation, or Proclamation of a Meeting about Secular Affairs that ſhall 
be fixed upon the Door, or any other part of any Meeting Houſe 
for the Worſhip of God in this Colony on the Lord's Dey; or 
on Faſt, or Thankſsgiving Days, contrary to this AR, and not ſuffer 
the ſame to abide there on. ſuch Days. 


And every Perſon who ſhall preſume to ſet up, or fix any ſuch 
Written, or Printed Notification, as above, on the Lord's Day, in 
order to be Seen, and Read on ſaid Day by the People, contrary 
to this Act, ſhall forfeit, and pay the Sum of Five Shillings for every 


ſuch Offence. 
And the more Effelually to Enforce the Execution of this A. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity akoꝛeſaid, That each 
Town in this Colony, at their Annual Town-Meetings in December, 
ſhall chooſe Two, or more Tything-Men in each Pariſh, or Society 
for divine Worſhip in ſuch Town, who ſhall be forthwith Sworn 


to a faithful Diſcharge of their Office, 


That the Grand-Jury-Men, and the ſaid Tything-Men, and Con- 
fables of each Town ſhall carefully Inſpect the Behaviour of all Perſons 


| on the Sabbath, or Lord's Day; and eſpecially between the Meetings 


for divine Worſhip on ſaid Day, whether in the place of ſuch public 
Mecting, or elſewhere : And due Preſentment make of any propha- 


nation of the Worſhip of God on the Lord's Day; or on any Day 
of public Faſt, or Thankſgiving ; and of every Breach of Sabbath 
| which they, or any of them ſhall ſee, or diſcover any Perſon to be 
| Guilty of, to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; who is 
| hereby Impowred to proceed therein according as the Nature of the 


| Offence requires. 


That each Grand-Jury-Man, Tything-Man, or Conſtable ſhall be 


Allowed Two Shillings per Diem for each Day he ſpends in proſecuting 


ſuch Offenders ; to be paid by the Perſon Offending, or the Parent, 
Guardian, or Maſter of ſuch Perſon when he is under Age : And 
all Fines impoſed for the Breach of this A& on Minors, ſhall be 


| Paid by their Parents, Guardians, or Maſters, if any be, otherwiſe 
| ſuch Minors to be diſpoſed of in Service to Anſwer the ſame. 


And upon Refuſal, or Negle& of payment of ſuch Fines, and 
Charges of Proſecution, the Offender may be Committed ; Unleſs 
he be a Minor, in which caſe Execution for the Fine, and Charge 


| ſhall go forth againſt his Parent, Guardian, or Maſter after the Expi- 
ration of One Month next after ſuch Conviction of ſuch Minor, and 


not ſooner. 


Provided, No. Perſon proſecuted on this Act ſhall be charged with 


more than for One Perſon proſecuting him for ſuch Offence. 


That whatſoever Perſon ſhall be Convicted of any Prophanation 


| of the Lord's Day, or of any Diſturbance of any Congregation allowed 
: for the . Worſhip of God, during the Time of their Aſſembling for 


or 
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142 Preventing, and Suppreſſing of Lotteries, 
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But when 
Children & 
Servants un- 
der Age 
tranſgieſs, 
their Parents, 
c. to Cor- 
rect them. Or, 
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Review al. 
lowed. 
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— 


or Attending on ſuch Worſhip, and ſhall, being Fined for ſuch Offence 
Neglect, or Refuſe to pay the ſame ; or preſent Eſtate for that 
purpoſe, the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice before whom the Convittion 
is had, may Sentence ſuch Offender to be publickly Whipt ; not 
exceeding Twenty Stripes : Reſpect being had to the Nature, and 
Aggravation of the Offence. 


But if any Children, or Servarits net of the Age of Diſcretion, 
ſhall be Convicted of ſuch Prophanation, or Diſturbance, they ſhall 
be puniſhed therefor by their Parents, Guardians, or Maſters giving 
them due Correction in the Preſence of ſome Officer, if the Authority ſo 
Appoint, and in no other way : And if ſuch Parent, Guardian, or 
Maſter ſhail Refuſe, or Neglect to give ſuch due Correction, that every 
ſuch Parent, Guardian, or Maſter ſhall incur the penalty of Three Shillings, 


And that no Delinquent, Convict on this Act ſhall be Allowed 
any Appeal, or Review, | 


And all, and every Aſſiſtant, Juſtice of the Peace, Conſtable, 
Grand- Jury-Man, and Tything-Man are hereby Required to take 
Effectual Care, and Endeavour that this Act in all the Particulars thereof 
be duly Obſerved : As alſo to Reſtrain all Perſons from Unneccfſarily 
Walking in the Streets, or Fields; Swimming in the Water, keeping 
Open their Shops, or following their Secular Occaſions, or Recreations in 
the Evening preceeding the Lord's Day, or on ſaid Day, or Evening 
following. 


* 


An Act for Preventing, and Suppreſſing of | 


Lotteries, 


E it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and AKepreſentativeg, in 

General Court ACembled, and by rhe Authozity of rhe Caine, 
That whoſoever ſhall preſume, without ſpecial Liberty from the 
General Court, to ſet up any Lottery for the Sale of Goods, or to 
Sell, Put off, or Vend any Parcel, Parcels, or Quantity of Goods, 
Monies, or other Things whatſoever, by way of Lottery ; or ſhall 
preſume by Wagers, Shooting, or any other ſuch like Way, of 
Exerciſe whatſoever, to offer to Sell, Vend, put Off, or Diſpoſe of 
any Goods, Monies, or other Things Colle&ed, or Expoſed to be 
Run at ſuch Adventures; or to ſet up Notifications to Entice People 
to Bring in, and Depoſit, or Riſque their Money, or Credit for the 
carrying on the Deſigns aforeſaid, and be duly Convifted thereof 
before any Court, or Authority proper to Try the ſame, ſhall Forfeit 
the Value of ſuch Goods, or Monies, or Things ſo Expoſed, of 
Propoſed to be Expoſed to Sale, or Drawn for : The One Halt 
thereof to him that ſhall proſecute the ſame to Effect; and the 
other Half to the County Treaſury of that County where the Offence 
ſhall be committed. | 


And all Officers, as Grand-Jurors, and others Ordered by Law to 
make Preſentment of Breaches of Law, are Directed, ( when no 
Informer, or Proſecutor appears) to make Preſentment of the Breaches 


of this 0 
e An Act 


ACTS AND LAW Ss. 


puniſhment of Lying. Alſo of Man-Slaughtecr. 43 


An Act for the Puniſhment of Lying, 


E ft Enaced by the Fovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Allemmed, and by the Authonty of the ſame, 
That every Perſon of the Age of Diſcretion; which is accounted 
Fourteen Years, who ſhall Wittingly, and Willingly Make, or Publiſh 
any Lye, which may be pernicious to the public Weal, or — 
to the Damage, or Injury of any particular Perſon, to Deceive, an 
Abuſe the People with falſe News, or Reports, and be thereof 
duly Convicted before any Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; 
ſuch Perſons ſhall be fined for the firſt Offence Ten Shillings : Or 
if unable to pay the ſame, then ſuch Perſon to fit in the Stocks, 
not exceeding Three Hours. | 

And for the Second Offence in that Kind which ſuch Perſon ſhall 
be Convicted of, ſuch Perſon ſhall be Fined Double the aforeſaid Sum; 
or if unable to pay the ſame, ſhall be Whipt on the Naked Body, 
not exceeding Ten Stripes. 

And for the Third Offence Double the Fine for the Second, or 
if the Party be unable to pay the ſame, then to be whipt as 
aforeſaid with more Stripes, not Exceeding Thirty: And yet if any 
ſuch Perſon ſhall Offend in that Kind, and be Legally Conviged 
thereof, ſuch Perſon either Male, or Female ſhall be Fined Ten Shillings 
a Time more than formerly; or if Unable to pay ſuch Fine, then 
to be Whipt, as aforeſaid, with Five Stripes more a Time than formerly; 
but not exceeding Thirty Stripes at any Time. J 

And it any Perſon under the Age of Diſcretion ſhall be Guilty 
of Lying, as aforeſaid, their Parents, Guardians, or Maſters ſhall give 
them due Correction, in the Preſence of ſome Officer, if any Magiſtrate 
ſhall fo Appoint. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That no Perſon ſhall be Barred of his Juſt 
Action of Slander, or Defamation, or otherwiſe by any proceeding 


upon this Act. 


— 


An Ac for the Puniſhment of Man-Slaughter, 
B* it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, in 


General Court Allembled, and by the Yuthozity of rhe ſame, 
hat whatſoever Perſon ſhall be Guilty of the Crime of Man- 
Slaughter, or the Wilful Killing another Perſon, without Malice 
Forethought, and be thereof Legally Conviged, by Confeſſion, or 
Verdict before any of the Superiour Courts of this Colony, ſhall 
Forfeit to the public Treaſury of this Colony all his Goods, and Chattels 
Which to him, or her belonged at the Time of committing the faid 
Crime ; and be further puniſhed by Whipping on the Naked Body, 
and be Stigmatized, or Burnt on the Hand with the Letter M on a 
hot Iron, and ſhall alſo be forever Diſabled in the Law from 
dn 8 Verdict, or Evidence in any of His Majeſty's Courts in 
this Government. 

Provided ' nevertheleſs, That if any Perſon in the Juſt, and Neceſſary 
Defence of his Life, or the Life of any other, ſhall Kill any Perſon 
attempting to Rob, or Murther in the Field, or High-way, or to 

reak into any Dwelling Houſe ; if he conceive he cannot with 
Safety of his own Perſon otherwiſe take the Felon, or Aſſailant, or 


An A 


bring him to Trial, he ſhall be holden Guiltleſs. 
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ACTS AND L AW 8. 


:44RegulatingMazriages,tpreventingunlawful,&c, 


Preamble. 


No perſons 
to be joined 
in Marriage, 
unleſs they 
are Publiſhed 
Eight Days 
before they 
are Married. 


No perſon to 
join others in 
Marriage, but 
Magiſtrates, 

Juftices,orOr- 
dain'd Miniſt. 


Penalty of 
20 l. on Ma- 
iſtrates, 

— 
Miniſters whe 
join perſons 
in Marriage, 
except they 
be fi ſt Pub- 
lied, & ob 
tain Conſent 
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Penalty of Gs, 
or beſet in the 
Stocks, on a- 
ny perſon, 
who detace, or 
pull dawn any 
Publiſhment. 


Penalty of 31. 
for the iſt Of- 
fence of any 

Man to draw 
the Affections 
of a Maid, be- 
foreLiberty,- 


Double the 
Sum effciice 


An Act for Regulating, and Orderly Celebrating 


of Marriages 3 and for preventing, and puniſhing. 


Inceſtuous, and other Unlawtul Marriages, 


'OR ASMUCH as the Ordinance of Marriage is Honourable amongſt 
all; fo it is Meet it ſhould be Orderly, and Decently Solemnized, 


Be it therefore Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Repre⸗ 
ſentatives, in General Court Aſſembled. and by rhe Aurhozity of 
the ſame, That no Perſons ſhall be Joined in Marriage before the 
Purpoſe, or Intentions of the Parties proceeding therein, hath been 
ſufficiently Publiſhed in ſome public Meeting, or Congregation on 
the Lord's Day, or on ſome public Faſt, Thankſgiving, or Lecture 
Day in the Town, Pariſh, or Society where the Parties, or either 
of them do ordinarily Reſide; or ſuch Purpoſe, or Intention be 
ſet up in fair Writing upon ſome Door, or Poſt of their Meeting- 
Houle, or Near the ſame in public View, there to ſtand, fo as it may 
be Read, Eight Days before tuch Marriage, 


That no Perſon whatſoever in this Colony, other than a Magiſtrate, 
or Juſtice of the Peace, and that within his own County, or Ordained 
Miniſter, and that only within the Town, and Society wherein he 
Dwells, and during the Time he continues in the Work of the 
Miſtry, ſhall Join any Perſons together in Marriage. 


Nor ſhall any Magiſtrate, Juſtice of the Peace, or Ordained Miniſter 
preſume to Join any Perſons together in Marriage, before the Purpoſe, 
or Intention of the Parties to be Married have been Publiſhed, as 
aforeſaid : Or before ſuch Magiſtrate, Juſtice, or Miniſter is Certified 
of the Conſent of the Parents, or Guardians, (if any be) of ſuch 


Parties, on pain of Forfeiting for every Offence ſuch Magiſtrate, Juſtice, . 


or Miniſter ſhall be Guilty of, the Sum of Twenty Pounds : One 
Moiety whereof ſhall be to him, or them who ſhall Complain of, 
and Proſecute the ſame to Effet ; and the other Moiety to the 
Treaſury of the County wherein the Offence ſhall be committed, 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall preſume to Deface, or pull 
Down any Publiſhment ſet up in Writing, as aforeſaid, before the 
Expiration of Eight Days after the Time of its being ſet up, every 
ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall be Fined the Sum of Six Sbillings, or 
be ſet in the Stocks One whole Hour. 


And whereas the Right of Di paſing of Children in Marriage belongs 
to Parents: Therefore to. Prevent Irregular Proceedings towards Mar- 
riage contrary to ſuch Right. 


Be it furcher Enacted by the Autho:\ty afozeſaid, That if any 
Man ſhall directly, or indirectly Endeavour to draw away the Affections 
of any Maid in this Colony, on pretence of Marriage, before he 
hath obtained Liberty, and Allowance from the Parents, Governours, 
or Guardians, ( if any be) of ſuch Maid, he ſhall Forfeit for the 
Firſt Offence the Sum of Five Pounds to the Party grieved. 


And for the Second Offence towards the ſame Party, Double the 
ſaid Sum. 87 1115 ob 
| n 


— 
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And for the Third Offence, up0h Information, or Complaint made 


by ſuch Parents, or Governours” to- A Affiſtunt, er Jadſtite of the 
Conviction, before ſuid Court, he ſhafl de . dt contiſue in w 
Priſon” until the next” Superior Court hall ſee Cauſe to/Releaſe him, 
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Wickedneſs, as through the Luſts of- Men often prevaili by laraſtuous, 6 
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Be eit therefore' Enacted by rhe/'Authdzſry-afozeſaid, That do Man 
Named in this Act; THAT IS TO SA YU No Man ſhall Marry G onnk 
his Grandfathers Wife, Wives Grandmother, Fathers Siſter, Mothers —— - 
Siſter, Fathers Brothers Wife, Mothers Brethers Wife, Wives Fathers Paten Na- 
Siſter, Wives Mothers Siſter, Fathers Wife, Wives. Mother y Daughter, riage. 

Wives Daughter, Sons Wife, Siſter, Brothers Wife, Wives Siſter, 
Sons Daughter, Daughters Daughter; Sons Sons Wife, Daughters 
Sons Wife, Wives Sons Daughter, Wives Daughters Daughter, 
r 1 Siſters Daugtiter, Brothers Sons Wife, Siſters 
Sons 8 f.- 9d you 1 rt 2 2 not? 


111 r Nen mne ©: Il 13. ; . 

And if any Man ſhall hereafter Marry, or have Carnal lation? tits + 
with any Woman, who is within the Degrees before Recited in this! SachMarriages 
Act, every ſuch Marriage ſhall be, and is hereby declared to be 2 
Null and Void: And all Children thar ſhall“ hereafter be Born of & 
ſuch Inceſtuous Marriage, or Copulation, ſhall be for ever diſabled 
to inherit by Deſcent, or by being generally Named in any Deed, or 
Will, by Father, or Mother. fiel, 


Peace, and giving Bond to proſetute the Offenders He mall be com“ to be Imai- 


* 
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ce 


That every Man, and Woman, who ſhall Marry, or Carnally Know 
each Other, being within any of the ces before Mentioned in this — 9s 
Act, and ſhall be Convifted thereof before His Majeſty's Superiour ih, Tlegtees 
Court of this Colony, ſuch Man, and Woman ſo Convicted, ſhall that marry. 
be ſet upon the Gallows the ſpace of One Hour with a Rope about 
each of their Necks, and the other End caſt over the Gallows; and 
in the Way from thence to the Common Goal, ſhall be ſeverely 


7 


Whipt, not exceeding Forty Stripes each. 


Alſo every Perſon ſo Offending, ſhall for ever after wear a Capital Such perſons 
Letter I of Two Inches long, and proportionable Bigneſs, cut out in to wear — 
Cloth of a contrary Colour to their Cloaths, and ſewed upon their en 


Upper 8 on the Out- ſide of their Arm, or on their Back in Back, Ge 
iew. re | 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons' Convifted, and Sentenced, as 
aforeſaid, for ſuch Offence, ſhall at any Time be found wichout penayy for 
their Letter ſo worn, during their Aboad in this Colony, they ſhall nce wearing 
by Warrant from any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, be ſaid Letter L. 
forthwith Apprehended, and Ordered to be publickly Whipt, not 
exceeding Fifteen Stripes; and ſo from time to time, Totits Quoties. 


U That 
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:46RegulatingMazriages,epreventing unlawful, &c. 


That if any Man, or Woman that are within the afore-mantioned 
Degrees of Kindred, ſhall her Marry contrary to the Intent of 
realen fer this Act; and whoſe 5 


* 4 


ny wn Void, ſhall be ſo Hardy as to Converſe together as Man, and, Wife; 
rees the or ſhall continue to Dwell in che ſame Houſe at any Time, and be 


ary, thereof Convict: Or if any Man, and Woman who {hall hereafter be 
Divorced, or their Marriage declared Null, and Void, according to 
the Law of this Colony; ſhall Cohabit, or Converſe together as Man, 
and Wife, and be thereof Convicted, all, and every ſuch Perſons 


ſhall ſuffer the Pains, and Penalties which by an Act of this Court, 


Vid. page 7. Entituled, 4 4 againft, and for the Puniſhment of Adultery, are ſet, 
and impoſed upon ſuch as ſhall be taken in Adulterx. 
The Woman 8 | 


ſoSeparared, And it ſhall be in the Power of the Superiour Court, to Aſſign 
to have a part unto any Woman : ſo; Separated, ſuch Reaſonable part of the Eſtate 
— — late of her late Huſband, as in their Diſcretion the, Circumſtances, of the 
a. Eſtate may admit 5 not exceeding One Third Part thereof. 
And whereas the Vialation of the Marriage Covenant is contrary ta 
the Command of God, and deſtrufiive to the Peace of Families. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity afo2eſaid, That if any 
ſuch whoſe Perſon, or Perſons in this Colony being Married; or who ſhall 
Marriagers HÞereafter Marry, do at any Time preſume to Marry any other Perſon, 
declaredVoig the former, or other Huſband, or Wife being Alive; or ſhall continue 
to converſe er to Live together ſo Married, that then every ſuch Offender ſhall ſuffer, 
_ toge- and be puniſhed as in caſe of Adultery : And ſuch Marriage ſhall 
be, and is hereby declared to be N and Void. 
Offenders Wich Offenders ſhall be Tried in the County where they ſhall 
where Tried, be Apprehended. in 'Y they 
Always Provided, That this Act, or any Thing therein contained, 
ſhall not extend to any Perſon, or Perſons whoſe Huſband, or Wife 
3 * ſhall be continually Remaining beyond the Seas, by the ſpace of Seven 
4 . Tears together: Or whoſe Huſband, or Wife ſhall Abſent him, or 
ber ſelf the one from the other by the ſpace of Seven Years together 
in any Part within His Majeſty's Dominions, or elſewhere, the one of 
them not knowing the other to be Living within that Time. 
Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall not extend to any Perſon, of 
— Perſons whoſe Huſband, or Wife has lately, or ſhall hereafter go 
rovided alſo. to Sea in any Ship, or other Veſſel Bound from one Port to another, 
Where the Paſſage is uſually made in Three Months Time; and ſuch 
Ship, or Veſſel has not been, or ſhall not be heard of within the ſpace 
of Three full Years next after their putting to Sea from ſuch Port; 
or ſhall only be heard of under ſuch Circumſtances, as may rather 
confirm the Opinion commonly Received of the whole Companies 
being utterly Loſt, 
But in every ſuch Caſe the Matter being laid before the Superiour 
Court, and made ſo to Appear, the Perſon whoſe Huſband, or Wife 
The caſeto, is, or ſhall be in this Manner parted from her, or him may be 
dne Superior Eſteemed, and Declared Single, and Unmarried ; and upon fuch 
Court, &s, Declaration thereof, and Liberty Obtained from the ſaid Superiour 
Court. may Lawfully Marry. again; any Thing in this Act to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 
"WA Provided alſo, 


Penalty on 


Marriage is by this Act dclared, Null, and 
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Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall not extend to any Perſon, or 
Perſons that are, or ſhall be at the Time of ſuch Marriage Divorced 
by any Sentence had, or hereafter to be had, às the, Law of this 
Colony has in that Caſe provided ; nor to any Perſon, or Perſons 
where the Former Marriage has been, or ſhall hereafter by ſuch 
Sentence had, be Declared to be Void, and of none Effect: Nor to any 
Perſon, .or Perſons for, or by Reaſon of any former Marriage had, 
or made, or hereafter to be had, or made within the Age of Conſent z 
THAT 18 To Say, The. Man Fourteen Years, and the Woman 
Twelve Years of Age. | 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaſd, That if 
any Man be found in Bed with anothers Man's Wife, the Man, and 
Woman ſo Offending, being thereof Convicted, ſhall be ſeverely 
Whipt, not exceeding Thirty Stripes ; unleſs it appears upon Trial, 
that one Party was Surpriſed, and did not Conſent, which {hall excuſe 
ſuch Party from the Puniſhment. We 


And that if any Man ſhall wear Womans Apparel ; or if any 
Woman ſhall wear Mens Apparel, and be thereof duly Convitted, 
ſuch Offenders ſhall be Corporally Puniſhed, or Fined, at the Diſcretion 
of the County Court, not exceeding Five Pounds ; for the Uſe of the 
Treaſury of the County where the Offence is committed. 


* 


An Act for Regulating Maritime Affairs. 


HERE AS through the Bleſſing of God upon this Colony, 
the Navigation, and Maritime Affairs thereof are grown to a 


| Conſiderable Intereft , the well Management whereof is of great Concern- 
ment 1% the Public Weal : And for the better Ordering the ſame, and 


that there may be Known Laws, and Rules for all Sorts of Perſons 
Imployed therein, according to their ſeveral Stations, and Capacities. 


Be ir Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, 


| in eneral Court Aſſembled, and Authoity of the ſame 
15 Ln aps... 


; That whereas there are many Times Differences between Owners of 


Ships, Ketches, Bargues, Sloops, and other Veſſels in ſetting forth their 
Jeveral Parts, whereby Damage doth accrue to the particular Concern- 


| tent of Owners; gyd if not Prevented, may be a great Obſtruftion 


o Trade wher ther e are ſeveral Owners Concerned, as 'Owners in any 
bip, Retch, Bargue, Sloop, or other Veſſel whatſoever, uſed for 
Traffick, Commerce, Fiſhing, Logg, Board, Wood, or Stone Carriage upon 
Salt, or Freſþ Mater; All ſach Owners of lefler Part ſhall be concluded 
for the Setting forth of their part, by the major part of the whole 
a ſuch Owners ſo Concluded, having Notice given them 
af the Meeting, and of ſuch Concluſion, if they be nigh Hand. 


And in caſe of any Owner Refuſing, or reaſon of Neglect, or 
Abſence, or not able to Provide for the ſing 7220 bis Part, 
The Maſter of ſuch, Ship, or Veſſel, m e up upon the Bottom 
for the ſetting forth ot the ſaid part, the which being defrayed, the 
ran of fig Income of ſuch part to be paid by the Maſter to 
a —— _ 
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MVSEVM 
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Penalty on 
Maſters not 
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Maſters to 
make parti- 
cular Agree- 
ments wich 
Stamen. 


2 *„ 


Ar. II. | | 

And in caſe of Freightment where any Owner fhall refuſe to aſſent 
to the letting out of | Ship, or Veſſel where he is Intereſted, 1uch 
Diſſenter ſhall manifeſt it by ſome public Act of Proteſt, before 
the Signing of Charty- party; except the Maſter, the reſt of the 
Owners, or both conceal from him, or them their actings, then his, 
or their proteſt after Charter party ſigned by themſelves, or agents, 
ſhall be taken for Legal Diſſent, | yet not to hinder the proceed of 
the Ship, or Veſſel, but that thoſe ſo ſending her forth, ſhall be 
liable to reſpond his part upon Enſurance, according to the cuſtom 
of Merchants ; which Enſurance is to be defaulked out of that part 
of hire due for ſuch Owners which diſſented. 


£8 C$:::145 


Whereas Maſters of Ships, or other Veſſels, have their Owners live 
part in one Country, and part in another, whereby they have in 
themſelves not only opportunity, and ſome have made uſe thereof, in 
their own perſons to repreſent the major part of the Owners in tht 
place where they come. | 


It is therefore Enacted bp the Authozity afozeſaid, That ſuch Maſter 
ſhall not be taken to have Vote in the ordering of ſuch Veſſel 
further than his own intereſt, except he make it appear to the ret 
of the Owners where he is, that he is authorized under the hands 
of ſuch owners abſent, and then he is to have Votes according to 
the proportion of parts he ſo ſtands for, and the majority of parts 
are to carry it as before Nevertheleſs it is to be underiiood, that 
any Owner hath power to make ſale of his part, either to the reſt 
of the Owners, or others, as may be moſt to his own advantage : 
And if any Maſter ſhall preſume to AR contrary hereunto, what 
damage ſhall be ſuſtained by the reſt of the Owners, the Maſter 
ſhall be liable to make good, it being duly proved againſt him. 


; er. . 
Every Maſter taking Charge as Maſter of any Ship, or other 
Veſſel, and not being ſufficient to diſcharge his Place, or that 
through negligence, or otherwiſe ſhall imbe zel the Owners, or 
Imployers Stock, or Time, or that ſhall ſuffer his men to neglect 
their due attendance on Board both by Day, and Night, eſpecall 
when, or whileſt Merchants. Goods are on Board, and that himſelf, 


or Mate be not on Board every Night to ſee Good Orders kept; 
upon defect therein, ſuch Maſter ſhall be liable to pay the damage 
that ſhall accrue by ſuch neglett, it being duly proved againſt him. 


Ss 
nnen 


For the, Maſters better ſecuring their men to them, and to Prevent 


all Coven, They ſhall make clear Agreements with their Mariners 


and Officers for their Wages ; and thoſe Agreements Enter into 3 


Book, and take the ſeveral Mens Hands thereto ; a Copy whereof, 


the Maſter as a Portlidge Bill, ſhall leave with the Owners, if Re uired 

of them hefore their ſetting Sail upon the Voyage; and al ſuch 

Agreements the Maſter ſhall make good to the Seamen, and . ſuch 

Ship, or Veſſel as they Sail in, ſhall be liable for te make good 
S Se. 3 a 
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SAZ er 
All Maſters of Greater, or Leſſer Veſſels, ſhall make due, and 
meet Proviſions of Victuals, and Drink for their Seamen, and Paſſengers 
according to the laudable Cuſtom of our Ergliþ Nation, as the 
Cuſtom, and Capacity of the places they Sail from will admit, 
upon penalty of paying damages ſuſtained for Neglect thereof, 


SECT FFE 

That no Maſter ſhall Ship any Seaman, or Mariner, that is 
Ship'd before by another Maſter, or Imployer upon a Voyage, nor 
ſhall any Seaman Ship himſelf with any other man, until he be 
diſcharged from him that Ship'd him firſt ; upon penalty of him 
that entertains him to pay one months Wages that ſuch Seaman 
agrees for, as alſo of ſuch Seaman Shipping himlelf to pay one 
months wages that he agrees for ; the halt thereof to be paid to 
the uſe of the poor of the Town, or Place where the Offence is 
committed, the other half to the Complainer, or Informer, 


SS CF, 7 

No Maſter of Ship, or Veſſel ſhall Sail into any Haven, or 
Port, except Neceſſitated thereunto by Wind, or Weather, or for 
want of Proviſion, or for Security from Pyrates, but ſuch Port as 
by Charter-party, or his Bills of Loading he is bound unto, until 
he hath delivered his Goods according to his Engagement ; and in 
Caſe any Maſter ſhall take in Goods for more ports, or places than 
one, he ſhall declare himſelf ſo to do to thoſe that freight upon 
him; and in caſe he ſhall Voluntarily go to any other Port, or 
Harbour than he is obliged to as aforeſaid, if damage to the Merchants 
Goods happen thereby, ſuch Maſter ſhall make good the ſame, it 
being duly proved againſt him. 


8 SECT. Ir. 

Any Maſter hired out, or imployed, by his Owners upon any 
Voyage, receiving advice from his Imployers, that the alteration of 
the Voyage when they are abroad may be much for their ſecurity, 
and advantage, by going to ſome other port, the Maſter ſeeing 
meet to cloſe with that advice, the Mariners ſhall not hinder his 
proceed, unleſs where any of the Seamen ſhall have made a particular 
contract with the Maſter to the contrary. 


2 Provided, That they be not carried to ſtay out above one Year, 
nor be carried to any place where they may be liable to be Preſſed 
into a Service they are not willing unto. 


Ser 
Maſters ſhall ſee their Officers, and Mariners be duly paid their 
Wages, according to agreement made with them, upon the finiſhing 
of their Voyage, without delay, or trouble ; upon penalty of paying 
Damages for Negle&, and all Coſts that the Seamen ſhall be at for 
the Recovering the ſame. 

8 Ze. XL 


Whereas many times Maſters take in Merchants Goods on Board their 
= or Veſſels upon Freight, when yet they are not meetly fitted with 
able Tackling, and Seamen, for the ſecurity of ſuch Ships, or 
Veſſels, and Goods, : 5 =" 2 
£ 
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Be it further Enacted bp the Authoziry afozeſaid, That in caſe any 
Maſter of Ship, or Veſſel, .after he hath Laden upon his Ship, or 
Veſſel any Merchants Goods to be Tranſported, ſhall, for want of 
ſufficient Ground-Tackle, (if to be had) or becauſe of want of 
ſufficient Men being on Board, come aſhoar to the damage of ſuch 
Merchants, or Freighters in their Goods, the Ship ſhall be liable to 
make good ſuch damages; and in caſe the defect appear to be in 
the Maſter, and Men both, or either; the Owners ſhall recover 
ſuch Damage from them. | 

| SECT. XII. 


Where any Ship-Maſter hath Mored his Ship, or Veſſel, none 
other ſhall come fo near to him firſt Mored, as to do him damage, 
or receive damage by him; upon the penalty of him ſo coming, 
to make good all the damage, and to be further Puniſhed, if 
wilfulneſs, or Perverſeneſs in the Action be proved againſt him. 

„. II. 

In caſe any Maſter of Ship, or Veſſel under Sail, ſhall run on 
Board any other Ship, or Veſſel at an Anchor, and damnifie him, 
the party offending, ſhall pay the damage, and ſuch Ship, or Veſſel 


as he Sails in, ſhall be liable to Arreſt for the making good the Damage: 


The Damages to be Judged by Indifferent Men appointed by the 
Judges thereof; unleſs the parties Agree amongſt themſelves, 
SECT. XIX. 

In caſe of Loſs of Goods by reaſon of Throwing ſome Over- 
board to caſe the Veſſel to ſave the Reſt, the Goods thrown Over- 
board ſhall not be done without the Maſter, and Major Part of the 
Companies Conſent ; or at leaſt of the Officers with the Maſter ; 
Which Goods ſhall be brought into an Average, and the whole Los 
to be bor'n by Ship, and Goods, and Wages in proportion that are 
ſaved + The like courſe ſhall be for cutting of Maſts, and Loſj 
thereof ; or Boats, Cables, or Anchors ; as alſo of Rigging, and Sails 
for the ſafety of the Whole; the Merchants Goods are to bear 4 
part of the Loſs. | 1 

| . 

In caſe a Ship, or Veſſel at ſetting forth proves Deficient, and gives 
over the Voyage, the Charges the Merchant bach ſuſtained in Shipping, 
and Landing his Goods, ſhall be bor'n by the Maſter, and Owners of 
ſuch Veſſel that preſumes to take Goods into an inſufficient Bottom. 
| MO et, er. AF 4. 

Any Ship, or Veſſel at Sea receiving Damage by the Maſter's, of 
Mariners Negligence, yet bringeth the Merchant's Goods home, and 


- delivereth them according to Bills of Lading, he ſhall receive his 


Freight * But if the Goods be damnified, the Maſter, or 
ſhall make good the Damage. | 
$ECT- AKI. 

If any Ship, or Veſſel in Storm ſhall break looſe, and fall upon 
another, and do her Damage for want of Ground-Tackle, the Ship 
breaking looſe, pil make good the damage: But if it appear, the 
Maſter, or Marihers, or both, are negligent of Freſhing their Hoaſe, 
or Clearing their Cables, they ſhall pay the Damage for ſuch Neglect. 

SECT. xV111. 

All Mariners being Shipt upon a Voyage, and in pay, ſhall duly 
Attend. the Service of, the Maſter's Ship, or Veſſel for he. Yor ; 
and not Abſent themſelves Day, or Night, without Leave from 

Forteuting for every Offence, the Sum of Five 


Marinen 


the Maſter, upon For 
„ AR 
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SIT T. XIA 
No Officers, or Mariners ſhall be Diſorderly, or Unruly to occaſion 
Diſtarbance in the Ship, or other Veſſel he is Shipped upon to 
hinder, or damnifie the Voyage; to be proved by the Maſter, or other 
Mariners, or both, upon penalty of paying the Damage, if able; and 
in caſe of Inability to pay, to ſuffer Corporal Puniſhment, as the 
nature of the Offence may A to the Judges: And in cafe Maſter, 
or Mariners ſhall Conceal the Offences of ſuch, and Refuſe to give 
in Evidence therein, they ſhall be Amerced, or Impriſoned, as the 

Judges ſhall ſee Meet. | 
a 2 SECT. XX. 


If any ſhall undertake the Charge of Pilot, Boatſwain, Gunner, or 
any other Office in Ship, or other Veſſel, and not be able to diſcharge 
the Duty of the Place; fuch ſhall looſe their Wages in part, or 


whole; and be further puniſhed for their Preſumption,' as the ] 
| : _C NW { ſ is 


ſhall ſee Meet. Mogi | 
FF pk enen, ’ 5-16 "EY 
All Mariners ſhall keep true Watch at Sea, or in Harbour, as the 
Maſter ſhall appoint, upon pain of forfeiting One Shilling for every 
Default, to be defaulked out of their Wages. | 2 
SECT. 111 


Any Mariner that hath entered upon a Voyage, and ſhall depart,” 


and leave the Voyage, ſhall forfeit all his Wages ; one. half to, th 
Poor, the other half to the Maſter, and Owners, and be further 
puniſhed by Imprifonment, or otherwiſe as the Caſe may be Circum- 
ſtanced; to be Judged by the Magiſtrate, or Magiſtrates which are com- 
raged to; exce © fach Seaman ſhall ſhew juſt cauſe for his ſo leaving the 
oyage, and ſhall procure an Order therefor from Authority, 
| $ ECT AA 7 | 
If any Mariner ſhall” have received any conſiderable part of his 
Wages, and ſhall Run away from the Ship, or Veſſel he belongs to, 
and decline the Service of the Maſter in the proſecution of the 
Voyage; he ſhall be purſued as a Diſobedient Run-away Servant, 
and proceeded with as ſuch an one. 280 5 ; | 
SECT. XXIF: 4 
If any Mariner ſhall entertain any Perſon, or Perſons on Board 
the Ship, or Veſſel he Sails in, without the Maſters leave; or if 
Maſters, or Mariners ſhall do it at unſeaſonable times; he, or th 


| ſhall forfeit Twenty Shillings, one half to the Poor, the other 


t the Owners, 
SECT. XIV. 
No Seaman, or Seamen, or Officer ſhall commit any Outrage 
2 the Maſter of any Ship, or Veſſel: but thoſe ſo offending 
all be ſeverely puniſhed by fine, or corporal puniſhment, as the 
faft ſhall appear to be Circumſtanced to the Judges that ſhall hear 
it, and as, they ſhall judge meet. If any Officers, or Mariners ſhall 
combine againſt the Maſter, whereby the Voyage ſhall be diverted, 
or hindred, or that damage thereby ſhall accrue to the Ship, and 
$ they ſhall be puniſhed with loſs of Wages, or otherwiſe 
a Mutineers, as the caſe may require. Sag 
S. C. T XXIFT. | 
In caſe any Ship, or Veſſel be in diſtreſs at Sea by Tempeſt 
or other accident, the Mariners ſhall do their utmoſt endeavour to 
alift the Maſter in ſaving Ship, and Goods; and not deſert him 
e apparent hazard hat by their ſtaying they may loſe their 
; * 
SECT, XX/11. 
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SAT. KXKLI, 
And in caſe of ſufferiug Shipwrecie the Mariners are without 
Diſpute upon their getting oh Shoar, to do their utmoſt Endeavour 
to ſave the Skip, or Veſſel, Tackle, and Apparel as alle the 
Merchants Goods as much as may be; out of which they ſhall 
have a meet: Compenſation for their Hazard, and Pains.: And upon 
onviſtion of Negligence therein, ſhall be puniſhed according, to the 
merit of i the I Oſtent - %%% „ Hel yori ds 
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Re. natd by the-Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſembled, and by the Aurhozirp. of rhe. ſame, 
That no Man that is neither Married, nor hath any Children, nor 
Servant; nor is a public Officer ſball keep, Houſe of himielt, without 
Ge Conſent of the Town, where he Lives, under Penalty of Twenty 


» * * 
. \ 3» i 


illings per Week. 25 26-200 4: 
That no Perſon under the Government of a Parent, Guardian, or 
Maſter ſhall be capable to make any Contract, or. Bargain, which in 
the Law ſhall be accounted Valid, unleſs the ſaid Fein be Authorized, 
or. Allowed ſq to Contract, or Bargain, by his, or her Parent, Guardian, 
That no Servant Man, or Maid, ſhall either Give, Buy, Sell, or 
Change any Commodity whatſoever, without Licence from their 
Maſter,” during the time, of their 9 under pain of fine, or 
corporal .puniſhment, as the Offence, ſhall, deſerve, by the Judgment 


of. the. Court. 


9 


And whereas ſome Stuldorn, Refrafory, and Diſcontented Servants, 
and Apprentices do ſome Times Withdraw themſelves from their Maſter; 


Service. ** SM 


Be ir therefore further. Enacted by rhe Authozity afozeſaſd, That 


whatſoever, Servants, or Apprentices. of Fifteen Years of Age, or 
Upwards, ſhall Unjuſtly Offend in that Kind, by Withdrawing, or 
Abſconding from their Maſters Service before their Covenants, or 
Term of Service are Expired, they ſhall Serve their Maſters the Treble 
Term, or Threefold the Time of their Abience in ſuch Manner. 


And when any Servant, Servants, or Apprentices ſhall Run from 

their Maſters, or ſhall Privately go away with ſuſpicion of Ill Intentions, 
it ſhall be Lawful for the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, ot 
Conſtable, and Two of the Chief Inhabitants in ſuch Town where 
no Aſſiſtant, , or Juſtice is, to Preſs Men, and Boats (if Occaſion be) 
at the public Charge, to purſue ſuch Servants, and Apprentices, / 
Sea, or Land, and to bring them back by Force. 


- That-if any Servant, or Apprentice ſhall Flee from the Tyranny, 
or Cruelty of his, or her Maſter, to the Houſe of any Inhabitant 
of the ſame Town whereto he, or ſhe belongs, ſuch Servant, ot 
2 ſhall be there Protected, and Suſtained till due Order be 

en for his, or her Relief, © | : 
. Provides, 
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Provided, Due Notice thereof be forthwith given ro his, or her 
Maſter, and to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace: Which 
Authority ſhall cauſe ſaid Maſter, and Servant, or Apprentice to come 
before him, and ſhall Reconcile them if he can; but if not, may 
according to his Diſcretion, Bind over the ſaid Maſter to the next 
County Court; and alſo Bind over ſaid Servant, or Apprentice to ſaid 
Court, or give Orders for his, or her ſafe Cuſtody in the mean Time, 
and for his, or her Appearance before faid Court : Which Court on 
Hearing the Matter, may upon Default found in the Maſter, Diſcharge 
ſuck Servant, or Apprentice from his, or her Indenture, and Service. 

And if Default be found in the Servant, or Apprentice, may Inflict 
ſuch proper Puniſhment upon him, or her as the ſaid Court in their 
Diſcretions ſhall think Fit. 


And that no Apprentice Bound for the Learning of a Trade, ſhall 
be put off by his Maſter for above a Year to any other Perſon, 
neither in the Life Time of the Maſter, nor after his Death by his 
Excecutors, or Adminiſtrators ; unleſs it be by Conſent of the Authority 
Aſſembled in ſome Court, or Two Aſſiſtants ; otherwile all, and every 
ſuch Aſſignment to be Null, and Void. | 


a. 


An Act Directing how to Proceed when it ſhall 
be Neceſſary to Build a Mecting-Houſe for 
Divine Worſhip, 


E it Enacted by rhe Governour, Conncil, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Alembled, and by the Aurhozitp-of the fame, 
That when any Pariſh, or Religious Society, Allowed to be ſuch by 
this Aſſembly; or. Eſtabliſhed, and Approved by the Laws of this 
Colony, ( thoſe only Tolerated by the Laws of this Colony, and 
Diſſenting from us, Excepted ) ſhall by their Vote, (wherein Two 
Third Parts of the. Inhabitants, Qualified by Law to Vote, and Preſent 
in. the Mecting of ſuch Pariſh, or Religious Society ) Declare it to 
be Neceſſary to Build a Meeting-Houſe ; every ſuch Yariſh, or Society 
ſhall Apply to the County Court in the County where ſuch Pariſh, 
or Society, or the greater Part thereof is Situate, to Appoint, and 
Al the Place whereon their Meeting-Houſe ſhall be Erected, and 
Bull. 37 0 
And the Coupty Courts in the Reſpective Counties, are hereby 
Authorized, and Impowred to Hear all Concerned, and take proper 
Meaſures for Afixing, ſuch Place; and to Appoint, Order, and 
hx the Place whereon theix Meeting Houſe ſhall be Ere&ed, and 
Built Vhich being Done, Concluded, and Aſcertained by the Judg- 
ment; of the County Court, in the County where ſuch Pariſh, or 
Qciety,. or the Major Part thereof is Situate; the Committee of ſuch 
anfh, or Society © ſhall forthwith give due Notice to the Pariſhioners 
to Meet at ſome ſuitable Time, and Place, to Authorize, and Appoint 
ſome Meet Perſons to be a Committee for Setting up, Building, and 
Fintthing, an Houſe proper, and fuitable for ſuch an Improvement, on 
the Place Appointed, as aforeſaid Wanne, eee \ | 
Ard which Meeting the faid Society ſhall proceed to Grant, and 
Levy a Tax on the Inhabitants of ſuch- Pariſh 3 to be Collected, and 
Paid to the ſaid Committee, to Enable them to go forward with the 
laid Building. : 
X And 
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Pr eamble, 


— 2 


And the Clerk of the Pariſh, or Society ſhall keep the Account 
of their Diſburſements : And every ſuch Clerk ſhall Certify the 
County Court which gave ſuch Order, the Doings of the Society at their 
next Seſſions after Fixing the Place, as aforeſaid ; as alſo the Progreſs 
of the Committee in Building, ſuch Houſe, to each County Court in 
the County at their Stated Seſſions till the Houſe be Finiſhed. 

And for every Neglect of his Duty therein, ſhall incur the Penalty 
of Two Pounds to the County Treaſury in ſuch County: To be 
Recovered of ſuch Clerk before the County Court in the County 
where the Society is Situate ; by Action, Bill, Plaint, or otherwiſe, 
as the Law will Allow : In which Caſe no Review ſhall be admitted, 


Be it further Enaced by rhe Authority afozeſaid, That if che 
County Court in ſuch County do find by the Clerks Certificate, that 
the Inhabitants of ſuch Society do not proceed to Set up, and Finiſh 
a Meeting-Houſe at the Place Appointed, as aforeſaid, and Certiiy 
the ſame to this Aſſembly ; this Aſſembly will Aﬀets, and Levy 
upon ſuch Society, from Time to Time ſuch Sum, and Sums ot 
Money, as may be Needful to Set up, and Finiſh ſuch Meecting- 
Houſe : Which ſhall be by Order of this Aſſembly accordingly 
Improved. | 

And every ſuch Sum of Money ſhall be by the Treaſurer of the 
Colony Added to the public Tax of the Society, and Gathered as a 
Part of the public Tax by the Conſtable who Gathers the Country 
Rate, and Paid into the public Treafury ; to be Re-imburſed for 
the Uſe aforeſaid : Who ſhall by Order of this Aſſembly deliver the 
lame 2 ſuch Perſon, or Perſons as by this Aſſembly fhall be Ap- 
pointed. | 

And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That i 
ſhall not be Lawful for any of the Societies aforeſaid, or for any part of 
ſuch Society to build, or ſet up any Meeting-Houſe for religious 
Worſhip, without procuring the County Court in the County where 
ſuch Society is Situate, firſt to Aſcertain the Place for it, as in this 


Act is limited, and provided. | 


And whoſoever ſhall Tranſgreſs this Order, ſhall incur the Penalty 
of Forty Pounds to the Treaſury of ſuch County : To be Recovered 
before the County Court in the County where the Tranſgrefſion i 
committed. 1 

And the Proceedings in Setling, and Affixing ſuch Meeting 
Houſe-Place, ſhall be at the Charge of the Pariſh or Society where 
ſuch Houſe is needed: And ſuch County Court ſhall be allowed 


Fees for their Judgment thereon, as in the Trial of other Cauſes, 


An Act for preſerving due Order in Town- 
Meetings, Society- Meetings, and in the Meetings 
of other Communities; and for preventing 
Tumults therein. 5 © 


NH E R E A 8.the Peace, and good Order of Towns, Societies, 
and other Communities do very much depend on their Peaceab\), 


and Orderly Carrying on, and Managing their A Fairs in their Meetings, and 
their Regularly Proceeding therein. 2 i 


Therefore, Be 
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the 


a 


Be it Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Rep:cſentativeg, 
in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Autho2!ty of the lame, 
That when any Town, Society, or Proprietors Meeting; or the 
Meeting of any other Community is Lawfully Aſſembled, if any Perſon, 
or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall in ſuch Meeting, or Aſſembly, by Tu- 
multuous Noiſe, Quarrelling ; or by any Unlawful A& Diſturb ſuch 
Meeting, or Hinder the Members thereof from proceeding in an Orderly, 
and Peaceable Manner to the Choice of their Moderator, or after the 
Choice of ſuch Moderator, ſhall Vilify, or Abuſe him, or Interrupt 
him in the Diſcharge of his Truſt ; or after he hath commanded Silence 
in ſuch Meeting, ſhall Speak in the Meeting to the Diſturbance 
of the Buſineſs of the Meeting, without the Moderator's Leave firſt had, 
and obtained, ( Unleſs it be to Aſk Reaſonable Liberty to Speak ) ſuch 
Perſon, or Perſons ſo Offending in any of the Particulars above 
Mentioned, contrary to the Intent of this Act, ſhall for every ſuch 
Offence forfeit, and pay a Fine of Five Shillings to the Treaſurer of 
the Town where the Offence is committed, 


All Offences againſt this Act to be Heard, and Determined by any 
One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace Unleſs the Offence be 
Aggravated by ſome Notorious Breach of Peace; in which caſe the 
Offenders ſhall be Bound over by ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice to the 
next County Court to Anſwer for ſuch Offence : Which Court may 
impoſe ſuch Fine as the Aggravations of the Offence, in their Judg- 
ment deſerves z not exceeding Ten Pounds. 


And that no ſuch Meeting ſhall be Adjourned, but by the Major 
Part of the Members preſent. 


— — 


An Act for Forming, and Regulating the Militia 3 
and for the Encouragement of Military Skill 
for the better Defence of this Colony, 


DE ir Enacted by the Fovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
Ceneral Court Allembled, and by rhe Aurhozicy of the ſame, 
hat the Governour of this Colony for the Time | Wow ſhall be 
Captain General, and Commander in Chief ; and the Deputy-Governour 
lor the Time being, ſhall be Lieutenant General of, and over all the 
Military Forces within this Colony, 


Tlat all the Military Companies in this Colony ſhall be Formed 


into Regiments, as followeth; Vix. 


The Companies in the Towns of Hartford, Windſor, Symſbury, 
Bolton, Tolland, Harwinton, Torrington, New- Hartford, Barkhempſted, 
Hartland, Colebrook, Wincheſter, and the firſt Society in Farmington, 
be, and are hereby Made, and Declared to be One Entire, and 
Diſtin&t Regiment; and ſhall be Diſtinguiſhed, and Called by the 
Name of the Firſt Regiment. 


- The Military Companies in the Towns of New-Haven, Milford, 


Branford, and Derby ſhall be One Entire Regiment ; and ſhall be 
Diſtinguiſhed, and Called by the Name of the Second Regiment. 
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The Military Companies in the Towns of New-London, Norwich, 


and Lyme ſhall be One Entire Regiment; and ſhall be Diſtinguiſhed, 


and Called by the Name of the Third Regiment, 


The Military Cempanies of the Towns of Fairfeld, Stratford, 
Danbury, and New-Town ſhall be One Entire Regiment ; Diſtinguiſhed, 
and Called by the Name of the Fourth Regiment. 


The Military Companies in the Towns of Windham, Mansfield, 
Coventry, Afpford, Willington, Stafford, and Union ſhall be One Entire 
Regiment; Diſtinguiſhed, and Called by the Name of the Fifth 
Regiment. | 

The Military Companies in the Towns of WVethergfeld, Middletown, 
and Glaſſenbury, and in the Pariſh of Ker/ington, ſhall be One Entire 
Regiment ; Diſtinguiſhed, and Called by the Name of the Sixth 
Regiment. | | 

The Military Companies in the Towns of Say- Brook, Guilferd, 
Killingworth, and Haddam ſhall be One Entire Regiment ; Diſtinguiſhed, 
and Called by the Name of the Seventh Regiment. A 

The Military Companies in the Towns of Stonington, Preſton, and 
Groton, ſhall be' One Entire Regiment ; Diſtinguiſhed, and Called 
by the Name of the Eighth Regiment. | 


The Military Companies in the Towns of Norwa/k, Stanford, 
Greenwich, and Ridę field ſhall be One Entire Regiment; Diſtinguiſhed, 
and Called by the Name of the Ninth Regiment. 


The Military Companies in the Towns of Wallingford, Waterbury, 
and Durham, and the Pariſh of Southington ſhall be One Entire 
Regiment ; Diſtinguiſhed, and Called by the Name of the Tenth 
Regiment. 

The Military Companies in the Towns of Plainfield, Canterbury, 
Pomphret, Killingly, and Yolentown ſhall be One Entire Regiment; 
Diſtinguiſhed, and Called by the Name of the Eleventh Regiment, 


The Military Companies in the Towns of Lebanon, Colcheſter, Hebron, 
and Eaſt-Haddam ſhall be One Entire Regiment; Diſtinguiſhed, and 
Called by the Name of the Twelfth Regiment. 


And the Military Companies in the Towns of Woodbury, New- 
Milford, Litchfield, Kent, Cornwall, Goſhen, Canaan, Norfolk, Saliſbury, 
Sharon, and ew Fairfels, ſhall be One Entire Regiment; Diſtinguiſhed, 

ame of the Thirteenth Regiment. 


That where, by the aforeſaid Diviſion, or by any Diviſion 
which ſhall hereafter be made, it ſhall ſo happen that any of the 
ſaid Military Companies ſhall be Divided, and put Part into one 
Regiment, and Part into another Regiment; in ſuch Caſe the Minor 
Part of ſuch Company ſhall belong to that Regiment to which the 
Major Part of the Company doth belong. | 


That there ſhall be in each Regiment from Time to Time, Appel 
by the General * Aſſembly, a Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, and Mapor, 


Time being 


who ſhall be Commiſſioned by the Governour of this Colony for the 
4. | That 
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That the Colonel, or Chief Officer of each Regiment, as often as 
he ſhall ſee Cauſe, ſhall Require the Captain, or Chief Officer of each 
Company in his Regiment, to Meet at fuch Time, and Place as he 
ſhall Appolot, to Confer with them, and give in Charge ſuch Orders 
as ſhall by them, or the major part of them, be Judged Meet for the 
better Ordering Military Affairs, and promoting Military Skill, and 
Diſcipline in ſaid Regiment. 

And the ſaid Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major of each Regi- 
ment are hereby Impowred, and Directed to Dignify the ſeveral 
Companies belonging to their Reſpective Regiments. 

That the Colonel, or Chief Military. Officer of each Regiment is 
hereby Authorized, and Required to Muſter together the ſeveral Com- 
panies in his Regiment, or ſuch a Number of them as he ſhall Judge 
proper, Once in Four Years, for Regimental Exerciſe : Which Muſters 
the ſeveral Captains, or Chicf Officers of ſaid Companies are Required 
to Attend with their Companies, on the Penalty of Five Pounds. 

Which ſaid Penalty ſhall be Diſtrained by Warrant from the Chief 
Officer of ſaid Regiment, directed to either of the Conſtables of the 
Town in which ſaid Captain, or Chief Officer of ſuch Company 
dwells ; and to be paid in to the Treaſury of ſaid Town. 


Be it further Enacted by rhe Authority afozeſaid, That all Male 
Perſons from Sixteen Years of Age to Fifty, ſhall bear Arms, and 
duly Attend all Muſters, and Military Exerciſes, of the Reſpettive 
Troops, and Companies where they are Inliſted, or do Belong, 
(Except Aſſiſtants, Juſtices of the Peace, the Secretary, Church 
Officers, the Preſident, Tutors, and Students at the Collegiate School, 
Maſters of Art, Allowed Phyſicians, and Surgeons, Reprelentatives, 
or Deputies for the Time being, School-Maſters, Attornies at Law, 
One Miller to each Griſt-Mill, conſtant Herdſmen, Mariners who make 
it their conſtant Buſineſs to go to Sea, Sheriffs, and Conſtables for the 
Time being, conſtant Ferry-men, Lame Perſons, or Others Diſabled 


in Body producing a Certificate thereof from Two able Phyſicians, or 


Surgeons, to the acceptance of the Two Chief Officers of the 
Company whereto the Perſons ſeeking Diſmiſſion appertains ; or of 
the Chief Officer of the Regiment to which ſuch Company belongs, 
and [ndians, and Negroes. ) 

And every Perſon Liſted in any Troop, or Company ſhall fo 
Continue, and Attend all Duty in ſuch Troop, or GC z or 
otherwiſe ſuffer the Penalty hereafter provided, until Orderly Diſmiſſed, 
or Removed out of the Town, or Precinct : And in caſe of Removal 
into the Precinct of another Company in the ſame Town, to produce 
a Certificate under the Hand of the Chief Officer of the Company in 
the Precin& 'where he is Removed, that he is Liſted there. 


That every Liſted Souldier, and other Houſe-Holder, ( except 
Troopers ) ſhall always be Provided with, and have in continual 
Readineſs, a Well-fixed Firelock, the Barrel not leſs than Three 
Feet, and a Half long, or other good Fire-Arms, to the ſatisfaction 
of the Commiſſion Officers of the Company to which he doth belong, 
or in the Limits of which he dwells, a good Sword, or Cutlals, 
a Worm, Primer, and Priming-wire fit for his Gun, a Cartridge» 
box, One Pound of good Powder, Four Pounds of Bullets fit for 
his Gun, and Twelve Flints, on penalty of Three Shillings for want 
of ſuch Arms, and Ammunition, as is hereby Required, and One 
Shilling . for each Defect; and the like Sum, or Sums for every 
Four Weeks he ſhall remain Unprovided, © 2 8 1 
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That every Trooper ſhall always be provided with a good ſerviceable 
Horſe, not leſs than Fourteen Hands High, to the Acceptance of 
the Two Chief Commiſſion Officers of the Troop to which he belongs, 
covered with a good Saddle, with Houſing, and other proper Fur- 
niture thereto, Bitt, Bridle, and Holſters ; and furniſhed with a Carbine, 
the Barrel not leſs than Two Feet, and Half Long, with a Belt, and 
Swivel, a Caſe of good Piſtols, a Sword, or Cutlaſs, a Flaſk, or 
Cartouch-Box, one Pound of good Powder, Three Pounds of fizeable 
Bullets, Twenty Flints, a good pair of Boots, and Spurs; on Penalty 
of Four Shillings, and Six-pence for want of ſuch Horſe as is hereby 
Ordered ; and One Shilling for each other Defect : And the like Sum 
for every Six Weeks he ſhall remain Unprovided. 

And that each Trooper Liſt his Horſe, and ſhall not Diſpoſe 


thereof without the Conſent of the Chief Officer ; on Penalty of | 


Forty Shillings. 

And for Non-Appearance at the Time, and Place appointed for 
Exerciſe, every Liſted Trooper ſhall pay a Fine of Four Shillings tor 
each Days Neglect. 

That each Company, or Troop ſhall Chooſe ſome ſuitable Perſon 
to be Clerk, who ſhall be Sworn to a faithful Diſcharge of his 
Office, before ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, in the 
Words following, Viz. 


you do Swear truly to perform the Office of a Clerk of the 

Military Company under the Command of A. B. to the utmoſt 
of your Skill, and Power, in all things Appertaining to ſaid 
Office according to Law. So help you God. 


And every Clerk ſo Choſen, and Sworn, ſhall give his Attendance 
in the Field with his Sword by his Side on every of the Muſter, 
or Training-Days, by his Captain, or Chief Officer appointed to 
call over the Roll of the Soldiers, and to take Notice of their Defects, 
by their Abſence, or Otherwiſe. ; 


And every ſuch Clerk ſhall take an exact Liſt of all the Soldiers 
within his Limits, Twice in every Year at leaſt, and deliver to 
the Captain or Chief Officer of the Company of which he is Clerk, 
a true Copy of ſuch Liſt Twice in every Year, if thereto Required, 
and - alſo deliver a true, and exact Account of the number of Officers 
and Soldiers contained in his Liſt to the Colonel, or Chief Officer 
of the Regiment to which ſaid Company belongs, under his Hand, 
and Teſt, as Clerk, ſome time in the Month of September, Annually, 
and oftner if by ſuch Chief Officer required, on penalty of Forfeiting 
the Sum of Ten Shillings for every ſuch Neglect to the uſe of the 
Company, or Troop to which he belongs: Which Fine ſhall be 
Levied by Diſtreſs, and Sale of the Offenders Goods, by Warrant 
from the Chief Officers of ſaid Company, or Troop directed to the 


Conſtable of the Town in which ſaid Clerk Dwells. 


And to Exe- 
eute all law- 


ful Warrants, 
e. 


And every ſuch Clerk is hereby Authorized, and Required to 
Execute all Lawful Warrants by his Superiour Officers to him directed, 
for the levying any Fine, or Fines, on Delinquents, together with 
the neceſſary Charges ariſing thereon; being by virtue of ſuch 
Warrants as fully Impowred thereto as Conſtables are in other Caſes, 
and ſhall have the ſame Fees, and ſhall account for ſuch Fines £9 
the Chief Officer of the Company whereto he belongs. 


That 
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That in every Train-band where there are Sixty Four Souldiers 
beſides Officers, there ſhall be a Captain, Lieutenant, Enſign, and 
Four Serjcants; and where there are Thirty Two Souldicrs, there 
ſhall be a Licutenant, and Enſign, and Two Serjeants; and where 
there are but Twenty Four Souldiers, there ſhall be but Two Serjeants, 
which Officers the reſpective Companies have liberty to Nominate. 


And all ſuch as are by Law obliged to keep Arms, ſhall be 
Notified of, and have liberty to Vote in the Choice of ſu h Commiſſion 
Officers : And all Commiſſion Officers ſhall be Eſtabliſhed by the 
General Court. 

And where there ſhall be in any Company a ſufficient Number 
of Souldiers for Two Companies, and where there are Two Companies 
that have a ſufficient Number of Souldiers for Three Companies, the 
Colonel, or Chief Officer of the Regiment to which ſuch Company, or 
Companies belong, ſhall with the Advice of the Commiſſion Officers 
of ſuch Company, or Companies, Fix, and Eſtabliſh a Line, or Lines by 
which ſaid Company, or Companics ſhall be Divided, and to which 
the Power of the Chiet Officers in ſuch Diviſion ſhall Extend. 


That the Chief Commiſſion Officer of each Company, and Troop 
ſhall appoint the Days of Training, and Trooping, and the Souldiers 
ſhall have Three Days Warning, which Warning ſhall be given by 
the Clerks of the Reſpettive Bands, and Troops, or by ſome other 
Perſon appointed by the Chicf Officer of the Company, or Troop, 
or in ſome other way agreed on by ſuch Bands, or Troops. 

And the Days of Training, and Trooping ſhall be in Ro or 
either of the Months of March, April, May, September, October, or 
November : And every Centinel ſhall appear compleat in his Arms 
on every ſuch Day, as on Days appointed for Viewing Arms, and 
under the ſame Penalty for every Defect. 


That every Captain, or Chief Officer of any Company, or Troop, 
ſhall be Obliged (on Penalty of Three Pounds, to be Diſtreined by 
Warrant f.om the Chief Officer of each Regiment directed to either 
of the Conſtables of the Town in which ſuch Captain, or Chief 
Officer dwells, and paid into the Treaſury of ſaid Town ) to draw 
forth his Company, or Troop, or cauſe them to be drawn forth Four 
Days in a Year, to Exerciſe them in the Uſe of Arms, Shooting 
at Marks, and other Military Exerciſes. 

And every Perſon liable to Train, having been duly Warn'd, 
and not Appearing, and Attending the fame, ſhall for each Days Neg- 
let pay a Fine of Three Shillings, except ſuch Perſon ſhall within 
Twelve Days make an Excuſe to the Satisfaction of the Chief 
Officer of the Company to which he belongs, for his not Appearing 
according to the Warning given him. 


That if any Commiſſion Officer of any Military Company, or 
Troop ſhall lay down his Place, or give in his Commiſtion with- 
out liberty from the Captain General ; and if any Serjeant of Foot, 
or Corporal of Troop, or Clerk of either Troop, or Foot ſhall 
lay down his Place without liberty from the Colonel, or Chief 
Officer of the Regiment whereto ſuch Serjeant, Corporal, or Clerk 
doth belong, every ſuch Officer ſhall be Liſted in the Roll of the 


Company in the Limits whereof he Reſides, and do all Duties, and 


vices as Private Centinels are by Law required to do, | 
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That all ſach Perſons that are no: Fifty Years of Age, who have 
been >erjeants of the Foot, or Corporals of the Troop, in any Company, 
or Troop in this Colony, or ſuch as have been in eicher of ſaid 
Offices in any War, who ſhall dwell in the Limits of any other 
Company than that in which they have ſuſtained ſuch Offices, (hall 
be, and are hereby freed from doing Duty as Private Centirels, and 
ſhall be required only to be Preſent to attend the Exerciſe in ſuch 
Place, or Office as they have before Served in. 


And if any ſuch Officer ſhall refuſe, or negle to be Preſent nn 
Days of Exerciſe, when required, and to attend the Duty of his 
Office, he ſhall be liable to the ſame Fine as others who ſuſtain 
the ſame Office in any particulac Company aze liable to, 


That the Chief Officer of every Troop ſhall c:uſe the Arms, en! 
Ammunition of all under his Command ; and the Chief Officer of 
every Company of Foot, ſha!l cauſe the Arms, and Ammunition of 
all under his Command, and alſo of al) others dwelling in the Limits 
of his Company, to be Viewed on the Firft Monday of 17:3, Annual, 
by Requiring ſuch Perſons to bring forth their Arms, ad Ammunition 
at a certain Place, and Hour, by ſuch Officer appointed. 


And if any Perſon belonging to, or in the Limits of any Foot 
Company, ſhall not appear, being thereco Required, and duly Warned, 
he ſhall pay as a Fine for Non-appearance, Tbre- S#illings 5 and for 
deficiency in Arms, and Ammunition Three Sbillings. 


And every Trooper ſhall pay as a Fine for Non-appearance, 
Four Shillings ; and tor deficiency in Arms, and Ammunition 778 
Shillings : Except ſuch Perſon ſhall Appear within Twelve Days 
atter che Day Appointed for Viewing Arms, and make a fſatisfttory 
Excuſe for his Non-appearance on ſaid Day; and #lſo (hew his 
Arms, and Ammunition to the Chief Offi-er of the Company to 
which he belongs, or in the Limits whereof he Reſides, and Aveuch 
them to be his own, and that they had not been by any Perſon 
whatſozyer carried forth to be Viewed, upon, or after ſaid Day, 


And every Captain, or Chief Officer of any Company, or Trop 
that ſhall negle:t, or reiuſe to View, or cauſe to be Viewed the 
Arms, zud Ammunition of all under bis Command, or within the 
Limits of his Company, as above Req red. (hall toriei:, and pay the 
Sum of Torce Pounds Moncy tor ſuch Neglect; to be levied, And 
diſpoſed of in the ſame Manner as the Penalcy in this Act provided 
for Captains not attending on Regimental, Muflers- WE 


That if any Lieutenant, Corner, Enſign, or Quarter Maſter of 
any Company, or Iroop, {hall Neglect, or Reſuſe to Appear 0 
any Muſter Day, or Day of Exerciſe, by the Captain of ſuch 
Company, or Troop Appointed, and Attend the Duty ot his Poft, 
he ſhall pay for each Days Neglect Five Shillings Mouevy : The 
Diſtreſs therefor to be granted by the Colonel, or Chief Officer of 
the Regiment to which ſach Company, or Troop doth belong: Un- 
leſs ſuch Excuſe be made within Twelve Days; as ſuch Colone), ot 
Chief Officer ſhall think it Reaſonabie, that Diitreſs ſhould not 
granted, 
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And every Serjeant of the Foot, and Cor 


therefor to be granted by the Two Chief Officers of ſuch Company, 
or Troop; Unleſs Excuſe be made within Twelve Days after ſuch 
Muſter Day to the Satisfaction of ſaid Two Chief Officers. 


That there may be One Troop of Horſe in each Regiment, 


not exceeling Sixty Four Men, including Officers; and where there 
is no Troop already Formed, the Chiet Officers of ſuch Regimenc 
ſhall have liberty to Form a Troop: And in any: Regiment where 
there is but part of a Troop, ſaid Officers ſhall have liberty to 
fill up ſuch Troop to the Number aforeſaid, and to Lead, or cauſe 
ſuch Troops ſo Formed, or Filled up to be Led to the Choice of 
Officers Proper, and Neceſſary, and make Return thereof to the 
General Aſſembly. . 


And the reſpective Troops in this Colony are hereby impowred, 
Two Thirds at leaft of ſuch Troops agreeing, to paſs Votes for 
the Regulacing ſaid Troops with reſpet to the Colour of their 
Cloathing, and to impoſe Fines, not exceeding Six Sbilling, per Day, 
en ſuch as negleft, or refuſe to comply with ſuch Votes; and ſuch 
Figes thall be Levied in the ſame Manner, and be Diſpoſed of, and 
improved for the tame Uſes as other Fines, and Penalties in faid 
Troops by Law are, 


And that each Trooping Horſe Lifted, as before in this AQ is 
provided, ſhall be Freed from Rates, and from Impreſſes for the Service 
of the Foot: And the Troopers ſhall not be Compelled to Lie in 
Garriſons ; nor Liable to Serve under the Officers of the Foot Companies. 


That the Colonel, or Chief Officer of each Regiment, ſhall be, 
and is hereby Impowre4, and Authorized, upon any Alarm, Invaſion, 
or Notice of the Appearance of an Enemy, either by Sea, or Land, 
to aſſemble in Martial Aray, and put in Warlike Poſture the whole 
Militia of the Regiment under his Command, or ſach part of them 
as he ſhall think Needful, and being ſo Armed, to Lead, Conduct, 
and Employ them ; as well withia the Regiment whereto they 
belong, as in any other adjacent Place in this Colony, for the 
Aſſiſt ing, Succouring, and Relieving any of His Majeſty's Subjects, 
Forts, Towns, or Places that ſhall be Aſſaulted by an Enemy, or 
in Danger thereof; and with them by Force of Arms, to Encounter, 
Repel, Purſue, Kill, and Deſtroy ſuch Enemy, or any of them, 
by any fitting Ways, Enterprizes, or Means whatſoever. 


And the Colonel, or Chief Officer of any Regiment, ſo taking 
to Arms, or Leading forth any Party of Men hal) forthwith Poft 
away the Intelligence, and Occaſion thereof, to the Captain General, 
or Commander in Chief for the time being, and fhall attend, and 
obſerve ſuch Directions, and Orders as he ſhall receive from him. 


That when any Town, or Place in this Colony ſhall be Aſſaulted, 
Attacked, or Set upon by 1rdians, or any other Enemy, it ſhall be 
Lawful for, and in the Power of the Chief Commiſſion Officer, or 

fficers of the Company, or Companies in ſuch Place ſo Afaulted, 
Attacked, or Set upon, to call tee all che Souldiery under bis, or 

eir 
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their Command, and to Martial, Order, and Diſpoſe them in the 
beſt manner to Defend the Place ſo Beſet, and to Encounter, Repel, 
Purſue, and Deſtroy the Enemy ; and if need fo require, to Aſſiſt 
a Neighbour Town when Aſſaulted, or Set upon, as aforeſaid. 


And that ſuch Officer, or Officers ſo Taking to Arms, ſhall forth- 
with diſpatch Notice of his, or their Motion, and the Occaſion 
thereof, to his, or their Superiour Officer, and obſerve ſuch Commands, 
and Orders as he, or they ſhall receive from him. 


That the Chief Officers of each Regiment, ſhall Order the Cor- 
refing, and Puniſhing Diſorders, and Contempt on Days of Regi 
mental Exerciſes. | | 


And the Two Chief Officers of any Company, or Troop, hal! 
order the Correcting, and Puniſhing Diſorders, and Contempt on 
Training Days, and on a Military Watch ; the Puniſhment not 
being greater than Laying Neck, and Heels, Riding the Wooden 
Horſe, or Fifteen Sbillings Fine. 


That all Fines, Penalties, and Forfeitures ariſing by Virtue of thi: 
Act, or any Breach thereof, ſhall be Levied on the Goods, or Chatte!s 
of the reſpettive Delinquents, if upwards of Twenty One Years of Age 
and on the Goods, or Chattels of their Parents, Maiters, or Guardians 
of ſuch Delinquents as have not arrived to the Age of Twenty One 
Years ; and ſhall be for the Uſe of the reſpe&ive Companies, or Troops 
to which the Perſons Fined do belong, ( Except lach Fines as are 
otherwiſe Diſpoſed of in this Act) THAT 15s To Say, Fo 
Procuring, and Maintaining Trumpets, Colours, Banners, and Halberrs ; 
and for paying Drummers, and Trumpeters, or other Charge of faid 
Company, by Direction of the Commiſſion Officers of ſuch Company. 


- And where there are not Fines ſufficient to provide Halberts, and 
Colours, and to pay Drummers, what is wanting ſhall be had out 
of the Town Treaſury, 


And every Perſon choſen by any Company for their Drummer, 
upon his Agcepting ſaid Service, ſhall provide himſelf a good Drum, 
and conſtantly Attend Service when Required, on penalty of Thre 
Shillings Fine for each Days Neglett : To be Levied by Warrant from 
the Two Chief Officers of the Company to which ſuch Drummer 
belongs : And ſhall be paid for each Days Service Three Shilling. 


And whereas the Providing a ſufficient Stock of Ammunition, r 
Military Stores for the Colony, as alſo for the ſeveral Towns within 
the ſame, is Neceſſary for the Defence thereof. | 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozitp afozeſaiy, That the 
Treaſurer of the Colony for the Time being, at all Times 
hereafter, at the Charge of this Colony, ſhall Procure, Keep, and 
Maintain a Magazine of Powder, and Shot, to be ready for tht 
Uſe of the Colony, as Occaſion may call for the ſame : And the 
ſaid Treaſurer is hereby Ordered, and Directed to take Direction 
from Time to Time of the Governour, and Council, Reſpecting tbe 
Quantity, and Proportion of ſaid Stores of Ammunition, 
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That the Select-Men of the ſeveral Towns in this Colony be, and 
they are hereby Ordered, and Directed, to Provide, Keep, and to 
Renew, from time to time as Occaſion ſhall require, a ſufficient 
Stock of Ammunition, or Military Stores, in the ſeveral Towns in 
this Colony to which they do ReſpeRiyely belong : Which ſhall 
not be leſs than Fifty Pounds of good Powder, Two Hundred 
Weight of Bullets, and Three Hundred Flints for every Sixty Liſted 
Souldiers ; and after that Proportion for all the Lifted Souldiers in 
each Town, whether they be more, or leſs, ; . 

And the Sele&-Men of any Town that are not Able, (upon In- 
formation made to the Colonel, or Chief Officer of the Regiment 
to which ſuch Town belongs) to make it Appear: to ſaid Colonel, 
or Chief Officer that they are provided with ſuch Stock of Ammu- 
nition, as aforeſaid, ſhall pay a Fine of Five Pounds : One Third 
Part whereof -ſhall be to him who ſhall inform againſt them; and 
the Remainder ſhall be Laid out, and Improved towards the pro- 
curing ſuch Stores ; Which ſaid Fine ſhall be diſtrained by Warrant, 
Signed by ſaid Colonel, or Chief Officer of ſaid Regiment, directed 
to the Sheriff of the County in which ſuch Town is, his Deputy, 
or either of the Conſtables of ſaid Town, and ſhall be accordingly 
Colleaed, and Paid into the Hands of the ſaid Colonel, or Chict 
Officer, for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, 


And that the Sele&-Men of any Town, as aforeſaid, . ſhall incur 
the ſame Penalty for every Three Months they ſhall remain Unpro- 
vided, as aforeſaid : To be Levied, and Improved, as aforeſaid, 


And for as much as it may be Neceſſary for the better Defence, and 
Safety of the Colony, or any Part thereof Expoſed to Invaſion, &c. that 
Watches, and Wards be Kept up at ſome. Times, and Places within 
the ſame, ' 


Be ir therefore further Enacted by the Wuthozity afozeſaſd, That 
when, and ſo often as the Authority, and Sele&-men in any Town 
in this Colony, or the major part of them, ſhall judge it Neceſſary, 
or highly Convenient for the Safety of ſuch Town, to have Watches, 
and Wards therein, they are hereby Authorized, and Impowred, by 
Warrant to Command the. Conſtable,” or ſome other Meet Perſon 
by them appointed, to Warn ſuch a Number of Men to appear 
at ſuch Time, and Place in ſaid Town as they ſhall think Neceſfary; 
and all and every ſuch Perſon, or Perſons that ſhall be Notified to 
Watch, or Ward, as aforeſaid, ſhall appear at the Time, and Place, 
. with a good Firelock, and Sword, a Quarter of a Pound of 

owder, and one Pound of Bullets fit for his Gun, and ſhall obſerve 
ſuch Directions as ſhall be given by Order of faid Authority, and 
Select- men, who are hereby Impowred to give ſuch Orders, and 
Directions relating to the Regulating ſuch Watching, and Warding, 
and the Continuance thereof as they ſhall judge Needful. 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons being Warned, as aforeſaid, or 
m any other Manner which the Authority, and Sele&t-men ſhall 
Agree, and Conclude upon, ſhall Negle&, and Refuſe to Attend. at 
Time, and Place, Appointed Armed, and Furniſh'd, as aforeſaid, or 
to obſerve the Orders to them given by the Conſtable, or any other 
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ſhall for every ſuch Neglect, or Offence pay a Fine of Four Shillings, 
which by Warrant from any one Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice. of the Peace, ſhall 
be Levied by the Conſtable, and Diſpoſed of for the Uſe of the 
ſaid Watch, or Ward, | 


And for Encouraging, and Promoting Military Skill, - 


Be it kurther Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That all ſuch 
Perſons as are Voluntarily Formed, or that ſhall hereafter Voluntarily 
Form themſelves into Military Companies for the Attendance upon 
Artillery Exerciſes, on certain Seaſons, and according to certain Kules 
by them Agreed to, ſhall have Power to Recover ſuch Fines for 
Non-Attendance, and Late-Coming, as ſhall be by the ſaid Artillery 
Companies Agreed upon, in the ſame Method that the Fines of the 
Stated Militia of this Government are by this Act made Recoverable; 
and to be Diſpoſed of according to the Agreement of, and for the 
Uſe of ſuch Companies. | * | 


Provided always, That Children under Age, and Servants ſhall not 
Liſt into ſuch Companies without the Leave of their Parents, or 
Maſters ; nor ſhall the Stated Times of their Exerciſes Interfere with 
other Training Days. | «| 


— . 


——— — 


An Act concerning Mills, and Millers. 


e it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of the ſame, 

hat each Miller in this Colony, or the Owners of Griſt Mills, 

ſhall be allowed Three Quarts out of each Buſhel of Indian Corn 

he Grinds, and for other Grain Two Quarts out of each Buſhel he 

Grinds, ; except Malt out of each Buſhel of which he Grinds he 
ſhall be Allowed One Quart, and no more. 


And if any Miller ſhall preſume to take, or receive a greater Toll, 
or Fee for Grinding, than is herein allowed him, as aforeſaid, he ſhall 
forfeit, and pay the Sum of Ten Shillings, for each Time he ſhall 
be Convitted « of any Breach of this Act: One Half whereof hal! 
be to the Complainer who ſhall proſecute the ſame to Effect; 
and the other Half to the Treaſury of the Town where the Offence 


hall be committed. 


Mills to be 
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with Sealed 
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And that there ſhall be provided for every Grift Mill within this 
Colony, by the Owners of ſuch Mills, Sealed Meaſures; Viz. One 
of a Pint, One of a Quart, and One of Two Quarts, for ther 
Toll Meaſures, with an Inſtrument to Strike the ſaid Meafures, which 
ſhall be Stricken when Toll is taken of all Grain that is brought te 
Mill Stricken Meaſure to be Ground there. 


, 
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An Act' for the Settlement, Support, and En- 
couragement of Miniſters; and for the Well 
Ordering Eſtates given for the Support of the 
| Miniſtry, 1 A 25 | INF 


£ ir Enaced bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, in 
) General Conre Adertibled. and by rhe Muthozity of rhe lame. 
That the Inhabitants of any Town, or Society, or Pariſh Conſtituted 
by this Aſſembly, who are, or ſhall be preſent at a Town, or Society 
Meeting, Legally Warned, ſhall have Power by the Major Vote of 
thoſe ſo Met, to Call, and Settle a Miniſter, or Miniſters among 
them; and to provide for his, or their Support, and Maintenance. 
Provided. That no Perſons be Allowed to Vote in any ſuch Affairs, 
Unleſs ſuch Perſon, or Perſons have a Pree-hold in the ſame Town, 
or Society Rated at Fifty Shillings, or Forty Pounds Eſtate in the 
Common Lift z or are Perſons of full Age, and in full Communion 
with the Church in the ſaid Town, or Society. 


That th- Miniſter, or Miniſters which have been, or ſhall be fo 
Called, and Setled ſhul be the Minitter, or Miniſters of ſuch Town, 
or Society. | NES: 

And all Agreements which have been, or ſhall be made by the 
Major Part of the Inhabitants of ſuch Town, or Society, Qualified, 
and Met, as aforefaic, with ſuch Miniſter, or Miniſters reſpecting his, 
or their Scttlement, and Maintenance mall be Bindin , and Obligatory 
on all the Inhabitants of ſuch Town, or Society 10 Agreeing, and 
on their Succeſſors, according to the true Intents, and Purpoſes thereof. 


That the ſeveral Towns wherein there is but One Eccleſiaſtical 
Society; and the ſcveral Societies, or Pariſhes, aforeſaid, within this 
Colony ſhall Pay unto their reſpettive Miniſters for the Time being, 
who Diſpence the Goſpel therein, and are, or ſhall be, according to 
the Laws of this Colony Sctled, or Called to Preach among them, 
Annually the ſeveral Sums, or Payments Agreed upon between them, as 
aforeſaid, according to the true Intent, and Meaning of ſuch Agree- 
ments, both for the Specie, and Valuation thereof. 

And that all ſuch Towns, and Societies, or Pariſhes by their 2 
Votes, or Acts, ſhall Annually take Care to Grant a Tax for the 
Purpoſe aforeſaid; to be Levied on their ſeveral Inhabitants, according 
to their reſpective. Liſt, in the Common Liſt, or Liſts of the Perſons, 
and Eſtates of ſaid Inhabitants ; Which ſhall be Collected by ſuch 
Perſon, or Perſons. as ſuch Towns, or Societies ſhall Annually Chooſe, 
and Appoint for that End. e | 

And the Select-Men of ſuch Towns, and the Committee of ſuch 
Societies are hereby Required to take all proper Care in their reſpettive 
Precincts, that ſuch Rates, or Taxes be Granted, and Collected, as afore- 
faid, for the Support of their Miniſter, | | | 

And when any ſuch Rate, or Tax is Granted, and Made, as 
aforeſaid, the ſaid Select- Men, or Committee ſhall Apply to ſome 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace in the ſame County, 2. a Writ, 
or Warrant, Directed to the Collector, or Collectors Choſen, and 
Appointed to Collect ſuch Rate, or Tax; Enabling, and Requiring 

m, or them to Levy, and Collect the ſame: Which Aſſiſtant, or 
Juſtice ſhall forthwith proceed to Grant out ſaid Writ, 


And 


— 


Towns, Socie < 
ties, or Pariſh= 
es al mbled 
at a lawful 
Meeting, to 
have Power 
toCall& Settle 
a Miniſter. 


4 Proviſo. g 
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4 Proviſe, ; 
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take out a 
Diftreſs a- 
gainſt negli- 
gentColleCtors 


Or pay ſuch 
rt of the 
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Collectors. 


No Appeal 
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Towns Neg- 
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Se. 


Towns being 
without a 
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Year, &c. to 
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And every ſuch Collector, or Collectors ſhall | with convenient 
ſpeed Levy, and Colle every ſuch Rate committed to him, or them: 
The Whole of which they ſhall do, and pay unto the faid Miniſter, 
or. Miniſters" within Two Months after the Vearly Salary is become 
Due for the payment of which ſuch Rate, or Tax is, or ſhall be 
Granted. | | 


„ 


or Conſtable ſhall forthwith proceed to do, and pay the ſame unto 
ſuch Miniſter. 


That if any of the Sele&-Men, or Committees aforeſaid, ſhall 
Neglect their Duty in not Taking out a Diſtreſs, as aforeſaid, upon 
the Collector, or Collectors, as aforeſaid, ſuch part of the ſaid Rate 
remaining Unpaid, ſhall be paid by ſuch Sele&-Men, or Committee 
ſo Neglecting; together with a Fine of Three Pounds to the County 
Treaſury for every ſuch Neglect. 


All which ſhall be Recovered by Action brought by the King's 
Attorney to the County Court in the ſame County : And no Appeal, 
or Review ſhall be granted in ſuch Caſe. 


And in caſe any ſuch Town, or Society ſhall Neglect to Chooſe, and 
> - 209g a Collector, or Collectors, as aforeſaid, any One Aſſiſtant, or 
Juftice of the Peace next Reſiding to ſuch Town, or Society ſhall, 
and he is hereby Authorized to Appoint, and Impower by his 
Warrant, ſuch Collector, or Collectors for the purpoſe aforeſaid. 


That where any Town, or Society within this Colony ſhall have 
made no Agreement with their Miniſter, or Miniſters for the Sum 
pf their Yearly Maintenance; and ſuch Miniſter, or Miniſters do find 
him, or themſelves Agrieved. by too ſcanty Allowance, every. ſuch 
Miniſter making Application to the General Aſſembly, ſhall by ſaid 
Aſſembly have Ordered unto him, or them a ſuitable, and ſufficient 
Maintenance to be given him, or them by the Inhabitants of the 
Town, or Society whereto he, or they belong. 


And that if any Town, or Society ſhall be for any Year, ot 
Years without a Miniſter preaching the 8 to them, ſuch 
Town, or Society ſhall in the ſaid Year, or Years pay ſuch Sum, 
or Payment as the General Court ſhall appoint, of. which Payment, 
or Payments the Collector, or Collectors who ſhall collect the — 

: a 


[ 
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- Sefling, and Supporting Miniſters, Ke. 169 


ſhall. make Certificate to the next County Court of that County, which 


Court ſhall diſpoſe of, and Improve the faid Sums for the Uſe of 
the Miniſtry in the Town, or Society where it is Collected as ſoon 
as Opportunity may be had for it according to the Diſcretion of 
the Court. | 


And whereas there have been divers Grants, Donations, or Segueſtra- 
tions of Lands, Monies, or other Eſtates, or. Iutereſts, made for the 
Uſe, and Support of the Miniſtry, Setled, and Eſtabliſhed by the Laws 
of this Colony; by means whereof, in ſundry of the Towns, and Societies 
in this Colony, there are confiderable Eftates belonging to ſuch Towns, or 


Society's for the Uſe, aud Support of the Miniſtry therein Getled, or that 


| ( «Ke! 
9. * 3 


Hall be Setled, as aforeſaid. 


And whereas it is Convenient that ſuitable Provifien be made fer the 
taking Care of, and Improving ſuch Eſtates for the End Deſigned in 
Granting, Giving, or Sequeſtring the ſame. | 


Fherefore, 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozfty akozeſald, That where 
there are any Lands, Monies, or other Eſtates Granted, Given, ' or 
Sequeſtred, according to ancient Cuſtom, Uſage, or Practiſe, or ſhall 
hereafrer be Given, Granted, or Sequeſtred for the Uſe, and Support 
of ſuch Miniſtry in any Town, or Society in this Colony, then and 
in every ſuch caſe, the Sele&-men for the time being, of ſuch Town 
where there is but One Eccleſiaſtical Society; and the Committees for 
the Lime being, of. ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Societies as have been, or ſhall 
be Conſtituted by this Aſſembly; or a Committee Appointed by ſuch 
Town, or Society, (which Committee they are hereby reſpectively Im- 
powred for that End to Appoint ) ſhall have full Power, and Author 
to Demand, Recover, Receive, take Care of, and Improve all ſuc 
Lands, Monies, or other Eſtates, to, and for the Uſe, and Support 
of ſuch Miniſtry Setled in ſuch Town, or Society which they reſpec- 
tively Repreſent, according to the true Meaning, Intent, and Deſign 
in ſuch Grants, Donations, or Sequeſtrations contained ; and of their 
Improvement thereof, and of the Increaſe, Profits, and Intereſts thereof, 
to be Accountable from Time to 'Time to ſuch Town, or Society 
as they reſpettively Repreſent, Y | 


And that ſuch” Select- Men, and Committee may be Enabled the better 
to ao ſaid Service. 


Be it furcher Enaced by rhe Luthoziry afozeſaſd, That the Seleck⸗ 
Men, and Committee, aforeſaid, or the major part of them ſhall, and 
may make all proper, and neceſſary Contract: and commence, proſecute, 
and purſue all Needful Suits, Actions, and Cauſes in the Law for 
the Purpoſe, and End aforeſaid. 


And that ſuch- S:left-Men, and Committees as ſhall from Time to 
Time Succeed, and come in the Room, and Stead of others Remo- 
ved by Death,, or otherwiſe, ſhall have the ſame Power in their own 
Name to AR, Appear, Proſecute, and Purſue in, and upon any 
Contract, Suit, Action, or Cauſe for, or concerning the Matters afore- 
laid, as fully as thoſe whom they Succeed in the Office, aforeſaid, 
might, or could do if they had not been Removed, as aforeſaid. 


And 
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68 Setling, and Suppozting Miniſters, &c. 


* 


duch Parts of 
Societi®s 25 
have diſtinct 
Intereſts, to 
meet among 
the mſelves, &c 


Where ſuch 
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net been For- 
med. to take 
the ſame Me 
thods as other 
Societies have 
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And to Warn 
Meetings, &c. 


4 Boviſo. 


——— 


1 And whereas divers of tbe Societies afereſaid, are Made, or ſuch 
Societies hereafter may be Made, and Conſtituled out of Two, or mare 
adjoining Tawns,: ſo that part of the Inhabitants of the Society live 
in one Tewn, and part in another. | | 


And whereas by Virtue of the Grants, Donations, or Sequeſtrations, 
aforeſaid, ſuch Part of a Society that live in one of the ſaid adjoining 
Towns, have, or may have Lands, Monies, or other Eſtates, belonging 
to that Part diſtin? from the reſt of the Society, for the Uſe aforeſaid. 


Be it therefore further Enacted bp the Authoziry ofo2cſaid, That 
ſuch parts , of Societies having ſuch diſtin& Intereſts, ſhall, and may 
Meet among themſelves, and from Time to Time, Act, Order, and 
Direct, reſpecting ſuch their Diſtinct Intereſts, for the Uſe aforeſaid, 
according to the Proviſion before in this Act made for Societies in 


Regard. to ſuch Intereſts, 


And where any ſuch Parts of a Society have not already had any 
Meeting, or Formed themſelves, they, may, and are hereby Directed 
to take the ſame Method in Forming themſelves as Societies by Law 


are Directed to take in their Firſt Forming themſelves to Act: 


And being Formed may chooſe a Clerk, who ſhall be Sworn to a 
faithful Diſcharge of his Truſt : Alſo may chooſe a Committee to 
take Care of, and Improve the Intereſts aforeſaid, for the Uſe aforeſaid ; 
who ſhall have, the ſame Power, and Authority, and be under the 
ſame Regulation in their ſaid Truſt, as is given, and provided by 
this Act, to, and concerning the Committees of Societies reſpecting 
ſuch Intereſts, 


And the ſaid Commitee of ſuch part of a Society may warn Meetings 
of the Inhabitants of ſuch parts, and appoint Time, and Place for 
that purpoſe ; or on their Neglect, or Refuſal, the Clerk of ſuch 
part of a Society, on Application of any Five Inhabitants, may Warn 
the ſame by ſetting up a Warning for that purpoſe, in ſome proper 
Place, or Places within the Limits of ſuch part of a Society : In all 
of which Meetings the Inhabitants may proceed to Act in any Matters 
proper for them to Alt in, 


Provided Al ways, That no Meeting mentioned in this A&, be Held 
within leſs than Five Days after Warning given, or ſet up, as afore- 
laid ; and that no Perſon be allowed to Vote, or Act in any Meeting 
of any Town, Society, or part of Society in the Matters aforeſaid, not 


Qualified as before in this Act is provided, or that doth not belong 


to, or Pay towards the Maintenance of that Miniſtry for the Support 
whereof ſuch Intereſts have been, or ſhall be Granted, Given, or Se- 
queſtred, as aforeſaid, any thing before in this Act to the contrary in 
any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


ACTS AND LAWS: 


ne NEL AY 


Approbation of the Elders, &c, Church of England. 165 


T Anno Regni ANN AX Regine, Septimo. | 
„An At in Approbation of the Agreement of the Re- 
* verend Elders, and Meſſengers of all the Churches | 
in this Government, Made, and Concluded at jp 
as Say- Brook, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Eight, { 
= H E Reverend Miniſters, Delegates from the Elders, and Meſſengers of | hk 
the Churches in this Government, Met at Say-Brook, September the Procndia | 
Ninth, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Eight ; having Preſented to this \ 
hat Aſſembly a Confe ton of Faith, Heads of Agreement, and Regulation in the 
"ay Adminiſtration of Church Diſcipline, as Unanimouſly Agreed, and Conſented to ö 
* by the Elders, and Meſſengers of all the Churches in this Government. The United | 
id, This Aſſembly do declare their great Approbation of ſuch a happy Churches in 4 
in Agreement ; and do Ordain that all the Churches within this Govern- chis Colony to 1 
ment, that are, or ſhall be thus United in Doctrine, Worſhip, and be ewn'd E- ; 
Diſcipline be, and for the future ſhall be Owned, and Acknowleged — d by 1 
ny Eſtabliſhed by Law. h _ ly 
ted Provided always, That nothing herein ſhall be Intended, or Conſtrued | 
aw to Hinder, or Prevent any Society, or Church that is, or ſhall be 4 
. Allowed by the Laws of this Government, who Soberly Differ, or 4 Froviſo. Mm 
5 Diſſent from the United Churches hereby Eſtabliſhed, from Exerciſing a if 
to Worthip, and Diſcipline in their own Way, according to their Conſciences. | | 
d z * n A 7737, WAA | 
the Anno Regni Regis 3G EORGIT, Decimo Tertio. 
by At a General Aſſemoly Held at Hartford the Eleventh Day of May, 
ing Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty Seven, 
? An Act for providing how the Taxes Levied on 
— Proteſſors on the Church of England, for the 
uch Jupport of the Goſpel] ſhall be Diſpoted of ; and 
a for Exempting ſaid Profeſſors from Paying any 
al ' Taxes for the Building Mecting-Houſes for the 
35 preſent Eſtabliſhed Churches of this Government, 
eld p O N the Prayer of Moſes Ward of Fairfield, Church-IWarden, 
and the ref of the Church-Wardens, Veſtry- Men, and Brethren, 
ae Repreſenting themſelves under Obligation by the Honourable Society, and 
1s Biſhop of London, .to Pay 4#0' the Support of the Eſtabliſhed Church * g fanbla 
* Proying this Aſſembly. by ſame A, or Otherwiſe, to Free them from 
Ng Paying to Di enting Miniſters, and from Building Diſſenting Meeting- 
2 H ouſes ; and omplaining'ithat Money" has been Lately taken from them 
Se- Diftre's., praying that the'iſa'd Money might be Returned unto them 
2 „The ſaid; Ward appeared, and by br Attorney declared to this Aſſembly 


that be Huld not Infift onthe Return'of the Money prayed for. 

Aer ted is to have always been eſteemed ds an Hardſhip, by thoſe of the 
Prof fon Eftabliſbed by. thts Government, to be Compelled to Contribute 
to the Support of the Church of England, where that is the Church Eftabliſh- 
ed Law: And thereupon Urged that no ſuch Thing ſhould be here Impoſed 
upon any Diſſenting from the Churches bere Approved, and Eſtabliſhed 
by , the Law of this Government : Further Urging, that there might be 
ſome Proviſion made by the Law, fer the Obliging their Pariſbioners #0 
Pay to the Suppert of their Miniſters. & 203 fil * 56 


10 N Z Be 
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:70 Sober Diſſenters called Quakers, Erempted,&c. 


— 
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Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatibes in 
General Court Aſlembled, and by rhe Aurhoziry of rae lame, 
That all Perſons who are of the Church of England, and thoſe who 
are ot the Churches Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Government, that 
Live in the Bounds of any Pariſh. Allowed by this Aſſembly, ſhall be 
Taxed by the Pariſhioners of the ſaid Pariſh, by the ſame Rule, and 
in the ſame Proportion, for the Support of the Miniſtry in ſuch Parikh ; 
But if it ſo happen that there be a Society of the Church ot England, 
where there is a Perſon in Orders according to the Canons of the Church 
of England Setled, and Abiding among them, and Performing Divine 
Service, ſo near to any Perſon that hath Declared himſelf of the Church 
of England, that he can conveniently, and doth Attend the public 
Worſhip there; then the Collectors, having firſt indifferently Levied 


the Tax, as aboveſaid, ſhall deliver the Taxes Collected of ſuch Perſons 


Declaring themſelves, and Attencirg, as aforelaid, unto the Miniſter of 
the Church of England, living near unto ſuch Perſons ; which Miniſter 
ſhall have full Power to Receive; and Recover the ſame, in order to his 
Support in the Place Aſſigned to him. | 

But if ſuch proportion of Taxes be not ſufficient in any Society of the 


But if - | 
— Church of England to Support the Incumbent there, then ſuch Society 
pay, c be may Levy, and Collect of them who Profeſs, and Attend, as aforeſaid, 
net lufficieut, greater Taxes, at their own Diſcretion, for the Support of their Miniſter. 
a greater Tax, And the Pariſhioners of the Church of Exgland Attending, as aforeſaid, 
Said Church are hereby Excuſed from paying any Taxes for the Building Meeting: 
men exempted — the preſent Eſtabli hed Churches of this Government. 
Anno Regni Regis G E OR GII Secundi, Secundb. 
At a General Aſſrmbly Held at Tarzford the 'Eighth Day of Ag, 
Anno Domini, One Thouſaud Seven Hundred, and Twenty Nine. 
been 2:2 lecke 1085 
An Act in Addition to, and for the Alteration of an 
— 11 "8 $: +3 + £4 N TS : | 
„Act, Made in che deventh Year, of the Reign of 
Queen ANNE, Fntitulcd. An AA for the Faſe of 
ſuch as Soberly Diſſent frem the Way of Worſhip, and 
Miniſtiy £ftabliſhea by the Laws of this Government. 
W- E R E A s it is: Provided in aid 1, * That nothing therein 
eam hall be Conſtrued io the' Huruſim any Perſon from Paying any 
c huMingter, or. Town Dues, us were: then, or afterwards ſhould l 
Due from them... oo. on Nn Wann Ly = 
It is nom ute ved. and Enaced by the Governonr, Council, and 
N preſeararwes:; an Gent ral Court ACembled, and by the authozit? of 
tien ſame, That where there are ſuch Difſenters, as are commonly caſle 
Quakers, who do Attend the Worthip.of God in ſuch Way as is Allowe 
Sober dicent. BY Haid Act, within this Colony, or are ſo Situated by the Borders thereo 
las avthat they mag, and do Attend the Service out of the Limits of this Go- 
Exempted, &c Vernment in any ſuch Meeting, as aforeſaid, and ſhall produce a Certificate 


or Houlcs in the Society, or Pariſh wherein they dwell. ; 
2.8 d ins 
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BaptiſtsExempted from, &c. Puniſhing ofMurder.17r 


Anno Regni Regis G EOR GI] Secundi, Tertio. 


At a General Aſſembly Held at New-Haven, on the Ninth Day of 
OFober, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Twenty Nine. 


An Act concerning the People called Baptiſts. 


P O N the Memorial of the People called Baptiſts, Praying 

that they may be diſcharged from the Payment of Rates, and 
Taxes for the Support of the Goſpel Miniſtry in this Government, 
and for Building Meeting-Houſes. 


Tt is Kelolved by rhe Governour, Council, and Liepreſentatives, 
in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozirp of the lame, 
That for the future, the ſame Privilege, and Exemption from the 
Charges aforeſaid, as was Granted by this Afﬀembly/ in May Laſt, 
unto the People called Quakers, is hereby allowed unto them, 
under the like Regulations; Any Law, Uſage, or Cuſtom to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 7 


An Act for the Puniſhment of Murder. 


E it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatibeg, in 

General Court Allembled, and by rhe Aurhozicy of the ſame, 
That if any Perſon ſhall Commit any Wilful Murder, upon Malice, 
Hatred, or Cruelty ; not in a Man's Juſt, and Neceſſary Defence; 
nor by Caſualty againſt his Will : Or ſhall Slay, or Kill another 
through Guile, either by Poiſoning, or other ſuch Deviliſh Practiſes, 
he ſhall be put to Death. 


And whereas many Lewd Women that have been Delivered of Baſtard 
Children, to Avoid their Shame, and to Eſcape Puniſhment, do Secretly 
Bury, or Conceal the Death of their Children, and after, if the Child 
be found Dead, the ſaid Women do alledge that the ſaid Child was 
Born Dead ; whereas it falleth out ſometimes ( although hardly it is 
to be Proved ) that the ſaid Child, or Children were Murdered by 
the ſaid Women, their Lewd Mothers, or by their Aſent, or 
Procurement. | 


Be it therefore further Enacted by the Authozſty afozeſaſy, That 
if any Woman be Delivered of any Iſſue of her Body, Male, or 
Female, which if it were Born Alive would by Law be a Baſtard ; and 
that ſhe Endeavour Privately, either by Drowning, or Secret Burying 
thereof; or any other Way, either by her ſelf, or by the procuring of 
Others ſo to Conceal the Death thereof, that it may not come to Light 
Whether it was Born Alive, or not; but be Concealed : In every 
ſuch Caſe, the Mother ſo Offending ſhall be Accounted Guilty of 
Murder ; and ſhall ſuffer Death therefor as in caſe of Murder : Ex- 
cept ſuch Mother can make Proof by One Witneſs, (at leaſt ) that 
ſuch Child was Born Dead. 


— 


Z 2 An Act 
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ACTS AND LAWS, 


* 


172 Preventing Diloꝛders in the Night Seaſon. 


An Act to prevent Unſeaſonable Night Walking; At 
and for the Puniſhment of Diſorders committed 
in the Night Seaſon. | 


E it Enacted by rhe Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozirp of rhe lame, 
Penalty of That if any Perſons that are under the Government of Parents, 
6s, on Night Guardians, or Maſters ; or any Boarders, or Sojourners ſhall Convene, 


Walkers. or Meet together; or be Entertained in any Houſe without the Ri: 
Conſent, or Approbation of their Parents, Guardians, Maſters, or of 
Governours after Nine of the Clock at Night, any longer than to not 
Diſcharge the Buſineſs they are ſent about; or ſhall Meet together, to 
and Aſſociate themſelves in Company, or Companies in Streets, or Mi 
elſewhere after the Time aforeſaid : Or ſhall make any Rout, or the 
commit any Diſorder at any Time in the Night Seaſon, each Perſon or 
ſo Offending ſhall Forfeit Six Shillings for every tuch Offence. 

4 
The ſame pe- And the Head of the Family that Entertains, or Tolerates ſuch Sea 
— 3 Diſorderly Meetings in his, or her Houſe, ſhall Forfeit the like wit 
milies whoEn. Sum: One Halt of which Forfeitures ſhall be to the Complainer ; the {aid 
terta in people other Half to the Treaſury of the Town where the Offence is com- Hu 
in che Night. mitted. or 
Ye 
And whereas great Diſorders, and Inſolences are often Committed in the 
the Night, by Diſorderly Perſons , to the Diſquiet, and Hurt He 
of His Majeſty's Subjefts. | 3 
| 
For preventing, and puniſhing Whereof : ſoe' 
; 4 
Be it further Enaced by the Authozity afozeſaid,* That when, Afl 
and ſo often as any Diſorders, and Damages are done in the Night Cor 
Diſorders Seaſon, that upon Complaint ſpeedily made thereof to any Court, or 
— 4. Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, they are hereby Impowred to Iſſue Per 
Satte forth a Writ, or Writs for the bringing before him, or them any brit 
Suſpected Perſon, or Perſons, and Examine him, or them concerning if ( 
luck Diſorders, and Damages. For 
pro! 
And if ſuch Suſpefted Perſon, or Perſons, upon ſuch Examination, the 

_ cannot give a Satisfaftory Account to the Authority before whom 
feb. fuch Examination is had, where he, or they were when ſuch Diſ⸗ / 
xamined,& Orders, and Damages Complained of were Committed, or Done; ther 


and that he, or they had no Hand in Doing the ſame, he, or they the 
ſhall be Liable to Pay, and Anſwer all ſuch Damages as the Perſon, 

or Perſons Complaining ſhall have Suſtained, or Suffered, as aforeſaid : f 
And alſo ſuch Fine, or Puniſhment as the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſuck 
before whom the Trial is had ſhall ſee cauſe to Order ; not Exceeding o 
the Sum of Four Pounds. 


An Ad 1 © 
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An Act for for Preventing, Puniſhing, and Removing 
Nuſances in Creeks, Rivers, and other VVater- 
Courſes, 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

Generai Court Aſſembled, and by the Authoztty of the ſame, 
That no Wears, Hedges, Fiſh-Garths, Diſturbances, or Incumbrances 
whatſoever, ſhall be Set, Ere&ed, or Made on, or acroſs Quinabaug- 
River, Shoutucket-River, Windſor- Ferry-River ; nor on, or acroſs any 
of the Streams that Empty themſelves into any of the ſaid Rivers; 
nor on, or acroſs the Fiſhing-Cove, ( fo called) in Lyme, adjoining 
to Mr. Seldin's Farm ; nor on, or acroſs the Cove, or Creek in 
Middletown, called Sumner's-Creek, to the Stopping, or Obſtrufting 
the Natural, or Uſual Courſe, and Paſſage of Fith in their Seaſons, in, 
or upon any of the ſaid Rivers, Streams, Coves, or Creeks. 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever ſhall by Wears, Hedges, 
Seans, or any other Incumbrances, or Way, or Means whatſoever, 
without Licenſe of the County Court of that County wherein the 
ſaid Wear, Hedge, or other Obſtruttion is Set, and Made, Diſturb, 
Hinder, or any ways Obſtrutt the Natural, Common, or Uſual Courſe, 
or Paſſage of the Fiſh in the Spring, or proper Seaſon of the 
Year, up, or in any of the aforeſaid Rivers, Streams, Cove, or Creek ; 
the ſame ſhall be deemed a Common Nuſance, and every ſuch Wear, 
Hedge, Sean, or other Incumbrance, aforeſaid, are hereby declared 
to be a Common Nuſance; and ſhall, and may be pulled Down, 
Demoliſhed, and Removed as ſuch by any Perſon, or Perſons what- 
ſoever. | 

And upon Complaint, or Information thereof made to any One 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace in the ſame County where ſuch 
Common Nuſance is committed, a Writ ſhall be granted to the Sheriff, 
or Conſtable, to cauſe diligent Enquiry to be made for finding the 
Perſon, or Perſons Guilty of ſuch Nuſance; and him, or them to 
bring before ſuch Authority to be Examined in the Premiſſes; and 
if Convicted thereof, he, or they ſhall Forfeit a Sum, not exceeding 
Forty Shillings : One Half to the Complainer, or Informer who ſhall 
proſecute to Effect; and the other to the County Treaſury of 
the ſame County where the Offence is committed, 


And the ſaid Authority before whom ſuch Conviction is had, ſhall 
thereupon Command ſuitable Aſſiſtance, at the Coſt, and Charge of 
the Perſon, or Perſons ſo Convicted, to Remove ſuch Nuſance. 


And if any Perſon who ſhall pull Down, Remove, or Demoliſh any 
ſuch Nuſance, ſhall be Sued therefor, he may plead the General Iſſue 
to ſuch Suit, and give this Act in Evidence. 


And for the preventing of Contentions, and Quarrels about the Building 
of Wears for the Catching of Fiſh on the Flatts, of, and in the Rivers, 
Coves, Creeks, and Harbours in this Colony ; and to prevent the Fruſtrat ing 
the Benefit of Fiſhing in ſuch Manner, | 


Be it further Enacted. by the Authozirp afozeſaiv, That who- 
ſoever ſhall, firſt ſet up a Wer For the Caching of. Fiſh on any 
Flatts, of, or within any River, Cove, Creek, or Harbour _ this 

olony, 


No Wears, 
Hedges,C5'c. 
to be made a- 
crols any of 
theStreams in 
diversRivers 
to hinder the 
Paſſage of 
Fiſh, e. 


sid Wears, 
&c. to be aC- 
counted a 
common Nu- 
lauce. 


Penalty 40 4 


SuchNuſance 
to be remov'd 


Perſons pul- 
ling ſuch 
down, Se. 


Wears buils 
on the Flatts 
&c encourag d 
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Every Wear 
Interfering 
with another 
ſat up betore 
to be declar'd 
a Common 
Nuſance. 


ThePaſſage in 
the Eaſt River 
at Nem Haven, 
not to be Ob- 
ſtructed by 
having Trees, 
Se. eaſt _ 
it,on penalty 
ef 103. &c. 


Trees Felled 
therein, Ce. 


No per ſon to 
ſtep, damm. &c 
any Brook, or 
Stream from 
its natural 
courſe, except 


On penalty of 
31. per Week 
for not rema- 
ving ſuehN u- 
fance 


— — 


Colony, ſhall not be Interrupted by any others Setting, or Making a 
Wear on the ſame Flatt; or in the Way, or Courſe of the Fiſh, 
coming, or paſſing to the ſaid Wear firſt Built, nearer than at Three 
Quarters of a Mile Diſtance ; without Liberty firſt had, and obtained 
from the County Court in the County where the ſaid Wear is Set. 


And that every ſuch Wear that ſhall be Set up, or Made within 
Three Quarters of a Mile of ſuch firſt Wear, contrary to the Intent, 
and Meaning of this Act, ſhall be deemed, and the ſame is hereby 
declared to be a Common Nuſance ; and ſhall, and may be proceeded 
againſt in all Reſpects, as is above in this Act provided for the 
Removal of Nuſances in Rivers, c. 


And whereas ſundry Perſons have at their own Coft, undertook t6 
Clear the Paſſage of New-Haven Eaſt-River, for Carrying down ſaid 
River ſuch Veſſels as ſhall be Built upon ſaid River. 


Be it therefore Enacted by the Authozity akozeſald, That if any 

Perſon, of Perſons ſhall Wittingly, and Willingly Stop, or Obſtruct 
the Paſſage of ſaid River in any Place between the Mouth thereof, 
and ſo far up ſaid Stream as has been, or ſhall be ſo Cleared, by 
Felling any Tree, or Trees thereinto, or by Caſting any other Matter 
whatſoever thereinto, ſo as to Obſtruct the Paſſage of Veſſels, as 
aforeſaid, he, or they ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Ten Sh:/lings : One 
Half to the Complainer ; and the other Half to the County Treaſurer 
of New-Haven County : And alſo ſhall Clear the fame Incumbrance 
out of ſaid River; or on Neglect thereof ſhall pay the Coſt of Clearing 
the ſame, according as ſhall be Allowed, and Determined by any 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; who are hereby Impowred to De- 
termine the ſame. 
And if any Tree ſhall be Felled, as aforeſaid, off of any particular 
Man's Land into ſaid River, the Owner of ſaid Land ſhall be taken 
to have Felled the fame ; Unleſs he ſhall poſitively Affirm before ſuch 
Aſſiſtant, or | Juſtice that he did not Directly, or Indirectly Fell ſaid 
Tree, nor conſent it ſhould be done. 


And whereas the Damming of Rivers, Brooks, and Streams, and 
Turning of Water-Courſes out of their Natural, and Original Courſes, 
is often Prejudicial to many Towns, Proprietors, and particular Perſons. 


For preventing of Which : 


Be it further Enacted by the Authoz\ty afozeſaid, That no 
Perſon within this Colony ſhall Stop, Damm, or Obſtruct any River, 
Brook, or Stream; or Turn any River, Brook, Stream, or Run of 
Water out of its Natural Courſe, without Liberty from the Town 
in whoſe Bounds the ſaid Streams, or any of them are. 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Damm, Stop, or Obſtruct any 
River, Brook, Stream, or Run of Water ; or ſhall by Damming, 
Digging, or the like, Turn them out of their Natural Courſe, to the 
Prejudice of any Town, Proprietors, or any particular Perſon, or 
Perſons, the ſame ſhall be deemed a Common Nuſance ; and may be 
Removed as ſuch : And the Perſon, or Perſons doing, or procuri 
ſuch Nuſance to be done, ſhall Remove the ſame, upon —_ 
Forfeiting the Sum of Five Shillings per Week for every _ 
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Nuance ſhall Remain after due Warning given to ſuch Perſ*n to 
Remove the ſame : One Half whereof ſhall be to the Complainer, 
ind Proſecutor ; and the other Half to the Treakuver of the Town in 
which the Offence ſhall be bg mg ow 


Provided nevertheleſs, That this Act, nor ay Thing therein con- 
tained, ſhall be Underſtood, or Intended to Hinder any Damm for any 


Mill, or for other Uſe ; Provided ſuch Dat is no Duminage to any 
Perſon. | 


0 N 7 98 


— 


An in AR for Preſcribing, ad Eftablifing tins of 
Oaths in this Colony, © 


E ir Enacedby the Bovernouz, Council, and Repreſentatives, a 
General Court Aſſembled. and by the Mitrho2'ry / of the lame, 
That the ſeveral Forms of Oaths here following, be, and they are 
hereby Eſtabliſhed to be Taken by, and Adminifired unto the ſeveral, 
and reſpective Officers, and Perſons for On _ are re 
enen 


For the Free-Men, Vie 


you . being by the Providence of God an Inhabitant within 
this His Majeſty's Colony of Connecticut, and now to be made 
Free of the ſame, Do Swear by the Ever Living 'God, that you will 
be True, and Faithful to His Majeſty King GEO RGE' the Second, 
and to His Lawful Succeſſors; and to the Government of His Majeſty*s 
ſaid Colony, as Eſtabliſned by Charter: And whehſoever you ſhall 
give your Vote, or Suffrage touching = Matter which concerns this 
Colony, being called thereunto, you —_— it as in your Conſcience 
Ke ſhall Judge may conduce to the Good of the ſame, v—_ 
teſt of Pen, or F ee of any 5 70 ' $0 boy = — 
Price Jor! f! ' 
For the Genu, Vir. 1 een e 44 
| qi 140 i Dbase 2,195.08 41 0 
SY 7, T0 now # Choſen to be Govetnour over Ae of Con- 
1 efticut. for this Year Enſuing, and until 4 New be Chofeti, and'Sworn, 
do Swear by the Ever Living God to promote the Pablic Good, and 
Peace of the ſame, according to the beſt of your Skill: And alſo that 
you will Maintain the Lawfu Privileges of this Colony : As alſo that 
all Wholeſome Laws, and Orders that are, or ſhall be Made by Lawful 
Authority here Eſtabliſhed eonfonant: to our Charter, be dilly Executed: 
and . will further the Execution of Juſtice, g ſor wwe. Time aforeſald, 
eording to the Rules of en Worgy "ace _ Laus ot this ag: 


'M beſh en — re Lo 77 On R 11-3200 
01e 11 ——— „o * 9 8 nt 3 CG 101 

24 232222 

* io 8 0 ec v. 12 71 Mags 0 


+ had {8 m 89 1 
Dede 3 lin Nt u. : 413nagh 


. . Choſen to be D | | ever this 
Colony of Connecticut for this Year: Ej ing, and until a New be 

'Clidſen; and 'Sworn, do Spear, Se. a8 in the Oath for the Governor, 

e Mutandis. 10 3 f be: 


Joe Beule 5 err 1 17 453 7. 17 BY 
by * 
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A DProviſe, 


The feveral 
Forms of 

Osths to be 
Admiuiſtred, 


To the Free- 
Men. 


To the Go« 
vernont. 


To thebepety 
Governgur, 
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To the 
Aﬀiſtants. 


To che ſudge: 
of the,Supe 
rior Court, & 
County Courts 
Mutatis Mu- 
tandis. 


To the Jufli- 
ces of the 
Peace. 


For the Aſſiſtants, Viz. 


You J. V, being Choſen an Aſſiſtant over this Colony for the 

Year Enſuing, Do Swear by the Ever Living God, to promote 
the Public Good, and Peace of the ſame, according to the beſt of 
your Skill; and that you will maintain all the Lawful Priviledges 
thereof, according to your underſtanding ; and alſo aſſiſt in the 
Execution of all ſuch wholeſome Laws, and Orders as are, or ſhall 
be made by Lawful Authority here Eſtabliſhed, conſonant to our 
Charter, and will further the Execution of Juſtice for the time afore- 
laid, according to the righteous Rules of God's Word, and the Laws 
of this Colony. So help you God. 


For the Judges of the Superiour, and County Courts, Mutatis Mutandis, vis. 


you being appointed Judges of the Superiour Court 

over this, Colony for the Year Enſuing, Do Swear by the Name 
of the Ever Living God, that as Judges of the ſaid Court, you 
will indifferently Miniſter Juſtice according to Law, without Reſpect 
of Perſons; Take no Bribe, Give no Counſel in any Matter that 
ſhall come before you, nor Deny Right to any ; but Well, and 
Truly m erform your Office of Judges, as aforeſaid, according to your 
beſt Skill, and Judgment. So help you God. 


For TFuſtices of the Peace, Viz. | 


you - =" - - Swear by the Name of the Ever Living God, that 
as Juſtice of the Peace in the County of H. according to the 
Commiſſion given you, you will Adminiſter Juſtice Equally, and 
Impartially in all Caſes, and do Equal Right to the Poor, and to 
the Rich after your beſt Skill, and Power, and according to Law: 
And you ſhall not be of Counſel in any Quartel that ſhall come 
before yuus nor Lett for Giit, or other Cauſe, but Well, and Truly 
do your Cfffice of Juſtice of the Peace, taking. only your Lawtful 
Fees ; and you ſhall not Direct, or cauſe to be Directed any Warrant 
by ycu made; to the Parties, but you. ſhall Direct your Warrant 
to the Sheriff, his Under-Sheriff, or Deputy, Conſtable, or other Officer 

open for the Execution of the ſame in the County, cr to ſome 
Indifferent Perſon ; and this you ſhall do without Favour, or Reſpett 


; of Perſons. 58 help v Co. 


To the Trea- 
ſurer of the 
Gclony, 


4 » bi #7 ap 
K ien 


n 


DV-10 10 20 J n 9071 3 
; TFe.ͤ.ͥ or the: Colony Treaſurer, Vi. 
IWS I J bs 2d Hasi 10 1 % eb boo ele e N 
4 Ou F. V. being Choſen Treaſurer for this Colony of Connefticut 
for the Tear Enfuing, and until a New be Choſen, Do Swear, that 
14 5——— to the Beſt of your Skill attend the Place, and 
ffice of a Treaſurer for this Colony, in ſending out your Warrants 
for Collecting all ſuch Sums of Money as are due to the Colon), 
by Fines, Kates, or otherwiſe ; and that you will pay out of the 
ſame in ſuch Sums, and in ſuch Manner as you ſhall be appointed 
to by the Court, as your ſhall have it in the Common Treaſure”; 
and that you will according to Law, ſe the Conſtables make up 


F\ 


their Accompts with you, ar fine ennie Law for their 


neglect; and that you will render a true Accompt of all things concerning 
your Office, when you are called thereunto by the General Court. & 


help you God. * 
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For the Secretary, Viz. 'þ 
= you G. V, being Choſen Secretary for this Colony of Connecticut | 
> of for the Year Enſuing, and until a New be Choſen, Do Swear, To the Secre- } 
does that you will keep the Secrets of the Court; and Carefully Execute tary. f 
-_ the Place, and Office of a Secretary according to the. beſt of your 1% 


| f 
a Skin: And Truly, and Faithfully Record alf Acts, and Orders of | 
the Court; and deliver True Copies, and Certificates when they ſhall j 


Sor be Neceſſarily Required of you. So help you God. | 
* For the Sheriffs, Vit. N 
vi You J. T. being Appointed Sheriff for the County of H. Do | 


Swear that you will with all Faithfulneſs, and Diligence Serve 
oor all fuch Writs, and Attachments as ſhall be Directed unto you, (and To the Skeriffs 


* come to your Hand ) by Lawful Authority; and Return them to 
you the Court where they are Returnable ; and alſo that you will Serve 
pect all ſuch Executions Granted by the Secretary, Treaſurer, or other 
chat Clerk Authorized thereunto, delivered unto your hands, and Collect, 
ad or Levy the Goods you are Directed to according to the ſaid 
your Executions, whether it be for the Public Treaſury, or Particular 


Perſons : and that you will with convenient Speed, deliver ſuch 
Goods as you ſhall Levy as aforeſaid, into the hands of the 
Treaſurer, or other particular Perſon, or Perfons to whom they do 
Belong; and that you will do and Execute all ſuch Lawful Commands, 
Directions, and Warrants, as you ſhall receive from the Governour, 
or any Magiſtrate, Magiſtrates, or Juſtice of the Peace, Court, or 
Courts, according, to your Office ; and thus during the whole Time 
you ſhall continue in your Office, you will Demean your ſelf without 
Reſpect of Perſons, or Favour of any Man: But in Caſe you meet 
with any Difficulty, which you cannot Reſolve, you may Suſpend till 
you can have Advice therein from Authority, So help you Ged. 


For the Deputies,' or Repreſentatives, Viz, 


YOu do Swear by the Ever Living God, that in all Caſes wherein 

you are to deliver your Vote, or Sentence againſt any Criminal Ts the Depu- 
Offence ;.or between Parties in any Civil Caſe, you will deal Uprightly, ties, or Re- 
and Juſtly according to your beſt Judgment, without Reſpett of Perſons : prelentatives. 
And that you will according to your Skill, and Ability Aſſiſt in all other 
Public Affairs of this Court Faithfully, and Truly according to the Duty 
of your Fines when you ſhall be preſent to Attend the ſame, Se help 
Jeu God. 

For the Grand Furors, Viz, 


YOu do Swear by the Name of the Ever Living God, that you 
will Diligently Enquire after, and True Preſentment make of all To the Grand 
Breaches of Law that ſhall come to your Knowlege, according to Jurors. 
your Charge, ( Unleſs ſome Religious Tye of Conſcience ſurely Bottomed 
Bin the Word of God Bind you to Secreſie) the King's Counſel, your 
n, and your Fellows you will keep Secret : You will Preſent no Man 
for Envy, Hatred, or Malice ; neither will you leave any Man Unpre- 
ſented for Love, Fear, Favour, or Affection, or in Hope of Reward ; but 
you will Preſent Things Truly as they come to your Knowlege, according 
tothe beſt of your Underſtanding, and according to the Laws of this 
Fo Colony. So help you God. 


A For 
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— Kc. i... ct... Py FITS 


To the Petit 
Jurors. 


To the Jury 
inCivil Cales, 


ToWitneſſes, 


 ToConftables 


To the Tu 
of —_— 


For the Petit Jurors, Viz. 


Ou Swear by the Ever Living God, that without Reſpect of 

- Perſons, or Favour of any Man, you ſhall Well, and Truly Try, 
and True Deliverance Make between Our Sovereign Lord the 
King, and the Priſoner at the Bar, whom you ſhall have in Charge, 
«ap Ing to your Evidence, and the Laws of this Colony. So belp 
you God. 


For the Jurors in Civil Caſes, Viz. 


you Swear, that you will Duly Try the Iſſue, or Iſſues now to be 

given you in Charge between the Plaintiff, and Defendant ; or 
Plaintiffs, or Defendants, according to the Evidence given you in 
Court, and the Laws of this Colony ; and accordingly a True Verdi& 
give : Your own Counſel, and your Fellows you ſhall duly Obſerve, 
and Keep : You ſhall ſpeak nothing to any One of the Buſineſs, 
and Matters you have in Hand, but among your ſelves ; nor ſhall 
you ſuffer any to ſpeak unto you about the ſame, but in Court : And 
when you are Agreed of any Verdict, you ſhall keep it Secret till 
you Deliver it up in Court. So help you Cod. 


For Witneſſes, Viz. 


you Swear that the Evidence you ſhall give to this Court concerning 
the Caſe now in Queſtion, ſhall be the Truth, the whole Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth. So help you God, 


For Conſtables, Viz. 


you A. B. Swear by the Ever Living God, that for the Year 

Enſuing, and until New be Choſen, and Sworn, you will Faith- 
fully Execute the Place, and Office of a Conſtable for, and within 
the Town of H. and the Limits thereof: And that you will 
Endeavour to preſerve the public Peace of the ſaid Place, and this 
Colony: And will do your beſt Endeavours to ſee all Watches, and 
Wards Executed, and Duly Attended z and Obey, and Execute all 
Lawful Commands, and Warrants that come from any Magiſtrate, 
or Magiſtrates, Juſtice of the Peace, or Court ; and Execute all 
ſuch Orders of Court as ſhall be committed to your Care according 
to your beſt Skill. So help you God. | 


For the Fury of Ingueſts, Viz. 


YOu Swear that you will Diligently Enquire, and True Preſentment 
Make, How, and in what Manner 4. B. (here lying Dead) 
came to his Death : And you ſhall Deliver up to the next 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace a True Verdict thereof according 
to ſuch Evidence as ſhall be given you, and according to your 
Knowlege. So help you God, | | 
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Fes̃ or the Clerks of the Superiour, and County Courta, 
| 7 Mutatis Mutandis, Viz, % | 


you A. B. being Appointed to be Clerk of the Superiour Court, 

Do Swear that you will Carefully, Faithfully, and Diligently 
Attend, and Execute the Place, and Office of ſuch a Clerk : That 
you. will Truly Enter, and Record all Actions, Verdifts, Sentences, 
Orders, and Determinations of the ſaid Court; and Deliver True 

ies when they ſhall be Required of you, Taking no more than 
your Lawful Fees therefor : And that you will Perform, and Execute 
your Office, and Duty therein according to the beſt of your Skill, 
and the Laws of this Colony. So belp you God. . | 


For the Clerks of the Courts of Probate, Viz. 


you A. B. being Appointed to be Clerk of the Court of 

Probates in the Diſtrict of H. Do Swear that you will Care- 
fully, Faithfully, and Diligently Attend, and Execute the Place, and 
Office of ſuch a Clerk : And that you will Truly Record all Wills, 
and Inventories as ſhall be Exhibited into faid Court, and by ſaid 
Court be Ordered to be Recorded ; as alſo all Orders, Sentences, 
and Determinations of ſaid Court; and Deliver True Copies when 
they ſhall be Required of you, Taking only your Lawful Fees 
therefor : And that you will Perform, and Execute your Office, and 
Duty therein according to the beſt of your Skill, and the Laws of 
this Colony. So help you, God. "RY 5 | 

For Town Clerks, Viz. 

Ou A. B. being Choſen, and Appointed to be Town Clerk, 

or Regiſter of the Town of H. Do Sweat that you, will Truly, 
and Faithfally Attend, and Execute the Place, and Office of a Town 
Clerk for the faid Town ot H. according to your beſt Skill; 
and make True Entries. of all ſuch Grants, Deeds of Sale, or of 
Gift, Town Votes, Mortgages, and Alienations, or , Diſpoſitions uf 
Land as ſhall be Compleated according to Law; and of all Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages y/ and of all other, Writings, and Agreements 
as ſhall be brought to you to Record : And that you will Deliver 
True Copies, of the Records in your Hands, when they ſhall-be 
Required of you, Taking only your Lawful Fees. So bel 568 God. 


' F* 64 | | 5 37 
19%] For . Packers, Vi. 


Ou 4. B. being Choſen, and Appointed to be Packer of Beef, 
Pork, and other Goods for the Town of H. Do Swear, that 
you will Well, and Truly Pack all Beef, Pork, and other Goods, 
and Commodities when you ſhall be thereunto Required + That you 
will Pack no Kind of Goods, or Proviſions but ſuch as are Good, 
Sound, Sortable, and Merchantable ; nor in any Caſk that is not 
tall Gage : And that you will ſet your own particular Mark upon 
a Caſk Packed by you; and all Things proper to your Place, and 
Force of Packer you ſhall Faithfully Perform, and Diſcharge according 
to your beſt Skill, Judgment, and Conſcience, Se help you God. 
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To the Clerk” 
of the Supe- 
ricr Court, 

and County 
Courts | 


To the Clerks 
of the Courts 
of P robates. 4 


To Town | 
Clerks, 


To Packers: 
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To Fence- 

viewers, Lea-- 
ther Sealers, 
Gagers,Seal- 
ers of weights . 


and meaſures, y 
Liſters, Sur. 


veyors, Hay- 
wards, Town- 
Treaſurers, 
Scavengers, 
Clerks of Ow- 


ners of Sheep. 


To Branders © 


of Hoiſes. 


To County 


Surveyors, 


To Attornies. 


For Fence- Vitwers; Leather Salers ;| a Sealers: of id. þ and 
Meaſures ; Liſters ; Surveyors of High- Ways ; Haywards ; Town- 
T Teaſnrers ; Scavengers ; Clerks of the Canes of Sheep, Se. Viz, 


you Swear by the Name of the Ever E5ving God, bf you will 
from Time to Time Diligently, and Faithfully "Diſcharge, and 
execute the Office of wiehin the Limits wWhereto 
are appointed, for the Yer Enfuing, and until another be Choſen 
in your Place, and Sworn; and that in all the Particulars Mentioned 
in the Laws whereto your Office hath Relation; and that you will 
4 therein Impartially IEM. to Law, without Fe ny” or | Favour, 
So help you God; $02 3 


Fer Brander: of Horſes, Bye, ©: 


Y Ou A. B. being Choſen, and Appointed Brander of Horſes for the 
Town of H. Do Swear that you will Truly, and Faithfülly Attend, 
Diſcharge, and Execute your Office of Brander, for the ſaid Town 
of H. that you will Brand, make true Entry, and keep a clear 
Record of all ſuch Horſe kind as ſhall be preſented 'to' you for 
that End according to Law; and that you will Toll, or make 4 
true Record of all Sales, Gifts; and Exchanges of Horſekind, made, 
d Preſented to you; that you will not Brand any Horſckind 
rohibited' by Law to be Branded: And that you will grant True 
Copies of your Records, Entries; and Certificates when demanded 


taking only your Lawful Fees. S help you God. \ 
For Apprizers of Lands," Viz. 
You -* Od of - being Appointed to-Apprize ſuch Lands as are nov 
to be Preſented to you; Do Swear, that all Partiality, Prejudice, 


and other Siniſter Reſpects laid aſide, you will Apptize t e faid Land 
according to the preſent True, and -Juſt Vale thereof to the Creditor, 0 
Creditors Pho are to Receive the ſame; and that you will do therein 


atcording to your beſt Judgment, and Conſcience. $% help gon Gel. 

ane : ** . 9 Fi Cotnty drier Viz. * 8 | 

you 4 B. being Survey of Labdy in- / the Coin 
of H. Po Swear s Appoiy will Faithfully Attend to, and Diſcharg: 


your Office of Surveyor of Lands unto which you are Appointed, 
without Favour, or Reſpect of Perſohs ;"taking only your Juſt Fees 


by Law. owed. So bel ou Gd 
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Yo. 5 e erg will do no. Fallhpod; nor gehe 2 
| in the Court; and if you no o to be 

mall a. ret thereof to the Ju 1* Jutices of the Son 
"or forme. f chan. that it may be Reformed: You ſhall not Witti 
abi Wil &21 ote, Sue; tore be Sued any Falſe, or Unia 
Sült, nor give Mid, or Co e ſame 2 * ſhall Delay no Man for 
Lucre, Mibee; but 70 f. uſe you ſelf in the Office of m 
Attorney within the Court according to the beſt of your Learning, and 
Diſcretion ; and with all good F Pack as well to the Court as to 
de Client. So Help yon God. b 
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For Apprizers of Deceaſed Perſons Eſtates, Viz. 


you A. B. Do Swear, that all Partiality, Prejudice, and 

Siniſter Reſpects laid aſide, you will Apprize all ſuch Eſtate, 
both Real, and Perſonal of the Deceaſed C. D. as ſhall be Offered 
unto you, according to the preſent True, and Juſt Value thereof in 


Money, by your beſt Judgment, and Conſcience, So belp you God. 
eng For Diſtributers of Eſtates, Viz. | 


Ou Swear that you will accordin your beſt Judgment, and 
Diſcretion - Faithfully, and Equally Divide the Eſtate of J. B. 
according to the Order of Court now given you. So help you God. 


* Fur Society Clerks, Viz. 


you A. B. being Choſen, and Appointed Clerk of this Society, 
Do Swear that you will Truly, and Faithfully Attend, and Execute 
the Place, and Office of a Socicty Clerk for the Taid Society, 
according to your beſt Skill: And make True Entry of all ſuch Votes 
a ſhall be Made by ſaid Society according to Law); and deliver True 
Copies of the ſame when they ſhall be Required of you, taking only 
your Juſt Fees. - So help you Gd. * ITY 


For Chain-Men affiſting the County Surveyor, Viz. 
k * 361 36-114 28 

you A. B. and C. D. being deſired to Aſſiſt 7. C. Surveyor, 
in carrying the Chain, Do Swear by the Ever Living God, that 
you will Faithfully Aſſiſt the ſaid Surveyor in his Service: And that 
you will keep a True Account of all Lines, or Meaſures by you 
Taken, and the ſame give up to ſaid Surveyor. at his Defire;'accordiny 
to your beſt Skill, and Ability. So help you- tt... 
SIN 2WOLOT 26 25 05 | | 
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For Tything-Men, Viz. 

ing, and until New be Choſen, and Sworn, you will faithfully Execute 
the Place, and Office of Tything Man, for, and within the Town of H. 
or Limits whereto you are Appointed ; and that in all the Parti 
mentioned in the Law whereto your Office hath Relation z and that you 
will do therein Impartially according to Law, without Fear, or Favour, 
rr to your beſt Skill, and Knowlege. $89 help yon CO. 
n 380 eee el bag: 3 | N 10 : ONCE n 
dee For the "Auditors ef the  Colony's Accounts, Vin. 


Vic, 


Ou A. B. and C. D. being by this Aſſembly appointed. to Audit the 
ublic Accompts with the Colony Treaſurer, and like wiſe to Receive 
of ſaid Treaſurer what Money hath been brought into the Colony Trea- 
lury by Rates, Fines, Impoſts, or other ways, and the ſame to Diſpdſe 
of as this Aſſembly ſhall Order, Do Swear by the Name of the Ever 
Living God, that you will in the Whole of fad Affar, Diligently,' and 
Fa Attend faid Service 4 and that you will Duly, -and-'Farthfully 
'Viſpole of what Money you ſhall Receive, as aboveſaid, of the Treaſurer, 
'a66ording to the "Order of this Aſſembly now given, or to be 
= Rendring a True Account” to this Aſſembly of your Dow 
* to the Premiſſes. So Help you Cl. 
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YOu 4. B. Do Swear by the Ever Living God, that for the Year Enſu- 
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To the Jury 
Laying out, 
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anHighWay. 


Ta the Jury 
Er quiring 
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Detainer. 
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but what the 
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Oath binding 
when remov d 
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Oaths. aps , 


pointed by 
Act of Parli- 
ament, Ce. 


The Form. 
5 


The Form. 


The Form. 


1 4. B. do Swear, that 1 do from 


For the Fury to Lay Out, or Alter High-Way, Vis. 


YOu Swear by the Name of the Ever Living God, that you will 

Lay out the Way mentioned in the Precept by which you are 
now Summoned, according to the beſt of your Skill, and Judgment; 
with moſt Convenience to the Public, and leaſt 5 to any 
particular Perſon, or Perſons: And that you will make a Juſt Eſtimation 
of the Dammages done to the Property of any particular Perſon, or 
Ferſons by your Laying faid Way according to your beſt Judgment. 
So help you God. 


For the Jury to Enquire into Forceable Entry, or Detainer, Viz. | 


You Swear by the Name of the Ever Living God, that you will 

Well, and Truly Enquire of the Forceable Entry, or Forceable 
Detainer now Complained of; and Return a True Verdict thereof 
according to your 6wn View, and the Evidence given you in Court. 
So help you Cod. wh tie C1) 4 


And be ir further Enacted by rhe Authozity,. afozeſaid That no 
Perſon | ſhall be Compelled, or Obliged to Take any Oath but ſuch 
as the General Court hath Conſidered, Allowed, and Required ; not 
to Uſe any other Ceremony in Taking their Oaths Reſpectively, than 
the Holding up the Hand, as hath been Accuſtomed. | 


And that no Oath of any Aſſiſtant, Councillor, or any other Officer 
ſhall Bind him any further, or longer than whil'ſt he is Reſident, ot 
reputed an Inhabitant in this Colony. 7 5. ai. © 


And it is Reſolved bp this Aſſembly, That the Oaths provided 
by Act of Farliament, inſtead of the Oaths of Allegiance, and Supre- 
macy ; and alſo the Oath of Abjuration, and Declaration againſt. Poperj 
be Printed with the Acts of this Aſſembly; which are as follows, Fiz. 


A. B. do ſincerely Promiſe, and Swear that I will be Faithful, 
and bear True Allegiance to | His Majeſty King GEORGE 
the Sec an. So belp 4 me God. IR n! { wor! lien as oft © 


J TO M701 611 


my Heart Abhor, Deteſt, 
and Ahjure as Impious, and Heretical, that Damnable Doctrine, 


and Poſition, that Princes Excommunicated, or Deprived by the Pope, 


or any Authority of the See of Rome, may be Depoſed, or Marth 
by their SubjeAs; or any other — ah ng And 14 Declare that no 
Forein Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State, or Potentate hath, or ought © 
have any Juriſdiction, Power, Superiority, Pre- eminence, or Authorit ) 
Eocleſialtigal, or Spiritual within the Realm of Great- Britain. 5 
d. lll bas n „ en ie 
T yaoloD n ni 3:44; N Had vn ol adn eee e fi HY 
I 4A. B. do Solemniy, and Sincerely in the Preſence of Gods 
+ Profels, Teſtify, and Declare that I do Believe that in the Sacrament 
of r , there is not any Tranſubſtantiation of the:Elemen® 


of \Bread, and Wine into the Body, and Blood of Chriſt, at, or 
che Conlecration thereof, by any Perſon whatſoever: And chat the 


Invocation, or Adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint. 
and the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 4 are — uſed in the Church 
of Rome, are Superſtitious, and Idolatrous : And I do Solgmanly M 


ACTS AND LAWS, . 
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the Preſence of God, Profeſs, Teſtify, and Declare that I do make 
this Declaration, and every Part thereof in the Plain, and Ordinary 
Senſe of the Words Read unto me, as they are commonly Underſtood 
by Engliſh Proteſtants, without any Evaſion, Equivocation, or Mental 
Reſervation whatſoever ; and without any Diſpenſation already granted 
me for this Purpoſe by the Pope, or any © Authority, or Perſon 
whatſoever ; or without any Hope of any ſuch Diſpenſation from any 
Authority, or Perſon whatſoever ;-or without Thinking that I am, 
or can be Acquitted before God, or Man; or Abſolved of this Decla- 
ration, or any Part thereof, although the Pope, or any other Perſon, 
or Perſons, or Power whatſoever ſhould Diſpenſe with, or Annul the 
fame ; or Declare that it was Null, and Void from the Beginning, 


I A. B. do Truly, and Sincerely Acknowlege, Profeſs, Teſtify, 

and Declare in my Conſcience before God, and the World, 
that Our Sovereign Lord King GEORGE the Second, is Lawful, hs Sans, 
and Rightful King of this Realm, and all other His Majeſty's 
Dominions, and Countries thereunto belonging : And Ido Solemnly, 
and Sincerely Declare, that I do Believe in my Conſcience, that the 
Perſon pretended to be Prince of Wales, during the Life of the Late 
King James, and his Deceaſe pretending to be, and taking upon 
himſelf the Stile, and Title of King of England, by the Name of 
James the Third; or of Scotland, by the Name of James the Eighth ; 
or. the Stile, and Title of King of Great- Britain, hath not any Right, 
or Title whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm, or any other the 
Dominions thereto belonging : And I do Renounce, Refuſe, and 
Abjure any Allegiance, or Obedience to him : And I do Swear, that 
I will bear Faith, and true Allegiance to His Majeſty King GEORGE 
the Second, and Him will Defend to the Utmoſt of my Power againſt 
all Traiterous Conſpiracies, and Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be 
made againſt His Perſon, Crown, or Dignity : And I will do my 
Utmoſt Endeavour to Difcloſe, and make Known to His Majeſty, 
and His Succeſſors, all Treaſons, and Traiterous Conſpiraces which 
I' ſhall Know to be againſt Him, or any of Them: And I do 
Faithfully Promiſe to the Utmoſt of my Power, to Support, Main- 
tain, and ' Defend the Succeſſion of the Crown againſt him the ſaid 
James, and all other Perſons whatſoever ; Which Succeſſion by an Act, 
Entituled, An A# for the further Limitation of the Crown, and better 
Securing the Rights, and Liberties of the Subject, Is, and ſtands 
Limited to the Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs, and Dutcheſs- Dowager of 
Habe ver, and the Heirs of Her Body being Proteſtants : And all 
the Things I do Plainly, and Sincerely Acknowlege, and Swear, 
cording to theſe Expreſs Words by me ſpoken, and according to 
the Plain, and Common Senſe, and Underſtanding of the ſame Words, 
without any Equivocation, Mental Evaſion, or Secret Reſervation 
whatſoever : And I do make this Recognition, Acknowlegement, 
Abjuration, Renunciation, and Promiſe, Heartily, Willingly, and Truly, 
upon the True Faith of a Chriſtian, So help me God. 
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An Act for Puniſhing, and Preventing of 
Oppreſſion. 


HERE AS Oppreſſion is a Miſchievous Evil, to which 
Men are prone m their Trade, and Dealings. 


Therefore, 


Be ft Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
Sener Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the lame, 
That if any Perſon, or Perſons, ſuch as Merchants, Shop-Keepers, 
Traders, Victuallers, or Handy-Crafts-Men ; or Trades-Men, as Smiths, 
Shoe-Makers, Carpenters, Joiners, ; Taylors, Weavers ; or other 
Tradeſ- Men, or Labourers whatſoever, ſhall Oppreſs any Perſon, or 
Perſons by Demanding, or Taking Exceſſive Wages for Work ; or 
Unreaſonable Prices for ſuch Wares, Merchandizes, or Commodities 
as ſhall paſs from Man to Man, he, or they fo Offending ſhall Forteit, 
and Pay to the Party Injured a Penalty according to the Quality of 
the Offence, as the Court before whom the Convittion ſhall be made 
ſhall Determine ; Not Exceeding Three-fold the Dammage ſuſtained 
by ſuch Oppreſſion. 


And for a Rule of Proceeding for Relief of ſuch as Complain & 
Oppreſſion. 


Be ft further Enacted by the Authozitp afozeſaid, That when 
any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall make Complaint to Authority of Op- 
preſſion done by any other Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever, in any of 
the Matters aforeſaid ; the Authority to whom ſuch Complaint ſhall 
be made, ſhall Appoint, and Call before him, or them Two, © 
Three of the ſame Occupation, or Trade the Perſon is of, who is 
Complained of for Oppreſſion ; which Two, or Three Perſons ſhall 
be Sworn by ſaid Authority to give their Judgment, and Opinion 
concerning the Price of ſuch Goods, Wares, or Commodities Sold, 
or Labour Done; and Return the ſame to ſaid Authority: Which 
Judgment, and Opinion ſhall be the ground of Legal Conviction. 


And where the Penalty doth not Exceed the Sum Tryable by © 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, ſuch Authority is hereby Impowred 
to Hear, and Determine the ſame : But if the Penalty be abo 
that Sum, the Perſon Offending ſhall be Recognized to Anſwer fu" 
A range at the next County Court, who ſhall Hear, and Determine 

e ſame; | 


And the Offender, on Conviction, ſhall pay the Coſts of Proſecution 
beſides the Penalty to be Awarded, as aforeſaid, 


An Ad 
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An Act againſt Breaking the Peace. 


BE ſt Enacted by the Eovernonr, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Aurhozity ol the ſame, 
That whoſoever ſhall Diſturb, or Break the Peace, by Tumultuous, 


? 


and Offenſive Carriages, Threatning, Traducing, Quarrelling, Chal- 


lenging, Aſſaulting, Beating, or Striking any other Perſon, ſuch Perſon, 
or Perſons ſo Offending, ſhall be liable ro pay to the Party Hurt, 
or Stricken Juſt Dammages ; and alfo half pay ſuch Fine, as on 
Conſideration of the Party Smiting, or been Smitten, and with what 
Inſtrument, Danger more, or leſs, Time, Place, and Provocation 
ſhall be Judged Juſt, and Reaſonable, according to the Merit of the 
Offence, as the Judges ſhall Determine, 2 

And if ſuch Offence be Aggravated by ſome Notorious, and High- 
Handed Violences, the Offender, or Offenders ſhall be Bound ov 
to the next County Court to Anſwer for ſuch Offence. "TT 


And whereas Indian, Negroe, and Molatto-Servants, and Slaves are 
very apt to be Turbulent ; and often to be Quarrelling with White 
People, to the great Diſturbance of the Peace. 


Be it therefore further Enaced by rhe Authozſty afozeſaſd, That 
if any Indian, Negroe, or Molatto- Servant, or Slave, ſhall Diſturb the 
Peace, as aforeſaid ; or ſhall Offer to Strike any White” Per/on, and 
be thereof Convicted, ſuch Servant, or Slave ſhall be puniſhed b 
Whipping ; at the Diſcretion of the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice that ſh 
have Cognizance thereof : Not exceeding Thirty Stripes for One Offence. 


And that' Effeftual Means may be Uſed for the Preſerving, and 
Promoting of the Peaceable Behaviour, and Good Converſation of His 
Majeſty's Subjects in this Colony; and for Preventing, and Suppreſſing 
what is Contrary thereto.” | 


„Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That the 
Surety of the Peace, or Good Behaviour, as the Merit of the Caſe 
ſhall. Require, may, and ſhall be Granted by any of His Majeſty's 
Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices of the Peace in this Colony, againſt all, and 
every ſuch Perſon, and Perſons, as by Threatning Words, Turbulent 
Behaviour, or Actual Violence; or by any other Unlawful Action 
ſhall Terrify, or Diſquiet any of His Majeſty's Subjects: And alſo 
againſt Common Barraters, who frequently Stur up, and Maintain 
Suits at Law in Courts, or Quarrels, and Parties in the Country 
as alſo againſt ſuch as Invent, and Sow Falſe Reports, whereby Diſcord 
ariſeth, or may ariſe among Neighbours : Alſo againſt ſuch as are of 
Evil Name, or Fame); generally for Maintaining, or Reſorting to 
Houſes Suſpected to be Houſes of Bawdery, and Incontinency : Alſo 
againſt Night Walkers, that be of Evil Name, or Report generally: 
Or ſuch as Eve-drop Mens Houſes, or Caſt Mens Carts into Ponds 3 
or Commit other ſuch like Miſdemeanours, Outrages, or Diſorders in 
the Night Seaſon : Alſo againſt Idle Perſons, Libellers, 
and againſt ſuch like Offenders, 

And if any ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Refuſe to give Surety 
for the Peace, or Good Behaviour, it ſhall be in the Power of any 
One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace to Commit ſuch Perſon, or 
Perſons to the Common Goal, there to Remain till Delivered according 
to Order of Law, | 

| B b Be 
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Preventing Breaking the Peace. 


Penalty on 
perſous who 
Reſiſt, or A 
bule any Ci- 
vil Officer. 


per ſons ma- 
king cem 
plaint to the 
Authority of 
being Aſſaul 
red, Bearen, & 
Wounded, & 
ſh-wing their 
Wounds, the 
perſous ſuſ 
pected of he 
ing guilty of 
the Crime to 
be Arrcfted, 
c. 


They not able 
to clear tliem- 
ſelves, ro pay 
all Dammages- 


Be it further Enacted bp the Authozity afozeſaid, That if any 
Perſon ſhall Abuſe any Magiſtrate, or Juſtice of the Peace; or Reſiſt, 
or Abuſe any Sheriff, Conſtable, or other Officer in the Execution ot 
his Office. ; ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall find Sureties for the Peace, 
ahd good Behaviour until the next County Court in that Cour ty; or 
on Refuſal may be committed to the Common Goal, there to remain 
until the next County Court; which Court ſhall take Cognizance of 


the Wrongs, and Abuſes done to ſuch Officer, or Officers by ſuch 


Offender, or Offenders; and lay ſuch Penalty upon him, or them, 
(he, or they being thereof Legally Convifted ) as the Merit of the 
Offence ſhall deſerve, appearing by the Circumſtances of the ſame ; not 
Exceeding Ten Pounds. 


And whereas ſome Perſons do Secretly Attempt Miſchief, and Hurt 
ta Others, and do Commit great Outrages upon them in ſuch Manner 
that Proof cannot eafily be had. 


For the detecting, and puniſhing of Which : 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afazeſaid, That if any 
Perſon ſhall Break the Peace by Secretly Aſſaulting, Beating, Maiming, 
Wounding, or Hurting another, the Perſon ſo Aſſaulted, and Injured, 
making Application, and Complaint to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace, ſhewing him what Hurt, or Wounds he has received 
thereby ; ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſhall forthwith grant out a Writ 
to the Sheriff of the County, or his Deputy, or Conſtable of the 
Town where fuch Aſſault ſhall he made, Commanding them, or 
either of them, to Arreſt, and bring before him ſuch Perſon fo 
Aſſaulting, to Anſwer fuch Complaint 3. who upon Oath being made 
againſt him of ſuch Aſſault, and of the Wounds, or Bruiſes thereby 
Received by the Perſon Aſſaulted, and Beaten, ſhall be Bound in a 
ſufficient Bond with Sureties, for his Appearance at the next County 
Court in that County, to Anſwer to the Complaint, aforeſaid : And 
in caſe of Refuſal to become Bound, as aforeſaid, ſuch Perſon Com- 
plained of ſhall be Committed to the Common Goal of the County, 
there to remain till the next Seſſions of the ſaid County Court. 


And if the Perſon fo Bound, or Committed ſhall not on Tryal 
of the Caſe fſatishe the Court that he was at / ſome other Place at the 
Time the ſaid Aſſault was made, and was not the Perton who gave it, 
he ſhall be Adjudged Guilty; and ſhall be Sentenced to pay the 
Perſon Aſſaulted, and Injured all ſuch Damages as he ſhall have 
ſuſtained by ſuch Aſſault, and Beating : Or in caſe ſaid Dammages 
cannot then be computed, the Offender ſhall give Bond with ſufficient 
Surety, or Sureties to pay all ſuch Dammages as ſhall be afterwards 
Awarded by ſaid Court at ſome other Seſſions, to which the = 


ſhall be Continued ; together with Coſts of Proſecution : And 


pay to the Treaſurer of the County ſuch Fine as the faid Court 
ſhall Order ; not Exceeding the Sum of Twenty Pounds, and ſtand 
Committed till ſuch Sentence is performed. 
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Puniſhing of Perjury. 


An Act for the Puniſhing of Perjury 


E it Enacted, and Ordained by the Governour, Council, and 

Aepreſentatives,in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp 
of the ſaine, That if any Perſon, or Perſons, either by the Subornation, 
Unlawful Procurement, Reward, Siniſter Perſwaſion; or Means of any 
Other; or by their own Act, Conſent, or Agreement, ſhall Wilfully, 
and Corruptly Commit any Manner of Wilful Perjury, by his, or their 
Depoſition in any Court of Record ; or upon Examination, that then 
every Perſon, and Perſons to Offending; and being thereof duly 
Convicted, or Attainted by Law, ſhall for his, or their Offence, Looſe, 
and Forfeit Twenty Pounds The One Moiety thereof unto the public 
Treaſury of this Colony; and the other Moiety to ſuch Perſon, or 
Perſons as ſhall be Grieved, Hindred, or Moleſted by Reaſon of any 
ſuch Offence, that ſhall Sue for the ſame, by Action of Debt, Bill, 
Plaint, Information, or otherwiſe, in any Court of Record ; in the 
which no Wager of Law, Eſſoin, Protection, or Injunction to be 
Allowed. 


And alſo to have Impriſonment by the ſpace of Six Months, without 
Bail, or Mainprize. YE | 


And the Oath of ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſo Offending, not to be 
Received in any Court of Record, until ſuch Time as the Judgment 
given againſt the ſaid Perſon, or Perſons ſhall be Reverſed by Attaint, 
or otherwile, 


And upon every ſuch Reverſal, the Party Agrieved to Recover his, 
or their Dammages againſt all, and every ſuch Perſon, and Perſons as 
did procure the ſaid Judgment ſo Reverſed to be given againſt them, 
or any of them, by Action, or Actions upon his, or their Caſe, or 
Caſes, according to the Courſe of the Common Law. 


And if it happen the ſaid Offender, or Offenders ſo Offending have 


not any Goods, or Chattels to the Value of Twenty Pounds, that 
then he, or they ſhall be ſet on the Pillory by the ſpace of One 
whole Hour, in ſome County Town where the Offence was committed, 
or next adjoining to the Place where the Offence was committed; 
and to have both his Ears Nailed : And from thenceforth to be Diſ- 
ersdited, and Diſabled for Ever to be Sworn in any Court of Record, 
until ſuch Time; as the. Judgment ſhall be Reverſed..; - - 


no 995%) ee age rr | | 
And all, and every Perſon, or Perſons who ſhall Unlawfully, and 
Corruptly Procure any: Witneſs, or Witneſſes by Letters, Rewards, 
Promiſſes; or by any other Siniſter, and Unlawful Labour, or Means 
whatſoever, to Commit any Wilful, or Corrupt Perjury in any Matter, 
or Cauſe whatſoever Depending, or that ſhall be Depending in Suit, and 
Variance, by any Writ, Action, Bill, Complaint, or Information in 
any Court of Record ; every ſuch Offender being thereof duly Con- 
victed, or Attainted by Law, ſhall for his, or their Offence be Pro- 
ceeded againſt, and Suffer the like Pains, Penalties, Forfeitures, and 
Diſability in all Reſpects as above Mentioned. 
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An Act concerning Petitions, and Prayers, or 
Memorials to the General Aſſembly, 


BE it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Aepreſentatives, in 
General Court Allembied, and by rhe Authonty of rhe ſame, 
That no Petition, Prayer, or Memorial Made, or Preferred by any 
Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever to the General Aſſembly, ſhall be 
Heard, or Conſidered by ſaid Aſſembly, where any other Perſon, or 
Perſons is, or are Concerned in the Eſtate, Matter, Thing, or Things 
in Controverſie, and have Right to be Heard concerning the ſame, 
unleſs he, or they ſo concerned have been Summoned, or Notified 
thereof, at leaſt Twelve Days before the Firſt Txe/day which ſhall 
be next after the Opening of the ſaid Afſembly ; and alſo have an 
Atteſted Copy of ſuch Petition, Prayer, or Memorial given, or offered 
to him, or them; or left at the place of his, or their Uſual Abode, 
at leaſt Twelve Days before ſuch Tueſday. 


And that all Summons's for the Adverſe Party to Appear, and 
Anſwer to the ſaid Petitions, Prayers, or Memoraals ſhall ve for their 
Appearance on the ſaid Tueſday. 


And that if any Perſon, or Perſons preferring ſuch Petition, Prayer, 
or Memorial in Controverſial Matters ſhall not Appear on Weane/day 
next after the ſaid Tueſday, to Proſecute the ſame, it ſhall Abate, 


And if upon Trial of the Caſe in any Petition contained, it doth 
Appear that per the Petitioner, or the Petitioners ; or the Perſon, 
or Perſons Summoned to Anſwer do, or have given the other Party 
Unjuſt Trouble, the Party, or Parties Wronged ſhall be Allowed his, 
or their Juſt Coſt, and Dammages, as in other Caſes. 


Provided always, That no Petition ſhall be Preferred to the General 
Aſſembly wherein the Value of the Debt, Dammage, or other Matter, 
or Thing about which the Controverſie did Ariſe, does no 
the Sum of Seven Pounds. | 
And te is further Enacted by the Wuthozity, afozeſaid That all 
Memorials; or Prayer for, or concerning any Matter, or Thing wherein 
ao other Perſons; or Parties are Concerned, or ſo Intereſted as that 
they ought to be Cited, or | Notified thereof, which ſhall be Preferred 
to the General Aſſembly, ſhall be Lodged in the Secretary's Office on, 
or before the Eighth Day of the Seſſion of that Aſſembly to which 
chey are Preferred; otherwiſe they ſhall not be Heard. 
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O2dering, and Directing Pleas, and-Pleadings. 185 


An A for Ordering, and Reguiating Pleas, and 
Ylcadings, 


O R preventing Unneceſſary Charge, and Delays in the ſeveral 
Courts of Common Pleas in this Colony ;, and for the more Regular 
roceeding in Trials thertin. 


Be it Enaged by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Allembled, and by the Aurhozity of the ſame, 
That all Pleas made in Abatement of Writs, or Proceſſes in any of 
the County Courts in this Colony, ſhall be Made, Heard, and. De- 
termined z and the Iſſue in every Caſe Joined, and an Entry thereof 
made before the Jury is Impanelled. 


And upon every Appeal from a Determination of Pleas made in 
Abatement of the Writ, or Proceſs, the Cauſe ſhall be Referred 
with the Appeal to the next Superiour Court, where the Plea in 
Abatement thall be Finally Iſſued; and if the Caſe proceed, the Iflue 
ſhall there be Joined, Unleſs by the Courſe of the Pleadings there ſhall 
be a Demurrer in Law only. 


And in Caſe any Defendant will not Make his Plea, or Join Iſſue, 
Judgment ſhall be given againit him upon a Nibi! Dicit. 


That the General Iſſue, of not Guilty, Ni Debet, no Wrong, or 
Diſſeiſin, or any other General Plea proper to the Action, whereby 
the whole Declaration is put upon Proot, according to the Nature 
of the Caſe, may be made by the Defendant 3 under which General 
Flea the Defendant ſhall have Liberty upon Trial of the Caſe on ſuch 
General Iſſue to give his Title in Evidence, or any other Matter in 
his Defence, or Juſtification, as the Nature of the Action may be ; 
Excepting only a Diſcharge from the Plaintiff, or his Accord, or 
ſome. other ſpecial Matter, whereby the Detendant by the Act of the 
8 is Saved, or Acquitted from the Plaintiff's Demand in the 

ation. | 


And whenſoever any Party ſhall ſuppoſe he has Miſſed his Plea, 
wherher the General Iſſue, or Special Flea, which would have ſaved 
him in his Juſt Cauſe, he ſhall have Liberty to alter his Plea; and 
the. Oppolite Pagty, ſhall have a Reaſonable Time aſſigned him for 
making Anſwer. thereunto : And if the new Plea be found Inſufficient 
for the Juſtifying him that made it, Reaſonable Satisfaction ſhall be 
Awarded by the Court before which the Trial is, to the other Party 
for; the, greater Delay which is made thereby z according to the Intereſt 


bf Money, Rent of Land, or Improvement of any other Thing Reco» 


vered by the Suit. 


hey Provided nevertheleſs, That no Defendant ſhall in the Trial of any 


Cauſe, be admitted to Demur to the Declaration after he hath Pleaded 
to Iſſue, and a Judgment thereon hath been given by any Court, 


ay Thing to the concrary before in this Act notwithſtanding, 
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190 Maintaining, and Suppoꝛting the Poo, 


An Act for Maintaining, and Supporting the 
| Poor, | 


E ir Enacted by the Eovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
Each Tow to I) General Court Aſſembled. and by tue Authozity of the ſame, 
take care of That each Town in this Colony ſhall take Care of, Support, and 
rs own krot. Maintain their own Poor. 


And the Sele&-Men for the Time being, or Overſeers of the Poor, 
W where any ſuch are Choſen) ſhall have full Power to Expend, or 
men or Over- Diſburſe out of the Town Stock, or Treaſury what they ſhall Judge 
leersof the Meet, and Neceſſary from Time to Time, for the Relief, Supply, and 
Poor, to draw Support of any of the Poor belonging to their Town, fo far as to 
_—— the Amount of Five Pounds : And if more be Needful, the faid 
toRelieve the Select-Men, or Overſeers, or the Major Part of them, ſhall with the 
Poor, Advice of the Authority of that Town, ( if any there be ) Expend, 
and Diſburſe what ſhall be by them Judged Needful for the Relief 

of the Poor, as aforeſaid. 


And in Caſe there be none of the Civil Authority in any Town, 
Select men & the Select-Men, or Overſeers, aforeſaid, of ſuch Town may Act as 
Overſeers of Fully as if they had ſuch Advice in the Caſe aforeſaid, for the Relief 


thePoor their 


Fowl, 9% Victuals, Cloathing, Fire-Wood, or any other Thing Neceſſary for 


their Support, or Subſiſtance. 


And if any Sele&-Man, or Overſeer of the Poor do Neglect, or 

Penalty on Refuſe to give a Juſt Account upon Oath of what he hath Expended, 
Selett men & as aforeſaid, and of what of the Towns Stock, or Money is in his 
Overſeers for Cuſtody, upon Ten Days Warning, before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of 
their Negleck. the Peace, when called to it by the Town, and to Return what is 
not Expended to, and for the Uſe aforeſaid to the Town, he, or they 

ſhall be Committed, by an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace to the 

Goal, there to Remain at his, or their own Coſt, and Charge until 

he, or they ſhall give ſuch Account, and make Return, as aforeſaid. 


That if any Poor Perſon, or Perſons who have had, or ſhall have 
Relief, or Supplies from any Town, ſhall ſuffer their Children to Live 
Chittrents Idly, or Miſpend their Time in Loitering ; and Neglect to Bring them 
- bebroughe up up, or Employ them in ſome Honeſt Calling, which may be profitable 
toLabour,&c. to Themſelves, and the Public: Or if there ſhall be at any Time any 
Family that cannot, or do not Provide Competently for their Children, 
whereby they are Expoſed to Want, or Extremity ; Or if there be 
Children that any Poor Children in any Town, belonging to fuck Town, that Lire 
live Poor, and Idly, or are Expoſed to Want, and Diſtreſs, and there are none to 
Idly tobe take Care of them, it ſhall, and may be Lawful for the Select- Men, 
Bound out or Overſeers of the Poor in each Town; and they are hereby Im- 
9 powred, and Directed, with the Aſſent of the next Aſſiſtant, or Justice 
men, &c, of the Peace to Bind out any, and every ſuch Poor Child, or Children 
belonging to ſuch Town, to be Apprentices, or Servants, where they 
ſhall fee Convenient: A Male Child till he come to Twenty One 
Years of Age; and a Female till ſhe come to the Age of Eighteen 
Years ; which Binding ſhall be as Effectual to all Intents, and Purpoſes 
as if any ſuch Child were of Full Age, and by Indenture of Covenant 
hag Bound him, or her elf, 


And 


of their Poor, and for the Supplying them, or any of them with 
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Providing, and Maintaining Pounds, &c. 11 


And that if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall come to Live in wy 
Town in this Colony, and be there Received, and Entertained by the 
ſpace of Three Months ; and if by Sickneſs, Lameneſs, or the Rke, 
he, or they come ta want Relief, &ery fuch Perſon, or Perfons ſhall 
be Provided for by that Town wherein he, or they were ſo lon 
Entertained, at ſaid” Towns own proper Coſt, and Charge; Unleſs fi 
Perſon, or Perſons by Law are to be provided for by any particular 
Inhabitant of ſuch Town : Or unleſs ſuch Perſon, or Perſons wanting 
Relief have within the ſaid Three Months been Warned as the Law 
directs, to Depart, and Leave the Place: And if ſuch Warning be 
given, and the ſame be Certified to the next Superiour Court to be 
Held in the fame County, the faid Court ſhall, and may otherwiſe 
Order _ Defraying the Charge ariſing about ſuch Indigent Perſon, 
or Perſons, - 


£ 
1 * 8 a. *»„ th 


An Act for Providing, and Maintaining Pounds, 
and for Regulating the Impounding- Creatures; 
ana for preventing Reſcues, and Pound Breach. 


E ir Enaced bp the Governour, Countil, and Kepreſentativeg, in 
General Court Allembied. and by the Aurhozity of the (ame, 
That there ſhall be Made, .and from Time to Time Kept, and 
Maintained in every Town in this Colony, at the Charge, and Coſt 
of ſuch Town, a ſufficient Pound, or Pounds for the Impounding, 
and Reſtraining therein all ſuch Horſes, Cattel, Swine, and other 
Creatures as ſhall be found Damage Feaſant ; or are, or ſhall be by Law 
Liable to be Impounded. | 
And the Select-Men in each Town, ſhall from Time to Time, as 
Need ſhall Require, Erect, and Maintain a ſufficient Pound, or Pounds, 


FE" "08 


as the Towns have Agreed, or ſhall Agree, at the proper Coſt, and & 


Charge of ſaid Towns. | 

And that if any Town be at any Time hereafter, without a ſufficient 
Pound for the purpoſe aforeſaid, the Select-Men of ſuch Town ſhall 
Forfeit the Sum of Ten Sbillings per Month for every Month ſuch 
Town is Unprovided with a ſufficient Pound, or Pounds ſo Agreed 
upon by ſuch Town, or Towns: One Half to him, or them that 
ſhall Proſecute the ſame to Effect; and the other Half to the County 
Treaſury : Any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace to Hear, and 
Determine the fame. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That if any Town have Granted, or ſhall 
Grant to any particular Pariſh, Hamlet, Vicinity, or Part of any Town 
Liberty, at their own Coſt, and Charge to Ere& a Pound, or Pounds 
for their Conveniency, ( which Grant ſuch Towns are hereby Impowred 
to Make) the ſaid Pound, or Pounds ſhall be Maintained by the ſaid 
Pariſh, Hamlet, Vicinity, or Part of a Town: And the Sele&-Men 
ſhall not ſutfer, or be puniſhable for any Defects therein. 


Be .it further Enaced by the Authoziry aforeſaid, That every 
Perſon Impounding any Horſes, Cattel, Swine, or other Creatures, 
ſhall give Notice thereof to the Owner of ſuch Creatures, as ſoon 
a may be, if the Owner be Known, on pain of Forfeiting the 
lame Penalties as are hereafter in this Act Expreſſed for ſuch Perſons 
as having Notice of their Creatures being Impounded, ſhall Neglect to 
Redeem them out of Pound, That 


Perſons ecm- 
ing to live in 
any Towa, & 
there abiding 
3 Months, & 
not Warned 

out; it they 
come to Want 
to beRelieved 
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Unleſs, Se. 
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pounds to be 
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A Proviſo, 
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| = that 
he, or they ſhall ſuffer ſaid Creatures to continue in Pound, beſides all 
neceſſary Charges the Pound-Keeper ſhall be at in Providing, and giving 


— ___ — — 


That if any Horte Cattel, Swine, or other Creatures ſhall be 


taken Damage Feaſant, and Impounded, and the Owner thereof is not 
Known, the Impounder ſhall forthwith Inform One of the Conſtables 
of the Town thereof; who ſhall Cry ſuch Creatures, with their Natural, 
and Artificial Marks, by Poſting up the ſame in he Town where. they 
are Impounded, and in the Two next Neighbouring Towns; from 
whence it may be moſt likely ſuch Creatures came. 


And if no Owner doth Appear in Three Days after ſuch Creatures 
are Cryed, and Poſted, as aforeſaid, then ſo many of the ſaid Creatures 
ſhall by the ſaid Conſtable be Sold at an Out-cry, as may be ſufficient 
to ſatisfy the e, and Poundage ; and for Meat, and Water, 


with the Charges ariſing for Crying, and Selling the ſame. 


And the Marks Natural, and Artificial of the Creatures ſo Sold, 
ſhall be Entred in the Town Clerk's Office; together with an Account 
of the Charges Ariſen, and the Price of the Creatures, and the Sum 
of the Overplus remaining, (if any be) after the Town Clerk is 
fatisfied for Entry; and ſuch Overplus ſhall be delivered to the Town 
Treaſurer, to be kept for the Owner : But if no Owner Appear within 
One Year, ſuch Overplus ſhall belong to the ſaid Town's Treaſury, 


Provided nevertheleſs, That all Horſes, and Cattel that ſhall be 
Impounded out of any particular Incloſure, and the Owner of ſuch 
Horſes, and Cattel is not Known, the Impounder ſhall Inform One 
of the Conſtables of the Town, who ſhall Cry the ſame, as aforeſaid. 


"And all Horſes ſo Impounded ſhall be alſo Cryed in the Town 
where the Brand belongs that is upon ſuch Horſe, or Horſes, provided 
the Brand belongs to any Town in this Colony : And if no Owner 
Appear within Twenty Days after the ſetting up ſuch Cries ; and the 
Fence about the Incloſure out of which ſuch Creatures were Impounded 
do paſs the View according to Law, and is found Sufficient by Two 


Sworn Fence-Viewers; then ſuch Horſe, Horſes, or Cattel may by the 


Conſtable be Sold at an Out-cry, and after Poundage, Damage, Charge 


of Viewing the Fence, and all other Coſt Ariſing, as aforeſaid, is Satisfied, 
the Overplus, ( if any be ) to be Returned to the Town Treaſurer, 


to be Kept for the Owner : But if no Owner Appear within One 


"Year, the ſame ſhall belong to the Town Treaſury, as aforeſaid. 


Always Provided, That if the Owner, or Owners of ſuch Horſes, or 


Cattel Appear, and come within faid Twenty Days, he, or they ſhall 


receive ſuch Horſe-kind, or Cattel ; paying for Viewing ſaid Fence, 
and other Dammage, and Coſt, which by this Act ſhall be Due, as afore- 


_—_ 


Be it further Enacted bp the Au afozeſaid, That if 
Perſon, or Perſons whoſe 8 A. ſhall be Im 
and he, or they Notified thereof, as aforeſaid, ſhall not within Twenty 
Four Hours after ſuch Notice to him, or them given, either Replieve, 
or Redeem his, or their ſaid Creature, or Creatures out of the Pound, 
every ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Forfeit One Shilling per Head 


for every Beaft ſo by him, or them ſuffered to continue in Pound 3 


and ſo the ſame Sum a Day for every Day after the Firſt 


Meat, and Water to ſuch Creatures ſo continued in Pound, Al 
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All of which Forfeitures as ſhall become Due for Breach of this 
Order, ſhall belong One Half to the Pound-Keeper, and the' other 
Half to the Town Treaſury; ( Juſt Damages, and Poundage 2 
firſt Paid ; which ſhall be done before faid Creatures are Releaſed out 
of Pound) Any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace to Hear, and. 
Determine the ſame : And on Conviction of the Offender, to Grant a 
Warrant for Levying the fame, with Coſt, out of the Eſtates of the, 
Perſons Convicted, as aforeſaid. 1A e 
Be it farther Enacted by rhe Authozfty afozeſaid, That all Horſe- 
Kind which being ſuffered to go at e on the Commons, do 
break into any Common Field, or Particular Inclofure, and are 
there found Damage Feaſant, and from thence Impounded ; the 
Owner thereof (if known) ſhall pay for the Poundage Four pence. 

Head, and Damages, notwithſtanding the Infufficiency of the 
ence ; And in caſe the Owner of ſuch Horſe, or Horſe-Kind, 
cannot be known within the ſpace of Twenty-Four Hours after the 
Impounding the fame, they ſhall be accounted Strays, and be liable 
to be Proceeded with as ſuch. cubs 

That upon the Replevin of any ſuch Horſe, or Horſe kind, or 
other Diſpute in the Law ariſing on any ſuch Matter, when the 
Impounder has under Oath declared the Place from whence. he took 
ſad Horſe, or Horſe-Kind, that - unleſs the Owner of ſuch Horſe, or 
Horſe-Kind can ſhew to the Satisfaction of the Court, or Juſtice before 
whom the Trial is, that the ſaid Horſe, or Horſe-Kind were not ſuffered 
to at Large on the Commons, and did Enter into the ſaid Field, 
or Incloſure through the Inſufficiency of ſome other part of the Fence 
not | Adjoining to the Commons, Judgment ſhall be Rendred againſt, 
the Owner of ſuch Horſe, or Horſe-Kind to pay Juſt Dammages, 
together with . Coſts. 2 X | 


Bt it further Enacted, That the Fee to be paid by the Owner, 

or Owners of all ſuch Horſes, Cattel, Sheep, and Swine as ſhall be taken 

Damage Feaſant, and Impounded, ( whereof Three , Quarters ſhall 

be to the Driver, or Impounder, and One Quarter to 'the Keeper 

of the Key) ſhall be as followeth, Viz. N 
For all U 


0 orſes, Horſe-Kind, and Neat Cattel, Eight. pence per Head: 
For all Sheep, One- pemy per Head : For all Swine, Eigbt- pence per Head: 
Except where the Law provides otherwiſe. 

And chat if any Creatures Lawfully Impounded, ſhall Elcape, and 
ger out of Pound, che Owner thereof being Known, ſhall pay Juſt 
Dammages, and Poundage notwithſtanding : Which ſhall be as Re- 
coverable by Action of Debt, as any other Debt whatſoever. | 
Provided, The Perſon, or Perſons Impounding ſuch Creatures, ſhall 
gwe Outh that he, or they took ſuch Creatures Dammage Feaſant. 


And be it further Enacted by the Muthozſty afozeſaid, That if 
any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Reſcue any Horſes, Cattel, Sheep, Swine, 
or other Creatures, taken up as aforeſaid, out of the Hand, or Cuſtod 
of any Perſon, or Perſons going to Pound with them; or ſhall Refi 
them therein: Or ſhall by any means Convey ſuch Creatures out of 
the Pound,” or Cuſtody of the Law, whereby the Party Wronged may 
be Liable to Looſe his Poundage, and Dammages ; and the Law to be 
Deluded; the Party ſo Offending ſhall for fuch Reſcues, forfeit, and 
pay the Sum of Twenty Shillnigs ; and for ſuch Pound Breach, the 8 
of Forty Shillings : Three Quarters of which ſhall be for the Uſe 

** Cc 
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Perſons not 
able to pay 
the Damages, 
to be Whipt, 
& Aſſign'd 
in Seryice. 


If the Owners 


Servants, or 
Qhildren, Ec. 


Qwners to 


pay Damages, 
4 Fyoviſo. 


All Veſſels 

not belonging 

tothis Colony 

to pay aDuty, 
C, 


the Town Treaſury of that Town wherein the Offence ſhall be com- 
mitted ; and One Quarter thereof to him, who ſhall Proſecute the ſame 
to Effect; and alſo ſhall pay all Dammages to the Party Wronged 
by ſuch Reſcues, or Pound Breach. 9 4 1s 
And if either of ſaid Offences be done by 
not of Ability 
ſaid, ſuch Perſon, or Perſons being Convict, as aforeſaid, ſhall by 
Warrant from the Authority before whom the Conviction is had, be. 
Whipped ; not exceeding Fifteen Stripes for Meer Reſcue, or Pound 
Breach ; and ſhall be Aſſigned in Service to the Party Wronged, to make 
Satisfaction for the Dammages he ſhall have ſuſtained. | Hai 
And if it appear that there were any procurement of the Owner, or 
Owners of the Creatures; or that they were Abetters; or if it be done 
by their Servants, or Children, the ſaid Owner, or Owners ſhall pay all 
2 and Forfeitures, as if he, or they had Perſonally done the 
e. 50 
Always Provided, That, all Complaints for Breach of this Act, 
ſhall be Proſecuted within Nine Months after the Offence is Committed, 
and not after. a 9 


— — — 


An Act for Supplying Powder for the Battery 


at New-London, 


B it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
Genera! Court Aſſembled, and by. rye Authozity of the lame, 
That for all Veſſels not belonging to this Colony, that ſhall be 
Cleared out at any Port in this Colony for any Port, or Flace between 
Philadelphia in Penſylvania, and Portſmouth in Neu- Hampſture, including 
all the Ports in thoſe Colonies ; there ſhall be paid a Duty towards 
Supplying Powder ſor the Battery at New-London, in Manner fol- 
lowing ; ThaT IS To Say, 5 AA 0 
For each Veſſel in Burthen above Ten Tons, and not more than 
Fifty Tons, the Sum of One Sbilling. 5 el n 0! 
For each Veſſel above Fifty Tons, and not more than One Hundred 


Tons, the Sum of Two Shillings. 


And for each Veſſel above One Hundred Tons, the Sum of 7 hret 
Shillings. 


And in like Manner for all Veſſels, Cleared out, as aboveſaid, for any 


Port, or Place more Remote than the ſaid Colonies, there ſhall he paid | 


for the Uſe aforeſaid, a Duty, as followeth ; THAT IS T0 SAY; 
For every Veſſel above Ten Tons, and not Exceeding Fifty Tons, 


the Sum of Two Shillings. 


To be Col- 
lefted by the 
NavilOfficer, 


For every Veſſel above Fifty Tons, and not more than One 
Hundred Tons, the Sum of Four Sbillings. 

For every Veſſel upwards of One Hundred Tons, and not more 
than Two Hundred Tons, the Sum of Eight Sbillingns. 
And for all Veſſels of greater Burthen than Two Hundred Tons 
in the ſame Proportion. 61155 Jas I 
Which Duty becoming Due, as aboveſaid, ſhall from Time to Time 
be Paid to, and Collected by the Naval Officer of the Port where an) 
ſuch Veſſel ſhall be Cleared out: Which Officer is. hereby Ordered, 
and Directed to pay the ſame to the Freafurer of this Colony: for the 
Purpoſe aforeſaid ; educting for his Fees as he is Allowed for Collecting 
other Duties. | 2 40 
ry | | An 


— x 
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An Act concerning Prohibitions. 


E it Enaded by rhe Governonr, Countil, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Allembled, and by rhe Authozirp of rhe ſame, 
That when any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall make Suggeſtion to the 
Saperior Court of Judicature over this Colony, or in the Vacation 
to the Chief Judge, or to any two of the Aſſiſting Judges of ſaid 
Court, That any other Court held in this Colony, do Exceed 
their Juriſdiction, or do hold Plea of any Matter, Cauſe, or Thing, 
whereof by Law ſuch Court hath not Cognizance, or Juriſdiction, 
whereby the Perſon, or Perſons Suggeſting are Grieved, then, and 
in every ſuch Caſe the ſaid Superior Court, Chief Judge, or two 
Aſſiſting Judges to whom ſuch Suggeſtion is made, ſhall be, and 
they are hereby Impowred to grant a Writ of Prohibition, Subſcribed 
by the Chief Judge, or by Two Aſſiſting Judges of ſaid Court, 
and Sealed with the Seal of the ſaid Court, Directed as well to 
the Party Proſecuting in, as to the Judge of ſuch Court that hath 
taken, or doth take Cognizance of any ſuch Cauſe, Matter, or Thing 
whereof they have no Right to hold Plea, as aforeſaid, Prohibiting 
them from Proceeding any further. 


And the faid Superior Court is hereby further Impowred to 
proceed from time to time thereon, and to render Judgment in every 
ſuch Caſe according to the Courſe of the Common, or Statute Law 
as the Nature of the Caſe may require, as fully as the Court of 
Kings Bench in that Part of Great Britain, called England, by Law 
in ſuch Caſes may do, and Award Coſts as in other Caſes, and 
Grant Execution accordingly. 


— — 


An Act againſt Prophane Swearing, and 
Curſing. 


E it Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentativeg, in 


General Court ACembled, and by = Aut hoꝛity of the ſame, 
That if any Perſon within this Colony ſhall Swear Raſhly, Vainly, 


or Prophanely, either by the Holy Name of God ; or any other 
Oath : Or ſhall Sinfully, and Wickedly Curſe any Perſon, or Perſons, 
ſuch Perſon ſo Offending, ſhall upon Conviction thereof before any 


One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, Forfeit, and Pay for every 
tuch Offence the Sum of Six Shillings. 


And if ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſo Convict ſhall not be Able, or 
ſhall Refuſe to Pay the aforeſaid Fine, he, or they ſhall be ſet in 
the Stocks ; not Exceeding Three Hours, and not Leſs than One 
Hour for One Offence, and pay Coſt of Proſecution. 


Cc2: An Act 
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— — 


An Act for the more Effectual putting in Execution 
the Laws againſt Yrophanencls, and Immorality ; 
and for promoting Chriſtian Knowlege, 

HERE AS putting in Execution the Good, and Il boleſome 


wW Laws made for Reſtraining, Puniſhing, and Suppreſſing Prophane, 
Immoral, and Irreligious Praftiſes in this Colony; and Promoting Chriſtian 
Knowlege, will greatly Tend to the Honour of Religion, the Peace, and 
Good Order of Human Society; and to Suppreſs, Vice, and Wickedneſs. 


Therefore that the ſame may be more Generally, and Effectually 
. done: 


Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Eepreſentcatives. in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by rhe Aurhozity of che ſame, 
That all Judges, and Juſtices of the Peace in the Reſpective Counties 
in this Colony, be; and they are hereby Required to be Diligent, 
and Careful in putting in Execution all ſuch Laws, and Acts as are, 


or ſhall be made in this Colony tor the Puniſhing, Reſtraining, or: 


Suppreſſing any Prophaneneſs, Immorality, or Irrcligious Practifes, or 
Diſorders, that thereby the good Ends propoled in ſuch Acts, and 
Laws, may be Attained. c 


That the Select-Men, from Time to Time, ſhall make Diligent 
Enquiry of all Houſe-Holders within their Reſpective Towns, how 
they are Furniſhed with Bibles ; and if upon ſuch Enquiry any 
Houſe-Holder be found without One Bible at leaſt, then the Sclect- 
Men ſhall Warn the ſaid Houſe-Holder forthwith to procure One 
Bible at leaſt, for the Uſe, and Benefit of their Families Re ſpectively: 
And if the ſame be Neglected, then the ſaid Select-Men ſhall make 
Return thereof to the next Authority ; who may Deal with fuch 
Houſe-Holders Family according to the Directions of the Law relating 


to the Educating, and Governing of Children. 


And with 
Catechiſms & 
good Books, 


Conſtatles, 
Grand jury- 
me: &l ithing 
men, to make 
Prefentment 
of, Se- 


Conſtables, & 
Grand jurors 
to walk the 

Streets on the 
Evening after 
theLords Day 


The Juſtices, 
Grand jurors 
Conſt. bles,. & 
Tything men 


to Meet, Oc. 


And all ſuch Families as are Numerous, and whoſe Circumſtances 
will Allow thereof, ſhall be Supplied with Bibles according to the 
Number of Perſons of Capacity to Uſe the ſame in ſuch Families; 
and with a ſuitable Number of Orthodox Catechiſms, and other good 
Books of Practical Godlineſs, and the like. 


That the Conſtables, Grand-Jury-Men, and Tything-Men in the 
Reſpective Towns in this Colony, ſhall ; and they are hereby Required 
to make Diligent Search after, and Preſentment make, of all the Breach-s 
of the Laws which Relate to their Office, or Offices reſpectively. 


And the Conſtables, and 'Grand-Jury-Mcn' in the Reſpective Towns, 
ſhall on the Evenings after the Lord's Day, and other Public Days 
of Religious Solemnity, Walk the Streets, and duly Search all Places 
Suſpected for Harbouring, or Entertaining any People, or Perſons 
Aſſembling contrary to Law. 


Be it further Enacted by the Muthoziry afozcſaſy, That the 
Juſtices of the Peace, Grand-Jurors, Conſtables, and Tything-Men in 
the Reſpeftive Towns in this Colony, ſhall Annually Meet in the 
Reſpective Towns to which they belong, on the Firſt Monday of 

Janas. 


44 renn 


r 


— nm 2 — „ 


Puniſhment of Rape. Colleding, xpaying Rates, &c. 97 


January, and on the Firſt Monday in June, at the Place where their. 
Annual Town- Meetings are Held, or at ſome other Place by them 
Appointed, there to Adviſe, Conſider, and Uſe their Joint Intereſt 
in Suppreſſing Prophaneneſs, Vice, and Immorality ; and tor the due 
Execution of all the Laws of this Colony; to which their Reſpective 
Offices have Relation, ; | 3 


And be it further Enatted by the Authozitp akozeſald, That the 
Town Clerk of each Reſpective Town in this Government, at the 
Opening of the public Town-Meeting- for Electing Town- Officers in 
December, Annually, if preſent; and in his abſence the Selett-Men for 
the Time being, who ſhall be preſent, ſhall Read, or cauſe to be 
Read this Act, and every Paragraph thereof Publickly in ſaid Meet- 


ing. | 

"And if ſuch Clerk being - preſent, or ſuch Sele&-Men preſent in 
the Clerks abſence, ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe Publickly to Read, 
or cauſe to be Read this Act, then the ſaid Clerk, or Select-Men 
ſo Refuſing, or Neglecting ſhall Forfeit, and Pay the Sum of Twenty 
Sbillings: One Halt to the Complainer who ſhall Proſecute to Effett ; 
and the other Half to the Town Treafury. © 1 
And the Conſtables, and Grand-Jury-Men are Required to make 
due Enquiry after, and Preſentment of all Breaches of this Act make, to 
ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; who are hereby Impowred 
to Hear, and Determine the ſame. 8 5 


— — — 


An Act for the Puniſhment of Rape. 


E ir Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſeatatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That if any Man ſhall Forceably, and without Conſent Raviſh any 
Mad, or Woman by committing Carnal Copulation with her againſt 
her Conſent, he ſhall be put to Death. 0 E 
2 Yvaideh, Complaint, and Proſecution be made forthwith upon the 


Aden. 


ee tw 


An act for Collecting, and Paying of Rates, or Taxcs. 


E it Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, 
in General Court Aſſembled, a'"d by the Authozitp of the ſame, 
That every Inhabitant in this Colony, ſhall, ( unleſs by Law in any 
cale Exempted ) Contribute to Public Charges, both Civil, and 
Eccleſiaſtical, whereof he doth, or may receive Benefit; may, and 
hall be Compelled thereunto, if Need be, by Aſſeſsment, and Diſtreſs : 
To be Levied, and Collected as is, or ſhall be by Law provided. 


And all Rates, and Taxes that ſhall be Granted by the General 
Court; and all other Rates, or Taxes of Counties, Towns, Societies; 
or any Community by Law Enabled to Grant, and Levy Taxes, ſhall 
be made by the fame Rule; THAT 18 To Say, According, and 
m Proportion -to the General Liſt of Polls, and Rateable Eſtate, from 
Time to Time 'given in, and made accofding to the Law, except where 
another Rule of Granting, and Levying Rates, Taxes, or Aſſeſsments 
is by Law provided in any particular Caſe, or Caſes, 


That 
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Select min to 
Read evety 
Paragraph of 
this Act, at 
the Annul 
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That whenſoever the General Aſſembly doth Grant any Rate, or 
Tax, to be Levied upon the Inhabitants of this Colony, the Trea- 
ſurer of this Colony for the time being, is hereby Authorized, and 
Impowred, and Required, ( without any further Notice to him 
given) to ſend forth his Writ, or Warrant in His Majeſty's Name, 
Directed to the Reſpective Conſtables, Choſen in the Reſpective 
Towns in this Colony, to Collect the Colony, or Public Rates, or 
Taxes, Requiring them to Levy, and Colle ſuch Rates, or Taxes 
ſo | Granted, and Pay them in to the Treaſurer according to Law; 
which Writ, or Warrant ſhall be ſufficient to Enable them to do 
the ſame. 


And the ſaid Conſtables ſhall proceed accordingly : But ſhall not 


Diſtrain from any Perſon, or Perſons the Reſpective Sum, or Sums ; 
or any Part thereof which they are Aſſeſſed in the Rates ſuch Conſtables 
are to Gather, before the Firſt Day of July, Annually : And all ſuch 
Conſtables are hereby Obliged to make Payment of the Rates to be 
ſo Collected by them, to the Treaſurer before the Laſt Day of Augu#, 
which ſhall be in each Year Reſpectively. | 


And if any ſuch Conſtable ſhall Neglect to Collect, and Pay in 
ſuch Tax according to ſuch Warrant, then the Treaſurer, aforeſaid, 
ſhall in like Manner ſend out his Diſtreſs, Directed to any of the 
Sheriffs in this Colony, Requiring them, or any of them to Levy ſuch 
Rate, or Tax of the Conſtable ſo Neglecting. 


And that every of the Sheriffs to whom ſuch Diſtreſs ſhall be 
Directed are hereby Impowred, and Commanded to Serve ſuch Diſtreſs 
in, and throughout all the Counties, and Towns in this Colony; and 
ſhall forthwith do the ſame, and pay ſuch Tax ſo Diſtraincd from 
ſuch Conſtable 'in to the ſaid Treaſurer. 


And when, and fo often as it ſhall happen that any Conſtable Choſen 

by any Town to Colle& the Colony, or Country Rates, or Taxes prove 
Inſolvent; or ſhall not be Able to Pay the Colony Tax, or any 
part, or parcel thereof in his Hands, in ſuch Caſe the Treaſurer of the 
Colony is Ordered, and Impowred to Grant, and Sign a Writ, or 
Warrant Directed to One of the Sheriffs aforeſaid, Requiring him to 
Levy, and Collect of the Select-Men, or any One of them, of that 
Town in which. ſuch: Inſolvent Conſtable is Choſen, as aforeſaid, ſuch 
Rate, or part, or parcel thereof as ſhall then be in the Hands of ſuch 
Infolvent Conſtable : Which Sheriff Receiving ſuch Writ, ſhall be, and is 
hereby Impowred, and Required to Serve the ſame throughout the Colony, 
as aforeſaid ; and alſo ſhall Pay what he ſhall ſo Levy of ſuch Select- 
Men, or Sele&t-Man in to the Treaſurer, as aforeſaid. 


And the Seleft-Men of ſuch Town, or Towns, as aboveſaid, ſhall, 
and they are hereby Impowred to Levy a Tax, or Kate upon the 
Inhabitants of the ſaid Town, or Towns according to the Liſt of Polls, 
and Rateable Eſtage therein, that ſhall be ſufficient for the Payment of 
ſuch Rates, or part thereof as is Recovered by the Colony Treaſurer 
of ſuch Sele&-Men, as aforeſaid, with the Charges ariſing thereupon. 


And the ſaid Sele&-Men ſhall Accompt with the Select-Men next 
Choſen in any ſuch Town, or Towns; or with any other Perſon, of 
Perſons that may be Appointed by the ſaid Town, or Towns for that 
End Reſpetting the faid Tax Levied, as aboveſaid. 


Be 
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Be. it further Enacted: by the Authozity afozeſaid, That whenſoever 
my Town, , Sogigty,; or other Community which by Law are, or ſhall 
be Enabled, ande Authorized to Grant, and Levy any Rate, or Tax 
for the e or Defraying their Neceſſary Charges, and Expence, 
ſhall in any of their Lawtul, Meetings Agree upon, and Grant a Rate, 
or Tax to be Fevied on, and” Collected of themſelves for any of the 
purpoſes for which by Law they are, or ſhall be Impowred to Grant 
ſuch Rate, or, Tax, they ſhalt; choofe ſome Meet Perfon, or Perſons 
ro be Collector, or Collectors of ſuch Rate, or Tax, and take proper 
Care, that ſuch Rate be accordingly made for the Juſt Aſſeſsment of 
the feveral Perſons Taxed, and Deliver the ſame to ſuch Collector, or 


Collectors. * l t Pc] 
And upon 1 made to ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the 
Peace, ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice is hereby Authorized, and Directed 
to Grant a Warrant for the Collecting ſuch Rate, or Tax: Which 
Warrant ſhall be Directed to the Collector, or Collectors Appointed 
to Collect the ſame ; Requiring, and Impowring him, or them to 
Gather, and Collect ſuch Rate, or Tax, according to the Grant thereof, 
made as aforeſaid. + ., | 

And that all Collectors Authorized, and Impowred to Gather, and 
Collect any Rates, or Taxes: whatſoever, . duly Laid, and Aſſeſſed on 
any of the Inhabitants of this Colony, or Others, ſhall have full Power, 
and Authority to Collect ſuch Rates, or Taxes according to ſuch 
Lawful Warrant as ſhall be given them; and (hall have the ſame Power, 
and Authority to Command the Aſſiſtance of any Perſon, or Perſons 
in the Execution of their Office, (when Need ſhall Require ) as is 
by Law given to Sheriffs, and Conſtables in the Execution of their 
Offices : And all Perſons are hereby Required to Yield due Obedience 
thereunto, and . immediately to Aﬀord their Aſſiſtance, on the ſame 


; x 


enalties as are provided by Law for Inforcing Obedience to the 


Provided, Such Collectors Shew, and Read their Warrant, or 
Authority to the Perſons whoſe Aſſiſtance is Commanded. 5 


% g 4 © 


And if it ſhall ſo happen that any ſuch Conſtable, or other Collector 
of Rates after his Year be up, and before he hath Collected the 
whole. of the Rate he is Appointed to Collect, ſhall be Removed by 
Death, then the Executors, or Adminiſtrators of ſuch Deceaſed Con- 
ſtable, or Collector ſhall have the fame Power, and Authority to 
Collect any, and every part of the Rate not paid to the ſaid Con- 
ſtable, or Collector in his Life Time, as the ſaid Conſtable, or Col- 
lector had When Alive; and ſhall: be Collector in the Room of the 
Deceaſed for the Gathering the Remainder of ſuch Rate: And all 
Executors, and Adminiſtrators of Collettors ſhall be Reſponſible for 
'he Rates as the Collectors by Law are. | 


But: 
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Collecturs to 
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Conſtables, or 
Collectors Dy 
10g, new ones 
to be Choſen, 


Collectors to 
give Notice 
to the Inha- 
what they 
are Rated, &c 


Collectors to 
pay according 
to time order 


To be Ac- 
countable for 
faid Rates. 


Select. men, & 
Conrnittes to 
demand of the 
Collectors, c 


Lands belong 
ing to Non- 
reſident Pro- 
prietors, Cc, 


——— 


But in Caſe any ſuch Conſtable, or other Collector of Rates 
Dye before his Year be up, and the Rate not fully Collected, that 
then every Town, and Society wherein ſuch Cafe ſhall happen, are 
hereby Directed to proceed forthwith to the Choice © 
Conſtable, or Collector for the Collecting, and Gatheting the Remaiping 
part of ſuch Rate. rt” Pulp Be 


That the Conſtables appointed to Collect the Colon) Tax, and 


iso- ; 


alſo the Collectors of Town, Society, Miniſters, ot other Rates ſhall 


appoint Time, and Place for the paying, and receiving ſuch Rates 
as are Due ; and each Inhabitant have Reaſonable warning to 
pay his Proportion, which warning every Man is to obſerve, and 
attend for the payment of ſuch Rates, or, Dues, and upon Negle& 
thereof the ſaid Collectors ſhall be, and | are hereby Impowred to 
make Diſtreſs upon ſuch Perſon, or Perſons for their Rates nat 
paid, with Two pence on the Shilling for their Trouble, and Charge 
of Ferriage ( it any be) and their Lawful Fees for Travel, and 
all other Neceſſary Charges, and that in caſe a Diſtreſs. be made, 
and Granted out for any of the Rates, or Aſſeſsments, aforeſaid, the 
Officer ſhall Diſtrain Goods, or Chattels, if they may 'be had, and 
if no Goods, nor Chattels can be found, or ſhall: be Tendred, the 
Officer ſhall Attach the Body of ſuch Perſon, and him convey. to 
the County Priſon, there to remain until ſuch Rates, or Aſſeſsments 
be paid, and in caſe of the Perſons Abſence, and for want of Goods, 
and Chattels the Officer ſhall lay an Extent upon fuch Perſons 
Lands for Payment of ſuch Rates, and all Charges 'arifing about 
the ſame. 1 


And all Collectors of Rates ſhall Collect, and Pay the Rates by 
them to be Collected according to ſuch Time, and Orders as ſhall 
be Agreed upon, and Determined by thoſe who Grant the Rate. 


And in Caſe. any Collector, or Collectors ſhall not perform the 
Truſt committed unto him, or them according to Law, he, or they 
ſhall be accountable for ſuch Rate, or ſuch Arrears thereof ſo by 
him, or them Neglected to be gathered, and paid as aforeſaid, 


And the Sele&-Men of each Town, and the Committee of each 
Society, or other Community are hereby 'Impowred to Demand ſuch 
Arrearages of the Collectors of ſuch Town, Society, or other Com- 
munity ; and on Failure of payment, to take out a Warrant from 
any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, Directed to any of the 
Conſtables, to Diſtrain the Sums, or Rates Neglected to be Collected, 
and Paid by the Collectors out of the Eſtate of the ſaid Collectors ſo 
Negletting. | 


And to prevent Diſputes that may ariſe Reſpecting the Rates, ot 
Taxes ariſing, and levied on Lands in Pariſhes, vr Feclefraſtical 
Societies belonging to Proprietors Non-Reſident in ſuch Pariſhes, or 
Societies, and to diret? where the Payment for ſuch Lands ſhall be 


Be it further Enacted bp the Authozity afozefaſy, That al 
Taxes Ariſing, and that ſhall be Levied upon Lands lying in an 
Pariſh, or Eccleſiaſtical Society in this Colony, belonging to any fu 
Non-Reſident Proprietor, or Proprietors, and in the ſame Town, _ 


a New 
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be paid by him, or them in that Society ; and for, and by Order 
of that Society only to which he, or they belong, and is, or are 
* Reſident in, according to his, or their Lift in the Grand Levy ; 
Nat Except only where ſuch Non-Reſident Proprietor, or Proprietors have 
fe Lands Lying in ſuch other Society, or Societies, and there be a 
oY Tenantable Houſe, or Houſes thereon, and alſo a Tenant, or Tenants 
ng actually Living in, and upon the ſame, then and in every ſuch Caſe the 
Taxes ariſing on ſuch Lands in the Improvement of ſuch Tenant, 
or Tenants, ſhall be paid in the Society, or Societies where ſuch Land 
nd Lye, and Tenants Live. tiene. 


4 

| | 

tes Provided nevertheleſs, That where 8 ſuch Society, or Societies „ 1 1 
fer have ever fince their being Firſt Set Off, and Conftituted, Steadily, © 00 


and  Uninterruptedly Uſed, and Practiſed otherwiſe in paying Taxes | |} 
ect ariſing on ſuch Lands, this A& ſhall not be underſtood to Affect, | 
t or Prejudice ſuch a Steady, and Uninterrupted Practiſe: But the ſame | 
not ſhall be accounted a practical Agreement, and be holden Good, and 
ge Valid accordingly z any Thing to the contrary in this Act contained 
nd hotwithſtanding. 


de 

the And be ſt further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaſty, That if 

and ſuch Non-Reſident Proprietor, or Proprietors Live in any other Town 

the than that in which ſuch Lands Lye, he, or they ſhall pay for the ſame Non- reſideat 


to in, and to that Society in which ſuch Lands Lye : And that when Proprietors to 


nts ſuch Lands Lye' in Two, or more Societies in any other Town than — bi. 
ds, W that in which ſuch Proprietor, or Proprietors Live, then, and in every the Lands lye 


ons ſuch Caſe, he, or they in their Liſt, Annually given in, ſhall particularly 
out therein Mention the Sort, and Quantity of his, or their Lands in each 
of ſuch Societies Reſpectively, and ſhall pay therefor in ſuch Reſpective 
Societies accordingly. I 5 8 1 4 ar 


| bas * 1 GW 4 0 oF Fly , 152 0 
wh And whereas this Aſſembly have Granted, and in ſome | Caſes may 
. hereafter. Grant Particular Taxes on the Lands Lying in New Townsy 
and Societies for the Speedy, and more Equal Settlement of the fame: 


the 10 „ nei. . 120 et #1] 
Y D For the Effectual Collecting of which: 
0 8 5 N 


Be it kurther Enacted by rhe Wuthozity afozeſafd, That when- by 
loever this Aſſembly ſhall Grant a Particular Tax to be Levied on Pirticube 
ach the Lands in any ſuch Town, or Society, the ſame ſhall be Demanded J. zus to be 
uch other Rates, or Taxes: by Law ought to be: And if the Ownery paid as, &. 
m- or Owners of ſuch Lands do not pay the Collector choſen, or appointed 
om to Gather the ſame, ſuch Collector may Apply to ſome Aſſiſtant, or 
the Juſtice of the Peace, who ſhall Grant him a Warrant for that purpole 3 
ed, by Force w hereof ſuch Collector may proceed to Levy the Tax, or 
; ſo Taxes not paid, in the ſame Manner as Town, or Society Rates, 
and Taxes are to be Levied. 1700 bl > 304 


of Aways Provided, That if any Owner of Lands ſo Taxed be, or 1} 
hall be Taxed greater, or more than the Tax laid by the Aſſembiy, 4 D1oviſo, | 
or the County Court of that County wherein ſuch Lands Lye, upan . 
be Complaint thereof made by ſuch Owner of Lands, may Grant Relief | 
| © him againſt; ſuch Collector, Town, er Society according to the e IN 


Wrong they ſhall find done by ſuch Taxing, or Levying; and Tax | 
all Coſts to the Perſon Unneceſſarily Vexed thereby. -/ h Io g 
an | 
i Dd Provided | 
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4 Proviſo. 


Liberty for 
any perſon to 
Replevy his 
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Goeds, Un- 
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Three perſons 
or more A 
ſembling to 
do any Ualaw 
ful Act. to be 
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ther by Fine, 
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Provided alſo, That if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall by any Town, 


Society, or other Community be Aſſeſſed Wrongfully, or more than 


his, or their Proportion, he, or they ſhall have Remedy by the County 
Court of the ſame County whereto he, or they belong, upon Proof 


made thereof, any Thing in this Act before to the co in an 
wiſe notwithſtanding 10 "3p 2 | 7 


An Act concerning Replevins. 


E it Enacted. by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court ACembled,, and by the Authozitp of the ſame, 
That every Man ſhall have Liberty to Replevie his Cattel, or other 
Goods, and. Chattels Impounded, Diſtrained, Attached, Seiſed, or 
Extended, ( Unleſs it be upon Execution after Judgment, and in payment 
of Fines, and Rates) provided he put in, and give good, and ſufficient 
Security to Proſecute his Replevin to Effect, and to, Satisfie, and 
Anſwer ſuch Dammages, Demands, and Dues as the Adverſe Party 
ſhall by Law Recover againſt him. 


FY —— ——T¶́E . 2A. 


An Ac for Preventing, and Puniſhing Riots, 
2 79 POT 29's and Rioters. 

BE it Enaited bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentariveg, in 
General Court ACembled, and by the ſpy es rhe ſame; 
That when Three Perſons, or more ſhall Come, or Aſſemble themfelves 
together, to the Intent to do any Unlawful A& with Force, and 
Violence | againſt the Perſon of another; as to Kill, Beat, or other- 
ways to rt: ; or \ againſd. his Poſſeſſion, or Goods ; as to Break 
Open, or Pull Down any Houſe, or Fence Wrongfully ;- or to Cut, 
or Take away Corn, Graſs, Wood, or other Goods Wrongfully ; or 
to do any other Unlawful A& with Force, or Violence againſt the Peace, 
or to the Manifeſt Terror of the People, and being Required, or 
Commanded by any of the Civil Authority; or dy any Sheriff, 
Under-Sheriff, or by any One, or more of the Select-Men, or Con- 
ſtables of any Town where ſuthi Aſſembly ſhall be, by Proclamation 


do be made in the King's Name, in the Form herein after Directed, 


County Court 
to Order, & c. 


ſhall not Diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably Depart to their Habitations, 
or to their Lawful Buſineſs : Or being fo Aſſembled, as 'aforefaid, 
hall do any Unlawful Act againſt any Man's Perſon, Poſſeſſions, or 
Goods ; or agauiſt the Public Intereſt in any particular, in Manner, 
as aforeſaid, and be thereof Convicted by Due Courſe of Law before 
the County Court, or before the Superiour Court, in the Ref] 
Counties where this Law ſhall be Tranſgreſſed, and Broken, ſhall be 
13 by Fine; not exceeding for Each Perſon the Sum of Ten 
end; Impriſoninent, not exceeding Six Months; or by Whippings 
not; exceedibg; Forty Stripes. SA * 
id ene to any 


Any, or all of the ſaid Puniſhments.at the Diſcretion of the Court 


that hath Cognizance of ſuch «Offence, as the Nature, and Circumſtances 


of the Fat ſhall Require. 
1 bed 
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Supprelüng Riots,/and Pllithin| Kees bog 


Tu i Order, und Forti Gf the E afore Mentioned 
ſhall:.be.. as followeth ; THAT HA T0 Say Perſons I att 
by- tllis Att, ſhalt among, or or a8 nkar as he, or they = come 
to the ſaid Rioters, with a Loud Voice Command, or 27 e to be 
Commanded Silence to be whilſt Proclamation is making; and er 
that ſhall Openly, and with * 1 5 or cauſe to 
made ——— in theſe 1 e mEffe& 9 55 


7 Sovereign Lond: the King" Che 1 ok: als mY Perſons 

bring Aſſembled, immediately to D perſe themſelves, and. Peac ably 
to, Depart to their Habitations, ar to bet Lawful Buſineſs, upon t 
Paint contained in the Att, or Law of this is Colony, Entituled, An Al 
for e and Huli Wots, and Rioters. 1165 5 a 


And every Afiſtant, Juſtice of the Peace Ari Under-Sherift, 
Sele&-Mari, or Conſtable, with the Limits of their” Reſ ive 


Juriſdictions, are hereby Authorized, Impowred, and Requized on Notice. 
or Knowlege of any ſuch ym rn atid Riotous' Af: to .f 
to the Place where ſuch Aſſembly ſhall Be, ind there Halde, of ca 


to be made Proclamation in Manner aforeſaid. 


Be it further. Enacted by the - Authozity( atozefald, That. if — 
Perſons ſo Unlawfully, and Riatouſly - A Aeg or any 5 8 
More : of them after Proclamiibg —_—_ — ſaid, ſh — Baa 
togethet, and not Diſperſe the then it tall, ma 
be 'Lawful to, and for every * — Juſtice of the Peake, * 


Under. Sheriff, Select- Man, or Conſtable where ſuch Aſſembly ſhall be, and 
to, and for ſuch other Perſon, or Perſons as ſhall be anded to be 
Aſſiſting unto any Aſſiſtant, Juſtice of the Peace, Sh r 

Select -Man, or Conſtable; who are hereby Ar nd Impo 

to Command all - His Majeſty's Subjects of Age, ts ho 
Afifting to them therein, to Seiſe, and Appreh e 
hereb Required to Seiſe, and * ua — Unlawfully, 


and. zotouſly Continuing ti after Proclamation made, as afore- 
ſad ; and forthwith to carry the Perſons ſo Apprehended before ſome 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the the Feace, in Order to their being Proceeded 
againſt according to Law. 


And that if any of the | Perſons ie, arid hats 
Aſſembled ſhall happen to be Killed, or Maimed, or' Hurt in Diſper 


or, Ap rehending, or in Endeavouring to Diſperſe, br Af rehend ＋ 
by. on of theit Reſting the Perſons ſa Diſperfing, or Endeavouring 
to Ditperſe, or hend them; that then every Aſſiſtant, Leys 
of the Peace, Sheriff, Under-Sheriff, Sele&t-Man, or Conſtable, and 
and ſingular the — being Aiding, and Ir or — . 
them, ſhall be Freed, Diſcharged, nl — 
the King's Majeſty, His Heirs, and Succeſſors; as againſt, all 
every other Perſon, and Perſons of, for, or concerning the „ 
Maiming, or Hurting of any ſuch perſon, or Perſons ſo Unlawfall — 
and Riotouſly Aſſembled, that ſhall happen to be ſo Killed, 1 
or Hurt, as aforeſaid. 


Tha if any Perſon, or Perſons, do, or fhall with Force, and Arms 
fly and Knowingly ſe, Obſtruct; or in any Manner Wil- 
and Knowingly Let, 2 or Hurt any Perlon, or _— 

d 2 t 


evided always, And be it further Enacted by the Authozſty afozeſaid, 
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Brunt hereby 1 70 to be ade ©, made, whereby ſuchiPraclaniation 
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mall Ferfeit, Suffer, * 8 ede Ml anner, nee As afore- 
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„ n And Perſons fe hding 
Any Number and Riot bully at 
of perſons, More to Whom bree e the ou * or ought to — been — 


even to three, if the ſame had not been Hindred, as aforclaid,\ſhal] — A 


not diſperſing 


s they, or, apy of them. to 
acer . to tigue toget Ns and not: TEES Diſperſe themſelves aſter fuch 
Forfeit, duffer Let, or Hindrance o nad 7 bung Knowlege of ſuch Let, or Hindranee 
Oc. ſo made, And there Convii ited .by Due . Gourle, of Law, halt 

Forfeit, Suffer, or be 
af gil - 7350s Lab 


lad. 

Fro pidet age T at no ahne qr. Perſons ſhall A .Prbſedared 
by V1 this A for. any Offence, or Offences committed con- 
SSP 0 0 ing) nie * 12 9 be ee Within 

nal Twelve Mgnth alter the. Hr 1 uw 59,4 03 : 
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-'+ » Puniſhing Rogues, Vagabonds, Common Beg- 
gars, and other Lewd. Idle, Diſſolure; Prophane, 
And -Diforderly-P Perſons ; and a Titus, them 
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DPeamble, 


and Com 2275 Juſolences ; and ** are Guilty off 2 and 
Evil Di 1705 aſ ber . e % the Corruption of Manners the 
Progoting of. PE am the I Nauru of good: Orded, . eel 3 
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Built, or; otherways 


| Jes: * this Colony, at | the} Charge of the faid 
Now it, and. . vr Houſes of 


f Be it E 
A convenient General po 
Houſe in each Pfiat ther "Dat 
County to be Fate . 
Built for Idle, ot the 588 
perſons, t. Cotmties v 


to be ſet to Sortectiot and. royed for the Receiving, Keeping, 
Work Fc. in. wing 0 to V. We 0 Part; Beat. Vaga = pin 
88 Ur ard other Idle, "Diffolute, and Diſorderly Perſons. . WE - 
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T That an "feveral County Courts i in Each of * Gesten eforefid, 
—— * Afthorized, — Directed to take Care of, Direct, 

der, &c. =o, he Building, or P roviding ſuch Ae in _ Reſpetive 


Be it further en the Authozity aforeſatdp That the 
And Appoint County Courts in Eac a d Re — 8 any at 10 Nominate, 
Maſters ther: 9 Appoint at their wa, 4, pl ſome Honest. Fic Perſon 
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And 
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And it ſhall, and may be Lawful . for the Reſpettive County Courts 
in this C and for n Hſſiſtantſ and Juſtice *6f the Peace, or 
Two Juſtites of thet Puate, ¶ Quοαοτνι nus) eo Apprehend, Send 
and Commit to ſuch Hbuſes of Cerruction, to de Mere, and 
verned there according! tb2the Ruletg u, and? Ordets of ſuch Houſes} 
Reſpectivel „ all Rogues, Vagabonds, and Idle Perſons going about 
from Plurd 26 [(Placey:Beggingg, 09101019 nolons you no nd 
Allo "all "Perſons Uimg, or Ptetending to Uſe any Subtil Craft, 
Togling, op Unlawful Gums, or Hays ; er Feigring themſelvæs t 
have Knowlege in Phyſiognomy, Palmiſtry, or pretenditig they cam tell 
Deſtinies, Fortunes, or DiKover: where” Loſt, or 'Stokn Goods" thay 
de. Found: I Yognh ts bred Ow i en ods 10 
Alſo Common Pipers, Fdlers, Ruhlawüys, © Stubborn Servants; *6+ 
Children, Common [Dtuftkartls;; Common Night? Walkirs, © Pilferers, 
Wanton, and Laſcivious Perſons, either in Speech, dr  Behaviur" ; 
Common Railers, or Bräwlers. a/ N. Ann e. it 2445 
Alſo ſuch as are Guilty of Neviling, and Prophane Speaking, or Neglect 
their Callings, Miſpend what they Harn, and do not | Provide" för 
themſelves, or the | Support” of their Funnhics, upon due Conviction 
of any of the Offences, or Diſordersꝰ ufbreſai c. 21 
As alſo Perſons under Diſtraction, andi Unfit to go at Large, whoſe 
Relations, or Friends do not take Care for their fe 'Confinetlent. 
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That the Maſters, | of Keepers of ſuch Houſes of Correct 


Reſpectivdly, ſhall Receive all ſuch Perſons as ſhall be ſent! there 
aforeſaid, and ſhall Keep them to ſuch Labour as they afe Capable 
of, and Able to Perform, for ſuch Time as they ſhall be Ordered tb 
Continue, and Remain in ſuch Houſe ; and Puniſh them, (if Need be) 
by putting Fetters, or Shackles upon them; and by moderdte Whi 
ping, not Exceedirig Ten Stripes at One Time 3 Which, ( Un 
the Warrant of Commitment do otherwiſe Direct) ſhall be Inflicted 
their Firft Coming in, and from Time to Time; in- caſe they! - 
Stubborn, Diſordefly, or Mle; and de not perform their Taſk, ant 
that in good Condition, according as they ſhall be Reaſdhably Stinted 
or elſe may Abridge them of theif Food; as the Cauſc hall Require, 
until they be Reduced to better Order, and Obedience. _—_ 
And for the better Governing Few Houſes of Correction, and Imploying 
ſuch Perſons "as Hall be Commit das the ſabe; > 70000 1: * 


Be it e Authozity- | tfaſd, That che ſaid 
County ſpectively, ſhall be, and 892 hereby Authorized, 


ſaid County Courts, Reſpectively, ſhall be of Force, and, be duly 
Sete ; : =o 


Performed; and put in "Execution, 


Work during their Abode there, dal be paid for out ofthe Colony 
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Strangers. 
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If belonging 

to any Town 
in this Colony 
Charges to be 
paid by that 


Town, 
*. 1 , 


Parents, and 
Maſters to 
pay, Ce. 


FP: - 


Two Thirds 
of theirEarn- 
ings allowed 
them. 


Meads of Fa- 
miliesallowd 
all they Earn. 


If unable to 
Work, to be 
Relieved 


Maſters of (aid 
Houſe 8 Al. 
lowanee. T - 


1 


ey 
ed. Men may Aſſeſs th 


And in caſe he, or ſne belong to any Town in this Colony, that 
ſuch Materials, as aforeſaid, ſhall be provided at the Charge of the 
id Town: And the Select-Men of the ſaid Town ſhall deliver the 
ame to the Maſter of ſuch Hauſe; or be Arcountable to him for the 
Charge, and Expence thereof, and Aſſeſs the Inhabitants for the ſame. 
; = F '/ ' EP 


And when any Stubborn Children, or Servants ſhall be ſent thither, 
as aforeſaid, the afore- mentioned Materials ſhall be provided at the 
Charge of their Parents, or. Maſters, ( if able) during their Abode 
in ſuch Houſe. The 7! 36h ' 134216116 it 28 COTS 
And each Perſon committed, as aforeſaid; ſhall be Allowed out 


"x" x 


and in ſuch cafe the whole Profit, and Benefit of their Labours, or 
ſo much, thereof as the County Court of that County where ſuch 
Perſons are committed ſhall think Neceſſary, and Direct; ſhall be for 
the Relief, and Support of their Families. =: 


And if any. Perſon, or Perſons committed to the Hquſe of Cor- 
rection ſhall be Unable to Work, or be Weak, or Sick, then to be 
Relieved by the Maſter, or Keeper of ſuch Houſe, who ſhall be 
again Reimburſt what he ſhall fo Neceſſarily Expend for the Relief 
of ſuch Perſon, or Perſons. out of the public Treaſury of this Colony, 
if the Perſon belong not to any Town in this Colony. 


And if the Perſon belong to any Town, or Precin& in this Colony, 
then by the Selet-Men of that Town, or Precin&t : Andi the Select- 
e Inhabitants of ſuch Town, or Precinct to Anſwer 
the fame ; Except ſuch Perſons being Weak, or Sick, as aforeſaid, 
were at the Time of their commitment in their Minority, and under 
the Care of Parents, or Maſters ; then, and in every ſuch caſe the 
Parents, or Maſters of ſuch.Perſons ſhall Reimburſe what. Neceſſary 
Charges the Maſter, or Keeper of ſuch Houſe of Correction ſhall 
Neceſſarily Expend for their Relief. ö 


Be it further Ena the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
aſter, or Keeper of Each Houſe of Correction, ſhall be Allowed 
for his Care, Labobr, and Service in Looking after thoſe committed 
to. ks Care, aod far Reliewing them who ſhall happen to be Sick, of 
Weak, ſuch Reaſonable Satisfaction to be made by the Country, Select- 
n, Parents, or Maſters as the County Court ſhall Direct, and 
Appoint, if che Earnings of ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall not be 
ſufficient to Diſcharge the ſame, over, and above what is Allowed 
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then out of their Earnings for their Relief. 


And the Maſter, or Keeper ſhall Keep. an Exact Account of all 


Profits, and Earnings that ſhall be made by the Labour of thoſe under 


Mafters to 
keep exact 
Account of 
e"Eirnings, 
TR 


his: Cuſtody, from-Time to Time, and preſent the ſame; ( upon Oath 
if Required) unto. the County Court in ſuch County; Out of which 
Earnings the. -ſaid ,, Maſter, or Keeper of ſuch - Houſe - ſhall have his 
Allowance ;: and until that ſhall Amount to a Sufficiency for him, 
what is Wanting ſhall be made up to him out of the County Treaſury: 


To be Drawn in again out of che Overplus of the after Earnings. Fr 


N A . A. f 


re 
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4c TY AND LAWS, 


Lapiugscolleuing Duties on Impoꝛtation of Rum: 


And the Maſter, or Keeper cf ſuch Houſe that ſhall Refuſe to 
Ace6unt, as aforeſaid; Or thall otherwiſe be Negligent of his Duty, 


pry by this Act, ſhall be Liable to ſuch Fine, or Puniſhment, N 
as 1 


y the Diſcretion of the County Court ſhall be Awarded. 


And be it kurther Enaced/ by the Aurho2iry afozeſaid, That the 
ſeveral Goals in the ReſpeRtive Counties, fhall bes and they are 
hereby made to be Work-Houſes, or Houſes of Correftion : To be 
Uſed, and Improved according to the Directions, and Orders before 
in this Act reſpecting Houſ:s of Correction, and the Government 


thereof, until there ſhall be ſuch Houſe, or Houſes of Correction 
Built, as aforeſaid. 5 7277 


And the Keeper of the Goals for the Time being, or ſuch as 
they Reſpectively ſhall Appoint, ſhall be the Maſters, or Keepers of 
ſuch Goals as Houſes of Correction, and ſhall have the ſame Autho- 
rities, and be under the ſame Regulations as is before in this Act 
given, and provided Reſpecting Maſters of the Houſes of Correction. 


And all Perſons Ordered to be ſent to a Houſe of Correction, 
according to this Act, ſhall be ſent to, and received into ſuch Goals, 
and there be Kept, taken Care of, and Governed according to the 
Directions of this Att, until fuch Houſe, or Houſes ſhall be Provided, 
as aforeſaid, any Thing before in this Ack notwithſtanding. 


E — 
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An Act for Laying, and Collecting Duties on 
the lImportation of Rhum. 15 
Eit Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, ig 
Eeneral Court Allemblee, and by tze Authoziry - of the — 
hat all Maſters of Veſſels, or other Perſons Importing any R 
into this Colony, ſhall pay to ſome Naval Officer, for the Uſe, and 
Support of this His Majeſty's Government, Two-pence' per Gallon, 
for every Gallon of Rhum by ſuch Maſter, or other Perſon, as 
aforeſaid ; — only ſuch Rhum as ſhall be Imported directly 
from the Weſt- Indies, and in ſome Veſſel part Owned by One, or 
more Inhabitants of this Colony: In which caſe the Maſter, or Im- 
— ay One- peny per Gallon, and no more: One Tenth 
1 VV 1 
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penalty for 
eglect. 


The ſeveral 
Goals to be 
made Work- 
Houſes. and 
Houſes of 
Correction, 


Until, Se. 


Keepers of 
Goals to be 
Maſters, &c. 


Perſons ſent 
theie, &g'c, to 
be Governed 
accordingly. 


Importers of 
Rum to pay 
4 Duty, Gs 


Duty ſhall be to the Naval Officer, and the Remainder 


to be paid by the ſaid Naval Officer to the Treaſurer of this Colony 
And all fuck Maſters; or Importets of Rhum, as aforeſaid, ſhall 
de Allowed for Waft Five'per Cent! for Rhum Imported diref&ly 
fromthe f- Indies ; and Two per Cent. for Rhum' Imported from 
the Neighbouring Governments. 3 | p 


: 
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And whenſoever it ſhall happen that the ſaid Maſter, or Importer 
ſhall not have the Ready Money to pay the Duty, aforeſaid, he ſhall 
become Bound to the Treaſurer of this Colony, to the Uſe of the 
ſaid Colony, in a Bond Double the Value of ſaid Rhum, Conditioned 


for the Payment of the ſaid Duty; or for the Carrying, or Tranſ- & 
porting the ſaid Rhum, or cauſing it to be Tranſported out of this 
Colony to ſome other Market within Two Months then next coming. 4 
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And in caſe it ſhall be ſq Tranſported, the ſaid Maſter, or Import 
ſhall produee à Certificate thereof under Oath to the ſaid Naval Officer 


from ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, that he hath ſo Exported 


ſaid Rhum, as aforeſaid. -3d 


And that all Owners of Rhum for which the; aforeſaid Duty has 
been paid, ſhall upon the Exportation, and producing a Certificate 
thereof, as aforeſaid, be Allowed a Draw-back of the Whole of the 
Duty which hath been paid for the ſaid Rhum ſo Exported ; excepting 
only the Officers Fees. | | | 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That all fuch 
Rhum as ſhall be Imported, or Brought into this Colony, and Landed, 
or Offered to Sale in any of the Roads, Harbours, Creeks or Rivers 
thereunto belonging, without firſt Paying, or Securing the Duty, afore- 
faid, to ſome Naval Officer of this Government, ſhall be Forteited : 
The One Half to the Informer that ſhall Proſecute to Effect; and 
the other Half to the Treaſurer of the Colony, for the Uſe of the 
Government, 


And whenſoever any Perſon ſhall Inform any | Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace of the Breach of this Order, he ſhall forthwith ,grant 
a Writ to the Sheriff, or Conſtable Commanding them to make diligent 
Search for the ſame, with Power, (if Need be) to Break Open 
any Houſe, or Veſſel, or other Place, to make Search in any Suſpected 
Place, and to Seiſe the ſaid Rhum, and Secure the fame till the 


Aud for the more Effectual Colle&ing | the ſaid Duty, 


. it further Enated by the Authozity afozeſald, That, ll 


Maſters of 
Veſſels within 
24 hours after 
Arrival in 
any Harbour, 
to make Re. 
port to ſome 
Naval Officer 
theContents 
of their Load 


ing, Ce. 


And to make 
ath ig the 

Manner fol 

lowing. 


Mafters of Ships, and other Veſſels, as well Open Boats, as Others 

Wang into any Harbour, Port, Creek, or River within this Colony, 
Pen ond Sea, or from any other Frovince, or Colony, befote 

ulk be broken, and within Twenty Four Hours after Arrival in ſuch 
Harbour, Port, Creek, or River, ſhall make Report to ſome Nava) 
Officer of this Government, of the Contents of che Loading of ſuch 
Sbip, or: Veſſel, 3 which, Report fuch; Maſter thall/ give in to the {aid 
Naval Officer under his Hand; and 5 ſhall therein Set down, and 

xpreſs the Quantity of Hogſheads, Tearſes, Barrels, or other -Caſk 
of Rhum Loaden on Board ſuch Ship, or Veſſel, with the Marks, 
and Numbers thereof, and to whom the ſame is Conſigned. 
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. And alſo make Oath thereunto, in the following Manner; Viz. 
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you A. B. Sweat that the Report, or Manifeſt of the Contents 
of your Loading by you produced under your Hand contains a 
Juſt, and True Account, to the beſt of your Knowlege, of the Whole 
Loading taken on Board, and Imported in your Veſſel from the Port, 
or Ports ſaid Veſſel came ftom ; and that you have not broken Bulk, 
nor delivered any of the Rhum Loaden on ſaid Veſſel, Directly, or 
Indirectly ; and that if you ſhall Know of any more Rhum to be 
Imported therein before the Landing thereof, you will cauſe it to be 
Added to your Manifeſt. So help you God. 


Which Oath the faid Naval Officer is hereby Impowred to Ad- 
miniſter ; after which ſuch Maſter may Unload, and not before, on 
pain of Forfeiting the Sum of Fifty Pounds, to be paid by each Maſter 
that ſhall Neglect his Duty in this behalf. 


Be it further Enacted bp rhe Nuthozitp afozeſaiy, That no 
Rhum ſhall be Landed on any Wharff, or into any Ware-Houſe, 
or other Place, but in the Day Time only, and that after Sun Riſe, 
and before Sun Set ; Unleſs in the Preſence of, or with the Conſent, 


and Permiſſion of the Naval Officer to whom the Duty is Payable, & 


on pain of Forfeiting all ſuch Rhum ; and the Lighter, Boat, or 
Veſſel out of which the fame ſhall be Landed, or Put into any Ware- 
Houſe, or other Place, 


And if any Petſon, or Perſons ſhall not have, and produce an 
Invoice of the Number of Gallons of Rhum by him, or them Im- 
ported, or to him, or them Conſigned, and make Oath to the ſame, 
as is before in this Act Provided, then the Caſk wherein the ſame 
is, ſhall be Gaged at the Charge of the Importer that the Quantity thereof 
may be Truly Known. 


That the Maſter of any Ship, or other Veſſet Importing 
Rhum, ſhall be Liable to, and ſhall Pay the Duty for ſuch, and fo 
much thereof contained in his Manifeſt, as ſhall not be duly Entred, 
nor the Duty Paid for the ſame by the Perſon, or Perſons to whom 
ſuch Rhum is, or ſhall be Conſigned. 


And it ſhall, and may be Lawful to, and for the Maſter of every 
Ship, or other Veſſel to Secure, and Detain in his Hands, at the 
Owners Riſque, all ſuch Rhum Imported in ſuch Ship, or Veſſel, 
until he ſhall Receive a Certificate from the Naval Officer to whom 
he Delivered his Manifeſt, that the Duty for the ſame is Paid, and 
until he be Repaid his Neceſſary Charges in Securing the ſame, or 
ſuch Maſter may deliver ſuch Rhum as is not Entred, as aforeſaid, 
unto the Naval Officer in ſuch Port, or his Order; who is hereby 
1 and Directed to Receive, and Keep the ſame at the Owners 
Riſque, until the Impoſt thereof, with the Charges be paid, and then to 
Deliver ſuch Rhum as ſuch Maſter ſhall Direct. 


Be it further Enacted bp rhe MAuthozſty akozeſald, That the 
Naval Officer, or Receiver of the Duty, or Impoſt in each Port, ſhall 
be, and is hereby Impowred to Sue the Maſter of any Ship, or Veſſel 
for the Impoſt, or Duty for ſo much of the Rhum Imported therein 
according to the Manifeſt by him given upon Oath, as aforeſaid, as ſhall 
Remain not Entred, and the Duty, or Impoſt thereof not paid by 
the Perſon to whom it is Conſigned, as aforeſaid, 3 
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The Ship, or 
Veſſel, with 
her Tackle, &c. 
Liable to 
make good 
the Sums For- 
feited by the 
Maſter. 
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Officer to 
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Owners to 
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Maſters, & c. 
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* diſpoſed 
Ot. 
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And that the Ship, or Veſſel, with her Tackle, Apparel, and 
Furniture, the Maſter of which ſhall make Default in any Thing by 
this Act Required to be Performed by him, ſhall be Liable to make 
Good the Sum, or Sums Forfeited by ſuch Maſter, according to this 
Act, for any ſuch Default; as alſo to make Good the Impoſt, or 
Duty for any ſuch Rhum, not Entred, as aforeſaid : And upon 
Judgment againſt ſuch Maſter, the ſaid Ship, or Veſſel; or ſo much 
of the Tackle, or Appurtenances thereof as ſhall be ſufficient to ſatisfy 
ſaid Judgment, may be taken in Execution for the ſame. 


And the Naval Officer, or Receiver of the Impoſt is hereby Im- 
powred to make Seiſure of ſuch Ship, or Veſſel, and Detain the 
ſame under Seiſure until Judgment be given in any Suit to be Com- 
menced, and Proſecuted for any of the ſaid Forfeitures, or Impoſt, 
to the Intent that if Judgment be Rendred for the Proſecutor, or In- 
former, ſuch Ship, or Veſſel, and Appurtenances may be Expoſed for 
Satisfaction thereof, as is before provided; Unleſs the Owners, or 
ſome on their Behalf for the Releaſing of ſuch Ship, or Veſſel from 
under Seiſure, or Reſtraint, ſhall give ſufficient Security to the Naval 
Officer that Seiſed the ſame, to Reſpond, and Satisfy the Sum, or 
Value of the Forfeiture, and Duties with Charges, that ſhall be Re- 
covered againſt the Maſter thereof, upon Suit to be brought for the 
ſame, as aforeſaid. 


And the Maſter Occaſioning ſuch Loſs, and Damage unto his 
Owners through his Default, or Neglect ſhail be Liable unto ther 
Action for the ſame, 


And the Naval Officers, or Receivers of the Impoſt, in the ſeveral 
Ports of this Government, are hereby Impowred to Allow Bills 
of Store to the Maſter of any Ship, or Veſſel Importing any Rhum 
for ſuch Private Adventures as ſhall Bona Fide, belong to the 
Maſter, or Sea-Men of ſuch Ship, or other Veſſel, at the Diſcre- 
tion of the faid Naval Officer; not exceeding Two per Cent. of the 
Loading: And the Duties payable for ſuch Rhum in ſuch Bills cf 
Store Mentioned, and Expreſſed ſhall be Abated. 


And be it further Enacted by the Authoziry afozeſaid, That al! 
Penalties, and Forfeitures accruing, or ariſing by Virtue of this Act, 
ſhall be One Half to the Treaſurer of this Colony, for the Uſe of 
the Government; and the other Half to him, or them who ſhall 
Seiſe, Inform, and Sue for the ſame by Action, Bill, Plaint, or 
Information, in any Court of Record : The whole Charge of Proſecution 
to be taken out of the Half belonging to the Informer. 


And all Naval Officers, Sheriffs, Conſtables, and Grand- Jurors are 
hereby ſtrictly Charged to make Diligent Enquiry after, and make 
True Information of all Breaches of this AR, 
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An Act to Enable Select-Men to Aſſeſs the 
Inhabitants of the Town, in ſome Caſes. 


HERE AS the Laws of this Colony do Oblige the Selef- 
W Men of Each Town within the ſame, ( at the Charge of the 
Town ) to Provide a Stock of Ammunition for the Town, and a Stock 
of Arms, and Ammunition for the Poor of the Town ;, and to do diverſe 
other Things. 
Therefore, 


Be iſt Enacted by the Governotur, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authoziry of che ſame, That 
the Select-Men, or the Major Part of them, in the ſeveral reſpective 
Towns within this Colony, when, and ſo often as there ſhall be Need 
of a Supply of Money in the Treaſury of any Town, to Provide 
any of the Things aforeſaid z or to Provide, and Anſwer any of 
thoſe Things, Matters, or Charges by them to be Provided, or 
Anſwered according to Law, and the Inhabitants of the Town at 
any Town- Meeting, ( whereat ſuch want of a Supply is made Known 
to them by their Sele&t-Men ) ſhall Refuſe or Neglect to Grant ſuch 
Supply, ſhall be, and the ſaid Select-Men are hereby fully Authorized, 
and Impowred to Aﬀets the ſeveral Inhabitants of their ſaid Town, 
and make a Rate upon them, according to the Liſt of the Polls, 
and Rateable Eſtate of the ſaid Inhabitants, for Raiſing ſuch Sum, or 
Sums as ſhall be neceſſary, for providing the ſeveral Things and anſwer- 
ing the ſeveral Matters aforeſaid, or any of them ; which Sum, or 
Sums ſo Raiſed the ſaid Select-Men ſhall be Accountable for according 
to the Act, Entituled An A# for Maintaining, and Supporting the 
Poor. 


And that all ſuch Rates ſo made by the Sele&-Men, or the 
Major Part of them, in any Town in this Colony, and delivered to 
the Conſtable, or Conſtables of the Town, with a Warrant Annexed 
2 Signed by the Select-Men, or Major Part of them, and 
Directed to the Conſtable, or Conſtables Requiring him, or them 
to Gather the ſame, ( which Warrant ſuch Sele&-Men are hereby 
Authorized, and Impowred to Grant, as aforeſaid ) ſhall be a ſufficient 
Warrant for ſuch Conſtable, or Conſtables to Colle& ſuch Rate: 
And they are hereby Required to Obey, and Serve ſuch Warrant 
and therein ſhall Oblerve, and Follow the Directions of the Law 
Relating to the Gathering, and Collecting the Colony Rates: And 
when they have Colletted the ſame, according to ſuch Warrant, ſhall 
pay the Sum, or Sums Collett-d to the Select-Men, or Major Part 
of them, or to their Order, for the Uſes aforeſaid ; and take Receipts 
of what they pay. 


And in caſe any ſuch Conſtable ſhall not perform the Truſt hereby 
Committed unto him, he ſhall be Accountable ; and ſhall, and may 
de proceeded againſt by Diſtreſs, as is provided againſt Collectors of 
Rates in the Law, Entituled, An Ad for Collecling, and Paying of 
Rates, or Taxes. | 
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An Act for Appointing, Encouraging, and 
Supporting Schools. 

B* it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, 

in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Wuthozirp of the ſame, 
That Every Town within this Colony wherein there is but One 
Eccleſiaſtical Society, and wherein there are Seventy Houſe-Holders, 
or Families, or Upwards ; and every Eccleſiaſtical Society Conſtituted, 
or that ſhall be Conſtituted by the General Aſſembly of this Colony, 
wherein there are the Number of Seventy Houſe-Holders, or Families, 
or Upwards, ſhall be at leaſt Eleven Months in each Year conſtantly 
Provided with, and ſhall Keep, and Maintain One good, and ſufficient 
School for the Teaching, and Inſtructing of Youth, and Children to 


Read, and Write; which School ſhall be ſteadily Supplied with, and 
Kept by a Maſter ſufficiently, and ſuitably Qualified tor that Service, 


And every ſuch Town, and Society wherein there is not the faid 
Number of Seventy Houſe-Holders, or Families, ſhall be Provided 
with, and Maintain a School, and a School-Maſter, as aforeſaid, for 
the Purpoſe aforeſaid, at leaſt One Half of the Year, Annually. 


And alſo there ſhall be a Grammar School Set up, Kept, and 
conſtantly Maintained in every Head, or County Town of the ſeveral 
Counties that are, or ſhall be Made in this Colony : Which ſhall 
be ſteadily Kept by ſome Diſcreet Perſon, of good Converſation, 
and well Skilled in, and Acquainted with the Learned Languages ; 
Eſpecially Greek, and Latin. 


And every ſuch Town, and Society are hereby Impowred to 
— rg Committees for ſuch Schools ReſpeRtively, to take Care, 
and fee the ſame Kept accordingly. | 


And for the Encouragement, and Maintenance of ſuch Schools, and 
School Maſters. 


Be it further Enacted by the Nuthozity aforefaid, That the 
Treaſurer of this Colony ſhall Annually Deliver the Sum of Forty 
Shillings upon every Thouſand Pounds in the Lifts of the Reſpective 
Towns in this Colony; and proportionably for Leſſer Sums, out of 
the Rate of Each Town, as the ſame ſhall be brought in to the 
Public Treaſury by the ſeveral Conſtables, in ſuch Money, or Bills 
of Public Credit, as the Rate ſhall be paid in; out of which the 
ſame is to be Taken, unto the School Committees; or for want of 


ſuch Committees, to the Select-Men of ſaid Towns, ReſpeCtively 3. 


to be by them Diſtributed to the ſeveral Pariſhes, or Societies in 
each Town for the Benefit of their Reſpective Schools, in proportion 
to the Liſts in ſaid Pariſh, or Society. 


Provided, The ſaid School Committees, or Select-Men ſhall deliver 
their Certificates that there hath been a School Kept in Each of the 
Towns, and Societies they deſire to take the Money for out of the 
Treaſury, in the Lear paſt, according to this Act. 
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And whereas the ſeveral Towns, and Societies in this Colony which 
Made, and Computed Liſts of their Polls, and Rateable Eſtate, in the 


Year of our Lord, One Thouſand, Seven Hundred, and Thirty too, 


by Virtue of an Af of this Court, Made in May in the Year of our Lord, 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Thirty Three, Rereived by their 
Committees, Reſpettively, for that Purpoſe Appointed, conſiderable Monies, 
or Bills of Public Credit, Raiſed by the Sale of certain Townſhips, 
Laid out in the Weſtern Lands, then ſo Called, ( for which Receipts 
were Given, and Lodged in the Secretary's Office ) to be Let out, and 
the Intereſt thereof Improved for the Support of the Reſpective Schools, 
aforeſaid, for Ever, and to no other Uſe. | 


Be it therefore further Enacted by the Authozfty afo2eſaid, That 
if at any Time after the Receipt of ſaid Money; or if at any 
Time hereafter the ſaid Money, or Intereſt thereof hath been, or 
ſhall be by Order of ſuch Town, or Society, or the Committees 
Choſen by them, Put to, or Imployed for any other Uſe than for 
the Support of a School, as atoreſaid therein, ſuch Sum of Money 
Received, as aforeſaid, ſhall be Returned into the Treaſury of the 
Colony: And the Treaſurer of the Colony, upon Refuſal thereof, 
ſhall Recover the ſame Sum of ſuch Town, or Society for the Uſe 
of the Colony. 


And ſuch Town, or Society that Miſimproves ſuch Money, ſhall 
for Ever Looſe the Benefit thereof. 


That where in any Town, or Society there is not a Sufficiency of 
Money, or Intereſt provided, in the Manner, aforeſaid, or by Cha- 
ritable Donations, or Sequeſtrations; or any other Ways procured for 
the Maintenance of a School, as aforeſaid, therein, and a Suitable 
School-Maſter to Keep the ſame, a Sufficient Maintenance ſhall be 
made up ; the One Half by the Inhabitants of ſuch Town, or Society, 
and the other Half thereof by the Parents, or Maſters of the Youth, 
or Children that go to ſuch School; Unleſs any Town, or Society 
Agree otherwiſe ; which they are hereby Impowred to do. 


And every ſuch Town, and Society by their Vote, ſhall have full 
Power to Grant Rates for the Support of ſuch School, and Chooſe 
a Collector to Gather, and Collect ſuch Rates: And what tuch Town, 
or Society ſhall Enact, and Agree upon, reſpeQing the Encourage- 
ment, and Support of the School, aforeſaid, among themſelves, ſhall 
ry Ubliging upon the Whole Town, or Society, and every Member 
knerein, 


And that the goed Ends Propoſed in Erefting, and Keeping ſaid 
Schools may not be Defeated. 


Be ft further Enacted by rhe Authority aforefaſd, That the 
Civil Authority, together with the Select-Men in every Town, or 
the Major Part of them, ſhall Inſpect; and they are hereby Impowred, 
and Directed, as Viſitors, to Viſit, and Infpett the State of all ſuch 
Schools as are by this Act Appointed to be Kept within ſaid Towns, 
from Time to Time; and particularly Once each Quarter of a Year, 
at ſuch Time as they ſtall Think proper, and Enquire concerning 
the Time ſach Schools are Kept; and into the Qualifications of the 
Mafters of ſuch Schools; together with the Proficiency of the Children 
79k under 
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under their Care: And they are to give ſuch Directions as they ſhall 


find Needful to Render ſuch Schools moſt Serviceable for the Increaſe 


of Knowlege, Religion, and good Manners : And if the ſaid In- 
ſpettors, or Viſitors Obſerve any ſuch Diſorders, or Miſ- application 
of Public Money Allowed for the Support of ſuch Schools, as will be 
likely to Defeat the good Ends propoſed, they ſhall lay the ſame before 
this Aſſembly, that proper Orders therein may be given. 


And that all Eftates, and Intereſts Granted, Given, and Sequeſtred 
for the Support of the Schools in this Colony may be Truly, and Pro- 
perly Improved for that Purpoſe. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That the 
Seleft-Men of ſuch Towns wherein there is but One Eccleſiaſtical 


Society; and the Society Committee of ſuch Societies where there 
are more than One in any Town, ( for the Time being ) or a 
Committee by ſuch Town, or Society for that purpoſe Appointed, 
( which Committee ſuch Town, and Society are hereby Impowred to 


Appoint ) ſhall be, and they are hereby Impowred, and Diretted to take 


Care of, and Improve ſuch Bonds, and Monies as have been Divided, 
and Set out to ſuch Town, or Society out of the Monies Raiſed by 
the Sale of the ſaid Townſhips, and to Receive ſuch as ſhall here- 
after be Divided to them, for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, giving Receipts 
therefor, to be Lodged in the Secretary's Office; and of their Im- 
provement thereof ſhall from Time to Time be Accountable to the 
Town, or Society by whom they are, or ſhall be Appointed : And 
ſuch Town, and Society ſhall be Accountable for the ſame before this 
Aſſembly when thereto Required, and be Liable to be Dealt with for 
their Miſ-uſe of the ſame, according to the Declaration before in 


this Act made. 


And ſuch Select-Men, and Committee, or Committees are hereby 
Authorized, and Impowred to Take, and Receive into their Care, 
and Cuſtody all other Eſtates, Lands, and Intereſts that have been 
Given, Granted, Sequeſtred, or do Belong to ſuch Schools, or that 
ſhall hereafter Belong thereto, for the Support thereof; and ſhall 
Uſe, Improve, and Diſpoſe of the Intereſt, Increaſe, Profit, or Rent 
Ariſing, or Coming upon any ſuch Monies, Lands, or Intereſts, 
according to the True Intent of ſuch Gift, Grant, or Sequeſtration for 
the Purpoſe aforeſaid ; which ſhall be Diſpoſed of either to the School. 
Maſter, or to a Committee of the School, to be by them Improved 


for the Support of the School. 


And that the ſaid Select. Men, Committee, or Committees may be tht 
better Enabled to do faid Service. 


It is further Enacted by the Authoz\ty afozeſaid, That they, 
the ſaid Select-Men, Committee, or Committees, or the Major Part 
of them ſhall be, and they are hereby Authorized, and Impowred to 
Leaſe all ſuch Lands, and Real Eſtates ; and Loan ſuch Monies as 
do, or ſhall Appertain to ſuch Schools, and is, or ſhall be Given 
for the Uſe aforeſaid ; and to Commence, and Proſecute ſuch Suit, 
or Suits as may be Neceſſary for the Recovery, and Obtaining ſuch 
Lands, Monies, and other Eſtates ; and to take Leaſes, Bonds, or 
other Securities to themſelves, and their Succeſſors, for the Uſe of ſuch 
Schools: Which Leaſes, Bonds, or other Securities the ſaid _— 
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Men, Committee, or Committees who take the ſame ſhall have 
Power to Sue, and Recover thereon : And in Caſe of the Removal 
of them, or any of them by Death, or otherwiſe their Succeſſors 
in that Office, or Offices ſhall have as full Power in the Matters 
aforeſaid, to Proſecute in their own Names, as thoſe whom they 
Succeed, as aforeſaid might, or could do if they had not been Re- 
moved as ' aforeſaid ; which Bonds, Leaſes, and Securities ſhall by ſaid 
Select-Men, and Committee be Lodged with the Town, or Society 
Clerk of ſuch Town, or Society; who is Directed, and Required 
to keep an Account thereof, and hold the ſame under the Directions 
of the ſaid Select-Men, and Committees for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, 
and ſuch Select- Men, and Committees ſhall Render their Accounts 
of their Improvements of ſuch Eſtate, and Intereſt unto ſuch Town, 
and Society by whom they are appointed, when thereunto Required. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That this A& ſhall not Extend to any 
Eſtate Formerly Granted by any Particular Perſon for the Benefit 
of any School, or Schools in any Particular Town, or Society ; nor 
to Grants of any Intereſts Formerly made by any Perſon to any 
Town, or Society for the Support of Schools, wherein the Grantor 
hath committed the Care, and Improvement of ſuch Eſtate by him 
given to particular Perſons, with particular Directions for a continual 
Succeſſion in ſaid Truſt ; or where the General Aſſembly hath formerly 
Interpoſed, and Committed the Diſpoſition of the Profits of ſuch 
Eſtates to a Committee in a continual Succeſſion, any Thing contained 
in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


An Act relating to the Secretary's Office, and 
Duty, 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatibes, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of the ſame, 
That the Secretary of this Colony for the Time being, ſhall have 
the Keeping, and Cuſtody of the Records, and other Public Papers 
that contain the Acts, Orders, Grants, and Doings of the General 
Aſſembly ; and that have Relation to ſuch Matters, and Affairs as are 
of General concern, and are to be Recorded, or Kept in his Office : 
And ſhall Record all Acts, Orders, Grants, and Refolves Made by the 
General Aſſembly ; and give True Copies thereof when Reaſonably 
thereunto Required : And ſhall within Twenty Days after the End 
of every Seſſion of the General Court Publith in Writing, under the 
Common Seal of the Colony ſuch Atts, Laws, and Orders of Public 
Concernment, as ſhall from Time to Time be Made by the General 
Court, and then ſend the ſame to the Printer to the Governour, and 
Company for the Time being, in Order to the Printing the ſame, to 
be Diſperſed among the People of this Colony, for their better 
Knowlege thereof. 


And alſo the Secretary ſhall be the Keeper of the Seal of this 
Colony; and ſhall Affix it to ſuch Laws, Acts, Orders, Commiſſions, 
Inſtruments, and Certificates as he is, or ſhall by Law be Ordered to 
do, or ſhall be Deſired by Particular Perſons that have ſpecial 
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An Act for Appointing, and Directing Com- 
miſſioners of Sewers, and Scavengers. 


HERE AS there are great Quantities of Meadow, Marſhy, 
and Low Lands, or Grounds belonging to ſundry Perſons in 


ſeveral Towns in this Colony, which are Spoiled by the Overflowing 


of Waters: As alſo much Swampy, and Unprofitable Land which might be 
Rendred Profitable by Drowning, and Dreining the ſame. 


To the Intent therefore that the Owners of ſuch Lands may be 
Encouraged, and Enabled to Remove ſuch Obſtructions, and 
Dam, and Flow their Swamps, and other Unprofitable Grounds, 
thereby to bring them under Profitable Improvements : 


Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Eepreſentaiſves, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That it ſhall be in the Power of the Governour, and Council for 
the Time being, from time to time, upon Requeſt to them made by the 
Major Part of the Proprietors of any ſuch Lands, to Grant Commiſſions 
of Sewers, to ſuch, and ſo many Able, and Diſcreet Perſons, as to them 
ſhall ſeem Meet, tor the Clearing, and Removing of the Banks, and Ob- 
ſtruftions of the Paſſages of the Waters in Rivers, Brooks, Streams, 
or Ponds that occaſion the Overflowing, and Drowning of Meadow, 
Swampy, and Low Lands : And alſo for the Flowing, and Dreining 
of Swamps, and other Unprofitable Grounds : And alſo for Damming 
to prevent the Water Overflowing Marſhy, and Flat Lands ; which 
Commiſſions ſhall be Signed by the Governour : And by the ſaid 
Commiſſions, the Commiſſioners ſhall be Impowred to do the Service 
aforeſaid, and to Employ Work-Men, and Labourers for ſuch Reaſo- 
nable Wages as may be Agreed on for the Effecting the Premiſes : 
And from Time to Time to Aſſeſs, and Tax all ſuch Perſons as ar? 
Owners of ſuch Low, and Wet Lands towards Defraying the Charge 
of the Service aforeſaid, ( having Regard to each Perſons Quantity 
of Land, and Benefits to be Received thereby as equally according 
to their beſt Judgment as they can ) and alſo to Appoint, and 
Swear a Collector, or Collectors, for the Collecting, and Gathering, 
and Paying in the ſame Aſſeſsment to ſuch Perſons as ſhall by ſaid 
Commiſſioners be Appointed to Receive it ; with Power to Diſtrain 
all ſuch Perſons as (hall Neglect, or Refuſe to make Payment of his, 
her, or their Parts, or Proportion Set, and Aſſeſſed, as aforeſaid ; in ſuch 
Manner as in the Colony Rates, and Taxes by Law may be done : And 
to call before themſelves the ſaid Collector, or Collectors to an Account 
for his, or their Betruſtment, with Reference to the Premiſſes. 


And the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be Sworn to a Faithful Diſcharge 
of their Truſt, and ſhall Receive ſuch Salaries out of the ſaid 
Aſſeſsments for their Time, and Expences, touching the Premiſſes, as 
the Governour, and Council ſhall appoint ; unto whom the ſaid 
Commiſſioners ſhall be Accountable when thereunto Required. 

And if any Proprietor of any ſuch Lands ſhall be Unable, or 
otherwiſe Neglect to Pay his, her, or their Proportion of the ſaid 
Rates, or Aſeſsments, it ſhall, and may be Lawful to, and for the 
other Proprietors concerned therein, to pay the ſaid Aſſeſsment, an 
to hold the ſaid Lands of the Perſon Neglecting, or Refuſing, as afore- 
ſaid, until the Profits of thoſe Perſons Lands may be ſufficient to Re- 
imburſe them, according to the Judgment of the Commiſſioners, * 
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Always Provided, That it ſhall be in the Liberty of any Perſon 
Agrieved at any Procedure of the ſaid Commiſſioners, or of any 
Others in purſuance of this Act, to Appeal, or Complain unto the 
Governour, and Council for Relief. | 


And for as much as the Ditches, Dreins, and Dams made by the 
Commiſſioners, aforeſaid, will be likely to Fill up, or get out of Repair, 
it will be Needful that they be Frequently Scoured, or Repaired. 


Therefore, 


Be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the 
Proprietors of ſuch Marſhy, Wet, or Dreined Lands, after the faid 
Commiſſioners have Dammed, Ditched, or Dreined the ſame, may 
Meet, and Aſſemble together from Time to Time, as there ſhall be 
Occaſion z Which Meeting ſhall be Warned as follows, Vig. 

When, and ſo often as any Three of ſaid Proprietors ſhall Judge a 
Proprietors Meeting Neceſſary for the Purpoſes hereafter Mentioned, 
they may Apply to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, who 
thereupon is hereby Impowred to Ifſue forth his Precept to ſome 
Meet Perſon, to Warn all the Proprietors of ſuch Lands, to Meet at 
ſuch Time, and Place, and for ſuch Buſineſs as ſhall be therein Ap- 
pointed, and Declared ; and the Perſon to whom ſuch Precept is 


Directed ſhall give Warning to all the Proprietors of ſuch Lands that 


Live in the Town where the Lands Lye, by Reading the ſame in 
their Hearing, or Leaving an Atteſted Copy thereof at the Place of 
their Uſual Abode, at leaſt Three Days before ſuch Meeting : And the 
laid Meeting being ſo Warned and Aſſembled, ſhall be a Law ful Meeting, 

And at any, and every of ſuch Meetings as there ſhall be Occaſion, 
the faid Proprietors, by their Major Votes, to be computed according 
to their Intereſt in ſuch Lands, may chooſe a Clerk, who ſhall be 
Sworn to make True Entries of all ſuch Votes as ſhall be paſſed in 
laid Meetings; and alſo of the Reports of the Proprietors Committee, 
of their Doing in Stating, and Setting out to cach Proprietor his Part of 
fuch Dams, Ditches, and Dreins ; Which Committee the ſaid Proprietors 
are hereby Impowred to Chooſe, conſiſting of Two, or Three Men 
who may State, and Set out to each Proprietor his Part, or Propor- 
tion of ſuch Dam, Ditch, or Ditches ; to be computed, and done 
according to his Intereſt in ſuch Lands: Which Committee ſhall make 
2 Return, or Report of their Doings therein unto the Clerk, in 
Writing under their Hands; To be Entred on Record, that it may 
be Known. 

And each Proprietor, his Heirs, and Aſſigns ſhall ever after ſufficiently 
Clear, and Keep Open, and in Repair his Part of ſuch Dams, Ditches, 
and Dreins Stated, and Set out to him, as aforeſaid. 


Always Provided, The Proprietors may at any Time afterwards 
Cauſe a New Stating of the ſame, as they ſhall ſee Occaſion. 


And the more Effectually to Oblige the ſaid Proprietors to do the ſame. 


It is further Enacted, That the faid Proprietors ſhall be, and are 
hereby Impowred to Chooſe T'wo, or More Perſons among themſelves 
to be Scavengers, for the Clearing up, or Keeping in Repair ſuch Dams, 
Dreins, and Sewers : Which Scavengers ſhall be Choſen, and Appointed 
Once in Two Tears; and ſhall Take the Oath by Law pr 2 ö 

F F n 
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And if any Perſon, or Perſons Lawfully Choſen to ſaid Office of 
Scavenger, ſhall Refuſe, or Neglect to take ſuch Oath, being Re- if 
quired thereunts by a Citation from an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the or 
n 3 Peace, ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall each of them pay a Fine of the 
geen Twenty Shillings to the Proprietors of ſuch Lands, to be Delivered bra 
to their Committee for the Uſe of the Proprietors; the ſame to be goc 
Levied by Warrant from ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice. to 


a And the Proprietors, aforeſaid, ſhall proceed to Chooſe other Perſon, 
Cholen. or Perſons Scavengers, in the Room of ſuch as have Refuſed, as 
aforeſaid, and fo Toties Quoties. 
; Colt a ' 

, | And the ſaid Scavengers ſhall from Time to Time, Diligentl/ 
| Scarengers + Inſpect the Dams, Dreins, and Sewers that they are kept Open, or 
| Duty, in good Repair; and if at any time they find them, or any Part 

of them Filled, or out of Repair they ſhall forthwith give Warning 
thereof unto ſuch Proprietors whoſe Part is Deficient, that they forth- 
with Repair, and Amend the fame : And if any Proprietor ' ſhall 
not within Five Days next after ſuch Warning given, Clear, or Repair 
the ſame ſufffeiently, in the Judgment of the Scavengers, the laid 
Scavengers are hereby Impowred, and Appointed ' forthwith to cauſe 
the ſame to be ſufficiently Repaired ; and the Perſon, or Perſons to 
whom it belongs ſhall pay Double Coſt to the Scavengers for Repairing 
the ſame- : And in Caſe of Refufal, or Neglect of Payment thereot 
for the- ſpace of Ten Days after an Account thereof Preſented; and 
Demand thereof made, ſuch Coſt, and Charges ſhall be Levied by 
Diſtreſs, and Sale of the ' Offenders Goods, by Warrant from an 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace. #0 


Lakds ij eaſe And for want of Goods; or Perſonal Eſtate, the Officer ſhall Deliver 
Expofed to © the Scavengers ſo much of the Lands of the ' Perſon Deficient, 
Anſwer the” as will {Anſwer the ſame ; with Additional Coſts, by a Reaſonable 
Charges. Extent. 5 0 8015 | Tao 


(| 


| f 4 30 | 

Always Provided, That if any Proprietor thinks himſelf Agrieved 

with the Aceount of the Scavengers, he may, at his own Coſt, 

4 Iroviſo, within the fad Ten Days, make Application to the Select-Men of Ar 

the ſame T'6wn wherein the Land Lyech, who being ho ways Parties i Keep 

to the Controverſy, ſhall a new Apprize the Coſt of ſuch Repairing, Up, © 

and the Party Deficient ſhall Pay Double Coſt, according to ther Tow! 
Apprizement ; to be Recovered, - as* aforeſaid. © 8 


Feed Ae, That when the Proprietors of ſuch Lands ft f An 

112 Judge;! that the Clearing of ſaid Ditches, and Drems, or Repairing Ram 
A Proviſo, laid Dams may be more Eaſily, and more Effectually Performed in th S 

a General Way, and Manner, and ſhall thereupon in any of their : 
Lawfut- Meetings,” by *their Major Vote, computed by - Intereſt, as oor 
aforeſaid Vate, and Agree that che ſaid Ditches, and Dreins ſhall 
be Cleared, or faid Dams Repaired at the Public Charge of the An. 
Proprietors; then the ſaid Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall, and the) * ] 
are hereby Impowred to Employ Perſons to do the ſame ; and to 
Aſſeis the Proprietors therefor, and Levy the ſame in the ſame 
Manner as they are by this Act Enabled to do in their Firſt Making _— 
the ſaid Dams, Ditches, and. Dreins, any thing in this Act contai b 


avi \ 


* 9 


to the contrary notwitliſtanding. 
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And be it further Enacted by the Nuthozity aforefaid, That 
if any Perſon, or Perſons without Liberty of the Proprietors firſt had, 
or obtained, ſhall ſet any Fence, Hedge, or other Incumbrance on 
the Bank of ſuch Drein, or Dreins, to the Annoyance, and Incum- 
brance of it, or to make the Clearing up, and Keeping the ſame in 
good Repair more Difficult, it ſhall be Lawful for the Scavengers 
to Remove the fame as a Common Nufance, 


þ 


— * 


An Act for Ordering, Reſtraining, and 
Preſerving Sheep. 


BE it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſenratives, 
in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Nuthozitp of the ſame, 
That the Owners of Sheep in any Town in this Colony, or the 
Major Part of them, ſhall be Allowed, and Impowred ; and they are 
hereby Allowed, and Impowred to Meet together within their Limits, 
as often as there ſhall be Occaſion 3 and in ſuch their Meetings to 
Order that the Sheep in ſuch Town ſhall be put together 'in a Flock, 
or Flocks, Annually, for ſuch Time, and Seaſon of the Year as they 
ſhall Determine. | 


And the Owners of the Sheep of every ſuch Flock, are Impowred 
to Meet together in their Limits, and in ſuch Meeting by their Major 
Vote, according to their Intereſt, to be computed according to the 
Number of Sheep each Voter hath, to Chooſe their Clerk, who ſhall 
be Sworn to make True Entries of all ſuch Votes, and Acts as ſhall 
be made by ſaid Owners of Sheep : And alſo to Chooſe Sheep- 
Maſters for the Hiring of a Shepherd, and Letting out the Flock to 
Fold, and for other prudential Affairs relating to the Flock: And 
alſo to make Orders for the Warnings /of the Meetings, and all 
Neceſſary Orders proper for the better Managing their Flock ; Re- 
ſtraining Rams from going at Large within their Limits, and Securing 
the Flock from being Deſtroyed by Dogs. 8 


And if any Sheep ſhall go at Large on the Commons without a 
Keeper, in any Town in this Colony, ſuch Sheep may be Taken 
up, and Impounded by any Perſon finding the ſame 3 Unleſs any 
Town ſhall Agree, and Order to the contrary within their own 
Precincts, reſpecting their Sheep. 


And every Town that do not Agree to have any Flock, ſhall 
have the ſame Power to make Acts, relating to the Reſtraining of 
Rams, and Securing the Sheep from being Deſtroyed by Dogs, as 
the eee of Sheep have that Live within the Limits of any Flock, 
3 aforeſaid. 


And no Damage ſhall be Recovered againſt any Perſon for Killing 
any Dog, or Dogs according to the Orders of ſuch Town, or 
ners of any Flock. 


And the more Effectually to Prevent Miſchiefs being done by Dogs 
te Sheep, and Cattel in this Colony. 6 
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Be it further Enacted bp the Authozity afozeſaid, That when 
any Perſon, or Perſons Living in any Town in this Colony ſhall 
Complain to any One of the Select-Men of ſuch Town, of Damages 
done among Sheep, or Cattel by their being either Worried, Wounded, 
or Killed Dogs in the Woods, or Elſewhere in ſuch Town ; or 
ſhall Complain thereof to any One of the Sheep-Maſters of the 
Flock, within the Limits whereof ſuch Miſchiefs are done, and ſhall 
Inform ſuch Select-Men, or — 1 what, and whoſe Dog, or 

they ſuſpect did ſaid Miſchief, ſuch Select-Man, or Sheep- 
Maſter ſhall Conſider what ſuch Complainant ſhall Offer, and any other 
Matters he ſhall think proper to Convince him of the Reaſonableneſs, 
or Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch Suſpicion, and if he be Satisfied there i: 
great Suſpicion that the Dog, or Dogs Complained of have done the 
ſaid Miſchief ; ſuch Select-Man, or Sheep-Maſter ſhall give Sentence 
that ſuch Dog, or Dogs ſhall be Killed: After which it ſhall be Lawfv! 
for any Perſon, or Perſons to Kill ſuch Dog, or Dogs. 


And if after ſuch Sentence given, ( ſuch Dog, or Dogs not being 
Killed ) ſuch Miſchief ſhall again be done by Dogs, the Owner of 
ſuch Sheep, or Cattel Worried, Wounded, or Killed by Dogs, ſhall 
Recover all his Damages againſt the Owner, or Owners of ſuch Dog, 
or Dogs Sentenced to be Killed, as aforeſaid : Unleſs upon Trial the 
Owner, or Owners of ſuch Dog, or Dogs ſhall ſatisfy the Court, 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice before whom the Trial is, that the Damages 
were not done by his, or their Dog, or Dogs Sentenced, as aforeſaid. 


Always Provided, That the Owner, or Owners of ſuch Dog, or 
Dogs be Notified of the Sentence, aforeſaid, before the Damage 
Sued for was done: And that no Proſecution by Virtue of this At 
for ſuch Damages be made after Four Days from the Time ſuch 
Damages are done OA | 


And whereas ſome Perſons of Evil Fame ſometimes Uſe Means ti! 
Conceal the Marks of Sheep, and other Creatures they Kill, and Dre, 
which gives great Suſpicion of their Feloniouſly having Taken the ſame, 
to the great Damage of the Owners, &c. 


Which to Prevent - 


Be lt kurther Eriacted by the Nuthozity afozeſaid, That when- 
ſoever any Perſon ſhall be found Killin n ee Dreſſing any Sheep, 
Cattel, or Swine, and ſhall Wilfally Deface any of the Marks, 
whether Natural, or Artificial of ſuch Creature, Deſignedly to Conceal 
the ſame Or ſhall Refuſe to Expoſe them to the View of any 
Credible Perſon wheh Requeſted thereunto ; in every ſuch Caſe the 
Cotiſtables, and Grand-Jurors in the Town where ſuch Creature ſhall 
be ſo Killed, and the Marks thereof, ſo, as aforeſaid, Concealed upon 
Credible Information thereof, ſhall, and they are Required to 
make Preſentment of ſuch Offence to ſome Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace, who may cauſe ſuch Suſpected Perſon to be bro 

before him, or them; and if upon Examination ſuch Suſpected Perſon 
ſhall not ſhew to the ſatisfaction of ſuch Authority, that he did not Kil 
ſuch Creature, ( and Wilfully Deface, or Conceal the Marks thereof, 
as aforefaid ) or that he had good Right ſo to do, he ſhall be Adjudged 
Guilty of Feloniouſly Taking the ſame ; and ſhall pay to the Treaſurer 


of the Town where ſuch Offence is committed, Treble the Value of 


ſuch 
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ſuch Creature ſo Killed, beſides ſuch Fine as the ſaid Court, Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice ſhall Order z not exceeding Twenty Shillings ; or be pub- 
lickly Whipped, not exceeding Fifteen Stripes, 


And if ſuch Perſon ſhall within One Year after ſuch Conviction, 
make it Appear to the Satisfaction of the faid Authority, that he 
was the True, and Lawful Owner of ſuch Creature ſo Killed, he 
ſhall Receive of ſaid Treafurer, by Order of ſaid Authority, the 
Three-fold Damages, Adjudged as aforeſaid. 


ä OA. —_—O____ 
— — — 


An Act for Appointing of Sheriffs; and for 
Impowring, and Regulating them in the Execu- 
tion of their Office, 


* ir Enacted bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatibeg, in 


General Court Allembled, and by the Authozicy of the ſame, 
That there ſhall be a Sheriff, duly Qualified to Execute the Sheriffs 
Office in each of the Counties in this Colony, who ſhall from 


Time to Time, as there ſhall be Occaſion, be appointed by, and become 


Bound before the Governour, and Council, with Two ſufficient Sureties, 
Free-holders in this Colony, by a Recognizance in the Sum of One 
Thouſand Pounds to the Treaſurer of the Colony, for the Faithful 
Adminiſtration, and Diſcharge of ſaid Office; and for Anſwering all 
ſuch Damages as any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall ſuſtain by any Un- 
faithfulneſs, or Neglect in the ſame : And before he Executes ſaid 
Office, ſhall take before the Governour, or in his Abſence the _— 
Governour, the Oaths by Law 2 to be taken by ſuch as 
Execute the ſaid Office; who ſhall thereupon receive a Warrant, 
or Commiſſion from the Governour, or in his Abſence from the 
Deputy Governour, Expreſſing him to be Qualified, as aforeſaid, 
Authorizing, and Impowring him to Execute the faid Office: And 
every Perſon being ſo * Qualified, and Impowred, ſnall be 
accounted Lawful Sheriff of the County for which he is Appointed; 
and ſhall have full Power, and Authority to Serve, and Execute all 
Lawful Writs within their Reſpective Counties, to them Directed, 
coming from Lawful Authority : And ſhall Have, and Execute the 
Power, and Office of Water-Bayliffs ; which is hereby Annexed to 
the Sheriffs Office. 


And alſo ſhall have full Power within their Reſpective Counties, 
to Conſerve the King's Peace ; and to Suppreſs with Force, and 
Strong Hand, when the Neceſſity of the Caſe ſhall fo Require, all 
Tumults, Riots, Routs, and other Unlawful Aſſemblies; and to Ap- 
prehend without Warrant, all ſuch as they ſhall find ſo, as aforeſaid, 
Appearing in Diſturbance of the King's Peace, and cauſe them to 
Appear before the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace z who may, 
as the Caſe after Examination thereinto ſhall Require, Bind over ſuch 
Offenders to the next County Court in that County wherein the Offence 


is committed: Which Court upon Conviction of ſuch Offenders of 


the Breach of the Peace, in any of Kinds aforeſaid, ſhall Puniſh 
them, and every - of them by Fine, or Impriſonment, at their Diſcre- 
tion, as the Nature of the Offence ſhall Require: 


That 
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That the Sheriffs, aforeſaid, ſhall have full Power, at their Diſ. 
cretion, to Command ſuch Aſſiſtance of ſuitable Perſons within their 
Reſpective Counties, as they ſhall Judge Needful, to Aſſiſt them in 
the Execution of their Office in every Branch thereof: And who- 
ſoever being of Age, and Ability, and being ſo Commanded, ſhall 
Neglect, or Refuſe to Aſſiſt any Sheriff in the Execution of his Office, 
according to his Ability, and be thereof Convicted in the County 
Court of that County, ſhall pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings to the 
Treaſurer of ſaid County, and Charges of Proſecution, 


And each, and every Conſtable in this Colony, ſhall within their 
Reſpective Towns, have Power Equal to what is hereby given to 
Sheriffs in their Reſpective Counties. 


And in caſe great Oppoſition ſhall be Made againſt any Sheriff, 
in Executing of Lawful Writs, Signed by Lawful Authority; or 
in Serving other Lawful Writs, and Proceſſes, Signed as aforeſaid, 
or in cafe there be a Suſpicion that ſuch great Oppoſition will be 
made, ſuch Sheriff is hereby Authorized, by, and with the Advice 
of One Aſſiſtant, and a Juſtice of the Peace, and of ſuch other Aſſiſtants, 
and Juſtices preſent, in caſe more are preſent ; to Raiſe the Militia 
of the County, or ſo many of them as they ſhall Judge Needful 
for the Removing all Oppoſition out of the Way, and ſhall Proceed 
therein, and be Indemnified ; as is provided by the Law, Entituled, 
An Af for the Preventing, and Puniſhing Riots, and Rioters. 


And all Military Officers, and Souldiers are hereby Commanded to 
Yield Obedience to the Sheriffs Commands in ſuch Caſes, on the Pains, 
and Penalties hereafter Mentioned. | 


And the Sheriffs ſhall not Return that they cannot do Execution, 


That if any Commiſſion Officer, or any Souldier ſhall Neglect, or 
Refuſe to Obey the Command of the Sheriff under the Regulation 
aforeſaid, and be thereof Convicted before the County Court, ſuch 
Officer ſhall pay a Fine of Fifty Shillings, and every ſuch Souldier 


ſhall pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings ; and the Charges which ſhall 
ariſe, and Damages which ſhall be ſuſtained upon ſuch an Occaſion, 
ſhall be paid, and ſatisfied out of the Eſtates of him, or them who 
are the Occaſion of it: And in caſe no Eſtate, or not ſufficient to 


Anſwer the ſaid Charges, and Damages can be found, it ſhall be paid 
and ſatisfied out of the County Treaſury where ſuch caſe ſhall —_ 
| 


And in want of Money in the Treaſury of ſaid County, it ſha 
paid out of the Treaſury of this Colony. 


And the Sheriff is hereby Authorized to Seiſe, and Diſpoſe of 2 
ſufficiency -of the Offenders Eſtate, if to be found, to Anſwer the 
Charges, and Damages aforeſaid, 


> And the Wages of ſuch Officers, Souldiers, and other Perſons 
Commanded to the Aſſiſtance of the Sheriff ſhall be, Five Shillings 
per Diem for a Captain, Three Shillings for a Lieutenant, and Tu- 


Shillings for each Centinal, and other Perſons Employed in ſuch Service. 


And the more Effefttually to Oblige Sheriffs, and Conſtables to Perforn 


the Services of their Offices, and the better to Regulate them me? © 
| t 
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Be it further Enarted bp the Authozity afozeſaſd, That Sheriffs, 
and Conſtables ſhall Receive all manner of Writs in any Place, and 
at all Times within their Counties, or Preeincts, when, and whereſoever 
they ſhall be Tendred to them, and ſhall Execute the ſame, and make 
Return thereof according to the Directions therein given. 


And any Perſon may Demand of the Sheriff, or Conſtable to 
whom he delivers any Writ, to give a Receipt thereof under his 
Hand, wherein the Names of the Parties, the Sum, or Thing in 
Demand, the Date of the Writ, and of it's Delivery ſhalt be 
Contained -» ; without taking any Thing therefor: And on his Refuſal, 
others preſent may ſet to their Hands as Witneſſes to ſuch Debvery. 


And if fuch Sheriff, or Conſtable mall not Bene the Writ, or 
ſhall Neglect to make Return thereof ; or ſhall 
Undue Return; on Complaint thereof made to the Court, or Juſtice 
to which it was made Returnable, the Court, or Juſtice may Enquire 
thereof, by the Evidence produced ; and if he be found in Default, 
the Court, or Juſtice may Set a ſuitable Fine upon him, and Award 
Damages to the Party © Agrieved, having Reſpe& unto the Quantity, 
and Quality of the Actin ; and the Peril that might have happened 

unto him by the Delay Which he ſuffered. * 


Which Proceſs againſt ſuch Sheriff, or Conſtable ' ſhall be Serve 
at leaft Fourteen | o_— before the Sitting of the Court wherein 1 | 
to be Tried. | 


And that haben” any Sheriff or Conſtable ſhall be Sued for 
not Executing any Writ of Execution. delivered to him to be Exe- 
cuted, there thall be no Appeal, or Review Allowed in any ſuch Caſe. 


Provided, A Receipt in Writing be Demanded, or Received of f 
Officer for fuch Writ aero at the time of "the en the! 
as is herein fore provided. © 


Provided . That if any fuch Officer ſhall be ear d af. 0 or 
Sued before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace for not Executing, 
or for making a Falfe, or Undue Return of any Writ of Execution, 
gran ranted by ſuch Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice, on fb 1. — for more than 

vrty Sbill »gs, founded on the Confeſſion of * either of the 


3 in ſüch Complaint, or Suit mall have Li of an Appeal 
= the Jul ment of ſuch Afliſtant, or Juſtice to the next ® te 
Court in the, ſame 


. any Thing before in this Act to t 
contrary oba g h 


Be it further Shank * the Aurhoztry afozefaſy, That no 

bit ae Fl ſhall be Allowed any more Fees for Travel to Serve, 

Writ, or Execution than he doth Actually) Travel 

to Serve, Ga. eturn the ſame, any Su or Cuſtom to the . 
trary notwithſtanding, | 


And that when ever any Sheriff, or Conſtable by Virtus 6. ny 
Writ of Execution ſhall Seiſe any Goods, or Chattels to Anſwer, and 
Satisfy ſuch Execution, and any Perſon ſhall appear to Receive ſuch 


| Goods, and Chattels into his Care, and ſhall give to ſuch Officer a 


Writing well Executed by ſuch Perſon, therein Expreſſing the — 


make a Falſe, or 


Sheriffs, and 
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receive Writs 
at ary lime, 
or Place, 


Any perſon 
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Receipt for 
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ulating #Jnſpecting the Building ol Ships Sec. 


bate, in caſe e 


be Obtained, 


of ſuch Goods, and Chattels, and thereby Promiſing to Re-deliver the 
ſame to ſuch. Officer, and ſhall, Fail of Performing accordingly, and 
any. Action ſhall be brought by ſuch Sheriff, or Conſtable againſt 
ſuch Perſon on ſuch Receipt, there ſhall be no Appeal, or Review, 
in ſuch Caſe Allowed, or Granted, , | 


And be it further Enacted by. the Authozity alozeſald, That no 
Sheriff, Under-Sheriff, Sheriffs- Deputy, or Conſtable ſhall be Allowed 
to Draw, or Fill up any Writ, Proceſs, or. Declaration in any Cafe 
whatſoever ; nor appear in any Court as an Attorney for, and in 
Behalf of any other . Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever. 


And if it ſhall appear in any Caſe that the Writ, Proceſs, or 
Declaration was Drawn, or Filled up by any Sheriff, Under- Sheriff, 
Deputy, or Conſtable ( their own Caſes only Excepted ) the ſame 
ſhall Abate, and be Diſmiſſed, has Law Uſage, or Cuſtom to the 
contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding, U 


— — 


a 


An Act for Regulating, and Inſpecting the Building 
5 of Ships, and other Veſſels. 


TN ORASMUCH as the Building of Ships, and other Veſſels, 
F is a Buſineſs of great Importance in this Colony; Therefore accord- 
ing to the Courſe, and Prattice of His Majeſty's Kingdom of Great- 
Britain, it is Neceſſary that ſome ſuitable Proviſion be made, that Effedtual 
Care be taten for the Well Performing the ſame. . 


Therefore, 


Bt it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatſves, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by. the pany of the ſame, 
That when, and ſo often as any Ship, or Veſſel of Twenty Tons, 
or Upwards is to be Built, or Set up in any Town, or Place within 
this Colony, before any Plank be brought on, the Builder, or Owner 
ſhall Repair to One of the next Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices of the Peace 
within the ſame. County, who upon Requeſt made, is hereby Im- 
 Powred to Appoint, and Authorize One, or more able Ship-Wrights 
to, be Oyerleers, and Surveyots of the ſaid Building, and of all the 
Materials, and Workmanſhip in, and about the ſame, from Time to 
Time, as Men, as. the Builder, or Owner ſees cauſe to Call them 
thereto , : Who are to take Care that all the Materials be Sound, 
Sufficient, and Suitable for the Occaſion ; and that the Work be done, 
and perfarmed Strong, Subſtantial, and according to the Rules of the 


Ship- Wrights Art, 


And to Direct; and they are hereby Impowred to Order, and Direct, 
that all Inſufficient, Defetive Timber, Plank, and other Materials, and 
Workmanſhip be Taken out, and Amended : No Timber, or Plank 
of Oak to be Allowed, other than White Oak, or Rock Oak, 
(except for the Deck, and Ceiling of ſuch Ship, or Veſſel.) 


F Which Surveyors lo Appointed ſhall be Sworn to be Faithful, aad 
Indifferent between the Carpenter, and the Owner, or Owners. 


X 
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That if any Builder, or Carpenter upon Advice, Order, and 
Direction of ſuch Surveyor, or Surveyors ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe to 
Reform, and Amend what is Judged to be Defective, or Amiſs in any 
Materials, or Workmanſhip ; every ſuch Builder, or Carpenter ſhall 
Forfeit, and Pay the Sum of Five Shillings per Diem to the Treaſurer 
of that Town where ſuch Veſſel ſhall be in Building, until ſuch 
Defects, Inſufficiences, and Miſ-doings ſhall be Amended, being Con- 
victed of ſuch Refuſal, or Neglect before any One Afliſtant, or 
Juſtice of the Peace ; Unleſs ſuch Authority on Hearing of the 
Builder, or Carpenter ſhall ſee cauſe to Allow him ſome further 
Reaſonable Time for doing the ſame ; after which the Forfeiture to 
be, as aforeſaid, 


And if any Builder, or Carpenter ſhall Bring to, and Faſten any 
Plank upon any Ship, or Veſſel of the Burden aforeſaid, before a 
Warrant of Survey be Obtained, as aforeſaid, and the Surveyor, or 
Surveyors have been to view the Frame ; every ſuch Builder, or 
Carpenter Offending herein, ſhall Forfeit, and Pay the Sum of 
Ten Pounds : The one Moiety thereof to the Treaſurer of the Colony, 
and the other Moiety to him, or them that ſhall Sue for, and 
Proſecute the ſame to Effect, by Bill, Plaint, or Information in any 
of His Majeſty's Courts of Record in this Colony. 


And that when any Surveyor, or Surveyors are called to Survey 
the Work, or Materials, in Manner aforeſaid, they ſhall have for 
their Care, and Pains, and Attendance when called, Three Shillings 
for every Survey ; which Charge of Surveying ſhall be bor'n by the 
Builder when he is DefeCtive : But if he is not in Fault, then by the 
Owner, or Owners; and in caſe of Travel out of Town, the 
Surveyors to be further Allowed for their Travel, and Neceſſary 
Charges. 


— — 


An Act Providing in Caſe of Sickneſs. 


E it Enaced by the Eovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

Genera! Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of rhe ſame, 
That for Preventing the Spreading of Infection, when it 
happen that any Perſon, or Perſons coming from Abroad, or from 
any Town, or Place within this Colony, are Viſited, or have Lately 


| been Viſited with the Small Pox, or other Contagious Sickneſs, or 


that may Juſtly be Suſpected to have taken the Infection of any 
ſuch Diſeaſe, which Infection may probably be Communicated to 
others; the Select-Men of ſuch Town in which ſuch Perſons Viſited 
with ſuch Sickneſs, or Suſpe&ed to be Infected with ſuch Diſeaſe, 
are, ſhall, and they are hereby Impowred, by Warrant from Two 
Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices of the Peace; or for want of Two, by any 
One, to take Care, and make Effectual Proviſion, in the beſt Manner 
they can, for the Preſervation of the Inhabitants from the Infection, 
by Removing, and Placing ſuch Sick, or Infected Perſon, or Perſons 


to, and in a Separate Houſe, or Houſes ; and alſo to take Care of 


the Sick, or Infected Perſons, by providing of Nurſes, Tendance, and 
other Aſſiſtance, and Neceſſaries for them, if Need be; all at the Charge 
of the Parties themſelves, their Parents, or Maſters, ( if able ) or otherwiſe 
at the Charge of the Town, or Place whereto they belong. 

| G g The 


penalty of 

5 1. fer diem 
tor Builders 
not attending 
the Advice oft 
Surveyors, 


Penalty of 
to J. Neglect- 
ing to have a 
Survey. 


Surveyors 
Allowance, 


Perſons com- 
ing frem 
places Viſited 
wi: hConta- 
gious Sick- 
neſſes Gare to 
he taken to 
prevent the 
Spreading of 
it, Cc. 


ACTS AND LAW Ss. 


226 


Providing in Caſe of Sickneſs. 


é 
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be adjuſted &c 
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dance, how to 
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The Accounts to be Adjuſted by the Authority who Granted 
the Warrants: The Money to be Levied by Diſtreſs, Signed by ſuch 
Authority, 

That in caſe it happen that any Perſon, or Perſons be Viſited 
with any Kind of Sickneſs, (whether cf an Infectious Nature, or 
not ) in any other Town, or Place than that whereunto they belong, 
and by that means Occaſion a Charge to ſuch Town, the Select- 
Men of ſuch Town ſhall lay the Account thereof before the County 
Court of that County wherein ſuch Town is, to which ſuch Perſon, 
or Perſons belong ; which Court having Adjuſted the Accounts of 
ſuch Charge, and Allowed the ſame, or ſo much thereof as they 
ſhall Judge Juſt, and Reaſonable, ſhall Order Payment thereof to be 
made by the Treaſurer of ſuch Town; or in want of ſuch Treaſurer 
by the Select-Men of the ſame, and Award Execution accordingly, 
(when the ſaid Court ſhall Judge that the Perſons themſelves, their 
Parents, or Maſters, or other Relations, which by Law are Oblige! 


to Support them in caſe of Need, are not Able to make Payment. 


And in cale of the Death of the Perſon who ſhould have ſtood 
Charged with the Debt, the Town ſhall Recover the ſame of the Execu- 
tors, or Adminiſtrators of the Deceaſed, and for want of Aſſetts in their 
Hands, of his Heirs, if any be. 


And when it ſhall happen any tuch Sick, and Indigent Perſons 
prove not to be Inhabitants of this Colony, or belong not to any 
Town, or Place within this Colony, and are not the proper Charge 
thereof ; or of any particular Perlon, by Law, and Need Relief, then 
the Charge of ſuch Perſons Sickneſs ſhall be Defrayed out of the 
Public Treaſury of the Colony, by Order of the Governour, and 
Council : The Account of ſuch Charge being firſt Laid before, and 
Allowed by them. 


That whenſoever it ſhall be Neceſſary for the taking Care of the 
Sick, any Two Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices of the Peace, or One in cale 
Two cannot be had in the ſame Town where the Occaſion ſhall 
happen, may make out a Warrant, Directed to the Sheriff of the 
County, his Deputy, or Conſtables of the Town ; Requiring them, 
or any of them, in His Majeſty's Name, ( with the Advice, and 
Direction of the Select-Men of the ſaid Town) to Impreſs, and Take 
up convenient Houſe, or 'Houſes, Lodging, Nurſes, Tendance, and 
other Neceſſaries for the Accommodation of the Sick. 


That if any Town, or Place Viſited with Sickneſs, as aforeſaid, be 
in Danger of Suffering for want of ſuitable Nurſes, or Tenders, which 
cannot be procured in the ſame Town, then a Warrant ſhall be 
granted by the Authority aforeſaid, at their Diſcretion, for the Im- 
preſſing any Meet Perſon, or Perſons, and other Neceſſaries out of 
any other Towns. 


That if any Perſon, or Perſons, Seamen, or Paſſengers Belonging 
to, or Tranſported in any Ship, or Veſſel, Arriving at any Port, or 
Harbour within this Colony, happen to be Viſited with the Smal 
Pox, or other Contagious Sickneſs during the Voyage; or come from 
any Place where ſuch Sickneis Prevails, and is Common; Or if an 
Perſon whatſoever ſhall come from any Town, or Place, either m 


this, or any Neighbouring Government where any ſuch Infectious : h 
ot 
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doth prevail, or hath lately prevailed; Or when any Perſon, or 
Family may be Juſtly Suſpected, and Feared to have Taken the In- 
fection of any ſuch like Contagious Sickneſs, it ſhall be in the Power 
of the Select-Men of the Town to Order ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, 
or Family to Confinement in ſuch Veſſel, and ſuch Place as they ſhall 
think ar 3 Or in ſuch Houſe, or Place, and for ſo long a Time 
as t all think moſt convenient, and fafe ; and if Need ſo Re- 
quire, upon their Application to One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, 
or more if readily to be come at, he, or they may, and are hereby Au- 
thorized to make out a Warrant to the Sheriff, or Conſtable, afore- 
ſaid ; or in want of ſuch Officers, or for any other ſpecial Reaſon, 


to ſome other ſuitable Perſon, ( who is accordingly hereby Impowred . 


with the ſame Authorities, and Required upon the ſame Penalties as 
the proper Officers are Inveſted with, and Liable to ) both for the 
Remanding ſuch Perſons on Board again, and Confining them to the 
Places Aſſigned them on Board, or on the Shoar : As alſo for pre- 
venting Perſons coming to, or going from them contrary to the 
Orders given, 


That in caſe the Diſtreſs, and Difficulties ſhall be ſo great in any 
Place, or Places that any further Proviſion ſhall be found Neceſſary 
than is in this AR provided, upon Application to the Governour, 
or Commander in Chief for the Time being, he is hereby Impowred 
to Make, and Give ſuch further Orders, and Directions therein, with 
the Advice, and Conſent of his Council, as they ſhall think Fit for 
. preventing the Spreading of ſuch Infection, or any Thing relating 
thereto. 


That if any Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever ſhall Willingly Tranſgreſs 
againſt any Rule, or Method made by this Act, or provided by 
Virtue thereof to prevent the Spreading of ſuch Diſeaſes, whether by 
Refuſing to Nurſe, or Tend ſuch Sick Perſons; Or by Reſorting to 
any ſuch Sick Perſons, or to the Places where they are; Or ſhall, 
( without Licenſe firſt Had, or Obtained from an Aſſiſtant, Juſtice 
of the Peace, or Selet-Men ) come on Shoar from ſuch Ship, or 
Veſſel ; Or go from any other Infected Place where they are Confined, 
as aforeſaid : Or being Appointed to Tend, or be with ſuch Sick 
Perſons, ſhall dare to go Abroad from the Houſes where ſuch Sick 
Perſons are kept, and go into any Other Houſe, or Company, every 
fuch Perſon Tranſgreſſing, as aforeſaid, ſhall Incur a Penalty, or Fine 
to the Town Treaſurer where any ſuch Offence ſhall be Committed 
as the County Court of that County wherein ſuch Town is ſhall 
Judge Meet ; not Exceeding the Sum of Eight Pounds. 


That if any Perſon, or Perſons being Impreſſed, as aforeſaid, to 
Nurſe, or Tend ſhall Refuſe, or Neglect to Enter upon the faid 
Service, that it ſhall be Lawful for the Authority who granted 
the Warrant by which ſuch Perſon, or Perſons were Impreſſed, 
( if ſufficient Excuſe to ſuch Authority ſatisfying be not ſhewn ) 
to commit him, her, or them ſo Neglecting, or Refuſing to the 
Common Goal of the County wherein the Caſe happens, there to 
Remain at his, her, or their own Charge till he, ſhe, or they 

Conform themſelves, or the Occaſion of Impreſſing ſhall be 
over, and ſignified by ſuch Authority under his, or their Hand to 
the Keeper of the Goal for their Releaſe. 
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That when, and ſo often as it ſhall happen that any Perſon in 
any Houſe, Family, or Veſſel in any Townſhip, Harbour, or Rhoad 
within this Colony, ſhall be taken Sick, and do Fear, and Suſpect it 
to be with the Small-Pox, or other Contagious Sickneſs, as aforeſaid, 
it ſhall be the Duty of the Head of ſuch Family, or Maſter vf 
the Veſſel, immediately to put forth à Signal, Viz. At every ſuch 
Houſe a White Cloth of | Two Foot Square, or. Larger, Extended 
on a Staff, or Pole at leaſt Ten Foot High, by the Houſe, between 


the Houſe, and Street, or High- Way: And on Board a Veſſel the 


Signal ſhall be, the ſame Hoiſted on the Shrouds. 


691 | Lvl 707-30 21959 q 
Which Signal ſhall be ſo continued till by Order of a Juſtice, 
the Select - Men of the Town they ſhall be Diſcharged there from. 


And on Failure hereof the Head of ſuch Family, or Maſter of ſuch 
Veſſel, on Conviction thereof before the County Court in the County 
where ſuch Omiſſion ſhall be, ſhall incur ſuch Penalty as the ſaid 
Court ſhall Judge proper; not excecding Twelve Pounds. 


' 


or 


And that in every Town, and Place where any ſuch Infectious 
Diſeaſe ſhall Break out, to prevent the Spreading thereof, all Owners 
of Dogs ſhall Deſtroy their Dogs, or caule them to be Killed; and 
in Neglect thereof, it ſhall be Lawful for any Perſon to Kill the 
ſaid Dogs. | | 


=. e ood.. — —— 


An Act for the Erecting, and Continuing a 
Sign-Poſt in Each Town in this Colony. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Court Sllembled, and by the Authozitp of rhe ſame, 
hat near the Center of every Town in this Colony, there ſhall be 
a Sign-poſt Set up at the Towns Charge, and Maintained in ſufficient 
Repair, on the. Penalty of Ten Shillings per Month, for any Town 
that ſhall Neglect the ſame : One Half to the Complainer that ſhall 
proſecute the ſame within Six Months after ſuch Neglect; and the 
other Half to the County Treaſury ; which Fine ſhall be Recoverable 
of the Selett-Men of the Town ſo Neglecting. 


At which Sign-poſts, Proclamations ſent forth to be Set up, and 
Publiſhed, Notices of Strays, Sales of Houſes, and Lands, and Ad- 
vertiſements of ſuch like Occaſions, ſhall be ſet up to be Read, 


Provided nevertheleſs, That in Each of the Towns of Hartford, 
Windſor, and Middletown, there ſhall be a Sign-poſt Erected, and Set 
up, in ſome convenient Place on Each-ſide of Connecticut-River: 

nd that the Officers ſhall Poſt Goods Taken by Execution, and 
Creatures Taken Damage Feaſant on the Sign-poſt in ſaid Towns on 
the ſame Side the ſaid River where the Goods are Taken, or Creatures 
Impounded, and there Sell the ſame, according to the Direction 
the Law in ſuch caſes provided, any Thing in this Act to the contrary 
in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 
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An Act concerning Tndian, Molatro, and Negro 
- Servants, and Slaves, 


E it Enacted by the Godernour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, 
in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of the lame, 
That whatſoever Negro, Molatto, or Indian Servant, or Servants 
ſhall be found Wandring out of the Bounds of the Town, or Place 
to which they belong without a Ticket, or Paſs in Writing under 


the Hand of ſome Aſſiſtant, or Juftice of the Peace, or under the 


Hand of the Maſter, or Owner of fuch Negro, Molatto, or Indian 
Servants, ſhall be Deemed, and Accounted to be Run-aways, and 
may be Treated as fuch : And every Perſon Inhabiting in this Colony, 
Finding, or Meeting with any fuch Negro, Molatto, or Inaian Servant, 
or Servants not having a Ticket, as aforeſaid, is hereby Impowred 
to Seiſe, and Secure him, or them, and Bring him, or them before 
the next Authority to be Examined,” and Returned to his, or their 
Maſter, or Owner, who ſhall fatisty the Charge Accruing thereby. 


And all Ferry-Men within this Colony, are hereby Required not 
to ſuffer any Indian, Molatto, or Negro Servant, without Certificate, 
as aforeſaid, to paſs over their Reſpective Ferries, by Aſſiſting them 
therein Direttly, or Indirectly, on the penalty of paying a Fine of 
Twenty Shillings for every fuch Offence, to the Owner of ſuch Servants. 


And all Vagrants, or Suſpected Perſons may be Uſed in the like 
Manner, when found Wandring from Town to Town having no 
Certificate, or Paſs, as aforeſaid, who ſhall be Seifed, and Conveyed 
before the next Authority, to be Examined, and Diſpoſed of according 
to Law, 

And if any Free Negroes ſhalt Travel without ſuch Certificate, or 
Paſs, and be Stopped, Scifed, or Taken up, as aforefaid, they ſhall 
pay all Charges ariſing thereby. poet} | | 

And for the Preventing ſuch Servants from Stealing from their 
Maſters, and Others ; and for the better Governing them, © 


Be it further Enacted by the Nurhozity afozeſaid, That every 
Free Perſon which ſhall preſume, either Openly, or Privately to Buy, 
or Receive of, or from any Indian, Molatto, or Negro / Servant, or 
Slave any Money, Goods, Merchandizes, Wares, or Proviſions without 
Order from the Maſter, or Miſtreſs of ſuch Servant, or Slave; every 
Perſon fo Offending, and being thereof Convicted, ſhall be Sentenced 
to Reſtore all ſuch Money, Goods, Merchandizes, Wares, and Pro- 
viſions unto the Party Injured, in Specie, ( if not Altered ) and alfo 
Forfeit to the Party Double the Value thereof, over, and above; or 
Treble the Value where the ſame are Diſpoſed of, or Made away 
And if the Perſon ſo Offending be Unable to, or ſhall not make 
Reſtitution, as Awarded, then to be Openly Whipt with ſo man 
Stripes, ( not exceeding Twenty) as the Court, or Juſtice that ha 
the Cognizance of ſuch Offence ſhall Order; or make Satisfaction by 
Service : To be Aſſigned therein by ſuch Court, or Juſtice. 


And every Indian, Negro, or Molatto Servant, or Slave, of, or 
from whom ſuch Money, Goods, Merchandizes, Wares, or Proviſions 
ſhall be Received, or Bought, if it appear they were Stolen; or = 
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ſhall Steal any Money, Goods, Merchandizes, Wares, or Proviſions, 
and be thereof Convicted, ( although the Buyer, or Receiver be not 
found) ſhall be puniſhed by Whipping; not exceeding Thirty Stripes, 
and the Things Stolen to be Reſtored to the Party Injured, if found, 
or the Value thereof if not found: To be Determined, as aforeſaid, 


That if any Negro, Molatto, or Indian Servant, or Slave ſhall be 
found Abroad from Home in the Night Seaſon after Nine of the 
Clock, without ſpecial Order from his, or their Maſter, or Miſtreſs, 
it ſhall be Lawful for any Perſon, or Perſons to Apprehend, and 
Secure ſuch Negro, Molatto, or Indian Servant, or Slave ſo Offending, 
and him, her, or them Bring before the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace; Which Authority ſhall have full Power to pals 
Sentence upon, ſuch Servant, or Slave, and Order him, her, or them 
to be publickly. Whipped on the Naked Body; Not Exceeding Ten 
Stripes, and to pay Coſt of Court; Except his, or their Maſter, or 
Miſtreſs ſhall Redeem them, by paying a Fine, not Exceeding Ten 
Shillings. | 


And if ſuch Servants, or Slaves ſhall have Entertainment in any 
Houſe after Nine of the Clock, as aforeſaid, (Except to do any Buſineſs 
they may be ſent upon ) the Head of the Family that Entertains, 
or Tolerates them in his, or her Houſe, or any the Dependences 
thereof, ſhall Forfeit, and Pay the Sum of Ten Shillings : One Half 
to the Complainer, and the other Half to the Treaſurer of the Town 
where the Offence is committed. 


And all Conſtables, and Grand-Jurors, and Tything-Men are Required 
to make Enquiry into, and Preſent all Breaches of this Act. 


And for Preventing Diſorders, and Inſolences from being Committed 
by Indians brought from other Plantations ; and for Preventing Charges 
coming upon Towns by Negro, Indian, and Molatto Servants, and Slaves 
Coming, and being made Free. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That al! 
Indians, Male, or Female, of what Age ſoever, Imported, or Brought 
into this Colony by Sea, or Land from any Place whatſoever, to 
be Diſpoſed of, Lett, or Sold within this Colony, ſhall be Forfeited 
to the Treaſury of this Colony, and may be Seiſed, and Taken 
accordingly ; Unleſs the Perſon, or Perſons Importing, or Bringing in 
ſuch Indian, or Indians ſhall give Security to ſome Naval Officer in 
this Colony of Fifty Pounds per Head to Tranſport, or Carry out 
the ſame again within the ſpace of One Month next after their Coming, 
not to be Returned back to this Colony. 


And every Maſter of Ship, or Veſſel, Merchant, or Perſon what- 
ſoever Importing, or Bringing into this Colony, by Sea, or Land, 
any Indian, or Indians, Male, or Female, as aforeſaid, ſhall within 
the ſpace of Twenty Four Hours after their Arrival, or Coming in, 
Report, and Enter their Names, Number, and Sex, and give Security 
to ſome Naval Officer, as aforeſaid, on pain of Forfeiting to the 
Treaſury of this Colony the Sum of Fifty Pounds per Head : To 
be Sued for, and Recovered in any of His Majeſty's Courts of Record, 
by Action, Bill, Plaint, or Information, 


And 
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And that all Slaves ſet at Liberty by their Owners ; and all Negro, 
Molatto, or Spaniſh Indians who are 42 to Maſters for Time, 
in caſe they come to Want after they ſhall be fo ſet at Liberty, 
or the Time of their ſaid Service be Expired, ſhall be Relieved by 
ſuch Owners, or Maſters reſpectively, their Heirs, Executors, or Ad- 
miniſtrators; and upon their, or either of their Refuſal ſo to do, the 
ſaid Slaves, and Servants ſhall be Relieved by the Select-Men of the 
Towns to which they belong: And the ſaid Select-Men ſhall ke- 
cover of the ſaid Owners, or Maſters, their Heirs, Executors, or 
Adminiſtrators all the Charge, and Coſt they are at for ſuch Relief, 
in the Uſual Manner as in the caſe of any other Debts. 


—— 


An Act for Forming, Ordering, and Regulating 
Societies, or Pariſhes, 


E it Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Nepreſentatives; 
in General Courr Aſſembled, and by the Xuthozity of the ſame, 
That the Setled, and Approved Inhabitants, Qualified as is hereafter 
in this Act provided, in Each Reſpective Pariſh, or Society Made, 
or that ſhall be Made, and Conſtituted by this Aſſembly, ſhall Meet, 
and Aſſemble together, Annually, ſome Time in the Month of 
December, or in any other Month in the Year, as they ſhall Jud 

moſt Convenient, at ſome Place in ſuch Society, according to the 
Notice thereof to be given them at leaſt Five Days betore ſuch 
Meeting, by the Committee for Ordering the Affairs of the Society, 


or for want of ſuch Committee by the Clerk of the Society. 


And the Inhabitants being Legally Aſſembled, are Impowred by 
the Vote of the Major Part of them preſent, to Chooſe a Moderator, 
a Society Clerk, and Three, or more Diſcreet, Able Inhabitants to be a 
Committee to Order the Affairs of the Society for the Year Enſuing : 
Which Clerk ſhall Take the Oath by Law provided for Society 
Clerks : And being ſo Qualified, ſhall have the ſame Powers, and 
Authorities, as to the Buſineſs of the ſaid Society, as the Town 
Clerks have in the Reſpective Towns 3 and his Doings ſhall be as 
Effectual in Law : And the ſaid Society Clerk being Choſen, and 
Sworn, ſhall continue in his Office until another be Choſen, and Sworn 
in his Room. 


And alſo the ſaid Inhabitants in their Lawful Meetings, by their 
Major Vote, as aforeſaid, ſhall have Power to Grant, and Lay ſuch 
Rates, and Taxes on the Inhabitants of ſuch Society, and Others by 
Law Rateable by ſuch Society, for the Raiſing ſuch Sum, or Sums 
of Money as may be Needed for the Support of the Miniſtry, and 
School there, and other Matters Neceſſary for them to do; and to 
Appoint Committees for ſuch Purpoſes, as their Occaſions call for, 
as the Law Directs : And to Chooſe, and Appoint a Collector, or 
Collectors for the Gathering ſuch Rates, and Taxes : And every Col- 
letor fo Choſen that fhall Refuſe to Serve, ſhall ſuffer the ſame 
Penalty as is provided by Law in caſe of Town Officers Refuſing to 
Serve in the Offices to which they are Choſen, 


That when any Society, or Societies are Legally Set off in any 
Town, or Towns in this Colony, whereby ſuch Town, or 2 = 
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Divided into Separate Societies, ſuch New Society ſo Set off, and alſo 
the Remaining Part, or Firſt Society in any Town, may, in Order 
to their being Formed, and Furniſhed with proper Officers, Warn their 
Firſt Meeting in the following Manner, /:z. 

An Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, together with Three principal 
| Inhabitants in any ſuch Firſt Society, or in any ſuch other Society 
3 — So. Set off, as aforeſaid, ſhall grant a Warrant under their Hands to ſome 
ciety, how ; a 
warn gte mest proper Perſon by them Deputed, to Warn all the Inhabitants in the 
the fiilt time, Lincs of ſuch Firſt, or other Societies to Meet together at ſuch 

Time, and Place as they ſhall Appoint : The ſaid Warning to be 
given Five Days before ſuch Meeting, and being ſo Met ſhall, and 
may Act, and Do all, and every thing Lawful, and Proper for a 
Society to Do as before in this Act is provided. 


; That ſuch Inhabitants of Towns, and Societies as have Obtained, 

Such Inhabi- or hereafter ſhall Obtain Liberty of the General Aſſembly, to procure, 
> e and have the Preaching of the Goſpel among themſelves for certain 
— to Months in the Year Diſtinct, and Separate from the Eſtabliſhed Place 
them ſome of Worſhip in tuch Town, or Society to which they belong, ſhall, 
Months in a and may when, and ſo often as there may be Occaſion, Mect together 
Tons _ at ſuch Time, and Place as ſhall be Appointed, and according to the 
— Notice thereof, to be given them at leaſt Five Days before ſuch 
Meeting by their Committee, or for want of a Committee by One 

of the ſaid principal Inhabitants z and being ſo Aſſembled, may 

chooſe a Clerk to Enter their Votes, and alſo a Committee of Three, 

or more Able, Diſcreet Men, of the Inhabitants aforeſaid, to Order 


the prudential Affairs of ſuch Precincts, for the End aforeſaid ; and 


may by their Major Vote in ſuch their Meetings, Grant, and Lay 


ſuch Rates, and Taxes on the ſaid Inhabitants, as ſhall be Needful 
for the . of the Miniſter whom they ſhall procure to Preach 
with them for ſuch Time, and for other Neceſſary Charges ariſing 
among them; and to rome a Collector, or Collectors for the Gathering 
ſuch Rates: Who ſhall have the ſame Power to proceed in Collecting 
the ſame as Collectors of Societies have, and ſhall be Accountable 
therefor, in the ſame Manner as Collectors of Society Rates by Law are. 


And for the preventing Diſputes about the Votes made in Society 
1 z and for the Determining th: Qualification of Voters 
therem. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no 

— W —_ Perſon ſhall preſume to Vote in any Society Meeting, aforeſaid, 

lied to > 1 unleſs ſuch Perſon hath a Free-Hold in the ſame Town, or Society 

Se. Rated at Fifty Shillings, or Forty Pounds in the Common Liſt ; or 

is a Perſon of full Age, and in full Communion with the Church : 

Nor ſhall any Perſon who is, or ſhall be by the Law of this Govern- 

ment Freed, or Exempted from the Payment of thoſe Taxes Granted 

by any Town, or Society for the Support of the Worſhip, and 

Miniſtry of the Preſbyterian, Congregational, or Conſcociated Churches 

of this Government, and for the Building, and Maintaining Meeting- 

Houſes for ſuch Worſhip, on Account, or by Reaſon of his Diſſenting 

from the Way of Worſhip, and Miniſtry aforeſaid, be Allowed, or 

Admitted to Act, or Vote in any Town, or Society Meeting, in 

thoſe Votes which Reſpect, or Relate to the Support of the Worſhip, 

and Miniſtry aforeſaid, and the Building, and Maintaining of the 
Meeting-Houſes, aforeſaid, | 
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And the Acts, and Votes of ſuch Town, and Society Meetings, 
paſſed without computing Perſons not Qualified, as above is Expreſſed, 
and the Acts, and Votes reſpecting the Support of the Worſhip, and 
Miniſtry, and Meeting-Houſes, aforeſaid, made, and paſſed without 
computing the Votes of ſuch Exempt Perſons, ſhall be deemed, and 
accounted the Acts, and Votes of ſuch Town, and Society, any Law, 
Uſage, or Cuſtom to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding, 


And be it further Enazed, That upon the Refuſal, Death, or 
Removal of any Society Clerk, or other Ordinary Society Officer in 
any Society in this Colony, ſuch Society may Aſſemble together, and 
Chooſe a New to fill up ſuch Vacant Place, 
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an Act Appointing Stocks to be Made, and Main- 
rained in the ſeveral Towns in this Colony. 


E it Enacted by the Sovernour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
General Courr Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of the ſame, 
That every Town in this Colony ſtall Make, and Maintain at their 
own Charge, a good pair of Stocks, with a Lock, and Key, ſufficient 
to Hold, and Secure ſuch Offenders as ſhall be Sentenced to be 
Set therein. h 
And if any Town ſhall at any Time be without a pair of Stocks, 
as aforeſaid, the Select-Men of ſuch Town ſhall Forfeit the Sum of 
Six Sbillings to the County Treaſury ; and ſo the ſame Sum for 
every Month fuch Town ſhall be Defective therein: To be Heard, 
and Determined by any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace; or 
by the County Court, when the Forfeitures Amount to a Sum above 
the Cognizance of an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace. 


* 


1 — 


An Act concerning Strays, and Loſt Goods. 


E it Enacted by rhe Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Allembled, and by rhe Authozitp ok rhe ſame, 
That whoſoever ſhall Take up any Stray Beaſt ; or Find any Loft 
Goods, being worth Two Shillings, whereof the Owner is not Known, 
he ſhall carry a true Deſcription of fuch Stray Beaſt, or. Loſt Goods, 
with the Natural, and Artificial Marks thereof, to the Regiſter of the 
Town where ſuch Goods, or Bealt were Found, within Fourteen 
Days after the Finding ſuch Goods, or Beaſt ; who ſhall Regiſter 
the ſame, with the Name of the Perſon in whoſe Keeping ſuch Goods, 
or Beaſt ſhall be; to the End the Owner thereof, by Applying to 
faid Regiſter may have Notice thereof; upon Penalty that the Perſon 
ſo Finding, or Keeping ſuch Goods, or Beaſt, and Failing of his 
Duty therein, ſhall for ſuch Default Forfeit the Value of ſuch Loft 
Goods, or Stray Beaſt : One Half to the Complainer, and the other 
Half to the Town Treaſury, 


And if the Owner ſhall Appear within Six Months after the Re- 
giſtring ſuch Loſt Goods, or Stray Beaſt, and make his Title, 
and Claim, he ſhall have Reſtitution of the ſame ; he paying all 
Neceſſary Charges for the Pains, and Care taken about ſuch Goods, 
er Beaſt, as the next Aſſiſtant, — Juſtice of the Peace ſhall Adjudge. 
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4 Proviſe, 


And if no Owner ſhall Appear within the ſaid Six Months, the 
Regiſter aforeſaid ſhall Appoint Two Free-Holders, who ſhall, under 
Oath Apprize ſaid Goods, or Beaſt according to the preſent True, 
and Juſt Value thereof in Money. 


And if the Owner ſhall Appear 
Apprizement, and make good his Title, and Claim, as aforeſaid, and 
pay all Neceſſary Charges for the Pains, and Care taken about ſuch 
Goods, or Beaſt to that Time, ( to be Adjudged of, as aboveſaid ) 
he ſhall have Reſtitution of the ſame, or the Value thereof, at the 
Election of the Finder, according to the Apprizement, aforeſaid, 


And if no Owner ſhall Appear within Twelve Months, and a Day 
after the Regiſtring of ſuch Loſt Goods, or Stray Beaſt, the Value 
thereof, according to the Apprizement aforeſaid, ſhall, (after all Juſt 
Dues to the Keeper, Finder, and Regiſter are Defrayed ) be to the 
Uſe of the Treaſury of the Town where ſuch Goods, or Beaſt were 
found. | 


And the Select-Men of ſuch Town are hereby fully Impowred 
to Recover, and Receive the ſame for the Uſe of ſaid Town. 


And when there ſhall be found on any Beaſt, (either Neat-Kind, 
or Horſe-Kind ) the Brand-Mark of any Town in this Colony that 
is more than Twenty Miles diſtant from the Town where ſuch Stray 
Beaſt is Taken up, and Regiſtred, it ſhall be the Duty of the Perſon 
who ſhall have ſuch Stray Beaſt in Keeping, to ſend a Copy of the 
Entry made by the Regiſter of the Town where ſuch Stray Beaſt 
was Taken up, to the Regiſter of the Town where ſuch Brand doth 
Belong, to be there Entred, within Three Months after the Taking 
up ſuch Stray Beaſt. 


Always Provided, That the Keeper of ſuch Loſt Goods, or Stray 
Beaſt being Faithful in his taking Care of them, ſuch Goods, or 
Beaſt ſhall be at the Riſque of the Owner thereof, during the firſt 
Six Months after ſuch Goods, or Beaſt are firſt Regiſtred. 


And that no Beaſt ſhall be Taken up as a Stray, except it be 
found in a Suffering Condition, 


Provided alſo, That the Clerks of the Firſt Societies on the Eaſt 
Side of Connecticut-River in Hartford, Windſor, and Middletown, ſhall 
be the Officers in ſaid Towns Reſpectively, to Receive, and Enter 
the Deſcription, and Marks of ſuch Stray Beaft, or Loſt Goods 
Found, or Taken up within the Bounds of ſaid Towns reſpectively, 
on the Eaſt Side of the ſaid River; and the ſaid Clerks refpeAivel 
are Directed, and Impowred to Receive, and Enter the ſame, and to 
proceed in the ſame Manner as the Regiſters of the Towns bes 
Act are Directed, and Impowred to do, any Thing in this Act ts 
the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding, h 


An AQ 


within Six Months next after ſuch 


3 


4- = TE I 7 _ BY: i ce 


—— 
— 


ACTS AND LAWS, 


Dureties, and Scire Facias's. 


— 
— — —— 


An Act concerning Sureties, and Scire Facias's. 


E ir Enacted by the Governour, Council, and AFepreſentarives, 

in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authoziry of the ſame, 
That whenſoever any Perſon, or Perſons not being Inhabitants in this 
Government, ſhall take out any Writ, or Summons whatſoever, to 
Bring, or Summons any Perſon, or Perſons before any of the Courts 
of this Colony, there ſhall be a ſufficient Bond given by ſuch Perſon, 
or Perſons Taking out ſuch Writ, or Summons, with good Surety, 
or Sureties of ſubſtantial Inhabitants of this Colony, to Proſecute his, 
or their Writ, or Summons to Effect, and to Anſwer all Damages 
if he, or they make not his, or their Plea good. 


That where Bail is given upon Mean Proceſs in Civil Actions, not 
only for the Appearance of the Party to Anſwer the Suit; but alſo 
to Abide the Order, or Judgment ot the Court that ſhall be given 
thereon ; every ſuch Surety, or Sureties ſhall be Obliged to Satisfy the 
Judgment, in caſe of the Principal's Avoidance, and the Return of, 
Non ef Inventus upon the Execution; Unleſs ſuch Surety at the Time 
of Entring up Final Judgment, do bring the Principal into Court, 
and Move to he Diſcharged ; Upon which the Court ſhall Order 
the Keeper of the Goal to Receive him into Cuſtody, that ſo his 
Body may be Taken in Execution. 


And the Party for whom the Judgment is given may have a Writ 
of Scire Facias out of the ſame Court againſt ſuch Surety, or Sureties ; 
and in caſe no Juſt Cauſe be ſhewn to the contrary, the Judgrient 
that was Rendred againſt ſuch Principal, ſhall be Affirmed againſt 
ſuch Surety, or Sureties, with the Additional Coſts of Suit; and 
Execution be granted accordingly. 


Always Provided, That ſuch Writ of Scire Facias be Taken out, 
and Served upon the Surety within Twelve Months after the ſaid 
Final Judgment, and not afterwards. 


And every Surety of whom ſuch Recovery is made, may bring 
his Action for the Recovery of Damages againſt the Principal Debtor. 


Be ir further Enacted by the Authozitp akozeſald, That when 
any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, upon a Trial before him, has 
given Judgment for any Sum of Money to be paid, and before 
Execution Granted thereon, is Removed by Death, or Otherwiſe ; 
the Party Recovering ſuch Judgment ſhall have Liberty, at any 
Time within Twelve Months after ſuch Removal, to bring a Scire 
Facias to the County Court in the County wherein ſuch Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice did Live, againſt the Perſon, or Perſons againſt whom 
he has Recovered ſuch Judgment ; and upon his producing the 
Record of the ſaid Judgment, or a Copy thereof in ſaid Court, 
Atteſted by the Perſon making it, ſhall have Execution thereon 
granted to him by ſaid Court, tor ſo much of the Sum as it ſhall 
appear to ſaid Court then Remains Unpaid ; and for the Coſts ariſing 
upon the ſaid Scire Facias. 


— 
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236 Appointing, and Directing County Survepoꝛs. 
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An Act for Appointing County Surveyors in the 
ſeveral Counties; and for Dirccting, and 
Regulating them in the Execution of their Office, 


Z ir Enacked bp the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentafives, in 

General Court Allembled, and by the Authozicy of ty ſame, 
That there ſhall be Appointed by the General Aſſembly, from 
Time to Time, as there ſhall be Occaſion, One, or more Perſons in 
each County in this Colony, to be Public, or County Surveyor, or 
Surveyors for Laying out of Lands, and for the Renewing of the 
Bounds of Lands already Laid out, according to their Original Grants, 
as Need ſhall Require ; and for the Running of Lines, and other 
Services proper for a Surveyor to do; who ſhall be ſufficiently 
Skilled in the Surveyors Art, and be Furniſhed with Inſtruments 
ſuitable, and ſufficient for that Service : Each of which Surveyors 
ſhall Take the Oath by Law provided for them : And being Ap- 
pointed, and Qualified, as aforeſaid, ſhall have full Power, and Authority 
to Execute ſaid Office in the Reſpective Counties for which they are, ot 
ſhall be Appointed. 


That when, and ſo often as any County Surveyor ſhall be Employed 
in Laying out any Grants of Land, Renewing Boundaries that are 
Loſt ;. or Running any Lines, or Doing any Service in his Office, 
and there be Occaſion for carrying the Chain to Meafure the Lines ; 
that the Men Employed to carry the Chain ſhall Take the Oath by 
Law Appointed for them : Which Oath ſuch Surveyor 1s hereby fully 
Impowred to Adminiſter to fuch Chain-Men as he calls to his 


Aſliſtance, as aforeſaid. 


That when a County Surveyor is called out to Run any Line 
between Adjoining Proprietors, and that in Order to find the Courſe 
from Boundary to Boundary, he is obliged to Run a Random Line 
to find the Certain, and True Courſe, and in ſo doing Runs on the 
Land of Adjoining Proprietors, ſuch Surveyors ſhall not be deemed 
Guilty of Treſpaſs in ſo Running ſuch Random Line; but may 
Lawtully do the ſame. 

Provided, He do the ſaid Service in either of the Months of 
March, April, Ottober, or November, 


And be it further Enacted by rhe Authozitp aforeſaid, That 
if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall by any Way or Means Oppoſe, Hinder, 
or Interrupt any County Surveyor in the due Execution of his Office, 
as aforelaid ; Or ſhall by any Ways, or Means Oppoſe, Hinder, or 
Interrupt any Committee Appointed by the General Aſſembly to Run, 
Fix, or Aſcertain the Bound Line between particular Townſhips, or 
Proprietors z or for other Buſineſs, or any other Perſon by them Em- 
ployed to Aſſiſt in the Running, and Fixing any ſuch Lines, or 
Doing any other Buſineſs ſuch Committee are Appointed to do, 
every ſuch Offender ſhall incur the Penalty of Five Pounds, and be 
Bound to his good Behaviour, with One, or more Sureties, at the 
Diſcretion of the Court that hath Cognizance of fuch Offence : The 
One Moiety of which Penalty to be to the Treaſurer of the County 
wherein the Offence is committed; and the Other Moiety to the 


Proſecutor. 
An Act 
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An Act for Reſtraining Swine from going at Large. 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of rhe ſame, 
That no Swine ſhall be Allowed to go at Large on the High-ways, 
or Commons in this Government : And if any Perfon, or Perfons 
ſhall Allow their Swine to go at Large on the High-ways, or Com- 
mons, aforeſaid, it ſhall be the Duty of the Haywards in the ſeveral 
Towns in this Colony; and it ſhall be Lawful for any Other Perſon, 
or Perſons to Impound ſuch Swine : And the Owner, or Owners of 
ſuch Swine ſhall pay the Poundage thereof, by Law Allowed, before 
they are Releaſed out of Pound. 


Always Provided, That every Town in this Colony ſhall have 
Liberty ro Agree Otherwiic in their own Precincts reſpecting the 
Swine in ſuch Town, 


Provided Neveriheleſs, That if the Swine, (of ſuch Town ſo A- 
greeing ) ſhall at any Time come within the Bounds of any other 
Town, they ſhall in all Reſpects be under the Regulation of this Act, 
as fully as if no ſuch Agreement had been made; Unleſs ſuch 
Other Town whercinto ſuch Swine ſhall come, as aforeſaid, ſhall 
allo Agree, as aforeſaid, 


— 


An A& for the Puniſhment of Theft. 


E it Enaded by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

Genera! Court Allembied, and by rhe Authonty of the ſame, 
That whoſoever ſhall Steal, or Purlom any Money, i. or 
Chattels, and be thereof Convicted, by Confeſſion, or other ſufficient 
Evidence, every fuch Offender ſhall Forfeit, and Pay Treble the Value 
of the Money, Goods, or Chattels ſo Stolen, or Purloined unto the 
Owner, or Owners thereof ; and be further Puniſhed by Fine, at the 
Diſcretion of the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice that hath Cognizance 
of ſuch Offence ; Not exceeding Forty Shillings. 


And if the Value of the Money, Goods, or Chattels ſo Stolen, 
Amount to the Sum of Twenty Shil/ings, ſuch Offender Stealing the 
fame to that Value, ſhalt beſides the aforeſaid Forfeitures, be further 
Puniſhed by Whipping ; Not exceeding Ten Stripes for One Offence. 


And if any ſuch Offender be Unable to make Reſtitution, or pay 
ſuch Three- Fold Damages, fuch Offender ſhall make Satisfaction by 
Service: And the Proſecutor ſhall be, and is hereby Impowred to 
Diſpoſe of ſuch Offender in Service to any of His Majeſty's Subjects 
for ſuch Term as he ſhall be Aſſigned, to ſuch Proſecutor by the 
Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice before whom the Proſecution ſhall be. 


And if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Conceal any Theft ; or Re- 
ceive any Stolen Goods, Knowing them to be ſuch, (Except the 
Fact be Private, or Committed by ſome Member of his own Family) 
Every ſuch Perſon ſo Concealing, or Receiving, ſhall Suffer, and be 
Punithed, as he, or they who Commit the Thelt, F 
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238 Layinga Duty on the Expoꝛtation of Timber, &c. 


Any Aſſitant And that every Aſſiſtant, and Juſtice of the Peace in the County 

— j ultice to where ſuch Offence is Committed ; or where the Offender is Appre- 

— — hended, is hereby Authorized, and Impowred to Hear, and Determine 
all Offences againſt this Act. 


Provided, The Value of the Money, Goods, or Chattels Stolen, do 
4 Proviſo. not Exceed the Sum of Forty Shillings, any Law, Uſage, or Cuſtom 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


An Act for Laying, and Collecting a Duty on 
the Exportat:on of Timber, Oc. 
HERE AS the Exportation of great Quantities of Timber 


out of this Colony to the Neighbourmg Governments, may be 
Prejudicial to the Navigation, and Trade of this Government, 


Preamble, 


Therefore, 


Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
A Duty lad General Court Aſſembled, and by rhe Authority of rhe ſame, 
on theExpor- That for all Timber, or Lumber of the Growth of this Colony, 
tation of that ſhall be 1 * or Loaden on Board any Veſſel in any Port, 
Timber, Sc. River, Harbour, Rhoad, or Place of Lading in this Colony for Ex- 
rtation, to either of the Governments of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
ew-York, Rhode-Jſland, or New-Hampſhire ſhall be paid a Duty, for 
the Uſe of this Government; as follows, Viz. | 


Eight Shillings for each Thouſand of Barrel Staves. 
Ten Shillings tor each Thouſand of Hogſhead Staves. 
The Timber, Fifteen Shillings for each Thouſand of Pipe, or Butt Staves. 
Ac. — Fifteen Shillings for each Thouſand of Hogſhead Heading. 
— Eight Shillings for each Thouſand of Barrel Heading. 
Specified. Ten Shillings for every Ton of Ship-Timber. 
Three Shillings for every Hundred Foot of Two Inch Plank, and 
ſo proportionably for Plank of Thicker, or Thinner Size. 
One Shilling and Six-pence for every Hundred Foot of Boards. And 
Ten Shillings for every Cord of Bark. And ſo proportionably 
for Leſſer Quantities, | 


Belts for And for all Timber, or Bolts ſuitable for Staves, or Heading at 
Staves, &'c. the ſame Rate, as aforeſaid ; to be Eſtimated according to the 
Number ſuch Timber, or Bolts are ſufficient to make when Rived. 


And that the ſaid Duties may be Effectually Collected, and Paid. 


Be it further Enacted the Authozity afozeſaid, That the 
b. dd e ſeveral Duties Laid by this Wat ſhall bed Pail to, and ColleRed, and 
Collectors Received by ſuch Collector, or Collectors of Duties, as ſhall be A 
| pointed by the Governour of this Colony for the Time being, for the 
Collecting, and Receiving the ſame. 


The Gor. to And the Governour is hereby fully Impowred, and Deſired to Ap- 
appoint Col- pee, and Authorize from Time to Time, ſuch, and ſo many Col- 
ectors in the ſeveral Parts of this Colony, as there ſhall be 7 

or 


lectors. 
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for the Service aforeſaid: Out of which Duties, the ſaid Collectors 
ſhall Receive Ten per Centum for their Trouble therein; and ſhall An- 
nually Pay in the faid Duties to the Treaſurer of the Colony, taking 
his Receipt for the ſame. 


That if any Maſter of a Veſſel, or other Perſon ſhall Ship, or 
Take on Board any Veſſel in any Port, River, Harbour, Rhoad, 
or Place of Lading in this Colony, any Quantity, or Parcel of the 
aforementioned ſorts of Timber, or Lumber for Exportation before 
Entry thereof made with, and the. Duties thereof be paid to One 
of the aforeſaid Collectors of Duties, or Bond, with ſaffcient Surety 
be given not to Export ſuch Timber, or Lumber to the ſaid 
Neighbouring Governments before the ſaid Duties for the ſame be 
paid, the ſaid Timber, or Lumber ſo —__—_— or Taken on Board 
contrary to this Act, or the Value thereof ſhall be Forfeited by the 
Perſon, or Perſons who Ships, or Takes the fame on Board, as 
aforeſaid : One Half of which Forfeiture ſhall be to the Treaſurer 
of this Colony, for the Uſe of this Government ; and the other Half 
to the Informer who ſhall Proſecute the ſame to Effect. 


That the ſaid Timber, or Lumber ſo Shipped contrary to this Act, 
may be Seiſed by ſuch Collector, or Collectors, or by Warrant from 
any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, and Secured for Tryal at the 
next County Court in the County where ſuch Seiſure ſhall be made: 
Which Court, on Information made of the Tranſgreſſion of this Act, 
may Hear, and Determine the ſame, and give 9 — for the For- 
feiture, and Sale of ſuch Timber, or Lumber as ſhall appear to be 
Shipped contrary to this Act. 


And in caſe no Seiſure be made, the ſaid Court, on Information 
ſnall give Judgment for the Forfeiture of the Value of ſaid Timber, 
or Lumber ſo Exported, againſt him, or them who Shipped, or 
Took on Board, or Exported the ſame contrary to this Act, and 
Award Execution thereon accordingly ; for the Uſes aforeſaid. 


And that if on the Tryal of any ſuch Cauſe, there ſhall ariſe a 
Diſpute about the Growth of ſaid Timber, or Lumber, the Burden of 
Proof ſhall lye on him that Shipped, Owns, or Claims the ſame : 
And if no Claimer, or Owner Appear ;z or no Plea, or Diſpute happen 
about the Growth of ſuch Timber, or Lumber, it ſhall be Preſumed, 
and Taken to be the Growth of this Colony. 


And that when any Suit is Brought on any Bond given, as afore- 
ſaid, not to Export any of the aforeſaid Timber, or Lumber to any 
of the Neighbouring Governments, aforeſaid, then, and in ſuch Caſe, 
if the Defendant ſhall not by the Evidence of One Credible Witneſs 
at. leaſt, ſhew the Court before whom the Trial is, that he hath 
Complied Bona Fide, with the Conditions of ſuch Bond, Judgment 
ſhall be Rendred againſt him for the Forfeiture of ſuch Bond, any 
Law, Uſage, and Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


An Act 
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240 Concerning Towns, and Town Officers. 
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An Act Relating to Towns, and Town-Officers. 


* it Enacted bp the Goverriour, Council, and Aeprelentatives, in 
General Court Allembled, and by rhe MAutho:icy of rhe ſane, 
That the Setled, and Approved Inhabitants of every Town: in this 
Colony, Qualified, and having Eſtate as is hereafter in this Act 
rovided, ſhall have Power to make ſuch Orders, Rules, and Con- 
2 — as may concern the Welfare of their Town. 

Provided, They be not of a Criminal, but of a Prudential Nature, 
and that their Penalties Exceed not Twenty Shillings for One Offence 
and that they be not Repugnant to the Laws, and Orders of this 
Government, D 1 


And if any Inhabitants ſhall Neglect, or Refuſe to Cbſerve; or 
ſhall any way Tranſgreſs the ſame, the Penalties Appointed may be 
Levied by Diſtreſs, granted by an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, 


That the ſaid Setled, and Approved Inhabitants, Qualified, as afore- 
ſaid, in each Reſpective Town, ſhall ſome Time in the Month of Dec-mber, 
3 Meet, and Convene together, upon Notice given by the Select- 
Men of each Town, or ſuch Others as they ſhall Appoint for that 
purpoſe, and being Met, ſhall Chooſe a convenient Number, not 
exceeding Seven, of their Inhabitants, Able, Diſcreet, and of good 
Converſation to be Sclect-Men, or Townſmen, to take Care of, and 
Order the Prudential Affairs of their Town: And allo ſhall Nominate, 
and Chooſe a Town Clerk, or Regiſter, ( who ſhall Enter, and 
Record all Town Votes, Orders, Grants, and Diviſions of Land made 
by ſuch Town ; and all other Matters, and Things which by Law 
are, or ſhall be Ordered to be Entred, and Recorded in his Office ) 
alſo a Town Treafurer, Conſtables, Surveyors of High-Ways, Fence- 
Viewers, Liſters, not exceeding Nine; Collectors of Kates, Leather- 
Sealers, Grand-Jurors, Tything-Men, Haywards, Chimney-Viewers, 
Gagers, Packers, Branders of Horſes, Sealers of Weights, and Meaſures, 
Key Keepers, and other Ordinary Town Officers. 7 


And the Select-Men of each Town ſhall forthwith after ſuch 
Choice, fee that all thoſe Officers of whom an Oath is by Law Re- 
quired, be Summened, and Sworn to the Faithful Diſcharge of their 
Reſpective Offices, and Truſts, | 


And that all Votes, Acts, and Orders in ſuch Town-Meeting ſhall 
be made by the Major Part of the Qualified Voters, preſent in ſuch 
Meeting; and being ſo made ſhall be Deemed the Vote, Act, or 
Order of the Whole. 


That every Perſon, and Perſons being duly Choſen, as aforeſaid, to 
Serve in any of the Offices aforeſaid, who ſhall Refule to Serve 
therein, and to Take the Oath, (if any by Law be Required) to 
that Office belonging, if he be Able in Perſon to Execute the ſame, 
ſhall pay the Sum of Twenty Six Shillings to the Treaſurer of the 
Town whereto he, or they do belong ; Except ſuch Perſon, or 
Perſons ſhall make it Appear that he, or they is, or are Oppreſſed 
by ſuch Choice; and that Others are Unjuſtly Exempted. 


Any One Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace to Hear, and Determine 
And 


42er D Ls 
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Concerning Towns, and Town Officers. 24: 


And every ſuch Officer duly Choſen by any Town, as- aforeſaid, 
having Accepted, (or not declared his Refuſal to Accept) the Office 
he is Choſen to, and that ſhall Neglect the Performance of the Truſt 
committed to him, and being thereof duly Convicted before any One 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, ſhall be Fined according to the 
Demerit of the Cauſe ; not exceeding Fifteen Shillings for One Offence. 


And whereas often Times Sojcurners, Inmates, Young, and other Un- 
qualified Perſons preſume to Deal, Vote, and Intermeddle with the 
Public Aﬀairs of the Towns where they Live, and thereby Diſturb, and 
Interrupt the Regular Proceeding in Town Meetings. 

Which to Prevent : 

Be it further Enacned bp the Authezity afo2zeſaid, That no 
Perſon that is not a Lawful Inhabitant, .a Houſe-Holder, and that 
hath not a Free-Hold Eſtate Rated in the Common Lift at TI 
Shillings, or Perſonal Eſtate Rated in the ſaid Liſt at Forty Pounds, 
beſides his Perſon ; and that is not of the Age of Twenty One 
Years, ſhall be Allowed to Vote, Act, Deal, or Intermeddle in any 
Town Meeting in the Choice of Officers, Granting of Rates ; or any 
other Town Affairs: And if any Perſon, or Perſons not Qualificd, 
as aforeſaid, ſhall preſume to Vote, Act, Deal, or Intermeddle, as 
aforeſaid, contrary to this Act, every ſuch Offender ſhall Forfeit the 
Sum of Fifteen Shillings for every ſuch Offence : To be Levied by 
Diſtreſs, and Sale of the Offenders Goods. D 

Provided always, That no Free-Man of this Corporation ſhall by 
this Act be Debarred, or Hindred from Voting in any Town Meeting 
of that Town whereto he belongs, any Thing contained in this Act 
to the contrary notwithſtanding, . 

Be it further Enaged by the Autrkoziry afozeſgid, That where 
there are any Precintts, or Peculiars ſo called, they ſhall in all Reſpects 
whatſoever, which have Reference to Country, Miniſters, or other 
Rates, be in the ſame Circumſtances, and Liable to the like Aſſeſs- 
ments, and under the Power of the ſame Officers which the Towns 
are where ſaid Peculiars are by Law Ordered to be Rated. 

And be ir further Enagned by the Autroztity afo2eſaid, That the 
Town Clerks for the Time being, be, and they are hereby fully Authorized, 
and Impowred in ſuch Towns wherein there is no Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace Reſident, from Time to Time, to Adminiſter the Oaths 
that by Law are provided for that End, unto the Reſpective Officers 
of ſuch Towns that by Law ought to be Sworn to the Faithful Diſcharge 
of their ſaid Offices. 

And that Town Clerks being Choſen, and Once Sworn, ſhall continue 
in their Office until other Perſons are Choſen, and Sworn in their Room. 

And that upon the Refuſal, Death, or Removal of any Town Clerk, 
or other Ordinary Town Officer in any Town in this Colony, ſuch Town 
may Aſſemble together, and Chooſe a New to fill up ſuch Vacant Place, 


And be it furrher Enacted by rhe Authozity afozeſaſd, That the 
Town . Clerks in each of the Reſpective Towns in this Colony, ſhall 
Annually, in May, ſend to the Treaſurer of the Colony the Names 
of the Perſons in their Reſpective Towns who are Choſen Conſtables 


| to Gather the Country Rate. 


And if any Town Clerk ſhall Neglect his Duty herein, he ſhall 
pay a Fine of Twenty Shillings : One Half thereof to the Complainer 
who ſhall Proſecute to Effet, and the other Half to the Treafurer 
of the Town wherein ſuch Clerk Dwells. 
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Town Clerks Office, and Duty. 
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An Act concerning Town Clerks Office, and Duty. 


General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
That the Town Clerk, or Regiſter in every Town in this Colony, 
ſhall Record all Marriages, Births, and Deaths of Perſons in their 
Towns ; and that all Parents, Maſters, Executors, and Admi- 
niſtrators Reſpectively, ſhall bring in to the Regiſter of the Town 
to which they belong, the Names of ſuch Perſons belonging to 
them, as either ſhall be Born, or Die : Alſo that every New Married 
Man ſhall bring the Time of his Marriage ſufficiently Proved, either 
by Certificate from him that Married them, or by other Legal 
Proof, to the Regiſter within One Month after ſuch Birth, Death, 
or Marriage; and every Perſon Neglecting, ſhall Forfeit Four 
Shillings ; and for every Month after the ſaid Firſt Month, Four 
Shillings a Month wherein it is Neglected, 


* it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 


And the Regiſters of every Town ſhall, as far as they can come 
at, give in an Account of all ſuch Neglects to the Grand-Jury, 
who ſhall make Preſentment thereof to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
of the Peace in the County; Which Forfeitures ſhall be paid to 
the Town Treaſurer. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozitp afo2eſaid, That there 
ſhall be a ſuitable Book, or Books for Regiſtring, Kept in each Town 
in this Colony, with an Index, or Alphabet to the ſame ; in which Book, 
or Books the Town Clerk, or Regiſter ſhall Record every Man's 
Houſe, and Lands Granted, and Meaſured out to him, with the Bounds, 
and Quantities of the ſame, and Date the Time of his Entring all ſuch 
Records. 

And if any Grantor being Required by the Grantee, his Heirs, 
or Aſſigns, to make Acknowlegement of any Grant, Sale, Mortgage, 
or Bargain by him made, and ſhall Refuſe ſo to do, the Grantee, 
or his Heirs may Enter Caution with the Recorder upon ſuch Houſing, 
and Lands, as are to him Granted, Bargained, Sold, or Mortgaged ; 
which Caution hall Secure the Intereſt of the Grantee till a Legal 
Tryal hath paſſed unto a Final Iſſue according to Law : And the 
Judgment of the Court being delivered to the Recorder, under the 
Clerk of the Courts Hand where the Caſe was Tryed, ſhall be his 
Warrant to Record the ſaid Grant, although the Grantor ſhall Refuſe 
to Acknowlege the ſame : And a Copy of the ſame under the Hand 
of the, Regiſter, or Town Clerk, and an Aſſiſtant, or Commiſſioner, 
or Juſtice of Peace, and One of the Select-Men, ſhall be a Sufficient, 
and Legal Evidence to all, and every Perſon, and Perſons that ſhall 
have the ſame, to all Intents, Ends, and Purpoſes, for the Holding 
of the fame Firm to him, his Heirs, and Aſſigns for Ever. 


Always Provided, That no Regiſter ſhall Record any Lands to 
any Perſon except he Hold the ſame in his own Right, and make it 
appear to the Clerk, or Regiſter, that he hath clear Right to thoſe 
Lands by Sufficient Teſtimony, Quiet Poſſeſſion, Deed of Gift, or 
Acknowlegement of the Grantor before the ſaid Regiſter. 


And to Prevent Inconveniences, and Unneceſſary Trouble that may 
Euſue by Unwritten Grants, Bargains, Sales, or Mortgages. 
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Be ir further Enacted by the Authoziry afozeſaid, That after 
the Firſt of May, One Thouſand Six Hundred Sixty, and One, all 
Grants, Bargains, Sales, and Mortgages, made of Houſes, and Lands 
ſhall be in Writing, and Subſcribed by the Grantor, with his own 
Hand, or Mark, unto which Mark his Name ſhall be Annexed ; and 
alſo Atteſted by Two Witneſſes, with their own Hands, or Marks ; 
unto which Marks their Names ſhall be Annexed. 


And after the Firſt of September, One Thouſand Six Hundred Seventy, 
and Three, all Grants, and Deeds made of Houſes, and Lands ſhall 
be Acknowleged before an Aſſiſtant, or Commiſſioner, or Juſtice of 
the Peace. 

And that no Grant after the Time aforeſaid, ſhall be Accounted 
Compleated according to Law, but ſuch as are Written, Subſcribed, 
Witneſſed, and Acknowleged, as aforeſaid : And all ſuch Grants ſhall 
be Recorded according to Law, 

And the Town Clerk, or Regiſter in each Town in this Colony, 
ſhall Keep the Town Book, or Books of their reſpective Towns; 
and ſhall Truly Enter in the ſaid Book, or Books, all Votes of the 
ſaid Town, Grants of Land, Choice of Town Officers, and other Town 
Acts, and Matters upon his Oath, ( Except when at any Town 
Meeting he ſhall Neceſſarily be Abſent ) and ſhall Grant all Copies 
of the fame, as Need ſhall Require, for Reaſonable Satisfaction. 


Anno Regni A N NE, Regine, Septimo, 


At a General Aſſembly Held at New-Haven, on the Fourteenth Day of 
October, Anno Domini, One Thouſand Seven Hundred, and Eight. 


An Act in Addition to the Law, Entituled, An Act 
concerning Town Clerks Office, and Duty, 


T is Ordered, and Enacted by the Governour, Council, and 

fi:-preſentarives, in General Court Allembled, and by the 
Authozity oc rye lame, That no Grant, or Deed of Bargain, Sale, 
or Mortgage which ſhall be made of any Houfes, or Lands within 
this Colony, from, and after the Firſt Day of March next Enſuing, 
ſhall be Accounted Good, and Effectual in Law, to Hold ſuch Houſes, 
and Lands againſt any other Perſon, or Perſons but the Grantor, or 
Grantors, and their Heirs only ; unleſs the Grant, Deed, or Deeds 
thereof be Recor.!ed at Length in the Records of the Town where 
ſuch Houſes, and Lands do Lie. 

And the Town Clerk, or Regiſter in every Town in this Colony, 
ſhall on the Receipt of any Grant, Deed, Conveyance, or Mortgage 
of any Houſe, or Land brought to him to Record, Note thereupon 


the Day, Month, and Year when he Received the ſame, and the 
Record ſhall bear the ſame Date, 


And it is further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That if any 
Town Clerk, or Regiſter within this Colony, ſhall Neglect to Do, 
and Perform his Duty according to this Act, and be thereof Con- 
victed, he ſhall pay a Fine of Five Pounds to the Treaſury of the 
County whereto he belongs for every ſuch Neglect. 
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Free Trade. High Treaſon. 
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An Act concerning Free Trade, 


General Court Allembled, and by rhe Aurhoziry of the ſame, 
at all Merchants, Traders, and Others, (not by Law Prohibited ) that 
come for Trading into this Colony, ſhall have Free Liberty to Trade 
within this Colony, and ſhall have Free Acceſs with their Ships, or 
other Veſſels into any of our Harbours, and Quiet Riding there, 
and Free Liberty to Depart without any Moleſtation. 


B* ir Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſ:ntatives, in 
T 


Provided always, That all ſuch Merchants, and Traders, and Maſters 
of Ships, or other Veſſels ſhall ſtrictly Obſerve all Acts of Parliament 
reſpecting Trade, and Navigation; and alſo the Laws, and Orders of 


this Government during their Abode within the fame. 
TE, / 


An Act againſt High Treaſon, 


BE it Enacted by che Eovernour, Council, and Bepceſentatives, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the Kutho:ity of the lame, 
That if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Compaſs, or Imagine the Death 
of Our Sovereign Lord the King, or of Our Lady the Queen, or 
of the Heir Apparent to the Crown; Or if any Perſon, or Perſons 
ſhall Levy War againſt Our Lord the King, or be Adherent to the 
King's Enemies, giving them Aid, and Comfort in the Kingdom, or 
Elſewhere; and theteof be probably Attainted of Open Deed by His 
Peers upon the Teſtimony of Two Lawful, and Credible Witneſſes 
upon Oath, brought before the Offender Face to Face at the Time 
of his Arraignment ; or Voluntary Confeſſion of the Party Arraigned : 
Or if any Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Counterfeit the King's Great Seal, 
or Privy Seal, and thereof be duly Convicted, as aforeſaid, then 
every ſuch Perſon, and Perſons, ſo, as aforeſaid, Offending, ſhall be 
Deemed, Declared, and Adjudged to be Traitors, and ſhall ſuffer the 
_ of Death; and alſo Looſe, and Forfeit as in Caſes of High 
reaſon. 


And that the Tryal of all, and every Perſon, and Perſons what- 
ſoever Accufed, Indicted, and Proſecuted for High Treaſon, and 
Miſpriſion of ſuch Treaſon, ſhall be Regulated according to Act of 
Parliament, Made in the Seventh Year of His Late Majeſty's Reign, 
WILLIAM the Third, Entituled, An Alt for Regulating of Thal, 
in Caſes of Treaſon, and Miſpriſion of Treaſon. 


And the Party ſo Accuſed, Indicted, and Proſecuted, to be 
Allowed the Benefits, and Privileges in, and by the ſaid Act Granted, 
and Declared. 


An Act 
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An Act for Regulating, and Ordering the Public 
Trealure, and Treaſurers, 


E it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Hepreſentarives, 

in General Court Aſlembled. and by the Authozitp of the ſame, 
That the General, or Public Treaſure of this Colony, or any Part 
thereof, ſhall not be Expended hut by the Order of the Governour, 
or Aſſiſtants, or General Court: Nor any County Treaſure, but 
by the Order of the County Court of that County : Nor any Town 
Treaſure, but by the Order of the Select- Men, or the Inhabitants of 
the Town. 


That the Treaſurer of this Colony for the Time being, ſhall 
Deliver, or Pay no Money belonging to the Colony Treafury to any 
Perſon, or Perſons without Order under the Hands of Two Aſſiſtants, 
or Juſtices of the Peace, if the Sum be above Forty Shillings ; and 
if the Sum be under Forty Shillings, then the Treaſurer may Accept 
of an Order for Payment thereof under the Hand of any One 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace. 

Always Provided, That the Aſſiſtants, or Juſtices that grant Bills, 
or Orders, as aforeſaid, do Inſert the Particulars for which the Money 
mentioned in ſuch Bills, or Orders is Due, and to be Paid. 


That the Colony Treaſurer ſhall pay out of the Public Treaſury 
ſuch Sum, and Sums as the General Court ſhall appoint, and order 
him to pay from Time to Time fo far as he hath of the Public 
Treaſury under his Command to do the ſame. 


And the ſaid Colony Treaſurer ſhall, and he is hereby Impowred, 
and Required at all Times as the Cauſe Requires, to Iſſue forth his 
Warrants, to the Sheriff, or Conſtable for the Levying of all Fines, 
and Forfeitures as ſhall be Due from any Perſon, or Perſons to the 
Public Treaſury of this Colony. 


That upon all Payments made of any of the Colony's Debts by 
the Colony Treaſurer, or by any Conſtable, or other Officer 
appointed to do the ſame, the ſaid Treaſurer, Conſtable, and other 
Officer ſhall tike Receipts of the Perſons to whom ſuch Payments 
are made for the Sums paid to them. 


And that when any Perſon is Impreſſed, or has any Thing Impreſſed 
from him for the Service of the Colony, or is called to any Service 
in the ſame, he ſhall within the ſpace of Ten Days next after the 
Service done, or Thing Impreſſed from him, apply himſelf to the 
Authority by whoſe Warrant ſuch Impreſsment was made, or to the 
Officer who Impreſſed ſuch Thing, for a Certificate under his Hand, 
( who are hereby Required upon ſuch Application forthwith to grant 
ſuch Certificate) therein ſignifying the Service ſo done, the Time 
ſpent therein, and the true Value, as near as may be, of whatſoever 
was Impreſſed from ſuch Perſon, as aforeſaid. | 


And no Perſon ſhall be Allowed any Bill upon the Colony Treafurer 
for any Service done, or for any Thing Impreſſed from him for the 
Public Service, as aforeſaid, without producing ſuch Certificate obtained 
within the Limitation above preſcribed, 
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Colony Treo And the Colony Treaſurer ſhall Render his Account according to 
ſurer ta Reu- ſuch Order, and at ſuch Time as the General Court ſhall Appoint. 
de lAccount. 
Be it further Enacted by the Authoziry akozeſald, That Each 
County Trea Reſpective County Treaſurer in this Colony ſhall be, and is hereby 
ww iff ve Impowred, and Required, when, and ſo often as Need ſhall Require, 
far ieee de to Iſſue forth his Warrant under his Hands directed to the Sheriff, or 
to the County Conſtable, for Levying all Fines, and Forfeitures that are, or ſhall be 
Due to the Treaſury of the County whereto he belongs, from any 
Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever ; and ſhall Render his Account to the 
Judges of the County Court when he ſhall be thereto Required by ſaid 
Court. 
That the Colony, and County Treaſurers ſhall ſend forth their War- 
All Fines to rant for the Levying all ſuch Fines, and Forfeitures whereof they ſhall 
be -Levied have Cognizance, within the ſpace of One Year after they ſhall be 
Oacea Year. Impoſed by the Court, on the Penalty of Forfeiting the Sum of Forty 
Shillings, to the Uſe of ſuch Treaſury for each Neglect. 


And be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity afo2eſafd, That the 
Town Trea - Reſpective Town Treaſurers in the Reſpective Towns in this Govern- 
_— A ment, ſhall have Power to Receive all ſuch Monies as ſhall become 
Monies due Due unto the Reſpective Towns to which they belong, either by Rates, 
to Towns, Fines, Aſſeſsments, or Ctherwiſe : And ſuch Town Treaſurers ſhal] 
Pay, and Deliver out all ſuch Monies as ſhall be in their Hands, 
according to the Order of ſuch Towns, or the Select-Men thereof, from 
Time to Time, Keeping a Juſt Account of ſuch Receipts, and Deli- 
veries ; and ſhall Account with the Town, or Select-Men at leaft 

Once a Year. 
And it ſhall be the Duty of every Town Treaſurer to Apply him- 
Town Treaſu- felt to the Civil Authority, in the Reſpective Towns, for an Account 
ah os Se of all ſuch Fines, and Forfeitures as ſhall be Recovered by Judgment 
Auchoricy before ſuch Authority, belonging to the Treaſury of the Town where 
for Account ſuch Judgment is given, at leaſt within One Year after Judgment given, 


of Fine, & e. and Receive the ſaid Fines, and Forfeitures for the Uſe of ſaid Town. 


— - 
— — — 


An Act for Detecting, and Puniſhing Treſpaſſes in 
diverſe Caſes; and Directing Proceedings therein. 


E ir Enaced by the Governour, Council, and Kepreſentatives, 

in General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozirp of the ſame, 

Penalty for That no Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Cut, Fell, Deſtroy, or Carry away 
cutting dowa any Tree, or Trees, Timber, or Underwood whatſoever, Standing, 
3 7 the Lying, or Growing on the Land of any other Perſon, or Perſons ; 
ther Perſons, or Off, or From any Sequeſtred Lands for Town Common, or any 
Oe. Common, or Undivided Lands in any Town, without Leave, or 
Licenſe of the Owner, or Owners of ſuch Lands whereon ſuch Trees, 

Wood, Timber, or Underwood was Standing, Lying, or Growing, 

on Pain that every ſuch Perſon ſo Cutting, Felling, Deſtroying, 

or Carrying away the ſame; or that ſhall be Aiding, or Aſſiſting 

therein, ſhall for every ſuch Treſpaſs, Forfeit, and Pay to the Party, 

or Parties Injured, or Treſpaſſed upon, the Sum of Ten Shillings for 

every Tree of One Foot over ; and for all Trees of greater Dimen- 

ſions Three Times the Value thereof, beſides Ten Shillings, as aforeſaid ; 

and Five Shillings for every Tree, or Pole under the ä 
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One Foot Diamiter : Which ſeveral Penalties, Forfeitures, and Damages, 
ſhall, and may be Recovered by Action, Bill, Plaint, or Intor- 
mation, upon Conviction of the Treſpaſſer, or Treſpaſſers, as is here- 
after eſpecially Provided, and Enacted. 


Be ir further Enacted, and Declared by the Authozity 
afozeſaid, That the Proprietors of the Common, and Undivided Lands 
in the ſeveral Townſhips are the Perſons Treſpaſſed upon by Cutting, 
Felling, Deſtroying, or Carrying away any Timber, Tree, or Trees 
Growing, or Lying on the Common, Undivided Lands in faid Towns : 
And that the Inhabitants of the Reſpective Towns are the Perſons 
Treſpaſſed upon by all ſuch Treſpaſſes, as aforeſaid, done in Sequeſtred 
Lands for Town Commons in ſuch Towns. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authority afozeſaſd, That if any Perſon, 
or Perſons ſhall Unlawfully Throw Down, or Leave Open any Bars, 
Gates, Fence, or Fences Belonging to, or Incloſing any Common Field, 
or any Lands Held in Propriety, or Common, or Belonging to any 
Particular Perſon, or Perſons within this Colony ; ſhall for every ſuch 
Treſpaſs, upon Conviction thereof, Forfeit, and Pay to the Party, or 
Parties Injured thereby, Double Damages; and allo a Sum, not exceeding 
Twenty Five Shillings, according to the Nature, and Aggravation of the 
Treſpaſs : To be Recovered in Manner, as aforeſaid. 


Be it further Enated by the Murhozity aforeſaid, That ev 
Perſon, or Perſons that ſtall Set Fire on any Lands in thisColony, that ſhall 
Run into any Common, and Undivided Lands, or Town Commons, 
or Lands Belonging to any Particular Perſon, or Perſons; ſuch Perſon, 
or Perfons Setting ſuch Fire, or that ſhall be Aiding, and Aſſiſting 
therein, ſhall Pay, and Satisfy to the Owner, or Owners of the Lands 
all Damages that ſhall be done by ſuch Fire. 


Be it kurther Enacted by the Authozſty afozeſaſd, That no Perſon, 
or Perſons ſhall Gather, Deſtroy, or Carry away any Bay-berries 
Standing, or Growing on the Land of any other Perſon, or Perſons 
without Leave, or Licenſe of the Owner, or Owners of ſuch Lands 
whereon ſuch Bay-berries were Standing, or Growing, on Pain that 
every ſuch Perſon Gathering, Deſtroying, or Carrying away the ſame, 
or that ſhall be Aiding, or Aſſiſting therein, ſhall Forfeit, and Pay to 
the Party, or Parties Injured, or Treſpaſſed upon, Three Times the 
Value of the Bay-berries ſo Gathered, Deſtroyed, or Carried away; and 
alſo the Sum of Three Shillings for every Buſhel ſo Gathered, beſides 
the ſaid Three Fold Value; and ſo after that Rate for a Greater, or Leſſer 
Quantity : To be Recovered in Manner, as aforeſaid. 


And for as much as it is ſome Times very Difficult to Detect, or 
Convitt any Treſpaſſer, or Treſpaſſers againſt this Af in the Ordinary 
Method, or Courſe of the Law, by Reaſon the Treſpaſſes are Generally 
Committed where Full Evidence can ſcarcely be had. 


Ve it therefore further Enacted by the Authorſty aforeſaid, That in 
Caſe any Diſpute ariſe upon any Action, Bill, Plaint, or Information 


brought, as aforeſaid, wherein the Plaintiff, Complainant, or Informer 
ſhall -' Charge the Defendant in Treſpaſs, in any of the Particulars, 
aforeſaid, or of Aiding, or Aſſiſting therein, then, and in ſuch Caſes, if 
the Plaintiff, Complainant, or Informer ſhall make Oath that there — 
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A Proviſo, 
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in ſuch Towns, for their own Uſe only, 


been ſuch, and ſo many Facts Committed, as are Charged in the De- 
claration, and that he Suſpects the Defendant to have Committed the 
ſaid Treſpaſſes, although the Plaintiff, Complainant, or Informer may 
not be able to produce any other Evidence thereof, than to Render it 
highly Probable to the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice before whom the 
Tryal is, then, and in every ſuch Caſe ;. Unleſs the Defendant ſhall 
Acquit himſelf upon Oath, that he did not Do, nor cauſe to be Done 
the Facts that are Charged againſt him in the Declaration, or any 
of them, (which Oath, or Oaths the ſaid Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
are hereby Impowred to Adminiſter ) the Plantiff, Complainant, or 
Informer ſhall Recover the Penalties, and Damages, aforeſaid, with 
Coſt : But if the Defendant ſhall in ſuch Manner Acquit himſelf 
upon Oath, as aforeſaid, the Court, Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice may, and 
ſhall Enter Judgment for the Defendant, to Recover Double his 
Coſt occaſioned by ſuch Proſecution, 


That if any Perſon, or Perſons having their Faces Blacked, Painted, 
or any ways Diſguiſed, ſhall either by Day, or Night Commit 
any of the Treſpaſſes, aforeſaid ; or ſhall Beat, or Abuſe any of 
His Majeſty's good Subjects, and be thereof Convitted by Due 
Courſe of Law, ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſo Treſpaſſing, ſhall over, 


and above the Penalties, and Damages aforeſaid, be Publickly Whipp'd, 


not exceeding Twenty Stripes ; as the Nature of the Treſpaſs may 
Require. | 

Always Provided, That the Proprietors of the Common, Undivided 
Lands in the Reſpective Towns, may Grant Liberty for the Cutting, 
or Felling any Tree, or Trees, or Carrying away any Timber, Wood, 
or Underwood, Growing, or Lying in their Common, or Undivided 
Lands, under ſuch Regulations, and Reſtrictions as they, or the Major 
Part of them, in their Legal Meeting ſhall ſee Cauſe, and Appoint ; 
and Impower their Agents, or Attornies in their Place, or Stead to 
Profecute any Perſon, or Perſons that ſhall Treſpaſs on their Undivided 
Lands, contrary to this Act. 

And the like Power is hereby alſo given to the Inhabitants of 
the ſeveral Towns in their Town-Meetings, with reſpect to the 
Timber, Tree, or Trees, Wood, or Underwood, Growing, or Lying 
on Lands within their Townſhips Sequeſtred for Town Commons, Viz. 
To Appoint Agents, or Attornies to Proſecute any Perſon, or Perſons 
that ſhall Treſpaſs upon Lands Sequeſtred for Town Commons, as 
aforeſaid. 

Provided alſo, And it is hereby Enacted, That no Town ſhall have 
Power to Prohibit any Perſon, or Perſons Inhabiting in ſuch Town 
from Cutting Fire-Wood, or Getting Fencing-Stuff for their own Uſes 


only, Off, and From any Lands Sequeſtred for Town Commons, under 


ſuch Reaſonable Regulations as they ſhall Agree to. 
Provided alſo, That all Agreements upon Record, in any Town in 
this Colony, concerning any the Timber, Wood, Fe. in this Act 


Mentioned, ſhall ſo far as ſaid Acts, or Agreements concern the 


Inhabitants of ſuch Town getting Timber, Wood, Sc. on the Com- 
mon, and Undivided Lands, or Lands —_— for Town Commons 
, and be Holden Good; and 

Valid, any Thing to the contrary in this Act notwithſtanding. 
And in Caſe any Diſpute ariſe about the Uſe for which any of 


the Wood, Timber, &c. in this Act Mentioned is got, the Burden of 


Proof ſhall Lye on him who Pleads, or Avers the Uſe he got ſuch 
Timber, Sc. for. | | 


Provided 
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Provided al/o, And it is hereby Enacted, That when the Court, 
Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice before whom any Tryal, upon this Act ſhall 
be had, ſhall be well Satisfied that the Defendant was Guilty through 
Miſtake ; and that he Really Believed the Timber, or Bay-berries 
Complained of, was when Growing, upon his own Land, that in ſuch 
Caſe the Defendant ſhall be Sentenced to pay to the Plaintiff only the Juſt 
Value of the Timber Felled, Taken away, or Deſtroyed, or Bay-berries 
Gathered, Carried away, or Deſtroyed, and Coſt of Tryal, and no more. 


Provided alſo, That nothing in this Act ſhall be Conſtrued to Prevent, 
or Hinder any Town in this Colony, from Agreeing in their Annual 
Town Meeting for Setting Fires in their own Commons as formerly, 
in which Caſe, the Inhabitants of the Town ſo Agreeing, ſhall Pay 
all Damage that ſhall be done by ſuch Fires Running, and Burning 
in any Adjacent Townſhip. 


Be it further Enacted by the Luthoꝛſty afozeſaſd, That if any Perſon 
whatſoever, ſhall Take any Horſe, Mare, or Drawing Beaſt, other 
than his own, out of any Incloſure, or Common Field, or elſewhere, 
(except ſuch Creature ſhall be Taken Damage Feaſant, and Diſpoſed 
of according to Law ) without Leave of the Owner, and ſhall Ride, or 
Uſe the ſame ; every ſuch Perſon ſhall Pay to the Party Wronged Treble 
Damages; or if the Complainant ſhall deſire it, only Six Sbillings. 


And if the Perſon ſo Offending ſhall be Unable to make Pay- 
ment, then he ſhall by Service make Satisfaction therefor. 


Provided, That all Offences againſt, or Breaches of this Paragraph 
be Proſecuted within Six Months after the ſame are Committed, 


That if any Horſe, or other Beaſt ſhall Treſpaſs in any Corn 
Field, or other Incloſure being Fenced, in ſuch fort as Secures againſt 
Cows, Oxen, Calves, and ſuch like Cattel, the Party, or Parties 
Treſpaſſed upon ſhall procure Two Able Men, of Good Report, 
and Credit to View, and Adjudge the Harms done : Which the 
Owner, or Owners of the Beaſt, or Beaſts ſhall Satisfy when known, 
upon Reaſonable Demand, whether the Beaſt ſhall be Impounded, 
or not; but if the Owner, or Owners be known, and near Reſiding, 
as in the ſame Town, or the like, Notice thereof ſhall be given 


to him, or them, or Left at the Place of his, or their Uſual Abode, 


before an Eſtimation be made thereof, to the End he, or they, or 
ſome other Perſon Appointed by him, or them, may be preſent when 
the Judgment is made : The like Notice alſo ſhall be for him, 
or them, of the Damage Charged upon them, that if any ſhall not 
Approve thereof, he, or they may Repair to the Select-Men, or ſome 
of theth ; who ſhall in ſuch Caſe Nominate, and Appoint Two Able, 
and Indifferent Men to Review, and Adjudge the ſaid Harms; which 
being forthwith Diſcharged, and Paid, together with the Charge of 
Notice, former, and latter View, and Determination of Damages, the firſt 
Judgment to be Void ; if not to ſtand in Law. 


And that when Damage is done to any Perſon, or Perſons, if it appear 


to be done, or happen by the meer Default of him, or them to whom 


the Damage is done, it ſhall be Judged no Treſpaſs, and no Damage 
ſhall be given. 
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Actions of 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozity afozeſaid, That when 
in any Action of Treſpaſs brought before an Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the 
Peace, the Defendant ſhall Juſtity, and Demur upon a Plea of Title, a 
Record ſhall be make thereof, and the Matter of Fact ſhall be taken 


Treſpaſs bret pro Confeſſo, and the Party making ſuch Plea ſhall become Bound, with 


before an 
Aſſiſtan t. or 
Juſtice of the 
Peace. 


To payTigble 
Damages, in 
cale, &c. 


Defendant re- 
fuſing to be 
come Bo nd, 
his Plea ta A- 
bate, & the 
caſe go on. 


Penalty of 
40. for Com- 
mencing,& 
Proſecuting a 
Vexatious 
aw. Suit 


And, Ee. 


zd Offence 
how puniſh'd 


One, or more Sureties, by way of Recognizance unto the Adverſe 
Party, in a Reaſonable Sum, not exceeding Twenty Pounds, on 
Condition that he ſhall purſue his Plea, and bring forward a Suit for 
a Tryal of his Title at the next Inferior Court of Common Pleas to 
be Holden for the County in which ſuch} Treſpaſs is Alledged to 
be done ; and Pay, and Satisfy all Damages, and Coſts, as by the 
ſaid Court ſhall be awarded againſt him, which Recognizance the 
ſaid Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice is hereby Impowred to Require, and 
Take, and ſhall be Paid for the ſame by the Recognizer One Shilling, 
and alſo Seven Shillings for Recording the Plea, and alſo at the 
Charge of the ſame Party ſhall Certify the Proceſs, and Record of 
ſuch Plea together with the Recognizance, unto the ſaid next Court, 
and if ſuch Recognizer ſhall Neglect to bring forward ſuch Suit at 
the ſaid Court according to the Tenour of his Recognizance the 
Default ſhall be Recorded, and a Writ of Scire Facias be Iſſued out 
of the Clerks Office of the ſame Court for the Recovery of the Sum, 
or Penalty in the Recognizance Mentioned, of him, his Surety, or 
Sureties. 52 

Or if upon Tryal before the ſaid Court he ſhall not make out a 
Title to the Land, or Tenement on which the Treſpaſs is Laid to be 
done, Paramount to the Poſſeſſion, or other Title of the Adverſe 
Party, Judgment ſhall be Rendred for the Party Tre ſpaſſed upon for 
Treble Damages, and Coſt of Suit. 

But if the Defendant in Treſpaſs, Juſtifying on Plea of Title, ſhall 
Refuſe, or Neglect to become | mud in Manner, as aforeſaid, then 
his Plea ſhall Abate ; and the Juſtice notwithſtanding the fame ſhall 
proceed to Try the Cauſe, and upon Due Proof of the Treſpals 
Committed by him, ſhall Award Damages againſt him according to 
what ſhall be Made out, and Coſt of Suit. 


— 


An Act for Preventing, and Puniſhing 
Vexatious Law Suits. | 


B* it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentativeg, in 
General Court Aſſembled, and by the aut of the ſame, 
That whenſoever any Plaintiff ſhall Wittingly, and Willingly Wrong 
any Defendant, by Commencing, and Proſecuting any Action, Suit, 
Complaint, or Indictment in his own Name, or in the Name 
Others, with Intent Unjuſtly to Vex, and Trouble ſuch Defendant, 
fuch Plaintiff being Legally Convifted thereof, ſhall Pay Treble 
Damages to the Party Grieyed, and be Fined the Sum of Forty Shillings 
to the Treaſurer of the County. 

And for the Third Offence in that Kind, he ſhall be Judged, and 
Proceeded againſt as a Common Barrater. ; 
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an Act for Reſtraining the Taking Exceſſive Uſury. 


the Authozit 
n any 


888 
ontract mad 


DE it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſenrarfbes, in 


0D General Court Aſſembled, and by 
That no Perſon, or Perſons whatſoever, - 


lame, 
e, 


ſhall Take, Directly, or Indirectly for Loan of any Monies, Wares, 
Merchandizes, or other Commodities whatſoeyer, above the Value 
of Six Pounds for the Forbearance of Oue Hundred Pounds, for a Tear; 


and ſo after that Rate for a 
or Shorter Time. 


Greater, or 


f 4 


Leſſer Sum, or for 
$3.7 14 ' Lg 


* Longer. 5 


And that all Bonds, Contracts, Mortgages, and Aſſurances whatſoever, 


made for the Payment of — 
to be Lent upon, or for U 


be Reſerved, or Taken above the Rate of Six 


Principal, of Money Lent; or Covenanted 


, whereupon, or whereby there ſhall 


as aforeſaid, ſhall be Utterly Void, 


And all, and every 


Pad Th the Hundred, 


Perſon, and Perſons whatſoever, who ſhall, upon 


any Contract Take, Accept, and Receive by Way, or Means of any 
Corrupt Bargain, Loan, Exchange ; or by Coven, or Deceitful Con- 
veyance, or by any other Way, or Means whatſoever, for the Forbearing, 
or Giving Day of Payment for One Whole Year, of, and for their 
Money, or other Thing, or Things above the Sum of Six Pounds for 
the Forbearing of One Hundred Pounds for a Year ; and ſo after that 


Sold, or Agre 


this Colony; the other Moiety to the Info 


Proſecute the ſame to EffeR. 


g 


public Treaſury 
rmer that ſhall Sue for, and 


Provided nevertheleſs, That nothing in this Act ſhall Extend to the 
Letting of Cattel, or other Uſages of like Nature in Practice 
among Farmers, or Maritime Contrafts, as Bottomry, or Courſe of 


Rate for a Greater, or Leſſer Sum; or for a Longer, or Shorter Time, 
ſhall Forfeit, and Looſe for every ſuch Offence, the full Value of the 
Goods, and Monies, or other Thing ſo Lent, Exchanged, 1 


ed for: One Moiety thereof to the 


ined, 


Exchange, as hath been heretofore, and ſtill is Accuſtomed. 


And whereas many Perſons, not Contenting themſelves with Juſt, 
and Reaſonable Gains, or Intereſt for Goods Sold, or 


Uſe many Subtil, 


Lent, do 
and Clandeſtine Methods to Oppreſs their Poor 
Debtors, by Inducing, and Compelling them to give Great, and Unlawful 
Stems for Forbearance; and to Effe the ſame, take Advantage of 

al 


the Diſtreſs, and Poverty of their Debtors, to Induce them to e 
from Witneſſes the Real Conſideration of* the Securities Given. 


Peace, as being Guilty 
or Perſons not Satisfy 


Appear at the next County Co 


in their Reſpective Precincts, ſhal 


For Preventing of Which : 


Be it Enacted by rhe N afozeſaid, That the Grand- Jurors 

make Enquiry after all Perſons that 
are of Evil Name, and Fame, for Oppreſſing their Poor Debtors, or 
Borrowers ; or of Taking Exceſſive Intereſt for Forbearance, and ſhall 
Preſent ſuch Perſon, or Perſons to the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the 
of ſaid Crimes; and if thereupon ſuch Perſon, 
the Authority before whom he, or they are 
brought to be Examined, that he, or they are not Guilty, ſuch Authority 
may Bind over ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, with Two good 
a Recognizance, not exceeding the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, to 


Sureties, in 


urt in that County where he, or they 
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— — 


Dwell, to Anſwer to ſaid Preſentment, and Abide the Judgment of the 
Court to be given thereupon. 

And if ſuch Perſon, or Perſons Refuſe to become Bound, as afore- 
Refufing to ſaid, the ſaid Authority ſhall Commit him, or them to the Common 
de Bound, to Goal in ſaid County, there to Remain until he, or they Conform them- 


— 


te Gl. ſelves, and become Bound, as aforeſaid. 


And if upon Tryal before the Court, One Credible Witneſs ſhall 
come, and Depoſe againſt ſuch Perſon, or Perſons that he, or they 
One Credible have Taken Exceſſive Intereſt, or Security therefor ; or otherwiſe 
Perſon Depu- have Oppreſſed their Poor Debtors, or Borrowers ; ſetting forth the 
ling, Se. Fact the Court, it ſhall be Lawful for the Court to Bind ſuch 
Perſon, or Perſons, with Sureties, in a Recognizance, not exceeding the 
- + Sum of One Hundred Pounds, to his, or their good Behaviour; and 
that, he, or they ſhall Offend no more in the like Kind, for ſuch Time 

as the Court ſhall Judge Meet. big! 
And if ſuch Perſon, or Perſons ſhall Offend again in like Manner, 
while he, or they are under ſuch Recognizance, to be Proved againſt 
PcrſomOffen- him, or them by One Credible Witneſs, ſuch Perſons ſhall be Adjudged 
diag a ſecond to have Forfeited their Recognizance; Unleſs ſuch Perſons ſhall be 
1 Acquitted by a Jury of Twelve Lawful Men of the Neighbourhood, 
as 15 f Declaring upon their Oaths, that they believe he, or they are not 


1 
Guilty : Which Jury he, or they, at his, or their Requeſt, and his, or F 
| their own Charge they may have the Liberty - of, | ( 
The Court . And, in Caſe Jud gent ſhall be given againſt ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, 
may Chancer the Court may at Diſcretion Chancer down the Recognizance, having ] 
the Bond. Regard to the Aggravation of the Offence, more, or leſs, | 
And it js further Enacted, That in any Action brought on any 
ON Bond, Bill, Mortgage, or other Inſtrument whatſoever, it ſhall be 
— — Lawful for 2 Defendant in ſuch Action, to Inform the Court before 2 
the Courts: Which ſuch Action is brought, by Filing his Complaint with the Clerk V 
Sitting to In- of ſuch Court, on the Second Day of the Courts Sitting, that the S 
form, Ce. Mortgage, Bond, or other Inſtrument on which the Action is brought, 1 


is Uſurious, and Oppreſſive, and was given for no Juſt, or Reaſonable 


Conſideration ; and then in ſuch Caſe the Court is Directed, and Im- ol 

powred to proceed in Searching out the Truth of ſuch Complaint, as Se 

a Court of Chancery, or Equity, by Examining the Parties upon Oath, th 

or in any other Way proper to a Court of Equity: And if the Plaintiff th 

ſhall Refuſe to be Exantned upon Oath, his Action ſhall be Non-Suit, ſai 

8 the Court ſhall give Judgment for the Defendant to Recover his 5 

oſt. r 

| And if upon the Tryal the Court ſhall find ſuch Mo Bond, the 
u 3 

bon - or Note, Sc. to be Uſurious, or Oppreſſive, and for which e Defen- Sh 

Bond, &c. U- dant had no Reaſonable Conſideration, they ſhall Adjuſt the ſame in ane 

ſurious, p to Equity, and give Judgment that the Plaintiff ſhall Recover no more anc 

give] 2 . than the Juſt Value of the Goods Sold, Sc. or than the Principal F 

Sum which the Defendant Received of the Plaintiff, without Intereſt, Pez 

or any Advance thereupon. the 


Always Provided, That nothing in this Act be Conſtrued to prevent Me 

4 Froviſo, any Perſons from proceeding upon full Evidence in the Common Re 
Courſe of Law againſt Exceſſive Ufary, and Uſurious Contracts, either Off 

in Defending, or Recovering thereon, as in the Firſt Paragraph of 

this Act is Provided. 


— 


An Act and 
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an Act for Due Regulation of Weights, 
and Mcaſures, 


DE it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 

General Court Aſſembled, and by the Nut hozity of the ſame, 
That the Treaſurer of each County within this Colony, ſhall at the 
proper Coſt, and Charge of the ſaid County, Provide, as there ſhall be 
Occalion, and continually Keep, and Preſerve in good Order, good, and 
ſufficient Weights, and Meaſures, as Standards for the ſaid Countics : 
The Half Buſhel to be Braſs, or Copper ; which Weights, and Meaſures 
ſhall be Tried, and Sealed by the Colony Standards of Weights, and 
Meaſures, and ſhall be Kept in the Reſpective County Towns for the 
Uſe of the County, upon whoſe Coſt they were Procured, 

And if any, or either of the County Treaſurers ſhall not Procure, 
and Keep the Weights, and Meaſures, as aboveſaid, and have the ſame 
Tried, and Sealed, as aforeſaid, he ſhall pay a Fine of Five Poands : 
One Moiety whereof ſhall be to the Conſtable of the County Town that 
ſhall Complain ; and the Remainder to the County Treaſury. | 


And the Conſtables in the County Towns ſhall: Enquire whether the 
faid Weights, and Meaſures be Provided, and; Sealed, as aboveſaid : 
And upon Default of any, or either of the ſaid Treaſurers, the ſaid 
Conſtables ſhall Preſent them to the next Superiour Court in that County, 
who. ſhall Cauſe the ſaid Fine to be Levied upon the Treaſurer ſo 
Neglecting; Unleſs he ſhall Satisfy the ſaid Coult that there are Weights, 
and Meaſures Provided, and Sealed, as aboveſaid, within the County 
Town for the Uſe of the County in which he Serveth as Treaſurer, 


That the Select-Men in every Town within this Colony, ſhall Provide, 
as there ſhall be Occaſion, at the Charge, and Coſt of ſaid Towns, good 
Weights, and Meaſures to be Preſerved, and Kept in good Order, as 
Standards for ſaid Towns; Which Weights, and Meaſures ſhall be 
Tried, and Sealed by the County Standards. 

And the Conftables in every Town ſhall make Enquiry into all Breaches 
of this Act; and if upon Enquiry, the ſaid Conſtables ſhall find the 
Select- Men have not Procured Weights, and Meaſures, as aboveſaid, 
that then the Conſtable, or Conſtables ſhall make Complaint thereof to 
the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace: Upon which Complaint the 
faid Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice ſhall Summon before him the Select - Men ſo 
Neglecting, and if they ſhall not Satisfy ſaid Authority that they have 
Provided Weights, and Meaſures, as aforeſaid, and that they then have 
the ſame in ſuch Town, the ſaid Authority ſhall Impoſe a Fine of Forty 
Shillings on ſuch Select- Men: One Half to the Conſtable Complaining, 
and the other Half to the Town Treaſury : To be Levied by Di kress 
and Sale of their Goods according to Law. . 

And all Weights, and Meaſures Improved, or Uſed by any particular 


Perſons in any Town ſhall be Tryed by the Town Standards where 


they Dwell : And whoſoever ſhall make Uſe of any Weights, or 
Meaſures that are not Proved, and Tried by the Standards in their 
Reſpective Towns, ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Five Shillings for every ſuch 
Offence committed ; to the Uſe of the Treaſury of ſuch Town. 


That the Inhabitants of each Town in this Colony, ſhall chooſe 
One of their Able, and Diſcreet Inhabitants to be a Sealer of Weights, 
and One to be Sealer of Meaſures for their Town; who ſhall _ 

; c 
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to be Sealed 
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AllPerſons to 
briog their 
Weights,&c. 
to the Sealers 
in April, An- 
nually, _ 


Penaley for 
Sealexs who 
neg lect, &c. 


Preamble. 


Afﬀidavits to 
be taken out of 
Court, in caſe. 


Witneſſes to 
be Cautiened, 
Ce. 


Na per ſon In- 
tereſted to 
Write Affida - 
Vits, 


the Oath appointed for ſuch Officers: And no Weight, or Meaſure 
ſhall be accounted Good, and Legal that is not Sealed, and Approved 
by faid Sealers, 

That the Sealers of Weights, and Meaſures in the Reſpective 
Towns {ſhall Once in every Year Seal the ſeveral Weights, and 
Meaſures that are Uſed in their Town. 

And all ſuch Wages and Meaſures as cannot be brought to 
be Equal with the Juſt Standard, the ſaid Sealer ſhall Deface, or 
Deſtroy. | | 72 
| And that it is, and ſhall be in the Power of every Sealer, afore- 
faid, ſome Time in the Month of April, Yearly, to Appoint a Time, 
and Place where he will Try the Weights, and Mealures ; and to 
ive Public Notice thereof to the Inhabitants of their Reſpective 
— to bring in their Weights, and Meaſures to be Tried: 
And ' whoſoever ſhall _— to bring his Weights, and Meaſures to be 
Tried at the Time prefixed by the Sealer, being thereunto Warned, 
he ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Three Shillings : One Halt to the Sealer, 
and the other Half to the Town Treaſury ; which the Sealer ſhall 
have Power to Recover from Time to Time. | 

And every Sealer that ſhall Neglect his Duty Required in, and 
by this Act, ſhall Forfeit the Sum of Thirty Sbillings for every ſuch 
Default to the County Treaſury. | 


— — 


An Act relating to Witneſſes, and taking 
Affidavits out of Court. 


O RAS MUCH as it is often Neceſſary that Witneſſes in 

Civil Cauſes be Sworn out of Court, when by "Reaſon of their going 

to Sea, Living more than Twenty Miles Diſtant from the Place twhere 

the Cauſe 'is' to be Tried, Age, Sickneſs, or other Bodily Infirmity, they 
are Rendred Uncapable of Travel, and of Appearing at Court. 


To the Intent therefore that all Witneſſes may Indifferently Teſtify 
their Certain Knowlege, and the Whole Truth in the Cauſe they are 
to Speak unto : 


Be it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 


General Court Aſſembled, and the Authozity of the ſame, 
That for either of the Reaſons belke Mentioned, oe not otherwiſe, 


every Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace may Take Affidavits out of 
Court; ſo as a Notification, with Reaſonable Time be firſt made out, and 
delivered to the Adverſe Party, (if within Twenty Miles of the 
Place ) or left at the Place of his Dwelling, or Uſual Abode, to 
be Preſent at the Time of Taking ſuch Affidavit, if he think fit. 
And every ſuch Witneſs ſhathbe carefully Examined, and Cautioned 
to Teſtify the Whole Truth; and being Sworn, the Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice 
ſhall Atteſt the ſame, with the Day, Month, and Year of the Taking 
thereof; and that the Adverſe Party was Preſent, (if ſo ) or thata 
Notification was ſent him, and ſhall Seal up the Teſtimony, and De- 
liver it to the Party, (if deſired ) at whoſe Requeſt it was Taken. 


— —— 
— 


And no Perſon Intereſted ſhall Write, or Draw up the Teſtimony 
of any Witneſs in ſuch Cauſe, nor any Attorney in his Clients 
Cauſe: And if it Manifeſtly Appear, any Teſtimony to be Written, 


or 
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or Drawn up by any Intereſted, or the Attorney in the Cauſe, ot 
be Returned from any Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace, by other 
Hand than his Own, into the Court where the ſame is to be Uſed, 
Unſealed ; or the Seal having been Broken up, all ſuch Teſtimonies 
ſhall be Rejected by the Court, and be utterly Void, and of none 
Effect in Law. 

That every Aſſiſtant, and Juſtice of the Peace ſhall be, and is hereby 
Impowred, upon Requeſt to him made, to grant Summons for the 
Appearance of any Witneſs before him in any Civil, or Criminal 
Cauſe, where ſuch Witneſs is Bound to Sea, or Travelling out of 
the Colony, before the Time of Tryal ; and to Take his Depoſition 


in ſuch Cauſe, the Adverſe Party being Preſent, or Notification ſent & 


him, as aforeſaid. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That Witneſſes to Bonds, Specialties, Letters 
of Attorney, and other Inſtruments in Writing under the Hand of 
the Party Executing the ſame ; or to Accounts, or Teſtimonies 
Relating to Perſons out of this Government, or to be Sent beyond 
Sea, may be Sworn without ſuch Notification, as aforeſaid. 


That if any Perſon, or Perſons upon whom any Lawful Proceſs, 
or Summons ſhall be Served to Teſtify, Depoſe, or give Evidence 
concerning any Cauſe, or Matter Depending in any Court in this Colony, 
and having Tendred unto him, or them ſuch Reaſonable Sum, or 
Sums of Money for his, or their Coſts, and Charges, as having Re- 
ard to the Diſtance of the Places is Neceſſary to be Allowed, as the 

w Requires in that Behalf, do not Appear according to the Tenour 
of the Proceſs, or Summons, having no Lawful, or Reaſonable Letr, 
or Impediment to the contrary, that then the Party ſo making 
Default, ſhall for every ſuch Offence Looſe, and Forfeit Thirty Shillings, 
and ſhall Yield ſuch further Recompence to the Party Agrieved according 
to the Loſs, and Hindrance that he ſhall ſuſtain by Reaſon of the 
Non-Appearance of the ſaid Witneſs, or Witneſſes : The ſaid ſeveral 
Sums to be Recovered by the Party fo Grieved againſt the Offender, or 
Offenders by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information in any 
Court of Record. 


Be it further Enacted by the Authozitp afozeſaid, That no . 


Perſon for any Fact Committed, ſhall be put to Death but by the 


Teſtimony of Two, or Three Witneſſes, or that which is Equivalent. &c 


And that all . Witneſſes upon Criminal Caſes, ſhall have their 
Neceſſary Expences Bor'n, and Paid out of the County Treaſury 
where the Caſe is Tryed in the County Courts. 

And ſuch Witneſſes that Attend the Superiour Courts in Criminal, 
and Capital Caſes, ſhall have their Neceſſary Expences Bor'n, and 
Paid out of the Colony Treaſury. 


And be it further Enacted by the Authozfty afozeſaid, That all 
Executors of Wills within this Colony, ſhall have Liberty to have the 
Witnefſes to ſuch Wills Examined, and Sworn in the Uſual Form 
before the next Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace: Which Aſſiſtant, 
or Juſtice ſhall Enter the Oaths of the Witneſſes on the Back-ſide 
of the Will, and Atteſt the ſame : And the Oaths of the Witneſſes 
ſo Taken, ſhall be Accepted by the Court of Probate, as if they had 


Power of an 
A ſſiſtant, or 
2 to 

ummon 
Witneſſes 
Bound to Sea, 
6. 


4 Proviſe. 


Penalty of 
0 . for Ree 
uſing to Ap» 
pear, &c. 
Beſides, Se.. 


No perſon to 
put to 
Death, except 


Witneſſes 
prev ided for. 


In County & 
Sup. Courts. 


Witneſſes to 
Wills, & 7 
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An Act to Encourage the Deſtroying of Wolves, FC. 


BE it Enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repreſentatives, in 
— [+ wig General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, That if 
KL 2W.1r any Perſon ſhall Kill, and Deſtroy any grown Wolf, or Wolves, or Panther 
at * within the Bounds of any Town, or Plantation in this Colony, he ſhall 
* for a have Three Pounds paid out of the public Treaſury; and Half ſo much for 
help. every Wolfs Whelp that Sucks, which he ſhall Kill, and Deſtroy. 

And every Engli/þ-Man that ſhall Kill, and Deſtroy any Wolf, or 

1 Panther, ſhall alſo have Twenty Sbillings paid by the Town within whoſe 
_ 3 * Bounds ſuch Wolf, or Panther was Killed; and Half fo much for every 
Town to al- Wolts Whelp The Head, or Heads of every ſuch Wolf, or Whelp, or 
low, if, &c. Panther being firſt produced, and brought to the Select- Men, or Conſtable, 
orConſtables of ſuck Town wherein ſuch Creatures are Killed; which Select- 

Men, or Conſtables ſhall Cut off both Ears from ſuch Head, or Heads. 


And for the Preventing Frauds in Obtaining Bills on the Treaſury 
for the Killing the aforeſaid Creatures, 


8 Be it further Enacted by rhe Authoziry aforeſald, That the 
ing to the Selelt-Men, and Conſtables within the Reſpective Towns in this 
Select men, or Colony, ſhall (when any Head of any Wolf, Panther, or Whelp are by 
Conftablesfor any Perſon, or Perſons brought to them in Order to Obtain a Certi- 
8 r ficate for the ſame, ) ſtrictly Examine the ſaid Perſon, or Perſons how 
Wells, be, or they Obtained the Head, or Heads of ſuch Wolf, or Wolves, 
to be Exami- Panther, or Whelp ; and whether they were Taken, and Killed within 
ned, Qc. the Bounds of this Colony. 
And when upon ſaid ination, or by any Way, or Means there 
Certificates may be Juſt Suſpicion of the Contrary, ſuch Sele&t-Men, or Conſtables, 
not to he aforeſaid, ſhall not grant Certificates to any Perſon, or Perſons ſo De- 
granted, in manding the ſame ; Unleſs he, or they Take an Oath before an 
caſe,Uuleſs,& Aſſiſtant, or Juſtice of the Peace that the ſaid Wolf, or Wolves, 
Panther, or. Whelp were Taken, and Killed within the Limits, or 
Bounds of this Colony. = 


And to Prevent Frauds being Done by One Perſon to another, 
Reſpetting the Matters aforeſaid. 


nal Be it further Enacted. by the Authozſty afozeſafd, That if any Perſon, 
— — -» Engliſh, or Indian ſhall thee a Wolf out of 55 Pr made to Catch Wolves 
Woltout of a in, or out of any Trap, thereby to Defraud the Owner of the Pit, or Trap 
„ of his Due, every ſuch Perſon ſhall Pay to the Owner, or Owners of the 
. Perſons Fit, or — the Sum of Four Pounds for every ſuch Offence; or be 
0 Wc hipt on the Naked Body, according to the Diſcretion of the Authority 
into whoſe Cognizance it ſhall come, not exceeding Ten Stripes. 


* — 
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An Act concerning Wrecks of Sea.. 


De ir Enared by the Governour, Countil, and, Aepreſentatſves, in 
ez B General Court Aſſembled, and by the Authozitp of the lame, That if 
wreck d, to be any Ships, or other Veſſels, either of Friends, or Enemies ſhall ſuffer Ship- 
Relieved, Se Wreck upon our Coaſts, there ſhall be no Violence, or Wrong Offered to 
their Perſons, or Goods; but their Perſons ſhall be Harboured, and Re- 
Heved, and their Goods Preſerved in Safety, till Authority may be Certi- 
fied thereof, and ſhall take further Care; and give further Order therein. 
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